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Email Address Change
Please note the change to my

email address on page 5. The old
address will, however, still be active
for a while longer.

I am considering moving the
Ballentine-Huxford Family History
Page again. I do not like the change
in advertisements that has occurred

Richard Brownlee Ballentine, Family
Man, WWII Veteran, Public Servant

since I put it on Rootsweb.com. The
ads were to be only “genealogy re-
lated” but now display things that I
don’t really want associated with our
family history.

I will let everyone know if I do
move it. I am sorry for any inconve-
nience that it may cause.

This article originally appeared in the
Berkeley Democrat, issue of February
24, 1982, in the column “Memories” and
was written by Mrs. Louise Rich of St.
Stephen. I hope she doesn’t mind me
reprinting it here.

Richard B. Ballentine, born
on Dec. 6, 1920, is the ninth child of
12 children born to the late Charles
Packer Ballentine and Minnie
Esther Huxford Ballentine.

His father was born at
Wassamassaw and his mother at
Russellville. Dick said most all of
the Huxford women were school
teachers and the Huxford men and
Ballentine men were a mixture of
preachers or law enforcement of-
ficers. He said his uncle, Peter
Huxford helped start the Baptist
Church in St. Stephen. His grandfa-
ther was a Baptist preacher and also
a magistrate for a while.

Dick’s father was County Su-
pervisor for approximately eight

years before resigning and running
for Sheriff of Berkeley County in
1920. He held this position until the
time of his death, Dec. 27, 1939. His
mother taught school until it was time
for him to start, then she quit. I got
the impression he thought it was
rough being taught by relatives.

Dick, along with his four
brothers and seven sisters were all
born in the old Ballentine house on
the Russellville Road. It is located
next door to him and his brother,
Calvitt Ballentine, the only brother
still living. His six sisters still living
are: Mrs. Cecil B. Galloway and
Mrs. Alice Turner. of St. Stephen;
Mrs. Ida B. Feagin, of Bonneau;
Mrs. George B. Blume, of Co-
lumbia; Mrs. Lydia B. Savage, of
Goodsboro, N. C.; and Mrs. Annie
Beckham, of Moncks Corner.

Dick was educated in the St.
Stephen public schools. He served
30 months in the Infantry as a pla-
toon sergeant in the Pacific area
during World War II. In 1940, he
married the former Margaret
Powell, daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. Stewart (Willie) Powell,
Sr. of St. Stephen. Margaret died
in 1975. They had two children:

(See Dick Ballentine on page 3)
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Is It Lost Forever,
Or Can We Find It ?

Mary E. Platt was the wife
of Benjamin Huxford. She is fea-
tured on the front page of Volume 2,
No. 4, July/August 1998, Ballentine
Branches.

In that picture she is wearing
a brooch that is probably still in the
family. If you have the brooch or
know who does, please let me know
so I can make arrangements to pho-
tograph it.

I am still looking for a picture
of her husband, Benjamin
Huxford, too. Come on, folks, dig
out those old family photographs and
share them with the rest of the fam-
ily. You can send them to me to re-
produce and I will return them un-
harmed. Or you can make the cop-
ies and send them to me. Either way,
when I use them in a future issue of
our newsletter, I will give you credit
for providing the picture.

I also need a picture of
Clarence Emory and Anna Lee
(Murray) Ballentine. If you have
them, I would like one of them to-
gether or of them separately, or
both.

Check back in the November/
December 2000 issue for the list of
photographs that I need right now.
The only one in the list that I have
received is Ellison and Orpha Su-
san (Murray) Ballentine.

Corrections
On page 3 of last issue I gave

photograph credit to Oscar Earl
Robinson. I should have said Os-
car Lewis Robinson. Oscar Earl
is his father’s name.

Return To Sender
Every issue, I get copies of our

newsletter returned to me “Address
Unknown.” When this happens, I
have to find a current address and
send another copy of the newsletter
to that family member. Besides the
time spent, I also have to use an-
other stamp and another newsletter,
which runs up the cost of putting out
each issue of Ballentine Branches.

If you are getting the newslet-
ter and it is being forwarded to you,
please take a moment to let me know
your new address. If you do this
before your forwarding order ex-
pires at the post office, I won’t have
to send two copies to you, or worse,
not have an address at all to send
another copy.

Happy Easter !

Sarah Jane “Sallie”
(Winter) DeHay

(Photo courtesy of Marion F. Hughes)

Sarah Jane “Sallie” Winter
was born September 3, 1862, a
daughter of David McCants and
Mary Fultz (Harvey) Winter.

She married Alexander
Hamilton DeHay. He was born
November 17, 1857, a son of Rob-
ert H. and Sarah Ann DeHay.
They had ten children.

She died March 1, 1923. He
died June 25, 1931 and both are bur-
ied in St. John’s Baptist Church
Cemetery, near Moncks Corner in
Berkeley County, South Carolina.

Nature delights in
punishing stupid
people.    - Emerson

Alvie George
Meares

Alvie George Meares was
born August 17, 1886 in Columbus
County, North Carolina, a son of
John Colon and Leasey Jane
(Branch) Meares. He married

(See Meares on page 5)
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Dickie and his family now reside in
St. Stephen and his daughter, Jewell
Bush resides in Kingstree with her
husband and daughter. She teaches
school at Lane and her husband,
Owen, is principal of the elemen-
tary school in Kingstree. There are
four grandchildren.

In 1977, he married the former
Norma T. Hannaford, of Myrtle
Beach. They met while she was
employed by Santee Cooper at
Myrtle Beach. She had been a
widow for 14 years, and has one son,
Sam Hannaford, of Georgetown.

Norma is a great asset to
Dick at home, as well as in his work.
She is a very attractive lady with a
jolly disposition. She fits right into our
community and has become involved
in the various aspects of it, which
makes it seem as tho she’s been here
all of her life.

Dick, among other things, has
farmed all of his life, except while in
service. He says, “sometimes more
than others, but always every year.”
From 1957-1977 he was associated

Dick Ballentine
(Continued from page 1)

with Liberty Life Insurance Com-
pany and Farm Bureau. In 1956, he
was appointed magistrate of the St.
Stephen area by the Governor, and
continues to hold that position.

He says, “The job of magis-
trate is one of the most thankless jobs
I know of. You are notified and
called on and asked to help with ev-
ery problem known to man.” He
averages around 45-50 cases per
month, including wife-beating, argu-
ments, murder, etc. He says, “I
found the greatest need of the people
to be a lack of understanding God’s
Word the Bible. Many people go to
church, but still don’t know God’s
Word.”

In 1967, Dick began filling in
for local churches and has held a
good many revivals. Several years
ago he felt led to further his educa-
tion in Bible Study. In 1970, he en-
rolled in a correspondence Bible
course from Nebraska Christian
College. He graduated in 1975. He
said the correspondence course was
a big help to him & he learned a lot.

In August of 1980, he was
called to become pastor of Betaw
Christian Church. It is a small, but
old church, located a few miles from
St. Stephen on Hwy. 45 east.

Dick is an avid deer hunter,
which accounts for the many deer
heads and horns on the walls sur-
rounding his entire den. According
to him he has killed more deer than
anyone else in this area and has been
hunting since he was 9 years old.
His only other sport is watching a
good game of football or baseball.

Dick is an easy-going man
with a soft voice and smile. He
seems to enjoy being of service to
his fellowman, though frustrating as
it may be at times.

In his job as magistrate, he
says, “There are some people that
love you and others that dislike you.”
He proudly displayed a shotgun
hanging on his wall that had been
willed to him by a black man. He
said, “I guess he was one of those
that loved me.” He’s convinced the
reason people have so many prob-
lems is they do not know, nor do they
read and study the Word of God. He
said the Bible was greatly instilled
in him by his mother, who not only
studied and taught the Bible, but also
lived it.

I wish for Dick and Norma
many more years of happiness and
hope they will always take an ac-
tive part in our community. We need
good and honest people, now more
than ever, to serve in public service
jobs. In Matthew 5:16, we read: “Let
your light so shine before men that
they may see your good works and
glorify your Father, which is in
heaven.”

Dick and Norma Ballentine in their St. Stephen home. This photograph was
taken in May 1992. He had suffered a stroke in April 1992.

Dick Ballentine died on September 30,
1992. Some of the relatives mentioned
in the article are no longer living.
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Wassamassaw
Baptist Church

Record 1875-1919
With the help of Fran and

Willson Ballentine, Hugh Can-
non and Rev. Fritz Young, I have
compiled a CD-ROM of the Church
Record Book for the Wassamassaw
Baptist Church, covering the period
1875 to 1919.

Many of our Ballentine an-
cestors and other collateral lines can
be found in this record. Baptisms and
other Church related information are
recorded for many Ballentine,
Winter, Mims, Dehay, Law,
Saulisbury, Fultz, Sweatman,
Packer, Crawford, Harvey,
Brownlee and other families.

The PC format CD comes
with the most current version of the
free Adobe Acrobat© Reader to be
used to view the information. In-
cluded are images of each page of
the record and an accompanying
transcription of each page. Also in-
cluded is a brief history of the
Wassamassaw Church.

If you would like a copy of this
CD, please send me $10 to cover
the cost of reproduction, packaging
and mailing. If there is any money
left over, it will be donated to the
newsletter fund. I am placing serial
numbers on the CDs to keep track
of how many are produced.

Family of John Enos & Annie Maria
(Winter) Fultz, Jr.

(Photograph courtesy of Marion F. Hughes)

This picture was taken, probably, about 1904. Pictured, left to right,
are Charles Edward (born December 15, 1896), John Enos, Jr., (hold-
ing) Thomas Oscar (born November 28, 1903), Herbert (born October
16, 1901), Pearl Winter (born March 13, 1893), Annie Maria (holding)
James Clarence (born November 28, 1903) and Annie Ethel (born
November 26, 1899).

This was John Enos Fultz, Jr.’s second family. His first wife was
Sarah Elizabeth Ballentine, by whom he had eight children. She was a
daughter of John James and Mary Elizabeth (Huxford) Ballentine
and died in Rockledge, Florida on June 16, 1888. She is buried in Cocoa
Cemetery in Cocoa,  Florida.

John Enos Fultz, Jr. died December 7, 1921 in Vero Beach, Florida
and is buried there in Oslo Cemetery.  Annie Maria (Winter) Fultz died
April 23, 1938 and is also buried in Oslo Cemetery.

April 18, 1885
A regular meeting of the

Church was held on Saturday April
18, 1885. Present, W. T. Piercey,
J. J. Ballentine, S. E. Law, H. M.
Daingerfield, L. E. Ballentine,
W. W. Mims, W. M. Saulisbury,
Jno. Ballentine, Jas. Mims, C.
W. Rudd & Peter O. McKelvey.

Minutes read and confirmed.
Bro. Cuttino, from the Committee

on Baptistry, made a report and
asked for further time, which was
granted. Bro. Piercey asked for a
Letter of Dismission for Bro. T. L.
Riggs. On motion a Committee of
Three, consisting of Brethren
Piercey, Daingerfield, and
Saulisbury were appointed to see
Bro. Riggs and reconcile any dif-
ferences or unpleasantness which
may exist between Bro. Riggs and
any other Member or Members.
Agreed to.

Bro. J. J. Ballentine  re-
ported Sister Julia Winter for

dancing, and said the sister was very
sorry for doing so, and asked the
Church to bear with her. On motion
Bro. Ballentine was requested to
see her and talk with her as to the
act, and urge her not to repeat the
same. Bro. S. Dehay was also re-
ported for dancing. On motion he
was excommunicated.

Bro. McKewn moved that
the public collections be abolished.
Agreed to. On motion, the money
on hand from public collections be
paid over on Pastor’s Salary. Not
agreed to. No further business.
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WASHINGTON
Woodinville

Frank E. & Cathleen F. Lenning

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

Donations
Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and have not made a
donation, please consider making
one to keep our newsletter coming.
Donations go only to the costs of
printing and mailing the newsletter.

If you have access to the Internet, take a moment and check out OUR
Ballentine-Huxford Family History Page and Ballentine Branches
websites above. I maintain these sites and am always updating. There are
pictures and information about different branches of our tree. Information
changes regularly, so check back often.   Don’t see what you want?  ASK!

We Are On The Internet, Too!
http:/freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~ballentinebranches

Email:
 gballentine@hot.rr.com

Deaths

Barbara Lockliar Ballentine of
Moncks Corner, widow of R. O.
Ballentine, Jr., died January 11,
2001 at a Summerville Hospital. She
was born November 18, 1934 in
Berkeley County, a daughter of
Powell R. and Dora Carn
Lockliar. She was a member of the
Pinopolis United Methodist Church
and was a retired owner of Town
and Country Florist. Surviving are
her mother, a son, Renne O.
Ballentine, III of Moncks Corner;
a daughter, Helen B. Evans of
Moncks Corner; two brothers, Dr.
Reid Locklair of Charleston and
John Locklair of Summerville; two
sisters, Louise Ballentine of
Columbia and Lurline Fowler of
Atlanta; and five grandchildren. She
was buried at St. John’s Baptist
Church Cemetery.

His Horse Was
Killed In Action !

This letter pertains to the ser-
vice of David McCants Winter
and is a part of his service record.
     The Confederate States
     To D. McCants Winter
     Co. D, 2nd Regt So. Ca. Cavy

1863
Nov. 8. To the appraised value of
one horse, killed in action near
Stevensburg, Culpepper County,
Virginia.                       $700.00

I certify on honor that the above
account is just and correct, and that
the said horse, was the property of
Private D. McCants Winter, and
was Killed in action near
Stevensburg, Culpepper County,
Virginia on the 8th Nov. 1863, and
was mustered and appraised at
Seven Hundred Dollars, previous to
the fight in which he was Killed.
Approved             A. J. Hydrick
T. L. Lipscomb    Capt. Co. D. 2nd

Col. Comdg           So. Ca. Cavy

Received at Camp in Spottyslvania,
Va the 12th of Nov 1863 of Capt.
Thomas H. Williams, AQM,
Quarter Master, C. S. Army, Seven
Hundred Dollars in full of the above
account.

Meares

Beulah Barnes and they had six
children: Alma Texes, born Janu-
ary 10, 1909; Beatrice, born about
1914, and a twin brother, name un-
known who died at birth; Alva G.,
born September 1, 1921; Mary
Jane, born February 25, 1924; and
Jack, born April 14, 1927.

Alvie George Meares died
in March 1963 and Beulah
(Barnes) Meares died in 1953.
They are both buried in the farm
cemetery in Fair Bluff, Columbus
County, North Carolina.

Thanks to Karri Hulme for this
picture and information.

Linear Measure
1 foot    =  12 inches
1 hand    =  1/3 foot = 4 inches
1 span      =  9 inches
1 yard      =  3 feet
1 rod        =  16 1/2 feet = 5 1/2

        yards
1 furlong   =  40 poles = 220 yards
1 mile       =  8 furlongs 1760 yards

    =  5280 feet = 320 rods
1 league    =  3 miles
1 degree    =  69 1/8 mile

(Continued from page 2)
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Film At Eleven ...
How would you like to partici-

pate in the content that comes out in
each issue of Ballentine Branches?

It is easy to do. I am looking
for volunteers to act as “reporters”
for our newsletter. I would like to
have a representative from each
branch/surname of our family. We
could also have someone from each
area that our family inhabits to write
about family stories and events.

The newsletter comes out ev-
ery 60 days, so there is plenty of time
to decide on a topic and write a short
article for inclusion in the next is-
sue. The reporters would keep track
of local births, marriages, deaths,
etc. and send them to me before each
issue comes out. If you have a
catchy heading for your “column,”
let me know and I will use it. Ex-
amples might be: “Cross Talk” or
“Doing the Charleston” or “Winter
Stories” or “Fultz Speed Ahead.” I
would feature your column in each
issue with your byline as the re-
porter.

I do need the help, folks. Please
volunteer for your line or area. You
can make sure that your family group
gets their fair share of exposure in
our family newsletter.

Just drop me an email or a post
card saying, “Count me in!”

Don’t Forget Your
Taxes !

Last Will & Testament of Peter Huxford, Jr.
This text of the will of Peter

Huxford (Sr) is from a typewritten
copy that I have, indicated as com-
ing from Folks Huxford. I have
never seen the original. If anyone
knows who has the original or where
it is filed, I would like to know so I
can obtain a certified copy.

IN THE NAME OF GOD
AMEN.  I Peter Huxford of the
Parish of St. James’ Parish Goose
Creek, in the District of Charleston,
and State of South Carolina, being
of sound mind and memory, and con-
sidering the uncertainty of this frail
and transitory life, do make, ordain,
publish and declare, this to be my
last WILL and TESTAMENT: That
is to say, First after all my lawful
debts are paid and discharged, the
residue of my Estate real and Per-
sonal, I give, bequeath, and dispose
of, as follows, to wit: To John J.
Ballentine and Mary E.
Ballentine, his wife, I give and be-
queath a tract of Land described by
a Deed of Gift now in their posses-
sion: To Benjamin M. Singletary
and Julia D. Singletary another
tract of Land, also described by a
Deed of Gift in their possession. My
stock of Cattle, I give to John J.
Ballentine and Benjamin M.
Singletary which has been equally
divided share and share alike (ex-
cept those Deeded to Louis and Sa-
rah Ballentine.) My horse or
horses to be sold at public auction,
Sixty Dollars of which amount I give
and bequeath to John J. Ballentine
and Mary E. Ballentine the re-
mainder (should there be any) then
to be equally divided share and share
alike to John J. Ballentine, Mary
E. Ballentine, and Benjamin M.
Singletary and Julia D. Singletary,
his wife. It is my desire that Ben-
jamin M. Singletary have the use

of the mare for Six months after she
has had the Colt of which she is now
heavy and which I give to him. To
Julia D. Singletary I give and be-
queath my bed and bedding, and
Clock. To Benjamin M. Singletary
I give and bequeath my Tools. If any
money or notes be left at my demise
it is my wish that they be equally di-
vided between my daughters Mary
E. Ballentine and Julia D.
Singletary share and share alike.

March 19, 1860
Peter Huxford

Signed in the presence of
D. McCants Winter
David S. DeHay
M. F. Winter

Who Are We?

Does you recognize these ladies?
They were glued inside the covers
of Stella Carrick Huxford’s
address book, circa 1913.
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Bible of Ellison Judson Ballentine, Sr. - Copyright 1872

The title page of his Bible shows the
copyright date of 1872. It is in my
possession. It was given to me by
Joseph Hugh Ballentine just prior to
his death in 1989.

Births
Mary E. Huxford - August 28th 1825.
John J. Ballentine -  March 10th 1827.
Lewis E. Ballentine -  Feb. 5th 1845.
Sarah E. Ballentine -  August 31st 1846.
Andrew Ballentine -  May 5th 1848.

Peter H. Ballentine -  June 27th 1851.
Elerson J. Ballentine -  Feb. 1st 1854.
Josephus Ballentine - March 22nd 1856.
Julia C. Ballentine -  August 14th 1858.
John J. Ballentine -  Dec. 14th 1860.
Georgie S. Brownlee - Dec. 23rd 1853.
Annie Mariah Ballentine - April 2nd 1875.
Ransom E. Balentine - October 27th 1876.
Charlie P. Ballentine - Sept. 13th 1879
E. J. Ballentine, Jr. - Oct. 6th 1880

Marriages
John J. Ballentine was married to Mary
E. Huxford Dec. 25th 1843.

Elerson J. Ballentine was married to G.
S. Brownlee Feb. 8th 1874.

Elison J. Ballentine was married to Orpha
S. Murray Jan. 17th 1901.

Deaths
Josephus Ballentine - Oct. 25th 1881.
J. J. Ballentine - May 24th 1887.
Sister S. E. Fultz - June 16th 1888.
Peter H. Ballentine - April 9th 1893.
M. E. Ballentine - January 11th 1894.
Georgie S. Ballentine - Sept. 29th 1899.
Mabel Ballentine - June 24th 1902.
Clayburn Ballentine - May 6th 1911.

Orpha Ballentine - Feb. 16th 1914.
E. J. Ballentine - April 4th 1924.

Charlie Packer Ballentine - Dec. 27th 1939.
Johnson Hagood Ballentine - Aug. 9th

1940.
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Contributed articles from
family members

Where Are They, Now?

... and much more
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.
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St. Stephen School, 7th Grade, 1934

The teacher in this picture is Alice Elizabeth (Huxford) Price, wife of
Frank Albert Price, and daughter of Joseph and Ida Diggs (Wilder)
Huxford. She was born February 8, 1898, married December 21, 1920,
and died February 24, 1947. She is buried in St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Cemetery. Can anyone identify any of these children?


