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This presentation is not intended to be a comprehensive lesson on how to create a filter. My goal is to 
provide some tips regarding situations where a filter might allow you to access information more 
quickly or more thoroughly.  Some of these examples are probably obvious and you’ve most likely used 
them, but hopefully, others with be more unique situations that you haven’t thought about.  I’ve found 
that the more I use filters, the more comfortable I’ve become in using them, and as a result the more 
often I think of a filter when I need to retrieve some information from my database. 
 
If you’re just beginning to use filters and need to learn the basics, there are several sources available 
with detailed information including: 

• A Primer for The Master Genealogist by Terry Reigel (pp 61-65) 
• Terry’s TMG Tips at http://tmg.reigelridge.com/Filters.htm 
• TMG Help files (which actually have several good items on using filters) 

 
But for now, all we need to know are a few very basic commands 

• AND and OR 
o AND means that you want the filter to search for items which meet BOTH conditions 
o OR means that you want the filter to search for items which meet at least ONE of the 

conditions 
• Parentheses 

o These are needed when you start mixing AND and OR operators.  
o For example: 

 Surname is Pickle AND (Given Name is John OR Given Name is Tom) would 
find everyone named John Pickle OR Tom Pickle.  It would not find anyone with 
a surname other than Pickle.  It would also not find anyone with a given name 
other than John or Tom. 

 But, (Surname is Pickle AND Given Name is John) OR Given Name is Tom 
would find everyone named John Pickle as well as everyone whose given name is 
Tom (with any surname) 

o It’s important to think about what the results will be when you start mixing operators and 
to place the parentheses where they are needed to give the results you want. 

• Use of the “|” 
o Rather than using the OR at the end of a filter (and worrying about the parentheses), you 

can place the “or” condition within the value you are searching.  For example, this filter 
will find any event which took place in Wyoming County New York or in Erie County 
New York 

 
• Wildcards 

o A “?” is used to replace one character while an “*” is used to replace a string of 
characters. Note that these will only work with an operator of “like” not “equal” or 
“contains” 

 I often use Den*inger when searching for either Dentinger or Dendinger 
 If I used Den?inger, it would also find anyone with a surname of Dentzinger  

http://tmg.reigelridge.com/Filters.htm


• Use of [?] in the value field 
o This is one of my favorites, and I use it all the time when I set up a filter I plan to use 

over and over again. 
o When the filter is run, TMG will bring up the filter box where you fill in the value you 

want at the time you run the filter.   
o This way, you can use the same filter for multiple conditions.  The example on the 

previous page was created with [?] in both conditions.  I can use it to search for an event 
in any county or any state, so the filter becomes much more useful.  The filter itself is 
coded as: 

 
 

Now that we know the basics, we need to talk about where we can use filters.  This option is available in 
many places in TMG. 
 

• Reports -The previous example came from the List of People report.  
 

 
 

• You can also choose “filtered groups” when creating Journal or Family Group Sheet Reports: 
 

 
 

• You can also choose to filter the Picklist   
 

 



• as well as the Project Explorer 
 

 
 
Now we’re finished with the basics!  How can we use filters to aid our research?  These are some of my 
favorites…… 
 
Suppose you’re surfing the web and you find someone who might fit into your tree.  If you’re like me, 
you have several people with the same name.  For example, using Martha’s presentation from last 
month, I found someone named John Dentinger in an 1871 newspaper.  Since all the Dentingers in the 
US seem to come from the same area in Alsace, I’m quite sure he’s going to fit into the tree, but I have 
lots of John, Johann, Jean and Joannes Dentingers.  And, to complicate things further, some of then have 
also used the Dendinger spelling.  So, I’ll use a filter to narrow down the possibilities in my picklist. 
 

 
 
The first line gives me my surnames of Dendinger or Dentinger.  The next two lines will allow me to 
pick up anyone whose given name begins with John, Joannes, Johann or contains Jean (note the 
parentheses around these two lines).  The next line limits the results to males to avoid picking up the 
female Jean or Jeanne. The final line narrows down the timeframe a bit.  Since the article is in 1871, 
there’s no point in looking at anyone born after that time.  The resulting picklist is shown on the next 
page.  If I wanted to limit it even further, I could have included a line to check for a “lived” tag with a 
specific state to match the newspaper article. 
 

 



Another one of my current favorites is a search of all events with a specific source citation.  This allows 
me to determine what I’ve already extracted from a particular film.  I do this by using a filtered group in 
the List of Events Report.  I’ve saved this filter as “source abbreviation contains a specific word” and 
it’s set up using the [?] value so I can use it to search for multiple sources. 
 

 
 

Searching for an abbreviation which contains “St. Louis”, I was able to quickly find all the events I’d 
extracted for the St. Louis Catholic Church in Buffalo, NY. 
 

 
 
Of course, you need to take care both in naming your sources and choosing the abbreviation you search 
to get the correct results, but you can see how this would work.  The report options allow you to modify 
the output so it can be sorted to fit your needs, this one is by surname and date. 
 
Going back to my favorite Dentinger/Dendinger family…. another search I like is the List of People 
where I can narrow it down to a specific area the family lived in.  I’ve found these people living all over 
the US, so I usually try to break down the family into groups to do the research.  The following example 
is handy for searching for obits.  Once again I’ve used the [?] to make it more flexible. 
 



 
 
Entering Seneca for the county and Ohio for the state gives me the following report (sorted by death 
date). Including parents and spouse names helps to verify that I have the correct person.  Now I have 
everything I need to search for the obits!   
 

 
 
I can use this same type of filter to create a List of People to search for in the Ohio Death Certificates at 
www.search.labs.familysearch.org by adding search arguments to limit the date of death to the range of 
available certificates (1908-1952) and sorting the output by surname. 
 

 

http://www.search.labs.familysearch.org/


 
I included the last line (Death DATE Surety < 3) to limit the results to those people for whom I haven’t 
already located and entered the OH death cert. 
 

 
 
This filter could also be written using [?] for each of the values (State and the Beginning and Ending 
Years) and then the same filter could be used for any of the online death certificates including OH, MO, 
etc.   
 
Just to complicate things, an alternate means of doing the same thing is to use a List of Events report in 
which case you would set up the filter like this one:  
 

 
 
With all the new databases coming on line, you might want to set up a filter to locate all the people who 
might be in the database so you can attach a copy of the record.  This filter will produce a list of people 
who have registered for the World War I Draft, but I haven’t attached a copy of the record to them yet. 
 



 
 
You can also use filters to create a group of people in the Project Explorer window.  Say you have 
access to one of the many 1880 County Atlases which include biographies for prominent local people.  
You could run a filter for the Picklist to identify individuals you might find in the book.  Then you can 
work down the names in the Project Explorer, adding a biography tag as you find them in the book.  
This filter locates males who do not already have a biography tag, who lived in a particular state (to be 
entered when the filter runs) and who were born between the years of 1780 and 1850 (which would 
make them the right age to be in the 1880 book). 
 

 
 
Running the filter for the state of Ohio gave me the following set of people in project explorer 
 

 
 
 



And to wrap it up…. here’s my most unique use of a filter so far, just created today.  I found a death 
notice for a John S. Dentinger, husband of Minnie Koehler, which listed his siblings as Mrs. Edward 
Zeis, Daniel Krehler [sic], Mrs. John Reichel, Louis and Joseph Dentinger.  I had John and Minnie in 
my files, but no parents identified for John.  The obvious thing is to see if I have a Zeis or Reichel in the 
files – no luck there. The obit didn’t provide the given names of his sisters. There are a ton of Louis, 
Joseph and John Dentingers in my tree so I needed a quick way to locate a family which had sons by all 
three names.  So, I ran a List of People report with a filter to locate Dendinger/Dentinger men who were 
the father of John, Louis/Ludwig and Joseph.   
 

 
 
It was a snap and using it I quickly found two potential families (the 2nd and 3rd lines are husband and 
wife). 
 

 
 
Many unique fields are available for use in the filters.  My suggestion is to take a look at them, play with 
some of the fields, subfields, operators and values so you get an idea how to use them.  Look at the 
results of your search and tweak the filter criteria until you get what you want. And then start thinking of 
filters whenever you need to locate some information from within TMG.  Remember, the more you use 
the filters, the easier they will be to use. 
 
 
 
 
 


