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Some Of My Favorite Relatives
By Ernestine (Wyndham) Conrad

Ida Elizabeth Russell
is the daughter of Simon Tyler
and Stella Carrick (Huxford)
Russell, Jr. She is the wife
of Ben Haskel Horton. She
graduated from Berkeley High
School in Moncks Corner,
South Carolina. She graduated
from Atlantic Christian College
in East Point, Georgia, and Ap-
palachian State University  in
Boone, North Carolina, receiv-
ing BA and MA degrees in El-
ementary Education and Mu-
sic. She is a long standing mem-
ber of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR)
and Sigma Alpha Iota. She is
a life member of the NEA and
a doll collector.

In her 27 years of teach-
ing, Elizabeth taught in
Bethera, Bishopville,
Winnsboro, Charleston and Colum-
bia, South Carolina and Boone, North
Carolina. During her senior year of
high school at Berkeley, she repre-
sented her school as Azalea Queen.
Her sister, Novelle (Grady)
Huxford, relates the story.

It seems when Elizabeth was
a senior at Berkeley High School,
Gippy Plantation wanted to sponsor
her in the Azalea Festival. She did
not want to ride in the parade, so
Gippy Plantation called her mother,
Stella (Huxford) Grady, and told

her that the reason they wanted to
sponsor her was because she was
so beautiful and talented, and pos-
sessed such outstanding character.
Well, her mother called her and told
her she WOULD represent Berke-
ley High School in the parade, and
she did!

It is so neat to know people like
Elizabeth and Ben. They are so
warm and hospitable, and I should
know because I was the recipient
of their love and care. Several sum-
mers I attended Appalachian State

University to do some
graduate work, and they
invited me to stay with
them. They even invited
my roommate, as well. It
was a sweet time! I have
such grand memories of
our time together, and I will
cherish them always. The
banana cream pie was the
Best!! Thank you, Eliza-
beth and Ben! I really ap-
preciate you. What this
world needs is more people
like them. May God Bless
You, Indeed!

Remember Veterans
November 11th
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It all began in May 2000. It
was Mother’s Day weekend, to be
exact. Timmy and Robin
(Humbert) Huxford flew to Bul-
garia. They went to a tiny country
orphanage to pick out a child. A little
two-year-old boy had just been
placed in the orphanage to be
adopted. No other couple had even
been offered the opportunity to adopt
this little boy.  There was an imme-
diate bond between him and Timmy
and Robin. It was decided; he was
the one.

Initially, he was supposed to be
home by Thanksgiving, then Christ-
mas, then by his birthday in March.
After several delays, disappoint-
ments, and a lot of heartache,
Timmy was on his way back to Bul-
garia to pick up their son. He left on
July 16th,  early, 1:30 a.m. On the
morning of July 22nd, he was back
with their son, Timothy Lee
Huxford. “Ty” was home.

Ty was born on March 23,
1998 in Sophia, Bulgaria. He was
welcomed home by a host of family
members at the Charleston Interna-
tional Airport.  He is a very blessed

A New Home For A Little Boy
By Beth (Huxford) Graham

Timothy Lee “Ty” Huxford

little boy to be the son of Timmy
and Robin.  Speaking for all of the
family, we are blessed to have this
beautiful, energetic, intelligent, won-
derful little boy as part of our family
to love and to cherish.

Timothy Ward Huxford is
the son of Samuel Wilder and
Ellen (Crowder) Huxford. His
wife, Roberta Lee Humbert is the
daughter of Robert Lee and
Mozelle (Worten) Humbert.
Congratulations to them and wel-
come to the family, Ty.

Ballentine Branches
Quarterly?

This issue of our newsletter is
the 26th issue since I began publish-
ing it in September 1997. I enjoy
editing and publishing it, but I can
not do it alone any longer.

Each of those 26 issues was
at least eight pages, representing
over 208 pages of information and
pictures. I have tried to use anec-
dotes, pictures,  old letters and docu-
ments to bring the history of our fam-
ily to life. But, it takes a large amount
of information to fill those pages.

I have asked for help in the
past with little success. Donations
have insured that we have the fi-
nances to pay for the printing and
mailing of each issue, but I also need
family information. I have just about
run out of things to use from my fam-
ily records.

Some have helped, and I thank
them for their support. But, it must
be a family project with many mem-
bers participating to keep this news-
letter interesting and coming on time.
Our circulation now is about 220. If
each of you sent one family story, a
picture, an old letter or old document,
we would be fine.

The sad fact is that if I do not
get some support, I will be forced to
cut publication back to quarterly. To
keep Ballentine Branches coming
every other month, take a moment
and contribute. If not, the next issue
will be January-March 2002.

Lease & Release - June 5 & 6, 1773
This abstract of a lease and

release of property is recorded in
Charleston, Book M-M, page 290.
The lease is dated June 5th and the
release is dated June 6th, 1773.

John Ballantine, gentleman,
& Elizabeth (her mark) his wife;
& James Ballantine, gentleman; to
Solomon Middleton, pilot; all of
Charleston; for £250 currency, that
part of lot #297 in Charleston,
bounding W 25 ft. on that broad
street leading from the late old

church to White Point; N 113-1/2 ft.
on the part belonging to Edmund
Holland, pilot; E on lots 297 & 298
belonging to John Vanderhorst; S
on John & James Ballantine.
Whereas William, Earl of Craven,
Palatine, & the Lords Proprietors,
through Governor Thomas Smith,
Landgrave, on 12 Sept. 1692 granted
Susanna Vareen, widow, 2 lots in
Charleston, containing 1 acre En-

(See Lease & Release on Page 5)
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This is to certify
that Frank A.
Price, 7 083 336,
S e r g e a n t
Company “H”,
21st Infantry is
h e r e b y
HONORABLY
DISCHARGED
from the military
service of the
United States of
America.
E N L I S T E D
RECORD OF
Price, Frank A.,
7 083 336, Sgt.
Born, Russellville
in the State of
South Carolina.
Enlisted 4 May
1940 at Fort
Moultrie, South
Carolina. When
enlisted he was 18
2/12 years of age
and by occupation
a Mechanic. He
had Blue eyes,
Brown hair,
R u d d y
complexion, and
was 5 feet 11
inches in height.

Completed 4 years, 7 months, 14 days of service for longevity pay. Prior
service: None. Noncommissioned officer Cpl; 20 May 44 to 17 Dec 44
SO#4, Hc. 21st. Inc. Military qualifications: SS .30 Cal Rifle, Combat
Infantryman Badge, GO#1, 21st. Inf. 11 June 44. Army specialty: Motor
Transport NCO (MOS 014). Battles, engagements, skirmishes, expeditions:
Battle of Hawaii, New Guinea Campaign. Decorations, service medals,
citations: Asiatic Pacific Theater Campaign Medal, WDC #1, 43, Two
Bronze. Wounds received in service: None. (Dates of immunizations.)
Physical condition when discharged: Good.  Married or single: Single.
Honorably discharged by reason of: AR 615-365 Convn. of Govt. (WDC
370, 44). Character: Excellent. No time lost under AR 107; Entitled to
mustering-out-pay. Battle Stars (Battle of Hawaii, New Guinea Campaign;
American Defense Service Medal, WDC #104, 42; Five (5) Overseas
Bars. Foreign Service: left US 15 Aug 40, Arr 21 Aug. 40; Left Apt 27 Jul
43, Arr SWPt 8 Aug. 43, Left SWPt 8 Sep 44, Arr US 1 Nov 44. Soldier
Issued Discharge, Lapel Button at Ft. Bragg, N.C. 17 Dec. 1944.

Honorable Discharge of Frank Albert Price, Jr., son of
Frank Albert and Alice Elizabeth (Huxford) Price.

William Ballantyne,
Businessman of
Colonial Boston

Referring back to Vol. 2, No.
1, January/February 1999, page 6,
you will find a story about William
Ballantyne. He was in Boston as
early as July 1652 when he married
Hannah Hollard, daughter of An-
gel and Katherine Hollard.

He was an interesting charac-
ter, to say the least. A cooper by
trade, he was father to twelve chil-
dren, and a wealthy businessman in
Boston. In January 1660, however,
he began to operate outside the law.
He was charged with
“counterfetting the seale of the
packer” as earlier discussed. The
Records of the Colony of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony in New En-
gland, tell us “Wm. Ballantine be-
ing convicted before this Court for
counterfetting the seale of the
packer, to the great dishonner of
God, reproach of the country, &
wrong to sundry people, this Court
doth sentence him to pay, as a fine
to the country, one hundred pounds,
to stand in the pillory one hower, &
one of his eares nayled to the pillory
& cutt of, & to satisfy the partjes
wronged treble damages.”

There apparently was no doubt
of his guilt, but a number of letters
were written on his behalf asking for
clemency. One such letter was writ-
ten by his wife, Hannah. She signed
the letter:

Here is what she had to say
about the situation. “Boston
ffebruary dayd 1660. The humble
petition of Hanna Ballantine to this

(See Guilty as Charged on page 4)
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honoured Court that whereas by the weaknesse of my
body and the deep affliction of my spirit disenableth me
now to go abroad by reason of this Just hand of the Lord
upon me and by reason of my Sins can expect nothing
but the continuance of my affliction. yet I humbly desire
that this honoured Court out of your mercy and pitty would
be pleased to extend your favour so far to me as that my
husbands estate may be security for him though it bee to
the bed we ly in. I should be freely willing, for I have
three small children which I am not able as by condition
is to act unto as a mother ought to do besides three young
servants which are not able to go in their callings nor
having a supply for our subsistance but though your wor-
ship should reject my petition I desire to owne the Just
hand of God and to pray for the continuance of your
worships welfaire.  Your humble servant, Hanna
Ballantine, the wife of William Ballantine.”

This document is over 341 years old and can be
found recorded in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Office of the Secretary of State, Archives Division, Bos-
ton, Massachusetts.

There are a number of other letters written as a
result of this case and I will be publishing them in future issues. One such letter is written by William Ballantine
himself, and is very interesting. Another was written by “friends of the family.” Though the intent was there, I
would certainly hope that I never get
such a glowing testimonial if I am
ever in need of it.

Guilty As Charged
(Continued from Page 3)

Family Reunion - 2001

(r-l back) George Hugh Ballentine, Marilyn Yvonne (Brown)
Callaway, Amanda Leigh Callaway, Jessica Reece & Stacey Elizabeth
Roberts. (front) Lydia Ann Callaway, Brenda Carol (Brown) Gunter,
Joyce Elaine (Brown) Roberts.

Submit Queries
I know that a lot of you out

there are researching different
branches of our family. I would
guess, also, that some of you have
hit dead ends. Let Ballentine
Branches help!

If you have a research prob-
lem or missing ancestor, why not
submit a short query asking for help?
Our newsletter goes out to about 220
people, libraries and institutions. One
of them might be able to help and
get you back on track.

Although most of our subscrib-
ers are in South Carolina, our news-
letter goes out to 31 other states, as
well as Germany, France and Japan.
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SOUTH CAROLINA
Bonneau

Rodhea (Lockliear) McKenzie
Eutawville

Paul & Mary (Winningham) West
St. Stephen

Robbie & Krystal (Roark) Ballentine

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

Donations
Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and have not made a
donation, please consider making
one to keep our newsletter coming.
Donations go only to the costs of
printing and mailing the newsletter.

If you have access to the Internet, take a moment and check out OUR
Ballentine-Huxford Family History Page and Ballentine Branches
websites above. I maintain these sites and am always updating. There are
pictures and information about different branches of our tree. Information
changes regularly, so check back often.   Don’t see what you want?  ASK!

We Are On The Internet, Too!
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~ballentinebranches

Email:
 gballentine@hot.rr.com

Births
None Reported

Deaths
None Reported

Marriages

None Reported

glish measure, known as #297 &
298; which she sold on 29 June 1695
to John Vanderhorst, of Charles-
ton; & whereas on 8 Sept. 1696 he
sold a part of the 2 lots to John
Stewart, gentleman; who on 29
Oct. 1706, reconveyed to John
Vanderhorst; & whereas
Vanderhorst on 12 Jan. 1711 sold
to Patrick Ballantine that part of
lot #297 bounding W 144 ft. on the
broad street running from the late
old church to the White Point; N &
E on parts of lots 297 & 298 belong-
ing to John Vanderhorst; S 144 ft.
on a neighborhood alley; making a
square; & whereas Ballantine be-
queathed that part of lot #297 to his
sons, John & James; now they sell
a part of the square to Middleton.
Witnesses: Joseph Massey,
Joshua Morgan, John Savage. It
is further agreed that for £20 cur-
rency paid 9 Apr. 1734 John &
Elizabeth Ballantine sell to
Solomon Middleton 2 feet more,
adjoining that purchased by
Middleton. Witnesses: Edward
Morris, John Milner. Before
Jacob Motte, J.P. William
Hopton, Register.

Lease & Release
(Continued from Page 2)

If you know of family members
graduating from high school or
college, getting married, or some
other notable accomplishment,
please take a moment to let me
know. I would like to share those
events, as well as births of new
family members and deaths of our
elders, with the family. Our
newsletter has the ability to bring our
family, though widespread, closer
together by sharing information.Give Thanks

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE !
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Recipes For Family
Cookbook

I have been asked to try again
to start a collection of family reci-
pes to be published in Ballentine
Branches. These recipes would
later be compiled into a family cook-
book and offered for sale at our fam-
ily reunions.

Please take a moment and de-
cide on a couple of favorite recipes
and send them to me. It may be a
recipe that you cherish from a fa-
vorite relative, as the one below, or
maybe your favorite dish that you
prepare for the family reunion. A
short story along with the recipe
would add a nice touch for others.

You will find recipes in the
November/December 1999 issue on
page 6 and the January/February
2000 issue on page 6. Please con-
tribute and, of course, enjoy those
recipes and the one below submit-
ted by Beth (Huxford) Graham.

One of my fondest memories
as a child is the wonderful experi-
ence of being a beloved grandchild.
I was very fortunate to have a won-
derful Papa and Granny on my
father’s side and a wonderful Mama
on my mother’s side. Today, I would
like to tell you about Granny Eloise
Russell Huxford. You never went
to Granny’s without checking out
the pots on the stove. She always
had something fixed to eat. Granny
always cooked dinner. Papa farmed
and needed a good noon meal. I
promise you he got it! It was always
fun to get off of the school bus at
Granny’s because there were al-
ways left-overs, and something spe-
cial if she knew you were coming
ahead of time. Granny also liked to
sew. I still remember how she could
take a flour sack or feed bag and

turn it into a dress. And, you would be proud to wear it. Granny also loved
her garden and always had vegetables canned. But, there was no way you
wanted to pick beans in the garden with her. She could outpick everyone
and she always found the ones you missed.

Most of all, I remember what a good person she was. She never
spoke ill of anyone. She taught her Beginner Class in Sunday School for
years. She always found good in everyone. And, she loved her family
dearly. I would like to share one of her favorite recipes with you. If you
were ever lucky enough to have a slice of her lemon pie, you will be glad to
have this recipe.

Eloise Huxford’s Lemon Pie
1/2 cup flour
1 1/4 cups sugar
6 tablespoons sugar
3 egg whites
1 1/2 cup water
3 beaten egg yolks
juice and rind of 2 lemons
1/4 stick of margarine

Combine flour, 1 1/4 cups of sugar, egg yolks, and water in a double
boiler. Cook until right thickness.  Remove from heat. Add lemon juice,
rind, and margarine.  Pour into baked cooked pie crust.  Then, take egg
whites, beat until stiff. Add the 6 tablespoons of  sugar while beating. Put
over pie and place in oven. Bake at 350 until meringue is golden brown.
Enjoy.

Come on folks, share special family recipes with us and we will com-
pile them into a cookbook to have at the next reunion. But, we can’t do this
without your help.

Joseph Diggs Huxford was
born January 7, 1883 in St. Stephen,
Berkeley County, South Carolina,
the oldest surviving child of Joseph
and Ida Diggs (Wilder) Huxford.

He married Alice Ledford in
1913, and I have no further infor-
mation about this marriage or any
children from it. I would appreciate
any help from anyone familiar with
this family group.

He died August 6, 1949 in St.
Stephen and is buried in the St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church Cem-
etery. I do not know when his wife
died or where she is buried.

Joseph Diggs Wilder (1883-1949)



Vol. 5, No. 6 Page 7 November / December 2001

George Sports,
Private, Company K

I am trying to document Con-
federate States service for the chil-
dren of Frank Albert and Annie
Mae Louise (Sports) Price. I think
that this is George Sports who ap-
pears in the 1880 US Census in
Lynchburg, Sumter County, South
Carolina. His age is given a 50 with
his wife Elizabeth Sports as age
36. Her mother, Tammie Gibson,
aged 70, widow, is also living with
them. I believe that he is the father
of George Wright Sports.
George Wright Sports’ son was
Charlie Wright Sports, the father
of Annie Mae Sports above. I
would appreciate contact from any-
one with information on this line.

George Sports was a private
in Company K, 8th South Carolina
Infantry. According to his service
record, he was enlisted April 13,
1861 by Major N. G. Evans for a
period of 12 months. He was listed
as “Sick in Hospital” on August 17,
1861. He was discharged from the
hospital on October 1, 1861 and his
record shows him present for duty
as late as December 1861. There
also was a George Sports in the
1st Battalion, Sharpshooters, Com-
pany C and 20th South Carolina In-
fantry, Company I. The Sharpshoot-
ers were formed at Columbia dur-
ing the summer of 1862 and the 20th
Infantry was organized at
Orangeburg during the winter of
1861-62.

The 8th Infantry Regiment
was organized in Marion County
during the spring of 1861. Many
men were from Darlington and
Marion counties. It served in many
conflicts after First Manasas under
General Bonham. They surrendered
with the Army of Tennessee.

The State
of South Caro-
lina. By His Ex-
cellency The
Governor and
Commander-in-
Chief in and
Over the State
Aforesaid.

To Stella
H. Grady,
Jamestown, S.C.

I, reposing
special trust and
confidence in
your ability, care,
prudence and in-
tegrity, have
Commissioned,
constituted and
appointed, and
by these Pre-
sents do Com-
mission, constitute and appoint, you the said STELLA H. GRADY No-
tary Public in the State aforesaid, to have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said
office of Notary Public, together with all the rights, privileges, profits and
emoluments whatsoever thereunder belonging, or in any wise appertain-
ing.

This Commission to continue in force during the pleasure of the Gov-
ernor, Said Commission must be registered in the office of the Clerk of
Court within Fifteen Days from date of issue.

Given under my hand and the Seal of the State, in Columbia, the 16th
day of March in the year of our Lord, one thousand nine hundred and forty
three and in the one hundred and sixty-seventh year of the Independence
of the United States of America.

W.P. Blackwell Olin D. Johnston
Secretary of State Governor

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year
To All

From Texas
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Contributed articles from
family members?

I need your contributions
with articles & pictures, or I
will have no choice but to
begin to publish quarterly

in 2002 !
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.

Ballentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine Branches

Family Newsletter For Ballentine, Huxford
& Connected Families

George H. Ballentine
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