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It’s Family Reunion Time Again!
I hope everyone is

making last minute plans
to attend this year’s an-
nual Ballentine-Huxford
Family Reunion. The
dates are July 26-27, so
come by and update
family records, bring pic-
tures, letters, docu-
ments, etc. for me to
scan and include in our
family history. On Satur-
day I will have my com-
puter and family history
records available for
you to examine and
make printouts of vari-
ous family groups that
may interest you.

On Sunday the for-
mal part of the reunion
will begin with setup at
about 11:00 a.m. and
dinner beginning at about
1:00 p.m. Everyone is
requested to bring a cov-
ered dish and a gallon of tea or lem-
onade. And don’t forget those great

desserts from years past.
The church address is 1681

Joseph Huxford, son of Peter and Lydia Ann (Calvitt)
Huxford and his wife, Ida Diggs Wilder, daughter of
Richard Spencer and Mary E. (Chandler) Wilder, 1926.

Highway 35, Russellville,
South Carolina. For fur-
ther directions or infor-
mation, please contact
me at (254) 542-7259,
or email at
gballentine@hot.rr.com,
or Alice Stevens at
(843) 744-0058, or
alicestevens@knology.net.

For those who need
overnight accommoda-
tions, there is an Econo
Lodge in St. Stephen on
US 52, about 3 miles
from the reunion site.
Their reservation number
is (843) 567-7397.

I look forward to
seeing all of you this year.
Let’s see if we can make
this the biggest family re-
union ever. Don’t forget
the kids. There will be
games for them, too.

The Silk Gown

( See Silk Gown on page 3 )

From The Westfield Jubilee: A Report
of the Celebration at Westfield, Mass.
on the 200th Anniversary of the
Incorporation of the Town, October 6,
1869, Westfield, Clark & Story, 1870.

“No. 6 - Before we cross
over to the north side of Main
street, we insert a recollection of a
story of the Rev. John Ballantine,
the father of ‘Master John.’ We
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This letter was sent to me by Paula
(Fultz) Shank. Her great
grandfather, Lewis Gordon Fultz,
son of Gustavus Adolphus and
Julia Cynthia (Ballentine) Fultz,
was a deacon of St. John’s Baptist
church and this was a letter in his
papers that were handed down to
her.

“To The St. John’s Baptist
Church, St. John’s, So. Car. Polite
attention of Rev. Peter Huxford,
Jr.

Dear brethren,
While in North Carolina, I re-

ceived a letter from bro. Walling,
stating the charges which were pre-
ferred against me. I immediately
wrote, that I have been sorry for
ever since. I acted very imprudently;
and my conduct was not becoming
on professing to follow Christ. I
acknowledge the charges brought
against me, and have repented of
my mis-conduct. When I look
back upon that part of  my life which
was rendered miserable by giving
way to temptation, I shudder at the
thought, but then it is forgiven by
God, and it rises up as a warning
for the future. I would be glad to
be with you at your church meet-
ing, but am necessarily compelled
to leave before then. I place the
matter in bro. Huxford’s hands;
and if you see fit to restore me to
the position which I formerly occu-
pied in your church, I will endeavor,
by my Godly conversations and
works, to show to the world that I
have been with Jesus, and have
learned of him.

Letter to the
Preacher

Yours, in christian love,
Henry D. Lequeux

St. Stephen’s, 22d Sep.
1860.
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This was sent to me by Bob Chapman who lives in Hartford, Connecticut.
He is an ancestor of Rulaney Ballentine, daughter of John J. and
Rulaney (Unknown) Ballentine, who married John Enos Fultz. The
author of this is unknown, and it can be found in a number of places on
the Internet. If anyone knows who the author is, please notify me so I can
give proper credit.

Lord, Thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older
and will some day be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must
say something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me from
craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me thoughtful but not
moody: helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a
pity not to use it all, but Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few friends at
the end.

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to
get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing,
and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. I
dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others’ pains, but help
me to endure them with patience.

I dare not ask for an improved memory, but for a growing humility, and a
lessening cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the
memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may
be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet: I do not want to be a saint - some of them
are so hard to live with - but a sour old person is one of the crowning
works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected
places, and talents in unexpected people. And give me, O Lord, the
grace to tell them so.     Amen.

17th-Century Nun’s Prayer
Author Unknown

Colonial Gunsmiths
The following information is

taken from Gunsmiths of the
Carolinas, 1660-1870, Whisker;
Bryan Russo; McKnight, Old
Bedford Village Press, Bedford,
Pennsylvania, 1994.

Balentine (Ballantine),
John ( - 1744). gunsmith. 1720-

44, Charleston, South Carolina.
Will of James Dupoid D’Or, fa-
ther of John’s wife Elizabeth, “I
give & bequeath unto John
Ballantine of Charles Town,
aforesaid gunsmith... £50,” re-
corded on 20 October 1725
[Charleston Wills 2, section, p.
83]. On 5 June 1733 Elizabeth
and John Ballantine sold for £250

part of lot number 297 on Broad
St. [24 Charleston Land Records
24, Book MM, p. 290]. On 4 Oc-
tober 1734 Joseph, son of Eliza-
beth and John Ballantine, was bap-
tized [12 S.C. Historical and Ge-
nealogical Magazine 36]. On 5
October 1744 Ballantine sold a
slave for £220. On 14 July 1752
the estate of John Ballantine, late
gunsmith of Charleston, was ap-
praised by John Ballantine,
joiner, at £821/15/0, including four
slaves valued at £650. There were
no working tools [Charleston
Wills, Vol. 79, p. 434; Mackin-
tosh; Kauffman, Early American
Gunsmiths, p. 6].

Ballantine, Patrick ( -
1720). gunsmith. 1720, Charleston,
South Carolina. He made his will
on 15 September 1720. In his will
he mentioned his son John and
grandson James. John inherited a
half share of a lot and house on
White Point, a lot in Providence and
a tract in Port Royal [Mackintosh;
Kauffman, Early American Gun-
smiths, p.6].

Silk Gown
( Continued from page 1 )

( See Silk Gown on page 4 )

do not vouch for its truth, and
therefore, some parts of it may in-
vade the realm of fable. But, ‘I tell
the tale as it was told to me.’

After the parson was settled,
like other clergymen, he looked
about him for an helpmeet; and as
the outgoings and incomings of a
parson, in the matrimonial paths, are
often the subject of particular re-
gard, especially to those who have
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30th Wedding Anniversary

George Hugh Ballentine and Deborah Gottliebsen were
married June 22, 1973 in Pirmasens, Germany.

George and Deborah (Gottliebsen)
Ballentine of Copperas Cove, Texas, celebrated their
30th wedding anniversary in June. They were married
June 22, 1973 in Pirmasens, Federal Republic of Ger-
many. A small  celebration included dinner with friends
at the FireHouse Ranch Restaurant in Little River,
Texas.

Deborah is the daughter of Daniel Thomas and
Imogene (Lovin) Gottliebsen. George is the son of
William Wayne and Geneva (Meares) Ballentine.
Both were serving in the United States Army in Ger-
many at the time of their marriage. Because of the na-
ture of their jobs, they had the day off to get married,
but returned to duty the following day.

They  have two sons, Keith Townsend
Ballentine who lives with his wife, Amanda (Gode)
Ballentine, in Gainesville, Florida and Stephen Hugh
Ballentine who also lives in Copperas Cove, Texas.

Silk Gown

( See Silk Gown, page 6 )

Family Reunion - 1997

Loretta Inez (Russell) Paris (October 29, 1923 - December 7, 1999),
daughter of Henry Klintworth and Inez Cleveland (Huxford) Russell
enjoys the 1997 Family Reunion at the Russellville Christian Church
Fellowship Hall. She married Archie Paris on April 6, 1947.

( Continued from page 3 )
marriageable daughters, - and we
suspect, that the subject was of still
more interest, at a time when the
office of pastor was, more than
now, a higher office than it is at
present, even as a militia captain was
as great a man then, as a major gen-
eral now, - it became a question of
great interest to the people, who
was to be installed, as the female
colleague of the parson. Rumor
soon reported, that he had looked
over the heads of spinsters of his
town, and cast his affections upon
a kinswoman of Governor
Winthrop of Boston. She was
highly spoken of, as a lady of talent
and virtue; but she had been bred
up in a style of refinement and
luxury, and, upon great occasions,
was accustomed to array herself in

a silk gown! The deacons felt con-
strained by the impelling force of
public sentiment, to remonstrate
with their pastor, and admonish him

of the danger of importing such an
example of extravagance into such
a staid, quiet and rural population
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CALIFORNIA
Cathedral City

Janiece (Ballentine) Stumph

LOUISIANA
Shreveport

Walter Piere & Jeanne (Hull) Russell

TENNESSEE
Knoxville

David & Cheryl (Dambeck) Bynum

Please send donations to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

Donations
Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. If you enjoy the
newsletter and have not made a
donation, please consider making
one to keep our newsletter coming.
Donations go only to the costs of
printing and mailing the newsletter.

If you have access to the Internet, take a moment and check out OUR
Ballentine-Huxford Family History Page and Ballentine Branches
websites above. I maintain these sites and am always updating. There are
pictures and information about different branches of our tree. Information
changes regularly, so check back often.   Don’t see what you want?  ASK!

We Are On The Internet, Too!
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~ballentinebranches

Email:
 gballentine@hot.rr.com

Deaths

POWELL

Mary Catherine (Thweatt)
“Kate” Powell, 96, widow of
Joseph E. Powell, died April 26,
2003 in a Summerville nursing
home. She was born February 12,
1907  in Bonneau, South Carolina,
a daughter of William Dean and
Catherine (Cocowitch) Thweatt,
and a 3rd great granddaughter of
Harlock and Judith (Jones)
Huxford. Interment was April 29,
2003 in St. John’s Baptist Church
Cemetery in Moncks Corner, South
Carolina. Surviving are two sons,
Joseph M. Powell, and S. Dean
Powell, both of Moncks Corner.

MYERS

Rosa Lee (Clark) Myers, 96, of
Moncks Corner, died April 28,
2003 at her residence. She was
born in Cross, Berkeley County,
South Carolina, a daughter of
Oscar Clark and Martha Metts.
She was the widow of Archie
Andrew Myers, a grandson of
Andrew & Catherine Wood
(Harvey) Ballentine. Surviving
are three sons, Edward James
Myers of Goose Creek,
Dempsey  J. Myers of
Summerville and Leon Clarence
Myers of Vance; five daughters,
Christine Martha Green and
Hazel Ruth Driggers, both of
Summerville, Janie Mae Shaw of
Goose Creek, Caroline Eunice
Ivey of Ladson, and Catherine
Zada Gierman of New Lenox,

Illinois; 25 grandchildren, 31 great-
grandchildren and 6 great-great-
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by three sons, Andrew
Archie Myers, Eugene John
Myers, and Levi Oscar Myers.
Interment was at Wassamassaw
Baptist Church Cemetery on April
30, 2003 .

SMITH

Mervelle Victoria (Ballentine)
Smith, 89, widow of Wheeler B.
Smith of Summerville, South
Carolina, died May 3, 2003, in a
local hospital. She was born July
18, 1913, in Berkeley County,
South Carolina, a daughter of
Lewis Edward and Lottie
(Austin) Ballentine. Interment
was May 5, 2003, at Rudd Branch
Cemetery. Among her survivors are
a son, Wheeler B. Smith, Jr., of
Summerville and  daughters, Betty
Jean Wilkinson and Mildred
“Mickey” Thrower both of
Summerville.

REMEMBER
GRANDPARENTSGRANDPARENTSGRANDPARENTSGRANDPARENTSGRANDPARENTS

DAYDAYDAYDAYDAY
SEPTEMBER 7th

UNITED
                            WE

STAND
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Source: Roster of Ex-Confederate Veterans, With Remarks and Roster of Camp 122,
Texas, Original Members, typed by Leannell Wilson Porter, copied from the Original
Roster, 1965-1966, copyright 1966, Bell County Historical Survey Committee, Bell
County, Texas.

In 1888 a group of Confederate States Army veterans held a re-
union in Belton, Bell County, Texas. The area where the actual reunion
was held is known today as Confederate Park. In that same year, 1888,
the veterans formed the Ex-Confederate Veterans Association and be-
gan to keep a ledger of memberships. A person joining the Association
would register under the state of Confederate service. There is also an
alphabetical list in the book under “Original Camp 122.” The Associa-
tion ultimately became United Confederate Veterans Camp 122. There-
fore, some veterans may be listed in the State listings, but NOT in the
members section if they opted to not join under Camp 122. Also in-
cluded are remarks about their units, battles, wounds, captures, escapes,
etc. This information would not normally be found with their CSA Ser-
vice Records.

The book is now housed in the Bell County Museum in Belton and
is not accessible to the public except for viewing under glass. A tran-
scription of the book was made in 1965-1966. That is the source for the
list of South Carolinians that “went to Texas” perhaps to avoid the repre-
hensible Reconstruction they knew was to be the fate of the Southern
States. After the list of veterans, refer to the Remarks Number to see
what other information they may have recorded about themselves. If you
have lost a CSA veteran in your research, you may just find him here.

Name/Age/Date of Enlistment/Rank/Company/Regiment/Arm of
Service/Brigade/Division/Corps/ Department/Post Office/Remarks
Number

Elliott, J. M./50/1861/Pvt./G/10/Inf./Manegault/Anderson/Polk/Tenn./
Bartlett/-

Furman, Jno. M./42/1862/Pvt./A/Batt. Inf. of S.C. Cadets/Elliott/
Hardee/-/-/Belton/65

Hawkins, Perry/47/1861/Chaplain/2/Heavy Arty./-/A.S. Johnson/
Beauregard/Belton/62

Kelso, J. S./44/1864/Pvt./E/2/Cav./Bragg/Hampton/-/Tenn./Bartlett/-
Love, W. E./52/1861/Pvt./G/5 Regt. Inf. & 1st Palmetto/Jenkins/

Anderson/Longstreet/A.N.V./Salado/63
McDowell, J. T./50/1864/Pvt./E/7/Inf./Hagood/Hokes/Longstreet/

A.N.V./Belton/-
Morton, ___/-/-/Pvt./I/5 Regt. Inf. & 1st Palmetto/Jenkins/Anderson/

South Carolina Confederate States Army
Veterans in Texas

( See CSA Veterans - SC on page 7 )

Deaths

MORRIS

Annie Ballentine Morris, 99,
entered into eternal rest June 15,
2003. Mrs. Morris was born on
June 23, 1903, in Holly Hill, SC, a
daughter of Elvin Wesley and
Catherine Elizabeth (Mizell)
Ballentine. Surviving are two
daughters, Jessie Lee Evans of
Summerville and Annie Laurie
Koger and her husband Ernest of
Johns Island; 8 grandchildren, 26
great grandchildren, 42 great
grandchildren, 4 great, great, great
grandchildren, and several
stepchildren. Mrs. Morris was
honored on January 2, 1999, as the
matriarch of six generations. She
was predeceased by three
husbands, O. H. Mazzell, Hugh
Ward, and Robert J. Morris;
two brothers James Elvin and
Leon T. Ballentine and two
sisters, Rubell Droze and Laura
E. Griffin. Interment was  June 18,
2003 at First Baptist Church of
John’s Island Cemetery.

Silk Gown
( Continued from page 4 )

( See Silk Gown, page 7 )

as Westfield. He listened to them
attentively, and considered their ar-
gument, and finally proceeded to
do, as men usually do, when infatu-
ated with a lady of a kindred spirit,
- he married her.

A short time after she had as-
sumed the discharge of her duties,
he invited his deacons to a sort of
pastoral dinner. It was gotten up in
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Longstreet/-/-/-
Oliver, S. L./-/1861/1st Lieut./F/1/-/McGowans/A.P. Hill/Jackson/-

/Temple/61
Snipe, J. A./-/-/Pvt./L/2/-/Fields/Hood/Longstreet/-/-
Vandiver, H. A./60/1861/1st Lieut./L/1/Inf./Gregg/A.P. Hill/

Longstreet/A.N.V./Temple/64
Walker, J. C./56/1862/Pvt./C/2/Inf./Jenkins/Fields/Longstreet/

A.N.V./Belton/-
Remarks:

61 S. L. Oliver - After fall Ft. Sumpter went to Virginia. Promoted
Brevet 2d Lt. for meritorious conduct at Bat. of Cold Harbor. Afterward
promoted by seniority 1st Lt. Served as such till surrendered at
Appomattox C.H. (court house) Ap. ’65. Wounded at Chancellorsville,
left hip broken and severe contusion of abdomen.
62 Perry Hawkins - in 1861 & 2 was Chap. Palmetto Reg. L. Art.
1862 & 3 Sup. Field Hospitals 1864 & 5. Chap. 2d Reg. Heavy Art. on
James Island, S.C. til evacuation of Charleston. Then Infantry in N.C. till
surrender at Greensborough, N.C. under J.E. Johnston.
63 W. E. Love - Was in 1st Bat. Mannasas also 2nd Mannasas,
Seven Pines, Yorktown, 7 days at Richmond and was transferred to
Army of Tenn. was in seige Vicksburg, was captured twice and escaped,
was granted leave of absence to go to relief of wife who was arrested
and put in prison.
64 H. A. Vandiver - In Battles Seven Days at Richmond,
Fredericksburg, Culpepper, Wilderness, Chacelorsville, 2nd Mannassas,
Petersburg, Gettysburg, Pa., Cappomatox, and many others, Harpers
Ferry.
65 Jno. M. Furman - Went in Dec. 15 ’62, served on James and
Johns Island near Charleston and at Pocoaligo, said service being a
succession of skirmishes and fights. Was with Hardee and Johnson on
retreat from Savannah, Ga. to Bentonville, N.C.

CSA Veterans - SC
( Continued from page 7 )

Silk Gown
( Continued from page 6 )

a style, which was unusual to the
men of this primitive town. She pre-
sided at the table with grace and
dignity; and by her polite attention
to the supply of the wants of her
guests, her apt conversation, and
her kindly, though stately manner,
she almost overcome their precon-

ceived prejudices. After the repast
was over, and she had retired, leav-
ing the gentlemen to the enjoyment
of their tobacco, and those lubri-
cating admixtures, in which it is said,
the worthies of that period took
great delight, Parson Ballantine
reminded them that they had had
an opportunity of observing his
wife, in the sphere of her new du-
ties; and he asked them, succes-

sively, beginning at the eldest, how
they were pleased with Mrs.
Ballantine? He replied that he
liked her well; she was a handsome
and accomplished lady. She pre-
sided at the table with the dignity of
a queen, and the courtesy of an an-
gel. Her meat was done to a turn,
and her puddings and pies had a
melting richness about them, which
had never been equalled. ‘But, re-
vered sir, there is that silk gown! I
observed how it shone, and rustled.
It was a sort of snare to my own
eyes; I could hardly help being
tempted to imagine how my own
wife and daughter would look in one
of those robes of satin; and if such
is the case with me, how will it be
with those who have not the same
restraining grace?’ Thus this dea-
con struck the key-note, and all the
others vibrated in unison. All ad-
mired her, all wondered at her ac-
complishments; but all of them were
distressed at that silk gown; and
they lamented, that such a highly
educated, virtuous, affable, and in-
telligent woman, should have her
affections so strongly placed upon
the vanities of the world.

At the conclusion of these ex-
pressions of opinion, the good pas-
tor pondered for a few moments in
deep thought, and at last observed
to them: - ‘I see, my dear brethren,
that no one of you seems exactly to
be satisfied with Mrs. Ballantine;
and as you do not feel inclined to
take her yourselves, I will thank you
to let her alone, and I will keep her
myself.’ ”

The only difference
between a rut and a grave

is the depth
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Contributed articles from
family members,

family stories,

... and much more
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.

Ballentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine BranchesBallentine Branches

Family Newsletter For Ballentine, Huxford
& Connected Families

George H. Ballentine
Editor

Copyright © 2003.  All rights reserved.

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

“The above plat represents a Tract of Land Situate in the District of
Georgetown State of South Carolina on Black River about five miles above
Kingstree Bridge Originally Granted to John Ballantine now the property
of          containing by Resurvey the 4th day of November 1791 Six
Hundred and Eighty Seven Acres.    Wm. Sturges, Surv.r”


