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2003 - Another Successful Reunion

Penny (Hunter) Ballantyne, wife of James Calvert Ballantyne, Jr.,
supervises the piñata - an annual favorite with the children.

This year’s
reunion was an-
other success, es-
pecially with the
children. We had a
small group this
year, but that
seems to happen
every other year.
I was particularly
happy that my son,
Keith Townsend
Ballentine, now
living in Florida,
could come to the
reunion. He can be
seen in the center
background of the
picture above. Amanda, his wife
was not able to come with him.

One thing that I am really grati-
fied by is the number of children that
have been attending in the past sev-
eral years. I believe that is a good
thing and that we should try to get
the young ones involved more. The
family reunion experience can only
be a positive one, and we all know

how many negatives they encoun-
ter each day.

I would like to thank everyone
who helped to make this reunion a
success. Special thanks has to go to
Alice (Price) Stevens for her or-
ganizing of the event; Penny
(Hunter) Ballantyne for taking
charge of the children’s events; we
cannot leave out “the sisters”,

Brenda (Brown)
Gunter, Marilyn
(Brown) Callaway
and Elaine (Brown)
Roberts for their ef-
forts; and Beth
(Huxford) Graham
and Ellen (Huxford)
Bobbitt for their co-
ordination efforts
with the church.

The date for
next year has not
been firmed up, yet,
but I believe it will be
the same weekend -
July 24 & 25, 2004.
July has five week-

ends next year and that is the fourth
one. It is not too early to start mak-
ing plans for next year.

I will be there with the family
history records and invite everyone
to come by and update their
branches. Of course, you can also
do it before then, too.

WE SUPPORT
OUR TROOPS
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This story is taken from The
Westfield Jubilee: A Report of the
Celebration at Westfield, Mass. on
the 200th Anniversary of the
Incorporation of the Town,
October 6, 1869, Westfield,
Clark & Story, 1870, pages 176-
180.

“Adjacent to Mr. Lyman’s,
was the Ballantine house, then oc-
cupied by Winthrop Ballantine,
and Rev. John Ballantine, or as
he was called ‘Master John.’ They
were the sons of Parson
Ballantine, on of the pastors of the
church for Westfield, one of whose
daughters married Gen. John
Ashley of Suffield, the father of the
late Maj. William Ashley, who was
the father of Mrs. Jane P. Bates.
‘Master John’ was a marked char-
acter. He was a man of much learn-
ing, of great reading and study, and
in some of his characteristics, he
resembled the Rev. Abel Sampson,
whose character has been so well
described by Sir Walter Scott, in
Guy Mannering. He was small and
erect in his figure, with long iron-gray
hair, combed back; a marked face,
a marked manner of expression, ac-
companied by a slight brogue; his
voice harsh and unmusical; and
when he sang, which he commonly
did, ‘in meeting,’ he followed the
choir a note or two behind, so that
his singing produced a marked sen-
sation, especially among the young
worshipers, who seemed to take
much delight in his remarkable dis-
cords. Like Mr. Sampson, he was
never married; his time being de-
voted entirely to his study, and in tak-
ing charge of the town library, which
was kept in his chamber. He was
licensed to preach; but he never re-

ceived ‘a call,’ except at times to
supply the pulpit when Parson
Knapp was absent. It is narrated
of him, that on one or these occa-
sions, there had been for a long time
no rain, and the earth was dry and
parched. ‘Master John’ prayed
earnestly for the dews upon the
mown grass, and showers that wa-
ter the earth; and after several
weekly petitions, his prayers were
answered. The windows of heaven
were opened, and down came the
torrents, that made up the Jefferson
flood. The river rose to an unprec-
edented hight. The meadows were
overflowed, and still the waters in-
creased so as really to alarm the
people. Sunday came, and with it,
‘Master John,’ in the sacred desk,
indicating by his manner that some-
thing was to be done, and that
quickly. He modestly referred to the
earnest petitions he had offered up
for the ‘cisterns of the sky,’ and the
discharge of their contents upon ‘the
thirsty ridges of the field,’ and how
abundantly that petition had been
answered; and in view of that fact,
that apparently a deluge was im-
pending, he broke out into the fol-
lowing supplication: ‘Lord, Lord, stay
thy hand! O, stay they hand!
Enough! enough! art thou a going to
drown us out?’ It is said that the rain
ceased, the waters subsided, and the
woodchucks, and other dwellers in
the holes of the earth, who had been
drowned out, as ‘Master John’
feared the people would have been,
returned to their burrows, or dug new
holes above high water mark. As I
intend to finish his portraiture at one
sitting, I add another anecdote which
I listened to, when a boy, much of
the interest of which will be lost to
those who never heard the formal,
pompous language of ‘Master
John,’ affected as it was by a slight

paralytical shake. He had a very
small dog, who was very fond of
amusing himself, by running after
sheep. As he wished to correct this
propensity in the dog, he applied to
his neighbor, Stephen Douglass, for
the proper direction. Douglass told
him there was no difficulty, and if
he would bring up the dog to his shop,
he would cure him. The dog was
brought. But we can not do it jus-
tice. Take the stand, ‘Master
John,’ and tell your own story. ‘I
went to my neighbor, the smolaker,
him who mendeth the shoes, and in-
quired of him, if Pank could be cured
of his vicious propensity in follow-
ing after the sheep? He answered
that there was no difficulty, and that
if I would bring Pank unto him, he
would be instrumental in his cure.
Accordingly, I brought Pank to the
shop of the smolaker. He at once
connected a short rope to the collar
of the dog; and having caught a huge
ram of his flock, he affixed the rope
to the horns of the ram. He then
ceased to restrain the ram, and at
the same time shook his leather
apron; this affrighted the ram, who
ran across the field with amazing
velocity, Pank following him unwill-
ingly, and with unequal steps. When
they approached the bounds of the
field, the ram leaped the fence; and
as he descended on the other side,
he brought poor Pank’s head against
the rail, and he expired on the spot.’

The Ballantine house was a
large mansion, in front of which,
stood two large elm trees; one of
them was the largest tree in the
town, nor do I recollect ever to have
seen its equal. It was cut down, in
barbarous taste, because, as it was
said, the roots and shade injured the
neighboring garden.

Master John
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After this past reunion I
returned to our humble abode
in Prosperity (presently one
bedroom in the in-laws house).
In and of itself that is another
adventure to write about.  Now
that we have returned to South
Carolina (specifically the
Dutch Fork area) I am in fa-
miliar surroundings where I
used to “explore” in my
younger days when I had more
time and money than I do pres-
ently.

I talked to George at the re-
union and he asked if I was familiar
with the Macedonia Lutheran
Church nearby. As it turned out, I
had recently taken a wrong turn and

ended up at Macedonia Lutheran
Church. Due to my terrific hearing
and George’s committment to stay
at the lake house as long as possible

we did not meet to go there together.
I had given him some brief direc-
tions and he made it without me.

A week or so later I went out
that way and spoke to the secretary
in the office. She informed me she
did have a church history book that
was written by one Rev. Arthur W.
Ballentine. Reading through it was
a little distressing. I found out some
of the church records that could
have been helpful to us had been
“disposed” of and there was the
story circulating (and in the church
history) that the original graveyard
had been flooded when the lake was
formed nearby.

Recently I revisited the church
to pick up a copy of the church his-
tory to read for myself (I sent
George the earlier copy). I spoke

Macedonia Lutheran Church
James Calvert Ballantyne, Jr.

to the secretary again and re-
ceived information on how to
order the history in case there
are those who would find it in-
teresting.

Following is the infor-
mation provided:

Cost - $5.50 (includes
postage)
Macedonia Lutheran Church
49 Macedonia Church Road
Prosperity, SC 29127

803-364-3786
www.macedonialutheran.net

I also had a chance to speak
with the minister concerning the
mystery graves that were under the
lake. He assured me the cemetery
adjacent to the church was the origi-
nal site and none of the sites were
under water. I did not survey the
entire graveyard but I came across
two Ballentine graves. I will have
to return with pencil and paper so I
can record all of the information on
the stones.
John William Ballentine
Silas J. Ballentine

Hopefully, I will have new ad-
ditions to the “findings” each month
so watch for more news from the
Dutch Fork!

This Will Be Our
Last Issue

I am sorry to have to say this,
but this will be our last issue of
Ballentine Branches for a while. So,
I am asking that no more donations
be sent to support our family news-
letter.

I have asked repeatedly over

the last couple of years for help in
gathering information for our news-
letter, but, for the most part, it has
fallen on deaf ears.

I just do not see how I can
continue to publish without any in-
put from family members. I am a
long way from home, and have little
day to day contact. I have had to
rely on family members to let me
know of births, deaths, marriages,

and other life events. One can leaf
back through the past issues to see
that I have not received that infor-
mation on a regular basis.

As I write this I am wonder-
ing how I am going to complete this
issue which is already over a month
late. I just do not have enough ma-
terial to continue.

( See Last Issue on page 7 )
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Family Reunion - 1991

30th Wedding Anniversary

Robbie “Bob” and Lillian
(Keller) Ballentine of St. Stephen,
South Carolina celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary in July. They
were married July 6, 1973 in St.
Stephen. They celebrated with a
weekend away in Myrtle Beach.
Lillian is the daughter of Edwin
Phillip Keller, Jr. and Sadie Gib-
bons. Bob is the son of Calvitt
Benjamin Ballentine and Mildred
Hood.

They have three children.
Their oldest son is Robbie Packer
Ballentine, Jr. who lives with his
wife Krystal (Rourk) Ballentine
in St. Stephen. Their daughter is

Sally Ann (Ballentine) Wofford who lives in Columbia with her husband Lane Samuel Wofford. Their young-
est son is Phillip Benjamin Ballentine who is a sophomore at the University of South Carolina.

Pictured are John Gordon Fultz, son of Lewis Gordon and Annie
Eliza (Haynes) Fultz and his son, Robert Gordon Fultz.

A Tour of Cross

After the reunion this year, I
was invited by Mrs. Louise
(Cross) Caison to accompany her
on a guided tour of Cross. This
turned out to be a most enjoyable
day. I will not mention her age, but I
had a hard time keeping up with her
that day.

We visited her place out on the
lake and some relatives. We followed
that with a trip to Moss Grove
Plantatioin where we visited the old
Cross House which was built in
1880 by Adam Cross.

Next door a Cross relative
showed us the old Cross sawmill.
He said it was over 100 years old,
but still worked fine. He powers it
today with the rear wheel of a ‘74
Ford Maverick.

The house is still in good con-
dition, but nobody lives there now. A
picture can be seen on page 8. Next
time you are in Cross, take time to
visit the old house and look around.

Happy Holidays To All !

Hope you all have a great Thanksgiving

and Christmas & a Happy New Year !
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SOUTH CAROLINA
Bonneau

Rhodea (Lockliear) McKenzie

Florence
Louise (Cross) Caison

Ridgeville
Richard & Barbara (Hilton) West

St. Stephen
Bob & Lillian (Keller) Ballentine

Jesse Hart Jones

VIRGINIA
Virginia Beach

Julie Block

Please send newsletter material to:
George H. Ballentine

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

(254) 542-7259

Donations
Thanks to all who made donations
since last issue. I hope to begin
publication again in the future, but
just do not have the material right
now to continue. Donations go only
to the costs of printing and mailing
the newsletter and I will let everyone
know when I need more donations.

If you have access to the Internet, take a moment and check out OUR
Ballentine-Huxford Family History Page and Ballentine Branches
websites above. I maintain these sites and am always updating. There are
pictures and information about different branches of our tree. Information
changes regularly, so check back often.   Don’t see what you want?  ASK!

We Are On The Internet, Too!
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~ballentinebranches

Email:
 gballentine@hot.rr.com

BirthsDeaths

William Marion Cross, 75, of
Cross, South Carolina, a retired
construction superintendent with
Newton Builders, died July 28, 2003
at his residence. Mr. Cross was
born May 24, 1928, in Berkeley
County, a son of John Heyward
and Mae Belle (Brinson) Cross.
He was a U.S. Navy Veteran and a
member of the American Legion.
Surviving are his wife, Juanita
Crawford Cross of Cross; two
daughters, Norma Moore of
Pineville; Sherrie Stadnik of Cross;
two sons, Bill Cross and Ronnie
Cross, both of Cross; eight
grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren. Burial was July 31,
2003 at Friendship United Methodist
Church in Cross.

CROSS

Doris Ann (Ballentine) Law, 73,
of Moncks Corner, South Carolina,
widow of Clarence Oliver Law,
Sr., died July 22, 2003 at her
residence. Mrs. Law was born
October 8, 1929, in Moncks Corner,
a daughter of Renne Otto and
Annie Elizabeth (Myers)
Ballentine, Sr. A brother R.O.
Ballentine, Jr., preceded her in
death. Surviving are her mother of
Moncks Corner, a daughter,
Margaret K. Myrick of
Chattanooga, Tenn.; a son,
Clarence O. “Bud” Law, Jr. of
Moncks Corner; a brother, Harold
A. Ballentine of Columbia; and
three grandchildren. Burial was  July
24, 2003 in the First Baptist Church
Cemetery, Moncks Corner, South
Carolina.

LAW

Jacob Samuel Peters was born
February 26, 2003 to John Franklin
and Amy Elizabeth (Graham)
Peters. Amy is the daughter of
Tommy and Beth  (Huxford)
Graham of Russellville, South
Carolina.

Ryan Lane Huxford was born
April 21, 2003 to Jack Rusty and
Donna Dee (Droze) Huxford.
Rusty is son of Jack Russell and
Elizabeth Imogene (Hood)
Russell, and Donna is daughter of
Thomas Royce and Delores
(Murray) Droze.

Nadia Christine Connor was
born August 26, 2003 to Kenny
Eugene Connor and Elizabeth
Kathleen McDowell. Kenny is
the son of Alice (Price) Stevens
and her first husband Wesley
Eugene Connor and stepfather,
Scott Cameron Stevens.
Elizabeth is the daughter of  John
and Debra (Phigpen) McDowell
and stepfather, Mike Fitzpatrick.

Life is simpler
when you plow

around the stumps
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Bible of Peter Huxford, Jr. (Continued)

(Left) Walter Harley Huxford Son of Ben & Mary,
was born on the 26th of April 1874.
Edith Huxford daughter of Ben & Mary was born on
the 30th July 1876.
Camiller Calvit Huxford Son of Ben & Mary was
born on the 6th of October 1878.
Cecil D. Huxford daughter of Ben & Mary was born
on the 14th February 1882.
Benj. Robert Huxford Son of Benj. and Mary was
born on the 9th Dec. 1884.
Jeremiah O. Huxford Son of Benj. & Mary was born
on the 28th Feb. 1887.
Inez C. Huxford daughter of Ben and Mary was born
15th Aug. 1889.
Roberta Huxford daughter of Ben and Mary, born 19th
of July 1895.
Eunice Louveta Huxford daughter of Camilla &
Clara Huxford was born August 6th 1904.
Benjamin Hurley Huxford Son of Camilla & Clara
Huxford was born October 18th 1905.
Mary Alice Huxford duaghter of Camilla and Clara
Huxford was born July 24th 1907.
Phoebe Roberta Huxford daughter of Camilla and

Clara Huxford was born April 18th 1909 at Hadley,
Ala.
Camilla C. Huxford son of Camilla and Clara
Huxford was born August 10th 1911 at Atmore, Ala.
Clara Edith Huxford daughter of Camilla and
Clara was born 16th November 1912.
William Harley Huxford son of Jere and Hattie
was born June 1st 1912 at Steadham, Ala.
Walter Hyndon Huxford son of Camilla and
Clara was born on the 14th day of August 1915 at
Atmore, Ala.
(Right) Jere Orvin Huxford and Martha E.
Pennington were married on July 7th, 1938.
Jere Orvin Huxford, Jr. Son of Jere & Hattie
Huxford was born on the 22nd of Oct. 1914.
Atmore, Ala.
Caroline Marguerite Huxford Daughter of Jere
& Hattie Huxford was born on the 27th of July
1916. Atmore, Ala.
Cecil Lane Huxford Son of Jere & Hattie
Huxford was born on the 19th of June 1918.
Wainwright, Ala.

( See Huxford Bible on page 7 )
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Willis Emery Ballentine Family

This photo-
graph was sent to
me by Mary
Freeman who is
doing research on
her family. Willis
E m e r y
Ballentine was
from Tennessee
and she thinks his
parents were
John N. and
E l i z a b e t h
Ballentine. If you
have information
on this family
please contact me
and I will pass it on
to Mary.

This is what was written on
the back of the photograph:

July 4, 1918  Town Camp
Beulah – Alias: Frogtown, Arkansas

Back Row Left to Right:
Grace Platt, Uncle Clarence &
Aunt Rena Ballentine, Uncle
Eddie & Aunt Ethel Ballentine,
Uncle Bill & Aunt Marion
Ballentine, Uncle Sandy & Aunt
Bessie Robertson, Lizzie Platt,
Aunt Edna & Uncle Clyde
Ballentine, Aunt Margaret
Miller.

Second Row: Nellie Burns,

Bessie Johnson, Andrew I. Graham,
Elizabeth Graham, Mollie Graham,
Reba Ray Graham (being held by
Mollie) grandfather Willis Balentine
& (step) Grandmother, Aunt Bell
Platt & Son, Florence L. Graham.

Third Row: Robert E. Gra-
ham, Inez L. Graham, Ruth R. Gra-
ham, Elizabeth Miller, (Big) Minnie
Gentry, Bessie G. Graham, Harold
Miller, Dale Miller, Joe Platt, Thelma
Jane Ballentine.

Mary said, “After doing some
research I have revised the list us-
ing each person’s full maiden names
[if known].”

B a c k
Row Left to
Right: Grace
P l a t t ,
C l a r e n c e
B a l l e n t i n e ,
Rena Findley,
E d d i e
B a l l e n t i n e ,
Ethel Clark,
B i l l
B a l l e n t i n e ,
Marion Gra-
ham, Sandy
R o b e r t s o n ,
B e s s i e
B a l e n t i n e ,
Lizzie Platt,

Edna May Lichlyter, Clyde
Ballentine, Margaret Graham.

Second Row: Nellie Burns,
Bessie Johnson, Andrew Irvon
Graham, Elizabeth Graham, Mollie
Ballentine, Reba Ray Graham,
Willis Emery Ballentine, Step
Grandmother, Bell Ballentine, &
Son Ed Platt, Florence L. Graham.

Third Row: Robert E. Gra-
ham, Inez Lucille Graham, Ruth
Ruby Graham, Elizabeth Miller,
Minnie Gentry, Bessie G. Graham,
Harold Miller, Dale Miller, Joe
Platt, Thelma Jane Ballentine.

Huxford Bible
( Continued from page 6 )

Rayford Gordon Huxford Son of
Jere and Hattie Huxford was born
on the 20th of Oct. 1920.
Monroeville, Ala.
Rayford Gordon Huxford
departed this life Feb. 1, 1943. He
was killed in a plane crash off the
coast of San Diego, Cal. while in
active service in World War II.

I do want to thank those who
have taken time to contribute sto-
ries to past issues. Without their help
I would have had to cease publica-
tion quite some time ago.

I also want to thank all who
have made financial donations to
Ballentine Branches. It takes a lot
of money to put our an eight page

Last Issue
( Continued from page 3 )

newsletter for seven years. If any-
one feels that they have not gotten
their money’s worth for their dona-
tion, let me know and I will gladly
refund your money.

It has been an honor to serve
as your family newsletter editor. I
hope Ballentine Branches has been
something that you looked forward
to getting. Perhaps I will be able to
begin publication again in the future.
Thank you.



Coming Soon!

Contributed articles from
family members,

family stories,

... and much more
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If you know of someone who is
not receiving our newsletter,
please send me their address and
I will get them on the mailing list.
They will receive the newsletter
and be guaranteed of family
reunion notification.

Ballentine Branches

Family Newsletter For Ballentine, Huxford
& Connected Families

George H. Ballentine
Editor

Copyright © 2003.  All rights reserved.

2714 Phyllis Dr.
Copperas Cove, TX 76522-4311

Moss Grove Plantation house located in Cross, Berkeley County, South
Carolina. Built in 1880, this was the home of Adam Cross, early settler in
the area and first Postmaster of Cross Post Office. Adam Cross was
also a Confederate Veteran, serving as a private in Co. C, 4th South Carolina
Cavalry after his enlistment on December 8, 1862.


