
          History of Jesse Rea (Swartz) Booth

Jesse Rea Booth was born the second child of James William and Marvel Booth
on 8 April 1910 in St. George, Utah.  He was nicknamed Swartz early in his life.
The origins of this nickname is not know.  He served in the Unites States Army
Infantry during World War ll.   The above photo is of him when he was in the
Army.  Not much is known of his time there.  He was 32 years old when he
entered the Army.
    His early life parallels his older brother Fred.  Fred’s story tell much of their
early life.  They moved from place to place when their dad was trying to find
work.  Both Fred and Rea had a strong loyalty to their brothers and sisters.  They
often lived apart from the family in their younger years and sent them the money
they earned so they could eat and have a place to live.  Their Dad couldn’t
provided for the family very well.  Rea worked for the CCC camps for a period in
his younger life.  He also worked in the mines at Eureka, Utah for a time.
     Rea was married twice but neither marriage lasted.  He lived a bachelors life
most of the time. He lived in the old family home after everyone else had gotten
married and move away.  This home set back from the street and there was an



empty corner lot to the side.  The home had a silo to the back that was used as
sleeping quarters when they all live there.  He was not a very good house keeper
and would not let anyone inside when they came to visit.  Later in life the home
was torn down when Smith’s Grocery Store bought the property and built a store
there.  The area of the home now is a parking lot.  Rea purchased another home in
the neighborhood and live there until his death.
Rea under went an operation on his stomach and did not survive.  He passed away
15 July, 1989 in St. George, Utah.
     Fred own a garage in St. George and did mechanic work on automobile and
farm machinery.  Rea worked for Fred most of his life at the garage.  Their
signature coveralls were their trademark.  They wore them everywhere.
     Rea was Fred’s fishing partner.  They went fishing every chance they got.
They were true brothers in every sense of the word.
     Fred took care of Rea.  He took most of his meals with Fred’s family and
shared in many of their activities.
     Some information about Rea was found on the internet.  It is as follows:
His date of induction into the U. S. Army Infantry was 13 March 1942.  The place
of induction was St. George, Utah.  His serial number was 3962381. His date of
birth was 10 April, 1923 (note that this is incorrect date).  This information is
taken from the Washington County Utah Military Index WW II.
     Family Search web site lists the following:
Utah Marriages, 1887 - 1966
Jessie Rea Booth, birth date 8 April 1910, birth place St. George, Utah.   Bride’s
Name Salina Coline Atkins, birth date 25 October, 1915, birth date St. George,
Utah.  Marriage date 20 July, 1933, at Washington, Utah.
     Groom’s Father: William Booth.
     Groom’s Mother: Marvil Booth.
     Bride’s Father: Richard Atkin.
     Bride’s Mother Juliaetta Marrlor.
Rea was 23 years old and his wife was 17 years old when they were married.
Another record lists her name to Selina Caroline Atkin.  This sound more correct.
      His second wife is listed as: Clara LaGrace Woodard.  They were married
January 16, 1937 in Washington, Utah.  He was 26 and she was 19 years old.
 Both marriage ended in divorce a short time later.
     A third marriage is recorded somewhere for a Grace Edwards.  The origins of
this information is unknown at this time.



This photo is of Fred Booth, the older boy
in the back.  Jessie Rea Booth, the younger boy in
the front.  Elma Booth their sister, the baby sitting
in the highchair.

         Left to right: James William Booth, Fred Booth, Rea Booth, Shake Booth, Jim Booth,
                            John booth.



Standing: Shake Booth
Sitting left to right: Rea
Booth, Esther Booth, Fred
Booth, Jim Booth.  This
photo was taken at Fred’s
home in St. George.

From left to right: James William Booth, John Booth, Esther Booth Fox, Jim Booth,
Shake (Shirley) Booth, Rea Booth, Fred Booth.






