
 
In March 1945, the U.S. invaded the island of Okinawa in what became one of the most bitterly 
fought campaigns of the war. The Japanese went all out in an attempt to defeat the U.S. forces. 
One of their most devastating tactics was the use of Kamikaze planes, suicide flights in which 
Japanese pilots flew their bomb-laden planes into U.S. warships supporting the invasion. These 
attacks sank or severely damaged many U.S. ships killing nearly 5,000 sailors and wounding 
another 5,000. In an effort to stop these attacks; Boeing B-29 Superfortress Bombers of the U.S. 
20th Air Force which had been bombing factories and industrial targets in Japan, were diverted to 
bombing the airfields where the Kamikaze planes were based. 

 
On May 4 and 5, 1945, 13 planes of the 29th Bomb Group based in Guam at the Mariana Islands 
flew bombing missions against such airfields. Missions 144,145,147-149 are to bomb airfields at 
Ōita, Tachiarai, Kanoya, and Chiran on Kyūshū; two others attack targets of opportunity1. 
 
 

Aircraft from the 29th Bomb Group, 314th Bomb Wing, 20th Air Force at North Field, Guam.  
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Aircrew B-29 VH Serial 42-939532 
 

 
B-29 VH serial 42-93953 piloted by 1st Lt. Ralph Miller took off on May 5, 1945 from North Field on 
Guam for a precision bombing mission against Tachiarai Airfield, Kyūshū, Japan. 

 
Pilot: 1st Lt. Ralph E. Miller (Eaton Rapids, MI) 
Co-Pilot: 2nd Lt. Joseph H. Finkelstein (Los Angeles, CA) 
Navigator: 2nd Lt. Charles C. Winder (Salt Lake City, UT) 
Bombardier: 1st Lt. Clyde M. Roush (Neosho Rapids, Ks.) 
Flight Engineer: T/Sgt. William H. Chapman (Calhoun, GA) 
Radar Operator: 2nd Lt. Jack M. Berry (Atlanta, GA) 

Radio Operator: Sgt. Jack V. Dengler (Danville, IL / Salt Lake City, UT) 
Gunner (Central): Sgt. Albert R. Howard (Cullman, AR) 
Gunner (Left): Pvt. Merlin R. Calvin (Saint Louis, MO) 
Gunner (Right): Cpl. Clark B. Bassett, Jr. (North Tonawanda, NY) 
Gunner (Tail): Cpl. Irving A. Corliss (Somersworth, NH) 

 

Rear row: 1st Lt. Roush, 2nd Lt. Winder, 1st Lt. Remmetter (KIA April 16, 1945; replaced by Lt. Miller),  
2nd Lt. Finkelstein, 2nd Lt. Berry. 

Front row: Sgt. Howard, Sgt. Dengler, T/Sgt. Chapman, Cpl. Bassett, Pvt. Calvin. 
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Another photo from the North Field Tarmac  
 

 
 

Rear row: Roush, Winder, Remmetter, Finkelstein, Berry 
Front row: Howard, Dengler, Chapman, Bassett, Corliss, Calvin  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Flying 143° True After Leaving the Target, Three B-29s Are Lost.3 

 

 

Pilots from the Sento 407th Hikotai (Fighter Squadron) were the first to spot the 

bombers. Lt. Ichimura led the attack on a 10-aircraft formation that was flying 
over northern Kyūshū at 19,600 ft. The planes that had been flying at the rear 
of the Shiden Kai formation attacked first from straight above the enemy 
formation. His wingman, Lt. Kuromoto followed him into action, hitting a B-29 
sufficiently hard for it to start trailing smoke.  
 
Lt. Kasuya, the number 4 man in Ichimura's division, collided with B-29 serial 
42-65305, flown by 1st Lt. Marvin Watkins. Watkins later recalled “we were 
about 12-13 miles away from the target as our four gunners returned fire, but 

he hit us at a dead angle”. It is unlikely that Kasuya hit the bomber deliberately as 343rd Kōkūtai 
pilots were never instructed to ram. Nevertheless, the B-29 went down and Kasuya was killed. Of 
the 11 man crew in the bomber, only Watkins survived imprisonment.  
 
Shiden-Kai pilots of the 343rd Kōkūtai (Air Group) continued their pursuit of the fleeing B-29s, 
with Lt. Oshibuchi and his men taking it in turns to make head-on passes at the bombers.  
PO1c pilot Toru Kurita recalls .. 
 

“Each division was in a fighting formation. Ensign Ibusuki, my formation leader, pointed 
forward and started his attack. I, his number 3 man, followed him.. catching the enemy 
bombers to the left that were ahead of us. We were 1500m higher than the target aircraft. 
I adjusted the axis of my aircraft to the target in an upside-down dive. Concentrated 
gunfire came at me in unison from the bomber formation. Red tracers flew at me, right and 
left. I ducked in spite of myself. I gripped the firing lever with all my might, pushing 
forward on the stick. I flashed by the stricken bomber so fast that I just caught a glimpse 
of the huge tail [squadron identity code White 'O' on black square]. I climbed to take 
position at a higher altitude. I could see things were being thrown out of a window of the 
B-29 spewing white smoke from the wing. Very quickly, the smoke changed to flames. The 

bomber began to fall behind the formation, nose down. Two crewmen bailed out in 
succession.” 

 

It is assumed that all of the three B-29s were shot down by N1K2-J Shiden Kai fighters from 
Ōmura. Watkin's plane crashed near Usa in Ōita Prefecture. Miller's plane crashed in the sea after 
being escorted by two B-29s after it was heavily damaged. Details of the third one are unknown. 
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343rd Kōkūtai - March 1945 

 

 
Captain Genda, 343rd C.O. and mastermind of the Pearl Harbor attack, is seated front center4 

 
 

 
 

The Kawanishi N1K2-J, code named "George" by 

the Allies5, exemplifies Japanese advances in 
technology when compared to the 1940 A6M Zero. 
Pictured left; one of four surviving examples, the 
Shiden Kai served with the 343rd Kōkūtai led by 
Captain Minoru Genda and manned by Japanese 
aces. It was equipped with two fuselage-mounted 
7.7mm machine guns plus two Type 99 20mm wing 
cannon and powered by an 18-cylinder Nakajima 
Homare radial engine. 

 

 
 

                                                
4 https://www.amazon.com/Gendas-Blade-Japans-Squadron-

Kokutai/dp/1903223253/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1527704757&sr=8-1-

fkmr0&keywords=genda%27s+blade%3A+japan%27s+squadron+of+aces%3A+343+kakutani 

5   Japanese planes were given male names for fighters i.e. George, and female names for bombers, i.e. Betty. 



 
 

 
 

LIFE Magazine 

June 18, 1945 issue, Page 306 

 
Japanese pilot Lt. Kasuya strikes B-29 42-65305 flown by 1st Lt. Marvin Watkins. 

 
 

 

Stricken B-29 42-93953 flown by 1st Lt. Ralph Miller 
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Five men of 42-93953 survived by parachute7. They were 2nd Lt. Berry, Sgt. 
Dengler, Cpl. Corliss, and Pvt. Calvin. All were captured uninjured and were 
murdered while prisoners of war. The fifth crewman, Cpl. Clark B. Bassett, Jr., 
severely wounded and unconscious, was parachuted from the plane by those 
men and died of his wounds not long after landing. He is the only member of 
this crew who has a place of burial (Acacia Cemetery, North Tonawanda, N.Y.) 
The plane’s other crewmen – Miller, Finkelstein, Winder, Roush, Chapman, and 
Howard – were presumably still aboard the aircraft when it crashed at sea. 
 

Doctors at Kyūshū Daigaku (Kyushu University) subjected eight B-29 crewmen who were shot 

down over Tachiarai to vivisection8 .. they removed the airmen's organs while they were still alive. 
These men were from the Watkins and Miller crews of the 6th squadron in the 29th bomb group. 
30 people were arrested for the evisceration after the war9 with 23 being convicted of war crimes. 
Five are sentenced to death, including the head surgeon Dr. Ishiyama Fukujirō, and another four 
are given life-in-prison. In an attempt at mending national relations, GA Douglas MacArthur 
commutes the sentences of all 23 convicted in September 1950. 

Mission History10  
Departed May 5, 1945 North Field (Andersen AFB) on Guam for a precision bombing mission 
against Tachiarai Airfield, Kyūshū, Japan. Eyewitnesses reported that aircraft 42-93953 crashed at 

36°46'N and 132°15'E. Eight parachutes were seen to open, but the identity of crew members 

could not be determined. [Latitude reported by Pacific Wrecks is incorrect by 4 degrees] 

 
 

Location of B-29 42-93953 crash, beneath 200 meters of water on the continental shelf of the Amurian plate.  
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MISSING AIR CREW REPORT 14364 

 

 



 



 



The Courts Of The Missing11 

incorrect middle initial.. 
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AMERICAN BATTLES MONUMENT COMISSION, PUNCHBOWL HAWAI'I12 
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