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On January 29th,
1973, Joseph
Ballantine died in
near obscurity in a
Fairfield, CT nursing
home. Only his imme-
diate family was
aware of the signifi-
cance of his life and
diplomatic career, in
which he had helped
shape some major
world events in the
first half of the Twentieth Century.

Although Joseph
Ballantine’s natural sense of mod-
esty had contributed to a low profile
of his achievements, close col-
leagues had been aware of the im-
portance of his work. These col-
leagues constituted a very large
group — officials in the U. S. For-
eign Office and State Department
under six American presidents, Japa-
nese and Chinese leaders, diplomats,
and generals, American and foreign
correspondents, and native scholars,
both recognized and not, in their re-
spective lands. By 1973, these pro-
fessional associates had passed
away as well.

Researching these data has

presented unique challenges. There
is very limited documentary evi-
dence. Some of his work was offi-
cially signed, not by himself, but by
Cordell Hull, Secretary of State
under FDR, to whom Joseph
Ballantine was the personal/confi-
dential advisor. Much of his work has
been permanently sealed by the US
State Department or is buried in the
Columbia University Archives1. Al-
though Joseph Ballantine penned
several published books2 himself, it
is left for his descendants to tell his
story.

Born in Ahmadnagar, India, on
July 30th, 1888, to Rev. William
Osborn Ballantine, MD, DD, and
Josephine Perkins, he was the

oldest of the third genera-
tion of a missionary fam-
ily that had lived in this
British Colony since the
1820s. His grandfather,
Rev. Henry Ballantine,
the brother of Rev.
Elisha Ballantine3, had
come to India with his
wife, Elizabeth Darling,
and their children had
been born and raised here.
At age 7, Joseph’s father
had been trapped in the In-
dian Mutiny in 1857 , in the
Ahmadnagar fort where
he escaped the wide-

spread slaughter of foreigners4. The
depth of their ties may be seen in
the fact that Marathi, the regional
language, was also the home lan-
guage of the Ballantines. Whether
they were in India or on a periodic
trip back to the States to complete

Joseph William Ballantine,
American Statesman

( See Statesman on page 6 )

Joseph Ballantine with Japanese Noh Actor in the 1940s.
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Sisters This picture was
provided to me by
Annie (Ballentine)
Beckham of Moncks
Corner, South Carolina.
Pictured are three of
the daughters of
Charles Packer and
Minnie Esther
( H u x f o r d )
Ballentine.

It was taken on
“a warm day in No-
vember in 1940” in
Columbia, South Caro-
lina. They are, left to
right, Annie Elizabeth
(Ballentine) Russell,
married William
Aiken Russell on July
2, 1939; Alice
(Ballentine) Turner,
married  James
Alexander Turner,
Sr. on September 8,
1936; and Georgie
Stroble (Ballentine)

Blume, married John William Blume, Jr. on June 19, 1927.

Got a New Baby, or
Grandbaby?

If you have a new baby, or
grandbaby, and want to show him
or her off, send me a recent picture
of them. Even if they are toddling,
we can still share them. With their
picture in an upcoming issue of
Ballentine Branches we can show
them off to the rest of the family.

Please include child’s full
name, names of parents and/or
grandparents, date and place of birth,
length and weight at birth, hospital,
etc. Then put in whatever you want
about the little tyke. Please try not
to exceed one newsletter page!

Come on! Kiddie Corner is
waiting to be populated. Some day
they will see their picture in the
newsletter and thank you.

Family Reunion Dates Set for July 2003
The dates for this year’s fam-

ily reunion will be July 26 & 27, 2003
at the Russellville Christian Church
Fellowship Hall in Russellville, South
Carolina. More details will be com-
ing in the July - September 2003 is-
sue of Ballentine Branches.

Now is the time to make those
vacation plans so you will be sure
and be off for the reunion. I am sure
there will be some relatives there
from out of town and out of state
that you have not seen in years. You
do not want to miss the chance to
see them this time.

For more information, contact
either myself or Alice (Price)
Stevens at (843) 744-0058 or by

email alicestevens@knology.net.
Alice and her sister, Susan

(Price) Huggins will be setting up
the programs for this year’s reunion.
If you have ideas for activities or a
speaking program that you would like
to hear, give Alice a call or email.

For those who need overnight
accommodations, there is an Econo
Lodge in St. Stephen on US 52, about
3 miles from the reunion site. Their
reservation number is (843) 567-
7397. Better reserve early. That is
the time for some of the best fishing
in Berkeley County. You know I will
be there, and I sure hope to see all
of you there this year. If you have
not been in a while, come on out.

WE SUPPORT OUR
TROOPS

I married Miss
Right, I just

didn’t know her
first name was

“Always”.



Vol. 7, No. 2 Page 3 April - June 2003

This paper was written by Walter
Pierre Russell, III, son of Henry
Klintworth and Inez Cleveland
(Huxford) Russell. It was
published in the St. Stephen High
School News in 1938. At the time
of the writing, he was 12 years old
and in the sixth grade. The paper was
written in connection with
Conservation Week. Thanks to
Annie (Ballentine) Beckham for
providing this paper.

We do not often think of what
will happen to our country if all of
the trees are cut down. We know
that some trees must be cut to sup-
ply the wood products of South
Carolina. If we do not take care of
our trees, soon all will be gone. If all
the trees were cut down, the land
on hillsides would be cut into gullies.
All the birds and animals would
leave. The rivers would overflow
and flood the land.

Do you know how many of our
trees are destroyed each year by
forest fires? When hunters go into
the woods, they drop a match. The
skidders break down little trees
when dragging big logs which are to
be loaded. When people come to
South Carolina to get turpentine, they
ruin a lot of trees, not only ruin the
trees but they leave some gum on
the side of the tree which catches
on fire and burns all the trees around
it.

Do you know when the woods
burn many fish and game are de-
stroyed? The ashes from the fires
blow into the streams and kill many
fish. The fire burns the bushes
where young birds have their nests.
When we fish in the wrong season

we catch fish ready to lay eggs. If
you eat the settin hen, will you have
many baby chicks? If you kill the
game in the wrong season, there will
be little game left.

Do you know if you plant the
same kind of crops each year, it will
ruin the soil? If you pile up your cot-
ton and corn stalks and burn them, it
will make the soil poor. If you turn
them under it will make the soil rich.
We should plant different crops ev-
ery year. This is called the rotation
of crops.

A long time ago we could raise
more cotton and other crops than we
can now. There used to be plenty of
birds to eat all the insects. We must
plant shrubbery around our homes
so the birds can live in them and raise
their families.

Not only flowers but our holly
trees are beautiful. When Christmas
comes the people go wild and break
down all of our holly trees for Christ-
mas Trees and it takes a long time
for them to grow back. We want to
attract tourists to our country. When
flower hogs go out and pull up all of
the flowers along the road, it will look
terrible and no one will come to our
country. Flower hogs are people that
go out along our roads and pull up
all the flowers and do not leave a
flower for seed.

There are many harmful in-
sects in South Carolina. They are
cotton boll weevil, potato bug, cut
worm, corn worms, army worms,
grass worms, caterpillars, moths, and
flies. Of all the harmful insects the
cotton boll weevil is the most harm-
ful. There are helpful insects too.
They are the earthworm, honey bee,
dragon fly, praying mantis, lady bug,
and old doodle. The earthworm is
the most helpful insect. He carries
the decayed leaves, grass, and twigs.
If it was not for the honey bee, we

would have no fruit. His work is
pollenizing all of the flowers. He
gathers up all the nectar and makes
a delicious honey. We must take care
of the helpful insects for they are a
great help to us.

W. P. Russell
     Sixth Grade

The Wise Use of
God’s Gifts

W. P. Russell, III - Age 12, 1938

The average life expectancy in the
United States was forty-seven.

Only 14 percent of the homes in the
United States had a bathtub.

Only 8 percent of the homes in the
United States had a telephone and a
3 minute call from Denver to New
York City cost eleven dollars.

There were only 8000 cars in the
United States and only 144 miles of
paved roads.

The maximum speed limit in most
cities was 10 mph.

Alabama, Mississippi, Iowa and
Tennessee each were more heavily
populated than California. California
was only the 21st most populous
state in the Union.

More than 95 percent of all births
took place at home.

Only 6 percent of all Americans had
graduated from high school.

The average wage in the United
States was 22 cents per hour.

The average worker made between
$200 and $400 per year.

United States
Statistics for the

Year 1903
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Family Reunion - 1988

George Hugh Ballentine, son of William Wayne & Geneva (Meares)
Ballentine and Janet Marilyn (Huxford) Woodard, daughter of Harry
& Florence (Jones) Huxford, July 17, 1988, the American Legion Hut.

Testamentary of
Elizabeth Jane

(Packer) Brownlee
The testamentary to the left is recorded
in Berkeley County courthouse, Box 25,
No. 1.

Long Ridge
Dec. 29th, 1898

I, Elizabeth J. Brownlee,
being of sound mind and enjoying a
reasonable health, but knowing the
uncertainty of life, make this my last
Will and Testament.

First I leave the place, upon
which I live, to my daughter Sarah
her life time. The kitchen furniture,
the bed & bedding & what ever else
is on her side of the room I leave to
her, because she helped to pay for
them. I leave to her also one table
and three chairs. The crop & provi-
sions, no matter when I die, are hers,
for she & Aleck make it. The hogs
are her own and six head of cattle. I
leave to Sarah also my wash pot.
Whatever else remains to be equally
divided between the remainder of
my children.  E J Brownlee
Witness
J. E. MKewn
E. A. Willson
W. T. Owens

UNITED WE STAND
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If you have access to the Internet, take a moment and check out OUR
Ballentine-Huxford Family History Page and Ballentine Branches
websites above. I maintain these sites and am always updating. There are
pictures and information about different branches of our tree. Information
changes regularly, so check back often.   Don’t see what you want?  ASK!

We Are On The Internet, Too!
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~ballentinebranches

Email:
 gballentine@hot.rr.com

Deaths

HARLESTON

LOUVETA GERTRUDE
( B A L L E N T I N E )
HARLESTON, 91, died January
26, 2003 at her residence in Mt.
Pleasant, South Carolina. She was
the widow of Charles Aimar
Neilsen and John Harleston. She
was born March 10, 1911 in Berkeley
County, a daughter of Ellison
Judson Ballentine and Orpha
Susan Murray. She was their last
living child. Burial was January 28,
2003 at Wassamassaw Baptist
Church Cemetery, near Moncks
Corner. She is survived by two sons,
Charles Aimar Neilsen, Jr. of
Whiteoak, Georgia, Robert
Raymond Neilsen, Sr. of Mount
Pleasant, a daughter, Sue-Anna
Tylee (Neilsen) Cammer of
Hanahan, eight grandchildren and
ten great-grandchildren.

CROFT

JAMES ARMOUR CROFT, 72,
of Moncks Corner, South Carolina,
died January 15, 2003 at a
Charleston hospital. He was born
December 30, 1930 in St. George,
South Carolina, a son of Grover
Cleveland and Lula Belle
(McMichael) Croft. He was a
retired electrical engineer with
General Crane and a United States
Veteran of the Korean War. He is
survived by his wife, Faye
(Pfaehler) Croft of Moncks
Corner; one son, Charles William
“Chuck” Croft and his wife,
Isabelle Robertson “Belle”
(Maxwell) Croft, of Mt. Pleasant,
South Carolina; one brother, Grover
Cleveland Croft, Jr., of
Summerville, South Carolina; and

two grandsons, James Maxwell
Croft and John Willson Croft,
both of Mt. Pleasant. Burial was
January 18, 2003 at Wassamassaw
Baptist Church Cemetery.

BUSH

OWEN CLINTON BUSH,
Ed.D., 56 of North Charleston, died
January 30, 2003, at his residence.
He was born in Macon, Georgia, a
son of Clinton Cargill and
Frances (Compton) Bush. He
earned his Doctorate in Education
Administration from the University
of South Carolina, and was currently
serving as District 4 Superintendent
of Charleston County Schools. He
was a Captain in the South Carolina
State Guard, as well as other
organizations. He is survived by his
wife, Minnie Jewel (Ballentine)
Bush of North Charleston; one
daughter, Amber Lynn Bush of
North Charleston; and an aunt,
Dixie Brown of Ventura,
California. Burial was February 6,
2003 in New Market Cemetery in
Greeleyville, South Carolina.

LEBBY

DAVIS EARL LEBBY, 92, of
Cross, South Carolina, died January
10, 2003 in a local nursing home. He
was a retired teacher for the

Berkeley County School System. He
was born February 18, 1910, in
Clemson, South Carolina, a son of
John Elijah and Nora (Boggs)
Lebby. He was preceded in death
by his daughter, Jackie (Lebby)
Bilton. He is survived by his wife,
Agnes (Cross) Lebby; a son,
Davis Earl “Dickey” Lebby, Jr.,
of Greensboro, Georgia; four
grandchildren; and siz great
grandchildren. Burial was January
13, 2003 at Friendship United
Methodis Church Cemetery in
Cross.

HUNGERPILLER

WILLIAM E. “BILLY”
HUNGERPILLER, 81, of St.
Stephen, South Carolina, died
February 8, 2003 at a North
Charleston hospital. He was a
retired senior construction
superintendent with SCE&G. He
was born February 3, 1922 in Jasper
County, a son of Macellus and
Rena (Bishop) Hungerpiller. He
was a United States Navy veteran
of World War II. He is survived by
his wife, Tina (Hood)
Hungerpiller of St. Stephen; a
brother, Woodrow Hungerpiller of
Elloree; and a sister, Madeline H.
Salley of Orangeburg. Burial was
February 12, 2003 in Sunset
Memorial Cemetery in St. Stephen.
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the childrens’ education or to renew
the required Congregational Creden-
tials for missionary work, Marathi
was spoken at home.

When Joseph was 10 years
old, his mother, a missionary-teacher,
decided to take the children back to
the States to complete their educa-
tion. After five years of formal pri-
mary education, Joseph was admit-
ted to Amherst College, where he
studied French. During this time he
was unsure of his future. In spite of,
or perhaps because of, his immer-
sion in a missionary family, he knew
he did not have the Calling, although
he adhered to a strict moral code.

A fellow student suggested he
take the Foreign Service examina-
tion and he passed with distinction
at age 19, undertook his training in
Washington, D.C. and London, and
was posted to Japan as an inter-
preter. Rigorously studying the lan-
guage (the only official to do so at
this posting), he became familiar with
the customs and values of the
people. He rose rapidly through the
ranks and soon became Vice-Con-
sul. When he was posted to China,
he was Consul General to Peiking
(now Beijing), although stationed in
Japanese-occupied Manchuria
(now Manchukuo).

China was reeling from cen-
turies of fighting by warlords. By the
19th century, the British Opium
Wars, the Boxer Rebellion to expel
all foreigners, and the last gasp of
the Manchu Empire had left the
country ripe for further strife. Sun
Yat Sen had begun to form a repub-
lican government. The Japanese al-
ready occupied strategic commer-
cial areas and by 1922, Chinese
Communism was well established.

The Japanese had the upper hand in
the North and were at least willing
to trade with the West, for the time
being.

It was into this maelstrom of
events that the young Joseph,
known as Jody to intimates, began
his career. His methods - diligently
studying Japanese, traveling the
countryside in his free time to meet
with the people and learn the mores
and values of the local culture - made
him popular both personally and pro-
fessionally with the real regional
leadership and enhanced his ability
to carry out his consular duties.
These were not the methods of his
insular colleagues. The Japanese
could not understand the “legalistic”
ways that the Westerners did busi-
ness, with their multiple documents.
To Japanese officials, professional
standing and one’s personal honor
were the prerequisites to doing busi-
ness, and Jody embraced these na-
tive values, contrary to Foreign Of-
fice rules.

He was also in Japan when he
met and married Emilia Ashburne
Christy in Yokohama in 1917 and
there had his first two daughters,
Elizabeth Copley and Alice Field.
In 1923, Jody and his family were
in Manchukuo, where Louise
Adele was born in July.He was re-
called to Japan before September of
that year when the Great Tokyo
earthquake struck, killing about
142,000 and destroying 700,000
households in Tokyo and Yokohama.
As the Senior American Official
there, he was in charge of the res-
cue and rebuilding efforts of foreign
nationals. This task was made more
painful by the death of his pregnant
sister and brother-in-law in the di-
saster. Emilia had been left in China
to assume Jody’s professional du-
ties there with two trusted Aides, as

well as to care for the young family.
By this time, chaos and vio-

lence were increasing in the Far
East. The Japanese occupying
forces had absolute power over the
Chinese, and the puppet Chinese
government was under constant sur-
veillance from Tokyo. Even during
their leisure, Jody recalls going on
a hunting trip with the Chinese mayor
of a key city and being surrounded
with Japanese at all times, never out
of earshot. Over the following years,
the suspicious nature of the occu-
pying force became an impediment
to doing business. American and
British companies such as Standard
Oil pulled out of the country. Before
this happened, though, the family
was able to travel on vacations in
Japan, China and French-Indo-
China as a number of photographs
of Imperial Palaces, great monu-
ments and beautiful natural scenery
reveal.

Part 2 of this 3 part article will
cover Jody’s pre-war contributions
to the current US foreign policy, pre-
dictions for major hostilities in the
Asian Theater and how his Asian
experiences shaped his later inves-
tigation of the events of December
7, 1941, at the US Naval base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

1The author knows from personal
contact with him that Joseph
Ballantine’s actual wish was that his
writings be archived at Amherst College
(Now Amherst University). They were
placed in Columbia University against
his wishes posthumously by his second
wife (Leslie Frost, poet laureate, Robert
Frost’s daughter).
2None of these books were
autobiographical in nature, and they are
now hard to find. They are called
“Formosa”, “Japanese as it is Spoken”,”

Statesman
( Continued from page 1 )

( See Statesman on page 7 )
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Statesman
( Continued from page 6 )

Typografique “detailing French
communications & difficulties in the Far
East and various other lengthy articles
for “Foreign Affairs” magazine.
3“Ballentine Branches”, Vol. 6, No. 2
4Source of Rudyard Kipling’s  poem
“Gunga Din” and two feature films
starring Shirley Temple and Cary Grant.

St. Stephen, S.C. -
Jesse Jones knows what old

Berkeley County plantation houses
used to look like — including some
that aren’t around any more. He
knows exactly how houses on
Sullivan’s Island appeared  even
ones that have been rebuilt. More
importantly, he can show someone
else. For the past 22 years, Mr.
Jones has been drawing historic
sites in Berkeley and

Charleston counties. He can
give a detailed history of every struc-
ture he has drawn - even for his fa-
vorites, which often are houses that
no longer exist. “As far as the tour-
ists are concerned, they like to buy
what they can go see, like all the
different landmarks,” Mr. Jones
said. “But I did these without the
intent to sell them. I did these places
because I just liked them.” So did
many others. Mr. Jones contrib-
uted artwork to the definitive history
of the county, Historic Ramblings in
Berkeley County by Russell
Cross. He also has given prints of
his charcoal drawings to the Berke-
ley Museum.

Oliver Buckles, a member of
the Berkeley County Historical So-
ciety, also has asked Mr. Jones to
do some drawings of several historic
sites. Mr. Jones also draws historic
homes in Charleston and the  plan-
tations that still stand in Berkeley
County. Among the structures he
has drawn are the abandoned
Taveau Church near Mepkin Abbey,
the Lewisfield Plantation House and
the Aiken-Rhett House. Though the
historic community has known of
Mr. Jones’ work for some time,
others are surprised Mr. Jones has
created such masterpieces. “I’ve
known him for a couple of years,

but I never knew he was such an
accomplished artist,” said John Hill,
a friend of Mr. Jones.

SOURCE: “Artist saves buildings that
are already gone,” The Augusta
Chronicle Online, Augusta, Georgia, 18
Jan 1998, Associated Press, http://
www.augustachronicle.com/stories/
011898/met_LM5286-L.001.shtml.

Jesse Jones
Julie Block

ARIZONA
Peoria

Janet E. Weimann

OREGON
Portland

Marion (Fultz) Hughes

SOUTH CAROLINA
Florence

Louise (Cross) Caison
Goose Creek

John and Candy Bell
Pineville

Ellen (Huxford) Bobbitt

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

Donations
Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and have not made a
donation, please consider making
one to keep our newsletter coming.
Donations go only to the costs of
printing and mailing the newsletter.

I Still Need Old
Confederate

Records and Such
I know that there must be

some old Confederate States Army
soldier’s letters stored up in your
attic. Did an elderly relative leave
you a box of old papers? Did you
store them in the attic without look-
ing through them? Please take time
right now to pull down that old box
and see what is in it.

I am in dire need of old docu-
ments, letters, pictures and any other
family memorabilia in order to keep
Ballentine Branches coming. You
can do your part by sending just one
photograph or one letter or docu-
ment to be included in a future issue
of our newsletter. If you can write
a little story about the article, so
much the better. I have already had
to go to quarterly publication. I hope
I can continue there, at least. April 20th

 Give a person a fish and
you feed them for a day;
teach that person to use

the Internet and they
won't bother you for

weeks.
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Contributed articles from
family members,

family stories,

... and much more
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.

Ballentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine Branches

Family Newsletter For Ballentine, Huxford
& Connected Families

George H. Ballentine
Editor

Copyright © 2003.  All rights reserved.

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

This ad appeared in Confederate Veteran magazine, Vol. 7, No. 4, April
1899. Their Reunion was held in May of that year at Charleston.

“The St. Charles Hotel, Charleston, S. C.
Situated at corner Meeting and Hasell Street.
Central location.
Headquarters for Veterans.
The only hotel in Charleston
with sufficient balcony room for
all its guests. All processions
pass the St. Charles.
Rates, $2, $2.50, $3.”


