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June means another month and another newsletter.  We are now into mid year and still sailing in smooth waters when it comes to getting the newsletter published.  A lot of submissions this month, and I want to thank everyone who took the time to provide information.  A special thanks goes out to our cousin Martha Jones of Victoria, Texas.  Martha did some excellent work in putting to-gether an article on John Van Bibber who settled in Victoria in the late 1830's.  Every year she brings a group of genealogical researchers to the Family History Library for a week here in Salt Lake City and I get the opportunity to spend some time with her comparing notes.

The summer time means vacations and family reunions.  You may now be able to find the time to do some of that family research you have been putting off.  Anyone coming up with new family infor-mation, regardless of what line you descend, please be sure and share it with us.  Also, keep us in-formed on current events within the family.  We look forward to your contributions.

Here it is, all twenty-seven pages.  I hope you enjoy.

Your Editor,

Gary R. Hawpe
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NEW SUBSCRIBERS:
This month we have the following three new subscribers joining our ranks.  We lost three others because of invalid addresses.  We continue to have 614 subscribers receiving the newsletter.

1. Connie Stephens  --  ctybos@peoplepc.com  --  Isaac Van Bibber, Jr. and Elizabeth Hays

2. Dale Bryan  --  BitBuster73@netscape.net  --  William Bryan and Mary Van Bibber

3. Dave Maddux  --  ddmaddux@gulftel.com  --  James Van Bebber and Elizabeth Yoakum  

ADDRESS CHANGES:
1. Bill Van Bibber  --  acmbill1@zoominternet.net
2. Charles "Chuck" E. Van Bibber  --  charlesvanbibber@msn.com
3. Kay Adams  --  adam9419@bellsouth.com
4. Linda Johnston  --  dustybooks@cox.net
5. Nadine Duvall  --  dnduvall@sbcglobal.net
INVALID ADDRESSES:
1. Brenda Hunter  --  brendahunter@mindspring.com  --  User Unknown

2. Jan Wager  --  Res04uqe@gte.net  --  User Unknown

3. Linda Lipe  --  ipenco@tritel.net  --  User Unknown

CORRECTIONS:
In last month's newsletter I made an error for the death date of Lewis Forrest Davis under "California Death Records."  It listed his death date as: July 20, 1896.  This should have read "July 20, 1986."  Lewis was born May 30, 1896 and was 90 years old when he died.  This was noted by one of our subscribers Keith Norris.  Thanks for pointing this out to us Keith.
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John VanBibber and Chloe Staniford

 James VanBibber and Lois Reynolds

  John VanBibber

JOHN VAN BIBBER: THE STORY BETWEEN THE DASHES

By Martha Everman Jones, Ph.D.

Walking through a cemetery and glancing at headstones can be an unsettling experience.  Stopping to look at names, dates, and other bits of information listed on grave markers causes many questions to come rushing forth about the persons buried there, questions like what historical events occurred during their lifetime?  Did they take part in important events such as wars, floods, fires, droughts, plagues, and social revolutions or did they stay in the background, away from the action, yet making a contribution in their own right for themselves and their family?  Did they marry and have children?  What social conditions existed during their era?  What were some adventures in which they may have taken part? What were their lifestyles?  Many questions arise because observers are given only a few facts about the life of the deceased, such as name—born—married—died.  As someone once said, it’s what happened between the dashes  that tell the  story. This  is what I  found about  the story  between the dashes in the life of

John Van Bibber—March 12, 1797—February 22, 1884.

Many times I walked through Evergreen Cemetery, probably the oldest established cemetery in Victoria County, and looked at the various headstones.  I even helped our sons and their fellow Children of the American Revolution place United States, Confederate, and Texas flags beside veterans’ graves on Memorial Day.  Little did I know that one of the graves on which we placed a Texas flag was that of a very distant cousin, buried not that far from my home.

I first heard about John Van Bibber quite by accident.  A few years ago during a genealogy research trip to Salt Lake City, I met Marine Sergeant Major Gary R. Hawpe at the Family History Library to compare notes on the Hensley and Van Bibber families.  We had corresponded via the Internet after I found his name on the Van Bibber web site and discovered we descended from the same line of Van Bibbers who came from Holland and were original settlers in Pennsylvania.  Gary is the editor of the “Van Bibber Newsletter” and compiles the Van Bibber database that now includes nearly 50,000 entries.  Thanks to his research, I have an extensive collection of Van Bibber documents tracing the family back to 1683 in Pennsylvania.  While discussing the Hensley and Van Bibber lines, Gary asked me, “Did you know there is a Van Bibber buried in Victoria?” Of course this was news to me and as soon as I returned home, I hastened to Evergreen Cemetery and sure enough, in the southeast corner of the old portion was John Van Bibber’s white Italian marble monument.  
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Tombstone of John Van Bibber

Evergreen Cemetery

Victoria, Texas
Rounded at the top, the stone depicts clasped hands above a draped shield with the words: Sacred to the memory of.  Below in large bold raised letters is the name, John Van Bibber. Underneath the name is carved, “a Texas Veteran.  Born March 12, 1797 at Point Pleasant, Mason Co., West Va.  Died in Victoria, Texas Feb. 22, 1884.”  Also at the gravesite is a foot marker with a small star and wreath erected by the State of Texas in 1962.  It states: “Served in the Texas War for Independence.  Escaped the Goliad Massacre in 1836.”  The James W. Fannin Society, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, Mrs. Ben T. Jordan, Chairman, furnished historical documentation for the marker.

John Van Bibber’s gravestone provides more information than is ordinarily found, but it still leaves a story to be told.  For instance, how did he escape the Goliad Massacre?  The answer is found in the Texas Historical Commission marker files for Victoria County:

“John Van Bibber served in the War for Texas Independence as a member of Captain B.L. Lawrence’s Company of Tennessee volunteers that were organized at Nacogdoches in December, 1835 for fighting at San Antonio, but he did not arrive in time for the surrender of Bexar.  His name appears on the rolls of Captain B. H. Duval, Colonel James W. Fannin’s Command, as being in this company from December 25, 1835 to February 29, 1836 and has the notation in the “Remarks” column that he escaped the massacre.  This escape can be explained by the fact that he was absent on sick leave at the battle on Coleto Creek, March 19, 1836.  An unmarried man, he operated a grocery store, made a trip to California during the gold rush and it is said that he had some success.”

We now have a thumbnail sketch of John Van Bibber’s life, but more questions arise, such as why did he come to Texas, did he come with friends or family members, what was the illness that caused him to be on the sick list and escape the Goliad Massacre, when did he return from the Gold Rush, how much gold did he amass, and what happened after he returned to Victoria?  For answers to these and other questions, research began for local documents to tell the life story of John Van Bibber.

The Victoria College/University of Houston-Victoria Library Archives has a collection of history notes and articles written by Sidney Weisiger, local historian.  In a talk to the James W. Fannin Chapter, Daughters of the Republic of Texas, 08 November 1969 at the Power Home, Sidney chose several persons who played a prominent part during the days of the Republic, but not names familiar to the ears of his listeners.  He included John Van Bibber – “One of Duvals “Mustangs;” member of Fannin’s Command; solid German Stock; remained a citizen of this area; and highly esteem but not a politician.”

“John Van Bibber of German blood was probably a native of Virginia however the name Van Bibber is prominent in the older histories of KY.  In late 1835 he arrived in Texas with Capt. Burr H. Duval’s “Mustangs,” having joined this group at Bardstown KY, as a private 1st Regiment Volunteers.

After taking part in many of the skirmishes and fights in and around La Bahia he was in Fannin’s Command.  Due to his absence because of illness he missed the Battle of Coleto and capture with Fannin’s men.  After San Jacinto, Van Bibber opened a Grocery Store opposite the ‘Ingram House’ on E. South St., today known as Santa Rosa.  This business occupied his time until about 1847 when he went to California, where he was successful in the gold fields.  He returned to Victoria about 1850 with some resources gained in his mining venture.

Having secured his land for service in the Texas Army, and with his earnings in California he was a substancial [sic] citizen.  During the Indian raid of Aigist [sic] 1840 John aided J.O. Wheeler in his escape from the Comanches.

While he never saught [sic] public office he was on many committees and juries where sound judgement [sic] was required. In 1876 he was a resident of Goliad and Victoria.

In 1883 Van Bibber assessed property in the amount of $11,940.00, which was fairly high for that era.  He died Feb. 1884 and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery.  The State of Texas erected a marker on his grave.

John Van Bibber was a bachelor--honest—methodical--practical--frugal and of a saving nature--had a good sense for business.  Loyal to his friends--had the German love of ownership of land, was a good solid citizen—not much in the public eye, but one of the class of people from which our town was molded.”

In February 1841, while Victoria was still a part of the Republic of Texas, John served as one of six jurors summoned to determine if a canal should be cut from around a raft in the Guadalupe River south of Victoria as suggested by Land Surveyor, John Linn.
  This civil service reinforces John’s virtue as a well-respected citizen of Victoria.

We now have a better picture of John Van Bibber, but there are still some unanswered questions. Next, we turn to an article in The Victoria Advocate, printed a few months after John’s death.  It gives even more insight into his life and how his relatives responded to the distribution of his assets that were as Sidney Weisiger stated, “fairly high for that era.”

“Estate of Major Van Bibber [note: he has been “elevated” in rank from Private as documented in the Republic Claims
 to Major].  The final distribution of his estate was made at the July term of our probate court.  Few estates of no greater amount than this have excited so much interest and comment in the community.  Mr. Van Bibber—Major Van Bibber by courtesy was a well-known personage in Victoria for nearly fifty years.  He acquired some means—no great amount—rather late in life, and the remainder of his day were devoted to increasing his fund by lending his money at the best possible interest, and spending the smallest possible part of his income.  He died in February 1881.  He left a will, which was probated, but no executor or administrator qualified until August 1884, when Eugene Sibley was appointed administrator under the will.  The inventory of the estate then filed showed the amount of $14,824.83, nearly all interest bearing notes; the balance in money on deposit.  By this will, which was executed in his last sickness and only a few weeks before his death, he disposed of $9,500 of his estate, and purposely left the remainder undisposed of—saying he intended to go to Kentucky as soon as he felt better, and would dispose of the remainder of his estate when he came back.  This will gave a legacy of $5,000 to Mrs. Emma Gentry, on account, he said, of kindness shown to him by her mother many years ago.  To his brother, Albert Van Bibber, he gave $3,000 and $500 to the heirs of his brother Cyrus, $500 to the heirs of his brother James, and $500 to the heirs of his sister, Mrs. Hannah Rawlings.  Another sister, Mrs. Rhonda Tanner, was not mentioned.  An attempt was made by the heirs to set aside the will, on the ground of the testator’s mental imbecility, and undue influence of other parties, and there was a trial on this issue before Judge Coleman, county judge at the April term last spring.  But no undue influence was proved, and the evidence generally went to show that his mind was as sound and clear as usual.  The will was sustained and the contestants did not appeal.  After this decision, the legacies were paid over to the respective legatees or their representatives and it only remained to distribute among the heirs at law the portion of the estate which the will had not disposed of; and this distribution was made at the recent term of the court.  After deducting the amount of debts and expenses of administration already paid, and setting apart any additional sum to cover taxes and costs yet to be paid, the court found $4,600 to be the sum to be distributed.  Of this one-fifth was awarded to the estate of Albert Van Bibber, who died after the testator, and one-fifth to the children or heirs or each of the other brothers and two sisters.  The result of the whole distribution among the legatees and heirs at law is as follows:

Mrs. Emma Gentry, legatee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000

Albert Van Bibber, legatee and heir at law. . . . . . . . . . . . 3,920 

Heirs of James Van Bibber, legatees and heirs at law. . . .1,420

Heirs of Mrs. Rawlings, legatees and heirs at law. . . . . . .1,420 

Heirs of Mrs. Tanner, heirs at law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .920

The heirs of Cyrus Van Bibber are seven in number; those of Mrs. Rawlings, three, those of Mrs. Tanner, six, and of James Van Bibber, one.”

Victor Marion Rose, a Victoria newspaper editor, poet, and historian who knew John Van Bibber, mentions him in his collection of historical facts regarding the Settlement of Victoria, Texas.
   The first mention was 06 August 1840 when John aided Capt. J.O. Wheeler in escaping from the Comanche Indians in the Indian Raid on Victoria.
   “Capt. J.O. Wheeler was pursued by the Indians into the town of Victoria. . . and but for the fleetness of his horse, “Old Robin,” and a prompt diversion created in his favor by Mr. John Van Bibber, must have been killed.”

The next mention is when “a number of our citizens took the “gold fever,” and went to California—among whom were. . .John Van Bibber [and others].”
  Rose’s mentions John again in 1883 because of his assets—“John Van Bibber, $11,940.”

Finally, Rose wrote a brief character sketch of John Van Bibber at the close of his book:

John Van Bibber was probably a native of Virginia, though it is thought he came to Texas immediately from the state of Kentucky, which removal was possibly early as the year 1835, as he was a member of the ill-starred Fannin’s regiment; and escaped the Goliad massacre only by reason of his being absent on “sick leave.”  He located in Victoria, and opened a grocery store opposite the “Ingram house,” soon after the retreat of the Mexican army; in which business he continued probably as late as the year 1847, when he went to California, as did P. Rose, the Lansing family; Wash Trayson, and others in Victoria, about that time, in search of the ‘golden fleece.”  He returned about the year 1850; having augmented somewhat his future.

When the Comanches pursued J.O. Wheeler into Victoria, in 1840, Mr. Van Bibber ran to his rescue, which had the effect of turning his most determined pursuer, and doubtless saved his life, as the savage was fast gaining upon him. Mr. Van Bibber never married; and has pursued the “even tenor of his way,” a familiar object on the streets of Victoria for over a half century.  He is yet living, though past four score years of age, and in happy possession of all his faculties.  A brother, from California, visited him in the winter of 1883, whom he had not met for over forty years.  The changes that he has witnessed in Victoria alone would fill a volume, and prove of exciting interest to the reader.  Alas, that none of our early pioneers were commentators, as well as actors in the drama of life!  Mr. Van Bibber died in Victoria February, 1884.”

During a trip to the Texas State Archives in Austin, I located a petition made by John Van Bibber to the Republic of Texas stating that he emigrated to Texas in the year 1835 and joined the Division of the Army under the command of Colonel Fannin at Goliad early in the month of January, 1836 under the command of Captain Thomas under whom he served until the 12th of February when he was discharged by Samuel Wilson, Lieutenant commanding and joined Captain Duval’s company and was attached to said company until after the Declaration of Independence by the convention of the People of Texas and until his health disabled him from performing the duties of a soldier when he obtained a furlough from Colonel Fannin and a passport from Samuel P. Carson, Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas.  He went on to say that in the year 1839 he applied to and received from the Board of Land Commissioners for Victoria County a certificate for one third of a League of Land as a first class head right and located the same in Victoria County.  He was refuting a fraudulent claim against his right to the land by stating that the Commissioners refused to recommend his land certificate but that it was a genuine and good claim.  He asked for a jury to try his right to a third of a League of Land, etc. The General Land Office in Austin verified his claim that he served faithfully and honorably in the Army of the Republic of Texas.  The date of the petition was 20 August 1874.
  In 1852, for his service and having escaped the Massacre of Fannin, he received a Bounty Warrant #1073 for 320 acres of land in Goliad County near Media Creek.  In 1853, he received 320 acres in Bee County, adjacent to Goliad County.
  When John reached the age of 77, he applied for a pension for his service in the Army of the Republic in 1836.  His disposition was approved on 29 June 1871 and he received $250.00.
While SgtMaj Gary R. Hawpe and I were visiting at the Family History Library, he told me about a gentleman named Earl W. Quintrell, US Navy retired, with whom he had been researching the Van Bibber and Yoakum families for many years.  He added that even though Earl had vigorously researched the Van Bibber family history, he was not related to them.  I contacted Mr. Quintrell and began a most interesting correspondence that spanned more than three years.  Earl gave me much more than I returned.  In his letters he referred to himself as “romantic at heart” and an old bachelor who would love to have been a part of the Van Bibber’s, friends of the Wilson’s, his mother’s family in Powell Valley, Kentucky.  He wrote some of the most interesting letters I have ever received and always mailed them in eye-catching envelopes.

Earl researched Van Bibber lines for many years while corresponding and collaborating with Gary Hawpe. Together, they amassed an admirable collection of Van Bibber documents.  In 1990, Earl, his sister, and his elderly mother began a research trip to Texas, traveling from their home in Winchester, Tennessee, and stopping by Victoria on their way to Houston.  They visited the Victoria County Clerk’s Office to look for John Van Bibber’s court records and then proceeded to Evergreen Cemetery in search of John’s grave.  Local historian, Wanda Payne, who compiled a listing of the graves in Evergreen Cemetery met them at the cemetery and helped them locate the burial site.

Using Earl’s research I continued to pursue John Van Bibber’s story.  Last year after returning home from the Family History Library and sending Earl new information I had uncovered, I received a very sad letter from Earl’s sister.  Earl passed away last October.  She sent his funeral notice to me because she found my address on my last letter to him, which was unopened.  According to his wishes, all his Van Bibber research has been given to the Calvin M. McClung Historical Collection, housed in the East Tennessee Historical Society, Knoxville.

When I first contacted Earl Quintrell and told him my intent to compile John Van Bibber’s story, he began sending me copies of all his research.  He included information that John and his brother Sydney, who were from Greenup County, Kentucky, enlisted in Capt. Burr H. Duval’s company in Bardstown, Nelson County, Kentucky and came to Texas together to serve under Colonel James W. Fannin at La Bahia in Goliad. Not only did John escape the Goliad Massacre because of being on the sick list, but for some unknown reason, Sydney, too, escaped.  Many thought he had been killed with Fannin’s men but he and William Scurlock reappeared in the early summer of 1836 in San Augustine not far from the Louisiana border.  Sydney also applied for his entitled land grant for being engaged in action March 19, 1836 and received favorable action on his petition.
As stated in the papers of Victor Rose and reiterated in the Victoria Advocate, John Van Bibber amassed many assets before his death in 1884.  Some of these assets included some gold in California, land grant in Goliad Counties (320 acres) 
 additional 1476 acres of land in Goliad,
  a town lot in the city of Victoria,
 and a grocery store in Victoria. He never married, and evidently lived rather frugally.  He died 22 February 1884, while living at the Hall’s House, but this is not the end of the story, even though it may be the last item after the last dash on his gravestone.

Probate Court Records in the Victoria County Courthouse reveal numerous files pertaining to the estate of John Van Bibber.
  There were records permitting John to receive and disperse any monetary sums belonging to or due his cousin, James Van Bibber, who also had come to fight for the Republic of Texas.  Next is John’s will written on 09 February 1884, shortly less than two weeks before his death, where he named John S. Munn as executor, and H.C. Cunningham, F.A. Fenner, and E.A. Thurber as witnesses.  The legatees “devised by the deceased” in his will are as follows:

To the heirs of Joshua Rollins, residence unknown, five hundred dollars.

To the heirs of Cyrus Van Bibber, supposed to reside in Kentucky, five hundred dollars.

To the heirs of Rhoda Tanner, supposed to reside in Kentucky, five hundred dollars.

To the heirs of James Van Bibber, residence unknown, five hundred dollars

To Albert Van Bibber and his heirs three thousand dollars.

To Mrs. Emma Gentry whose maiden name was Emma Hall, five thousand dollars.  The file date was 12 March 1884.

On 13 June 1884, Eugene Sibley entered the story.  He appeared before the Court and claimed that John S. Munn had “wholly failed to qualify as said Executor and more than twenty days had lapsed since the probate of the will.”  He stated there were claims due to the estate that were necessary to collect, and sundry matters of business, which required settlement.  He stated he was requested by the next of kin of the testators to administer the estate and asked to be duly appointed. On 05 August 1884, Sibley was appointed Administrator of the estate.

The next item was filed 07 October 1884 when Sibley made a report to the Court and stated that Albert Van Bibber, brother of the deceased, claimed one gold watch of probable value of eighty dollars. {There is some speculation that Albert is the brother who came from California to visit John in 1883—the brother he had not seen in 40 years.}  The probate note signed by Sibley also stated the whole of the estate consisted of money in the bank and claims in the form of promissory notes totaling $14,824.23.

A year and a half later on 18 January 1886, controversy set in when the heirs of Cyrus Van Bibber and other heirs of John Van Bibber’s will filed a petition against Eugene Sibley, Administrator of John Van Bibber’s estate, Mrs. Emma Gentry, one of the legatees, and Theodore Buhler, administrator representing Albert Van Bibber, now deceased.  They asked that the probate of John Van Bibber’s will be revoked and set aside.  Their rationale for this request was based on the possibility of John’s imbecility when he wrote his will.  Cunningham and Tanner testified the will was true and legally executed.  The Court denied the petition and ordered the administration of John Van Bibber’s will be done without delay.

Three days later, on 13 January 1886, Eugene Sibley claimed that John Van Bibber’s will had been duly probated and established in the Court giving legacies as follows:

To the heirs of Joshua Rollins five hundred dollars.

To the heirs of Cyrus Van Bibber five hundred dollars.

To the heirs of James Van Bibber five hundred dollars

To Albert Van Bibber and his heirs three thousand dollars.

To Mrs. Emma Gentry five thousand dollars.

He further stated there were no debts against the estate yet unpaid and the estate was now ready for distribution among the legatees of the will and the heirs at law of the testator.  He gave a lengthy account of the bills he paid and his efforts to locate the Van Bibber legatees.  The balance on hand in the account was now $8,035.57.

Additional probate minutes concerned the distribution of the estate.  A note of interest since Mrs. Emma Gentry is buried next to John Van Bibber in Evergreen Cemetery, is found on pages 43-44, 20 April 1886:  “Mrs. Emma Gentry, a legatee of the Will of John Van Bibber, deceased, came into court and stated that she was living separate and apart from her husband, F.V. Gentry, who was for more than three years absent from this state and living in New Mexico, during which time he had contributed nothing to her support, and who took no care of her pecuniary interests.  She prayed the court that the Administrator here in be ordered to pay to her in person the legacy bequeathed to her by said John Van Bibber.”  The court honored her request.

On 21 July 1886, more than two years after John Van Bibber died, the final accounting, partition, and distribution of his estate was completed and all surviving and deceased heirs are listed along with their current residence.
  It is a treasure of genealogical information regarding the siblings and heirs of John Van Bibber.

This is only part of John’s story, a man born in Point Pleasant, Virginia (now WV) who came to Texas to seek his fortune; a man whose life was spared from the Goliad Massacre by illness; a man who made a place for himself in the history of Victoria, Texas.  There is always more to discover, but thanks to the sharing of research by Gary and Earl, and Gary Dunnam of Victoria Preservation, Inc., and by digging into archive, land, and court records, we now have more of John Van Bibber’s story, the story between the dashes on his gravestone.  

Additional John Van Bibber Documents:

Muster Rolls of the Texas Revolution, ed. Daughters of the Republic of Texas (Lubbock: Craftsman Printers, Inc. 1986), 35.0

Republic of Texas Poll Lists for 1846, Victoria County, n.p.l.

Federal Census Records:

1860 Victoria County, Texas p. 36 dwelling #270, b. Va., Real Estate Broker, Personal Estate $5,000.00

1870 Victoria County, Texas p. 12, dwelling #90, b. Va., No occupation shown, Value of Real Estate $3000.00

1880 Victoria County, Texas p. 135, dwelling # 6, b. Va., father, mother, b. in Va., single, no occupation, age 83.

Submitted by Martha Jones  --  martha.e.jones@att.net
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Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  James VanBebber and Elizabeth Betty Yoakum

   William Henderson VanBebber and Sarah Catherine Grimes

    John Franklin VanBebber and Florence Hutchings

     Rosa Lee VanBebber and James Sydney Maddux
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Rosa Lee Van Bebber Maddux

Daughter of John Franklin Van Bebber and Florence Hutchings

(1878 - 1953)

Submitted by Dave Maddux  --  ddmaddux@gulftel.com
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Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Peter VanBebber and Sarah Grimes

   Marcus DeLafayette VanBibber and Sarah Lyle

    James Millard VanBibber and Neva Ann Dean

     George Marcus Vanbiber

The following information is quoted from a personal letter dated January 18, 1988 from George Vanbiber of Vancouver, Washington to Earl W. Quintrell, a Van Bibber family researcher.

LETTER FROM GEORGE M. VANBIBER

"My Grandfather is indeed in the Ray County, Missouri 1860 census.  He is next in the 1870 Washington Territory Census.  He left Missouri in 1863 with his older brother, William Houston Van Bibber.  He is not in any census for 1910.  He died in 1908.  He married Sarah Lyle and had two children.  Sarah Lyle left him and married a Hewitt, then died herself leaving Hewitt children.  Marcus at 59, may have been a boarder but he finished his years with his only daughter Pearl.  He had gone blind as a result of an injury of which I have no details.  Marcus Del. Is buried in the cemetery at Lyle, Klickitat County, Washington, as is my father and sister.  Note Lyle, Washington, after my Grandfather Lyle.

There are other VBs in the 1870 Territorial Census Records but I have not researched these and I do not believe they are closely connected.  The 1863 date of arrival in the Northwest is from my Aunt Pearl and I expect it is correct because Sarah Lyle came with her parents in the same wagon train that year as a youngster.  I have no other confirmation on the year.  I do have some of the info on Ira who went to Alaska.  A Van Bibber descendant in Charleston, West Virginia, photocopied much of it; including newspaper and magazine reprints.  She gave me copies last fall in West Virginia."

From the files of the late Earl Quintrell.

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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John VanBibber and Chloe Staniford

 Chloe VanBibber and Jesse Bryan Boone

  Panthea Grant Boone and Lilburn William Boggs

   Thomas Oliver Boggs and Maria Rumalda Luna

    Minnie Boone Boggs and George Alexander Bushnell
GEORGE ALEXANDER BUSHNELL

George A. Bushnell and Edward W. Fox operated the first store in Clayton.  George came from Cheltenham, England, and was a graduate of Oxford University.  His father was an Episcopal Vicar as were several of his ancestors.  They ranked high in English society.

George came to America in 1880 as an auditor for the Maxwell Cattle Company.  This company was formed in London by the Most Noble William Frago Montague, the Duke of Manchester, the Earl of Rosslyn, Right Honorable Francis Robert St. Clair, John Guthrie Smith, William B. Strong and William Dowd.  George lived in Cimarron where the company had established headquarters.  Business took him to Springer and Raton where he met Minnie Boone Boggs, daughter of Thomas O. and Romalda Luna Boggs.  They were married December 9, 1884, in Springer.

Mr. Bushnell was a polished gentleman and one of the most universally admired and respected men in the Territory.  He and Mr. Fox were partners in a profitable mercantile business in Raton but they believed the new town of Clayton would offer larger opportunities.  They were the first merchants to establish a business there.  Trade was excellent.  After several years, Bob Ervien and John Hill organized a corporation to develop the Fox Brothers & Bushnell enterprise.  The name was changed to Clayton Commercial Company.  Mr. Bushnell lived only a short while after this merger.  He was stricken with pneumonia.  His death was a shock to the entire community and his loss irreparable.

George Bushnell was connected with the history of Clayton from the earliest days of its development.  He was devoted to the public interest, fostering every object calculated to promote education and general welfare.  Esteemed for his genuine worth and sincerity of purpose, his passing left a place no one else could fill.

Clayton, the Friendly Town in Union County, New Mexico, Authors Mrs. Harry Thompson, William H. Halley, A.B.M.D. Collaborator: Simon Herstein

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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HOUSE KEEPING AT THE VAN BIBBER HOTEL

? Van Bibber  - Ann ? (Interned as Ann Van Bibber Little)

   Henry Van Tromp Van Bibber - Nancy E. Leak

You would certainly like to think that your ancestors were beyond reproach. However, sometimes you find things that “burst that bubble” and you wonder if you should ever tell anyone about it.  I found something and debated whether to send it in or not.  I decided, “it is what it is” and genealogy is about the facts, so here you go.

Henry was born in Charleston, South Carolina, later moved to Georgia, then Alabama before arriving in Louisiana.  In the 1850 census Henry Van Tromp Van Bibber owned a hotel in Shreveport. (see note 1).

In August of 1846 Mr. John Hobart Heald of Doaksville, Ok. stayed at Henry and Nancy’s hotel. By the tone of his journal he did not seem to be having a good day at all.  Perhaps it was the heat or perhaps the Van Bibber Hotel in Shreveport did not deserve even one star, you decide! 

Excerpt from  “Chronicles of Oklahoma” (see note 2)

“Mr. Heald bought and hauled the goods for his store at Doaksville from Shreveport, the principal head of navigation on the Red River.  He told in his "Diary" of his trip by horseback from Doaksville to Shreveport, a distance of 180 miles by the road of that time, the summer of 1846. “

Page 317.

“Arriving at Shreveport, Mr. Heald wrote from "Van Bibber’s Hotel", Saturday, August 22, 1846.“

"Sitting at my window the town possesses a very motley appearance, wood houses, log cabins, and brick stores all mingled up together with great irregularity, all characteristic of a new town. Mud, little Negroes, hogs of all sizes and sexes perambulate through the streets, along with the light and tasty buggy or carriage of the opulent planter.  Sorry looking nags stand at different corners whisking their tails to drive away the flies.  The puff of a steam mill is heard in the distance and the rattle of the billiard ball, accords with the sound of the mechanic’s hammer and plane.  That new looking unpainted building is the Methodist church, where there is to be service this evening, and those cottage looking edifices to the west are some private residences of merchants."

"The old man is a water carrier.  With his horse cart & hogshead he supplies you with 3 buckets daily at two bits a week, hauling it about ¾ of a mile, and earning, I am informed, about $60 a month at his occupation.  Placards are about every door of the trader.  Bacon, flour, whiskey, lard, sugar, coffee, etc., seem to be the main staples.  Real estate is said to be increasing rapidly in value, and I think some 10,000 bales of cotton are sent forward from here annually, and the supply is increasing."

"The corpulent lady asleep on the sofa, with the little negro to fan her is the Landlady, who presides at one extremity of the table.  I am fortunately assigned a pleasant front room, having something of an unpleasant odour about it, but with a fine air, and a commanding prospect of the main street, called Texas St. The former occupant has not moved his books.  Let us take a look at this pile.  Calhoun’s speeches, Oregon and California, Byron, Mary de Clifford, Forestdays, Penny Magazine, Prairie Bird, a box of Champion’s Pills, vial of Paregoric, & a box of matches comprises the literary furniture.  One skin-seated & 2 broken wood-seated comprise the chairs. The table of pine, which was rather spattered with sperm, during my absence to dinner has been covered with a cotton spread." 

Note 1.

Van Bibber, H. 

Year: 1850 State: Louisiana County: Caddo Township: Shreveport Page:  334

Roll:  M432_230 Image: 180

NAME


AGE
GEN
OCC
Real E.
Place of BRTH

H. Van Bibber

53
M
Hotels
15000
S. Carolina

Nancy E. Van Bibber
57
F
Wife

      "

Sam Van Bibber
30
M


Georgia

Flavius Van Bibber
23
M
Clerk

     "



Thomas Van Bibber
19
M
Clerk

     "

Philip Ropin

25
M
Clerk

Virginia

Census Notes: 

1. This is Henry Van Tromp Van Bibber (b. 8 Feb 1798, Charleston Dist.-S.C.)

2. Nancy E. Leak (b. 27 Nov 1799) source family bible. Typo on her age, she is 52.

3. Sam Van Bibber (Van Bibber, Samuel b. 1819 d. May 9, 1896) source A NECROLOGY OF GRAVES AT THE OLD OAKLAND CEMETERY OF SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA, Compiled by Eric J. Brock 1986 - 1987 Shreveport, Louisiana 1988. Pages 50, 77, & 106.

4. Reads Flavius, this is F. J. Van Bibber. The census taker scribbled his first name. 

5. Thomas H. Van Bibber was born December 14th 1830, source family bible.

Note 2.

Chronicles of Oklahoma

Volume 2, No. 3

September, 1924

JOHN HOBART HEALD. 

Muriel H. Wright

Submitted by Dean Starr  --  deanstarr@alltel.net
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CALIFORNIA DEATH RECORDS

The following are five deaths from the California Death Records, between the years of 1940 and 1997, who have a Van Bibber connection.

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Isaac VanBibber, Jr. and Elizabeth Hays

  Matilda VanBibber and James Estill

   William Kavanaugh Estill and Margaret Ellen Larch

    George Jones Estill and Mary Emma Arnett

     Dorcas Charlotte Estill and DeVern Ladhoff

Last Name:  Ladhoff
First Name:  Dorcas
Middle:  C.
Birth Date:  September 9, 1907

Mother Maiden:  Arnett

Father Last:  

Sex:  F

Birth Place:  Washington

Death Place:  Los Angeles County

Death Date:  November 12, 1964

Age:  57 years

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Peter VanBibber and Catherine Ridenour

   Olive VanBibber and Thomas Ives Fulfer

    Isaac Joseph Fulfer and Martha Elizabeth Ledbetter

     Lillian Gertrude Fulfer and Nathaniel Floyd Anglin

      Hoyt Haden Anglin

Last Name:  Anglin
First Name:  Hoyt
Middle:  H.
Birth Date:  January 11, 1903

Mother Maiden:  

Father Last:  

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  

Death Place:  Riverside County

Death Date:  February 24, 1967

Age:  64 years

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Gabriel VanBebber and  Barbara Carlock

   Alexander VanBebber and Louisa Lee

    Sarah Jane VanBebber and Joseph Lucas

     Walter Scott Lucas and Nelle Beatrice Scott
Last Name:  Lucas
First Name:  Nelle
Middle:  Scott*  This is an error as her middle name was Beatrice.
Birth Date:  March 22, 1878

Mother Maiden:  Ramsey

Father Last:  Scott

Sex:  F

Birth Place:  Kansas

Death Place:  Ventura County

Death Date:  May 21, 1959

Age:  81 years

--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Peter VanBibber and Catherine Ridenour

   Olive VanBibber and Thomas Ives Fulfer

    Isaac Joseph Fulfer and Josie Catherine Ford

     Joseph Suttle Fulfer and Mattie Ola Wallace

      Samuel Henry Fulfer

Last Name:  Fulfer
First Name:  Samuel
Middle:  H.

Birth Date:  April 2, 1903

Mother Maiden:  

Father Last:  

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  Texas

Death Place:  Los Angeles County

Death Date:  September 26, 1972

Age:  69 years

--------------------

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 Jacob VanBibber and Sarah Miller

  Nancy VanBibber and Moses Haney

   Aaron VanBibber and Melissa Jane Claypool

    Jessie Ann Haney and Charles H. McGaffey

     Stanley L. McGaffey

Last Name:  McGaffey
First Name:  Stanley
Middle:  L.

Birth Date:  July 23, 1880

Mother Maiden:  Haney

Father Last:  

Sex:  M

Birth Place:  

Death Place:  Los Angeles County

Death Date:  March 9, 1966

Age:  85 years
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OBITUARIES:

James VanBibber and Sarah Margaret Bradburn

 Charles Wesley VanBibber and Emma Lee Lowder

  Matilda E. VanBibber and William Walker Hall

   Cecil M. Hall and Lois Carmen Gilbert

CECIL HALL

Worthington, Ky.  -   Funeral services were conducted at the First Baptist Church here for Cecil Hall, 42, a local resident who was principal of the school at Lynn on Tygart Creek.  Mr. Hall suffered a heart attack at his home at midnight and died the next morning in Our Lady of Bellefonte Hospital.  

He was born Feb. 18, 1918, in Greenup County, son of Walker Hall of Wheelersburg and Mrs. Matilda Van Bibber Hall of Warnock.  He attended Greenup county schools and received his bachelor of arts and master's degrees from Morehead State College, Morehead, Ky.  Mr. Hall was an ordained 

Baptist minister.  At the time of his death he was a deacon and trustee of First Baptist Church.  He was a former principal of Worthington Elementary Shool in Worthington-Raceland School District.  

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Lois Carmen Gilbert Hall; a daughter, Miss Ramona Carol Hall, at home; a son, Cecil Earl Hall, of Dayton, Ohio. ; the parents; three brothers, Burl Hall of Warnock, Martin Hall of Portsmouth and Charles Hall of Troy, Ohio; and a sister, Mrs. Fay Hern of Naples, Fl.                                   

Submitted by Jean (Van Bibber) Murphy  --  murphynorjean@hotmail.com
--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 Peter VanBebber and Ellinor VanBibber

  Jacob VanBebber and Catherine Ann Guthrie

   Calvin VanBebber and Barthena A. VanBebber

    William Franklin VanBebber and Eliza Ellen Ramsey

     Harry *Franklin VanBebber and Harriet Bunch

H. F. VAN BEBBER DIES IN EUREKA

Harry Franklin Van Bebber passed away in Eureka, California last Saturday, December 21, after an illness extending over the past two years from stomach trouble.

For several weeks past he had been very low and the end was not unexpected.  His wife, Mrs. Hattie Van Bebber, Inez, and son, Harry and other members of the family from Willits were with him at the end.

Harry Van Bebber was born in Napa county, Jun 1, 1895, and at the age of two years moved with his parents to Humboldt county, where the family lived for several years, later moving to Willits which has been the family home ever since.  He had been employed by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company at South Fork and Eureka for about 14 years.  He was a member of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Fireman.

Funeral services were held in Willits from the Anker & Cleland chapel Monday afternoon, under the auspices of the Off Fellows lodge, of which he was a member.  Rev. G. H. Jones officiated and the remains were laid to rest in the I.O.O.F. cemetery.

Besides his widow and two children, deceased is survived by his mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. William F. Van Bebber of Willits, six brothers, Charles, William and Fred, of Willits, James and Ray, of Texas, and Thomas, of Bakersfield; and three sisters, Mrs. Bertha Cleveland, of Eureka, Mrs. Nellie Snow, of Paxton, and Mrs. Annie Talbert, of Sausalito.

The Willits News  --  Willits, Mendocino County, California  --  December 27, 1929  --  Friday  --  Page #1.

*Some records indicate his middle name was Francis.

Submitted by Ted & Sharon Van Bebber  --  tjvanbeb@concentric.net
--------------------

MARTIN VANBIBBER

James VanBibber and Sarah Margaret Bradburn

 Charles Wesley VanBibber and Emma Lee Lowder

  Harrison Wesley VanBibber and Nettie Josephine Williams

   Cebert VanBibber and Myrtle Marie Nickell

    Jim VanBibber and Jeannie Imogene Howell

     Martin VanBibber 

Martin VanBibber, 27, security guard:   Martin "Marty" VanBibber, 27, Kent, Wash., a former Portsmouth resident, died Sunday, April 2, 1995, in Seattle, Wash.  Born Sept. 18, 1967, in Lima, he was a security guard.  

Surviving are his mother, Jeannie Imogene Howell Bailey, and stepfather, Scott Bailey of Kent;  his father and stepmother, Jim and Jane Hamilton VanBibber of Columbus;  three brothers, Mike, Tony and Gregory of Kent;  a sister, Susanne Litteral of Grove City;  his grandmother, Betty Howell of West Portsmouth;  and several nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.   

Arrangements are under the direction of Bleitz Funeral Home, 316 Florentinia St., Seattle.                     

Submitted by Jean (Van Bibber) Murphy  --  murphynorjean@hotmail.com
--------------------

James VanBibber and Sarah Margaret Bradburn

 John Wesley VanBibber and Polly Jane Roe

  Rosa Alma VanBibber and Isaac Fisher

   Pauline Delores Fisher and Jerry William Arthur

MRS.  PAULINE DELORES FISHER ARTHUR

Wheelersburg -  Services for Mrs. Pauline Delores Fisher Arthur, 43, of 8334 Granite St., who died Saturday at Scioto Memorial Hospital, are planned at 2 p.m., Wednesday at Cedar St. Church of Christ in Christian Union, of which she was a member.  A native of Scioto County and a member of the church's Bible Study Class, she was a retired Williams Mfg. Co. employee.  

Surviving are her husband, William Jerry Arthur; two daughters, Kendra and Shawnda, both at home, and a sister, Mrs. Donna Stevenson of Franklin, Ind.  Revs. Robert Carroll and Robert Barth are to officiate at services, with interment in Floral Hills Memory Gardens.  Friends may call at Stratton Funeral Home from 7 to 9 tonight, and from 2 to 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday.         

Note:  Pauline went home to be with her Lord on October 17, 1981, when she lost her long, brave battle against cancer.   

Submitted by Jean (Van Bibber) Murphy  --  murphynorjean@hotmail.com
--------------------

John VanBibber and Chloe Staniford 

 James VanBibber and Lois Reynolds 

  Cyrus VanBibber and Mary S. Rachel Timberlake 

   Cyrus VanBibber, Jr. and Sophia Baker 

    Lamard VanBibber and Annie Laurie Hill 

     Vernon Merrill VanBibber and Edna Elizabeth Meadows

VANBIBBER

Greenup Ky - Services for Vernon Merrill Vanbibber, 67 of Load, are to be conducted at 1 p.m. Tuesday at Antioch Christian Church of which he was a member.

Vanbibber, a farmer and native of Greenup County, died Saturday after suffering an apparent heart attack at home.

Surviving are his wife, Edna Meadows Vanbibber; a son Ralph of Melbourne, Fla.; a brother, Amos of Ashland; two sisters, Mrs. Ruth Garvey of Vanceburg and Mrs. Bess Kendall of Raceland; two grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Ezra Williams, minister is to officiate at services.  Burial is to be in Bellefonte Memorial Gardens.

Friends may call at J. B. Wright Funeral Home at Greenup after 5 p.m. today. The body is to be taken to the church an hour before services Tuesday.

Portsmouth Daily Times  --  Portsmouth, Scioto County, Ohio  --  March 29, 1976

Submitted by Bruce Logan  --  blogan@falcon1.net
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RECENT DEATHS:
Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Gabriel VanBebber and Barbara Carlock

   Granville VanBebber and Mary Lee

    Emily Jane VanBebber and John R. Waters

     Barbara Lucretia Waters and Harry Bailey

      Mildred Lavonne Bailey and Euell Forest Scott

MILDRED LAVONNE BAILEY SCOTT, CARL JUNCTION, MO

Mildred LaVonne Scott, 86, of Carl Junction, MO, passed away Friday, April 4, 2003, at the home of her daughter Linda, in Lee's Summit, MO, after a long illness.

Mildred was born Nov. 11, 1916, the sixth of seventh children of Harry and Barbara Lucretia Bailey.  She had lived in Carl Junction all of her life, where she was a homemaker.  She worked as a cook at the Carl Junction Schools for several years.  She was a member of Faith Chapter 334, Order of the Eastern Star of Carl Junction, and was also a longtime Republican committeewoman.  She enjoyed crossword puzzles and watching baseball, but most of all her family.  Mildred loved her family and friends and will be greatly missed. 

On April 21, 1934, she married Euell F. Scott.  He preceded her in death on October 14, 1979.  She was also preceded in death by a son, Davey Lee Scott Sr.; one great grandson, Nathaniel Hicks; and five sisters.

Survivors also include two daughters, Linda Roberson and her husband, Rob, of Lee's Summit, MO and Deborah Taylor and her husband, Harry, of Derby, KS., as well as a daughter-in-law Karen Scott of Nixa, MO; six grandchildren, Christy McPeak of Broughton, IL, Dave Scott, Joplin, MO, Bob Hicks, Joplin, MO, Sarah Bryant, Overland Park, KS, Christina Hedden, Mulvane, KS, Jason Taylor, Derby, KS; and nine great-grandchildren, Clarissa, Ashley, Harmony, Andrea, Katie, Jordan, Seth, Taylor, and Carter; her brother, Harry E. Bailey, of Eureka, KS; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Joplin Globe  --  Joplin, Jasper County, Missouri  --  April 6, 2003.

Submitted by Deborah Taylor  --  dataylor7@cox.net
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DEATH NOTICES:
Isaac Van Bibber and Mariah Walraven

 Loyal Van Bibber and Sarah Elizabeth Robinson

  Albert VanBibber and Phebe Eakins

   Charles Edison VanBibber and Nellie Avery Waterman

    Winnona Evangeline VanBibber and Leo T. Harrington

     Isabelle Winona Harrington and Arthur Flom

We have just recently lost a cousin that I would like to inform you about.  She is Isabelle Winona (Harrington) Flom the daughter of Leo T. Harrington and Winnona Van Bibber.  She was born September 20, 1924 in Kansas City, Wyandotte Co., Kansas and passed away on May 30, 2003.  She was buried on June 4th in Highland Park Cemetery, Kansas City, Kansas.  Father Raymond Davern of Christ The King Catholic Church officiated.

Submitted by Virginia Del Grande  --  vajed@clnet.net
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WEDDING ANNOUNCEMENT:

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman

  Nancy VanBebber and William Renfro

   Milton Renfro and Isabelle Fletcher

    William Edward Renfro and Mahulda Emeline Burchett

     Ruben Burr Renfro and Ada Bell Grissom

      Cecil Douglas Renfro and Anna Bell Pendley

       William Burr Renfro and Virginia May Ruth Wadlow

        Ylana Maria Renfro and Harold Aaron Moye

         Samantha Jean Moye
Harold "Sam" and Ylana Renfro Moye would like to announce the engagement of their daughter, Samantha Jean Moye, to Travis Ewald Schroeder.  The wedding is planned for January 3, 2004 at the Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Miami, Oklahoma.  Travis is the son of Larry and Tammy Mullin Schroeder of Afton, Oklahoma.  He is a 1999 graduate of Afton High School.  Samantha graduated from Afton High in 2002 and just completed her first year of college at North Eastern Oklahoma A&M College.

Submitted by Ylana Renfro Moye  --  ylanamoye@earthlink.net
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MARRIAGES:

Peter VanBibber, Jr. and Marguery Bounds

 John Jesse VanBibber and Rachel Greenlee

  Elizabeth Greenlee VanBibber and Richard Tillis

   Miles Tillis and Nancy Kimberling

    Peter White Tillis and Viola Victoria Gard

     Walter Gard Tillis and Dorcas Woodruff

      Selma Betty Tillis and Glenn Maurice Reedy, Sr.

       Glenn Maurice Reedy, Jr. and Sharon Thomas

        Thomas Michael Reedy

Thomas Michael Reedy, son of the late Glenn M. Reedy, Jr. of Dallas, Texas and the grandson of the late Glenn M. Reedy, Sr. and Selma Betty Tillis of Wilmington, Ohio married Deirdre Hamilton Gage of Berea, Kentucky.  They were married in the Union Church at Berea on May 10, 2003.

Submitted by Susan Reedy  --  dreedy@cinci.rr.com 

--------------------

John VanBibber and Chloe Staniford

 Margery VanBibber and Andrew Donnally, Jr.

  VanBibber Donnally and Mary Boyd Waggoner

   Andrew Donnally and Augusta Hannah English

    Flora McChord Donnally and Daniel Baldwin Brawley

     Andrew VanBibber Brawley and Elizabeth Lee
ELIZABETH LEE IS 

MR. BRAWLEY'S BRIDE

----------

Wedding Takes Place Tuesday

Afternoon in Huntington;

Reside in Charleston

----------

Mr. John W. Lee has announced the marriage of his daughter, Elizabeth, to Mr. Andrew Van Bibber Brawley, which took place Tuesday afternoon at the parsonage of the Huntington Lutheran church.  Rev. C. E. Butler read the marriage service.

Following the marriage service, a reception was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Carricoffe, in Collis avenue, Huntington.

Mrs. Brawley is a graduate of Charleston high school and a popular member of the younger set.  Mr. Brawley attended Charleston high school and West Virginia university, Morgantown.  He is the son of Mr. Dan B. Brawley.

Mr. and Mrs. Brawley will reside at 5 Arlington court.

The Charleston Daily Mail  --  Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia  --  December 31, 1933

Submitted by Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
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MILITARY NEWS:

Henry VanBibber and Catherine Ann Bougard

 Hester VanBibber and Andrew Peterson

  Jacob Peterson and Grace VanDyke

   Mary Peterson and Phillip Reading, Jr.

    Maria Reading and William Henry Ward

     Ellen Ward and Robert T. Gilmor, III

      Harry W. Gilmore and Mentoria Nixon Strong

BIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL HARRY W. GILMOR
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  Harry Gilmor was born January 24, 1838 at "Glen Ellen", the family estate in Baltimore County, Maryland.  After homesteading in Wisconsin and Nebraska, he returned to Maryland in time to join the newly formed Baltimore County Horse Guards as a corporal. 

After the efforts of the citizens of Baltimore to prevent the movement of Federal troops through the city, the Horse Guards received orders to burn several bridges north of the city to prevent further troop movements toward Washington City. 

Following the occupation of Baltimore by Federal troops under Brigadier General Benjamin "Beast" Butler, Gilmor was one of many to be arrested and imprisoned in Fort McHenry.  After his release, he traveled South and joined the command of Colonel Turner Ashby on August 31, 1861. 

In March 1862, he was commissioned Captain of Company F, Twelfth Virginia Cavalry.  Captain Gilmor served throughout the Valley Campaign.  At times, he was on special assignment to General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson. 

He was arrested during the Sharpsburg Campaign, while in the Baltimore area visiting family.  He spent five months in prison. 

He participated in the Battle of Brandy Station and was sighted in the after action reports of General Fitzhugh Lee and General J.E.B. Stuart for his conduct in this engagement. 

On May 27, 1863, he was promoted to the rank of Major and asked to raise an independent battalion of cavalry.  Before he could complete this assignment, the Gettysburg campaign interceded.  During the battle, Major Gilmor was assigned command of the First and Second Maryland Cavalry, under General George Steuart's infantry brigade.  Major Gilmor was the Provost Marshal of the town of Gettysburg while it was occupied. 

Gilmor had organized six companies of partisan rangers by September of 1863.  His command's area of operation was the Shenandoah Valley and parts of "West" Virginia. General J.E.B. Stuart ordered Gilmor to attack the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in February of 1864. 

After the defeat of Major General Lew Wallace at Monocacy on July 9, 1864, Gilmor's command acted as the spearhead for the raid around Baltimore in 1864 with General Bradley T. Johnson's infantry command. 

While assigned to scout duty under General Jubal Early, Colonel Gilmor single-handedly captured a company of Federal infantry.  Gilmor and Holmes Conrad, a man under his command, later captured more than 50 troopers from the First New Jersey Cavalry. 

Colonel Gilmor was ordered by General Early to take his command to Hardy County, West Virginia.  He was to combine with other partisans in the area and attack the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.  Colonel Gilmor was finally captured in Hardy County, on February 4, 1865.  He remained a prisoner at Fort Warren until July 24, 1865. 

For several years after the war, Harry Gilmor lived in New Orleans, where he married Miss Mentoria Strong.  Upon his return to Maryland, he was elected colonel of cavalry in the Maryland National Guard.  He also served as Baltimore City Police Commissioner from 1874 to 1879.  He was a member of the Society of the Army and Navy of the Confederate States in Maryland and it's Vice-President in 1882. 

Harry Gilmor died in Baltimore on March 4, 1883 at the age of forty-five.  He was interred on "Confederate Hill" in Loudon Park Cemetery.  To this day, people gather at his graveside on the anniversary of his birth to honor his life long service to his country.

From the website of Colonel Harry W. Gilmore Camp, #1388, Sons of Confederate Veterans

Permission Granted by Bob Marks  -- mdrebmaster@juno.com
Submitted by Jeannie Lane  --  JLANE418@aol.com
--------------------

Isaac VanBibber and Sarah Davis 

 John VanBebber and Margaret Chrisman 

  Isaac VanBebber and Mary Martin 

   Isaac C. VanBebber and Margaret Catherine Frazier 

    Andrew Jackson VanBebber and Nancy Elizabeth Coffey 

     Charles VanBebber and Ina Francis Roper 

      Truman Troy VanBebber and Elizabeth Lue Fritch 

       Charles Wayne VanBebber and Susan Marie Pearson 

"The United States has set up military missions throughout the formerly communist world, creating situations in which majors, lieutenant colonels, and full colonels are often advising foreign generals and chiefs of staff. Make no mistake: these officers are policy-makers by another name. A Romanian-speaking expert on the Balkans, Army Lieutenant Colonel Charles van Bebber, has become well known in top military circles in Bucharest for helping to start the reform process that led to Romania's integration with NATO. Such small-scale but vital relationships give America an edge there over its Western European allies. One of the reasons that countries like Romania and Bulgaria supported the U.S. invasion of Iraq is that they now see their primary military relationship as being with America rather than with NATO as such."

The Atlantic Monthly  --  July/August 2003  -- by Robert Kaplan

Submitted by Susan Van Bebber  --  vanbebber@bigfoot.com
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REUNIONS:

VANBEBER FAMILY REUNION

Those attending the May 18th 2003 VanBeber Family Reunion at 343 S.E. 15th  St. in Pryor,  OK. were, Parker E. Vanbeber, Marvin & Betty Vanbeber, Geraldine Butler, Kenneth & Frances Thatcher, Bob & Judi Carlson, Brandi & Bradley, Joe & Rosemary Seabolt, & Joey, all from Muskogee, OK.; Vernie & Deredia Vanbeber of Chouteau, OK.; Eugine & Linda Vanbeber from Claremore OK.; Jonathan Vanbeber just back from Egypt in the war zone, for he's in the Army, now in Seattle OR.; Roy & Mary Coffman from Wainwright OK.; Jewel Staffelbach Dallas, TX.; George & Maxine Tally, Inola, OK.;  Elbert & Eveline Hammons from Locust Grove, OK.; Bob & Dale  Wagner, Henryetta, OK.; Wynona Passow from Perry, OK.; Carolyn Schneickert & Jami from Parsons, KS.; James & Johnna Fearmonth, & Alissa from Pittsburg, KS.; Wm. M. Chupp, Salina, OK.; Barbara Rasberry, Avant, OK.; and Deboria Nadine Duvall of Pryor, OK.

Parker Vanbeber being the oldest to attend, at age 86 yrs. and Bradley Carlson being the youngest at 4 months.  Jonathan Vanbeber traveled the longest distance.  Every one had a wonderful time visiting and eating for there was more than enough food.

Submitted by Nadine Duvall  --  dnduvall@sbcglobal.net
--------------------

VAN BIBBER/PARKER REUNION
The VanBibber/Parker family reunion will be held at Sunset Cabins Farms in Whittier, NC. July 13-20, 2003.  This is the family of Elza Curtis VanBibber and Helen Luttrell.  Any and all are welcome, come by have some lunch and meet some cousins!

For additional information contact Esther Parker Beckwith  --  Amsongart@aol.com
--------------------

THE JAMES VAN BIBBER FAMILY REUNION

The annual family reunion of the descendants of James Van Bibber and his two wives (1) Sarah Margaret Bradburn and (2) Margaret Jane Webb will be held this year on the last Saturday in June.  It will be in the form of a covered dish dinner.  Please bring your lawn chairs, your cameras, food to share and join us in our fellowship and fun on June 28, 2003 in the Greenup City Park, Greenup Co., Kentucky.  We hope to welcome and get acquainted with a few new cousins.  See you there!                        

Submitted by Jean (Van Bibber) Murphy  --   murphynorjean@hotmail.com
--------------------

SMITH/VAN BEBBER REUNION

The Smith/Van Bebber reunion will be held on August 2, 2003 at Cumberland Gap National Historic Park at the Sugar Run picnic area.  Although the reunion is sponsored by the family of William Greenberry Smith  and Cora Ann Van Bebber, we would certainly welcome any of our Van Bebber cousins to come by.  It's a very informal reunion.  Each family brings their own grub and we have a good time getting re-aquatinted.  There has been a lot of rain in Tennessee this spring.  Let's hope it doesn't rain on our reunion.  

Janis Ratliff  --  Tanneroo2@aol.com  
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QUERIES:

I am looking for information on the family of William Bryan and Mary Adeline Van Bibber who were married on October 14, 1838 in St. Charles Co., Mo.  William was born on December 19, 1813 in Kentucky the son of Joseph Bryan.  According to bible and census records William and Mary had the following children:  Hannah - 1839, Louisa - 1840, Marthea Jeane - 1843, Dicie - 1844, Harriet Adeline - 1847, Nancy Elisabeth - 1850 and Margaret - 1852.  It is believed Mary and the youngest daughter Margaret died about the same time.  William married (2nd) Caroline Hensley and had the following children:  Isam Hensley - 1854 and Mary Drysel - 1857.  William married (3rd) Sarah "Sally" Fitzwater on December 21, 1862 in Holt Co., Mo.  William's family can be located on the 1860 & 1870 census of Holt County.  At this time I have not located them on the 1850 census.

Who were the parents of Mary Adeline Van Bibber?  What happened to the daughters of William and Mary?  Any information on this family would be appreciated.

William Bryan was my 2nd great grandfather.  I descend from Isam Hensley Bryan who was a son from his second marriage to Caroline Hensley.

Submitted by Dale Bryan  --  BitBuster73@netscape.net  

--------------------

I am looking for information on Jesse Goforth the son of James Preston Goforth and Sarah Jane Jones.  Jesse married Mary Jane Van Bebber on November 1, 1873 in Claiborne County, Tennessee.  Mary was the daughter of John M. Van Bebber and Manerva Jane Kincaid.  Jesse and Mary were recorded on the 1880 census of Claiborne County living in the 11th Civil District with four children.  On the 1900 census they were living in Pineville, Bell County, Kentucky.  In 1910 Mary is listed as a widow on the Bell County census.  Her sons John and Oscar are living with her along with a grandson, Jessie France.

Oral family history has it, Jesse died from a gunshot wound and bled to death in the woods.  This was told to me by my grandmother, Alta Goodin Goforth, wife of James Alvis, son of Jesse.  Does anyone know when Jesse died and where he is buried?  If he was shot, who shot him?  I would love to exchange information.

Submitted by Kay Goforth Adams  --  adam9419@bellsouth.net  --  Middlesboro, KY

--------------------

I am looking for some kind of "proof" documenting that  Nancy Van Bibber married Robert Howard,  and was the daughter of Isaac Van Bibber, the Revolutionary War Patriot, who was killed by Indians at Point Pleasant, VA. in 1774.  I need this "proof" for a DAR application on Isaac's service.  So,

if anyone can be of help, I would be very grateful.

Submitted by Beth Warner Perona  --  beth@chem.csustan.edu
--------------------

My name is Bob Lane.  I'm a descendent of the Rev Tidence Lane who last lived in the Whitesburg, TN area before his death in the early 1800's.  Rev Tidence Lane's wife's name and heritage has not been clearly established, but her maiden name was believed to be Hester (Bibbens, Bibber, or VanBibber), and she apparently lived in Virginia when they were married in 1743.  I was wondering if someone might have some information on the VanBibber's that might link her to this family.  If so I would be interested in learning what you know about her and this family.  Thanks

Submitted by Bob Lane  --  bjlane5942@aol.com
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BITS AND PIECES:
Mr.  Merida Moore, of Troupe County, Georgia, died at the home of Henry Van Bibber in Zebulon, Pike County, Georgia, on August 9, 1836, while traveling from his parents home in Wilkes County to La Grange, Georgia, his place of residence when he was suddenly taken ill.  

As reported in the Southern Recorder of Milledgeville, Georgia, August 16, 1836.

Abstracts of Georgia death notices from the Southern Register.

--------------------

Mrs. Ann Little died on June 3, 1851, at the residence of her son, H. Van Bibber, of Shreveport, Louisiana.  Mrs. Ann Little was a native of Charleston District, South Carolina.  She was 83 years of age and she was a member of the Baptist Church.

Southern Christain Advocate, December 12, 1851 as printed in Marriage and Deaths from the Southern Christain Advocate. Volume #1, 1837 - 1860, Page #253.
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SOUND OFF:

From:
stpoff@yahoo.com (Sarah Poff)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Thanks so very much for the great job you do with the newsletter.  I sure enjoy learning about the family. 

Sarah

From:
murphynorjean@hotmail.com (Jean Murphy)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Hi Gary,  

I really enjoyed your May VB Newsletter and Photos!

Jean

From:
beth@chem.csustan.edu (Beth Perona)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Thank you for the continued service that you have provided us with in this wonderful newsletter.  I appreciate all of your hard work and dedication to the Van Bibber research and descendants.

Sincerely,

Beth Warner Perona

From:
vajed@clnet.net (Virginia Del Grande)

To:
GRH9999@aol.com (Gary Hawpe)

Dear Gary,  

I would like to thank you for the information you provided in the May Newsletter regarding my uncle Albert Eakins Van Bibber.  I had some of the info, but did not have his date of death or his rank.  Thank you so much for the great job you do.

Virginia
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Van Bibber Website: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~blogan/
The editor reserves the right to edit contributions to the newsletter.

Editor of the Van Bibber Pioneers Electronic Newsletter:

Gary R. Hawpe  --  GRH9999@aol.com
Owner of the Van Bibber FTM database  --  47,712 names
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