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The ability to highlight tags is one of the features I use frequently in my own TMG databases. It
allows me to easily view data that would otherwise be buried within the documentation. Several times,
it’s prevented me from searching for material that I’ve already attempted to find and in my opinion that
alone is worth the effort to set up the highlighting! Hopefully you will find it useful in your own work.

TMG easily allows us to accent individuals based on a variety of conditions. One of the recent

additions to my own

database is a flag for
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that the father of this
family had several
siblings who also
died very young.

Chvistine BALL (28513)
3

This highlighting was easily achieved by adding the new flag to the settings on the accent

definition screen as shown below.

characteristics for that person.

The Accent feature controls the color of each person's name on the screen based on field

(O]

" Accent OFF
¢ accent names by the FIRST matching condition
" Accent names by ALL matching conditions

Use this color when more than one condition is met (Conflict Color):

oo ||

Accent Conditions : add
Field Operator Yalue ISampIe I
DIRECT#1 = ¥ John Doe Insert
RESEAR#1 = Y John Doe
Died <16#1 = V¥ John Doe Delete
CONMNOLLY#1 = ¥ John Doe
DESCENDANT INTEREST = 3 John Doe Move up
CLEANED#1 = Y

Move down
Selected Accent Condition : Sample :

Died <16#1 ;||=

=l

j _I il Update |

oK | Apply | Load...

Cancel

Help |

However, TMG does not provide a method for highlighting a Tag. Fortunately, there’s a

relatively easy way to make the Tags stand out through the use of accents.



The first thing you need to do is set up a new Flag for each “highlight” you want to use. I have
one called Problem and one called Search Unsuccessful. Both have a default value of “?”” and potential
values of “N” and “Y” (although you really only need the default and Y).

E=Flag Manager [_ O] X]
Label Description Yalues Add
Exh clean#1 M = No exhibits to do M,*,D Z'

¥ |Report#1 ? = Unknown 2,M,Y Edit
¥ |Chr Cleanup#1 N =No M,B,M,D
AutoRelationship# 1 M = Mot the autorelationship focus person  |N,Y ezt
¥ |Died <16#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
¥ |Dummy Person#1 N =No M,Y
¥ |Correspondence#1 N=No M, Y
¥ |Reliable#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y,5
¥ |Gedcom-R#1 ? = Unknown 7,0,
¥ |Gedcom-S#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
¥ |Shared Info#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
¥ |OK to share#1 ? = Unknown 7,M,Y,L
¥ |Has Photos#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
¥ |SCHMEIDER#1 7nja 7,¥,0,5,N
¥ |SchnClean#1 N =No M,Y
¥ |SchnW'WI#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,¥, %
v [WWICand#1 ? = Unknown ?,C,N,F,Y, %
¥ |FrancoPrussianEmig# 1 ? = Unknown 7,0,
¥ |Mahoney#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
7 |EditSince#1 ? = Unknown M,Y,U Enzbls
¥ |Maag#1 ? = Unknown 7,0, Disable
¥ |Search Unsuccessful#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y
¥ |Problems#1 ? = Unknown ?,N,Y IMove up
¥ |Niederlaender#1 ? = Unknown 7,0,
v Move down
QK I Cancel Help

The next thing you need to do is set up a new “person” for each of the “highlights” you want to
use. My two current favorites are PRBLM and SRCH (each entered as the surname). It’s best to choose
short meaningful names for the new “people” — we’ll see why a little later. You don’t need to add any

tags for these “people”. But you do need to set the associated flag to “’Y” for each of them. For

example, the person named
PRBLM will have the Problem
Flag set to Y and the person named
SRCH will have the Search
Unsuccessful Flag setto Y. It’s
important to note that these are the
only “people” who will actually
use the new flags.

The last thing to do is to
adjust the accent scheme to add
colors for the new situations which
are based on Flag settings: Problem
=Y and Search Unsuccessful =Y.
I chose bright colors for both of my
situations.

The Accent feature controls the color of each person's name on the screen based on field
characteristics for that person.

I [=] B3

" Accent OFF
% Accent names by the FIRST matching condition
" Accent names by ALL matching conditions

Use this color when more than one condition is met {(Conflict Color): IJOhn Doe | A |

IProblem#l :I I = LI IY

Accent Conditions add
Field

Problema#1 = Y John Doe Insert
Search Unsuccessful#1 = Y John Doe

Died <16#1 = Y John Doe Delete
DIRECT#1 = ¥ John Doe

RESEAR#1 = Y John Doe Moveup
CONMOLLY#1 = ¥ John Do hd

«| T LI_I Mave down
Selected Accent Condition : Sample :

IR -] e |

oK I apply I Load... | Save as... | Cancel

Help |




Now comes the best part. Say I have an individual whose research has some problems. |
definitely don’t want to be reporting this information as factual to someone else and I really should work
to try to resolve the problems. What I need is a good way to highlight the fact that some of the data is

questionable or is known to be in error.

An example in my files is Frederick J. Philipps (1880-1889). I have a birth record stating that he
was born 4 Oct 1880 and I have a death record stating that he died 13 Nov 1889 (age 9). However,

another researcher shows
him as a member of the

Tiffin Fire Department and || [f¥ee i L208E1| | mipe L

o . . Name ede P PP 696 880-1889 2. Soundex P412

it is very likely that he’s the | [Father Lous PHILIPPS (27132) (1853-1526) 1. Age Decd @ 9 yrs

informant listed on the Mother aFALTER (36506) (c1854- ) [HNNS Chiden |0

death certificate for his Type Date Name,/Place AgeM |S |12DP

father in 1926. Fither there * Yerify I PRELM (37209), Did he really die as a 9 year old in 18897 v z.2..
* Birth 04 Oct 13380|Bloom Township, Seneca Co., Ohio, USA 0 ¥ |3.33.

were two sons named * Death 13 MNov 1889|Bloom Township, Seneca Co., Ohio, USA, cause of death was 9l¥ [+ |2.333

Frederick Phi]ipps in this Witness  ENVENS e Informant; Death: Louis PHILIPPS (27132); 334 5. Washington, | 46|~ |7 |2.22.

family, or the death
certificate I found for

Frederick really belongs to . -
someone else. Obviously Tagtree | @ verty
this issue needs to be IPrincipaI LI 36962 ﬁl Frederick J PHILIPPS, {(1880-1889)
resolved. [Principal | [s7209 | Prew
Date: Place style I U.S. Standard Place

This is a good place [ — Addressee ~ |
to use my Problem Accent. Sort date: Detail v
I attached Mr. PRBLM as [ Gty
the 2™ principal on the - County +
Verify tag which explained state |

Memo

the problem (and has

associated research tasks set
up) and now that Tag
(Verify) show up in bright

Did he really die as a 9 vear old in 18897 Vincent E. Falter &
notes that Frederick was a member of the Tiffin Fire
Department in The Fafter-Scharf Famiy History, And I have
him listed as an informant on his father's death cert in 1926,

red so I can’t miss it.

This is a good time to point out the reason for
choosing a short name for the highlight “people”.
Whenever you add a person as a 2™ principal, their
name shows up within the text of the tag, taking up
space on the screen. By choosing a shortened name,
there is more room to view the memo field which I use
to explain the actual problem with this particular
person.

An added benefit of this method is that I can
easily switch the focus to Mr. PRBLM where I can
view all of the Tags which are being flagged as
problems and the individuals associated with them. As
you can see, [ have a lot of work to do. Note that any
tag can be highlighted as a problem. I generally use
the Verify tag (a custom tag that I’ve set up) for these
particular situations, but there’s also one in my list
which is a Research Note (also a custom tag).
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* Yerify
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Werify

Helena NOLD {24996), need to prove that the Helena Nold who
Anna Catharina PHILIPPS (Ball) (289), Need to verify parent
____|Elizabeth PURCHASE (356), Need a second source to prove that
Nicholas PURCHASE (528), Need a second source to prove this
|Micholas PURCHASE (S521), Need a second source to prove this
|Catherine PHILIPPS (182), verify parentage - parents on birth
____|Mary Magdalena STEPHAN (9017) Still need to prove pavents

Franz SCHENCK (3449) Need to venfy that thls Franz Schenck
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Yerify

Verify
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rathlas BALL 3573) Need to prove that Mathias, the son of

Magdalena BALL (4043) Need to venfy Magdalena is the dau of
Anton BALL (2070), need to verify info on kwo daughters (Anna
| Johannes Phillip BALL {3545), Need to prove that Jois Philip Ball,

|3ohann Gottlieb WAGENBLAST (6883), The Wagenblast Family
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My other frequently used highlighting “person” is Mr. SRCH. I use him to highlight notes on
records I’ve already searched for but haven’t been able to locate. In this situation I tend to use the
Research Note Tag, but you could use a Tag which is more closely related to the type of record you
were originally looking for (Birth, Census, Land, etc.). In this case, Mr. SRCH is always entered as the
2" principal. A few examples are shown below.

This particular
Philipps branch ended
up in Seneca County
Ohio and I’ve found
biographies for several
of the men in the book
Seneca County, Ohio
history & families, but
unfortunately there was
none for Jean/John
Philipps. This note,
which is highlighted,
will hopefully keep me
from searching for a
biography a second
time.

=l Details

Type
Jean PHILIPPS (27114) (1826-1902) Soundex P412
Michael PHILIPPS {1559) (1796-1877) Age Dec'd
Mother Marie Eve SCHAPPOTHE (1814) (1800-1883) Children 10
Type Date Name/Place AggM |S
* hote _ Catherine GROSS (27130), children may all have been born in v |7
*ResearchM _ SRCH (1 Mo biography found in "Seneca County, Ohio v
Mame-Yar o John PHILIPPS ¥
Mame-Yar o John PHILLIPS 7|
* Birth 04 Mar 1826|house #47, Stundwiller, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France, Canton of 0 i
ara 0 sp (w); Michael PHILIPPS (1559) and Marie Eve SCHAPPOTHE 11|17 |7
* Marriage 27 Aug 1850 el ERe e 0 on Co., Ohio 24 ¥
* Son-Bio 06 Jun 1851 |John PHILIPPS (27131); Bismark, Huron Co., Ohio, USA 25 7|
* Son-Bio 27 Dec 1853|Louis PHILIPPS {27132); Morwich Township, Huron Co., Ohio, 27 7|
* Son-Bio 03 Jan 1855|Joseph PHILIPPS (27133) 28 d
* Son-Bio 06 Nov 1857 |Martin PHILIPPS (27134); Huron Co., Ohio, USA 31 7|
* Dau-Bio 04 Oct 1859|Mary Rose PHILIPPS {27135); St. Stephen, Seneca Co., Ohio, 33 7|

Methodist Episcopal

Another example is

Edward George. His
Type Name 12DPM} (Type family ended up in Marilla,
Name dward Frede DRGE(733) 1% Soundex . h y
Father-do  |John Peter GEORGE (731) (1848- ) | ... .. Age Erie Co., NY, but I haven’t
Mother-ado a ssz-1888) R Children been able to locate church
Type e Name/Place R records for them. I_ ve
*Occupatio] . |Farmer added a note to indicate that
*Researchf| SRCH (15832), searched Marilla Methodist Episcopal Church I already searched the
Research N[ family could be Lutheran - daughter, Inez was buried from St. Methodist Episcopal
N‘.ame-'-!ar o Edward Frederick MOSHER Church records which have
* Birth 27 Apr 1875|Mew York, USA
* Marriage 27 Nov 1900[% DARE 030 ] beel‘l fﬂmed The full text
* Son-Bio 15 Aug 1901 OR 0 0 0 1 of the Research Note memo
* Dau-Bio 27 Sep 1903 OR D : : i reads as “searched Marilla
* Mo Pis 2& 1am 100 =

Church (LDS Film #1381677) - not included in member list” so now I have all the details about the film

I looked at.

The next example is for Rosine Philipps Philipps who is buried in Calvary Cemetery in
Milwaukee. I would like to find her death record, but none was found in the records at the FHL. The
full text of this Research Note reads as follows and gives me a possible explanation for why the record
wasn’t found.

“Searched Milwaukee WI Deaths, v. 1-2 1852-1876 (bulk 1872-1876) FHL US/CAN Film
1013455 - NOTE THAT THERE APPEAR TO BE VERY FEW PRE-1872 RECORDS. None
found for this individual.”

Note that in this case I sorted the highlighted tag so it follows the burial tag so I see the two
pieces of information at the same time.



Type

Rosine PHILIPPS (25811) (1791- ) Soundex P4
Father Georges PHILIPPS (25812) (c1765- ) Age De
Mather Rosine MARTIN (25813) Children 10
Type Date Name/Place AgeM
* Birth 30 Oct 1791 |Leutenheim, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France 0
* Marriage 05 Dec 1814|Louis PHILIPPS (24700); Leutenheim, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France | 23
* Dau-Bio 11 Mar 1815|Barbe PHILIPPS (1151); Leutenheim, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, France | 23
* Son-Bio 29 Aug 1817 FENlx 25
* Son-Bio 16 Mar 1519 27
* Son-Bio 06 Dec 1821 [FEk 3 , Bas-Rhin, 30
* Son-Bio 18 MNov 1824|Joseph PHILIPPS (25817); Oberroedern, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, 33
* Son-Bio 05 Aug 1827 [FE Oberroedern, Bas-Rhin, 35
* Son-Bio 09 Jun 1830 EEHEEE WG oedern, hin, Alsace, 38
* Son-Bio 09 Jun 1830 pEE LR (B 2); Oberroedern, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, 38
* Dau-Bio 18 Mar 1832|Rosine PHILIPPS (25836); Oberroedern, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, 40
*Immigratn | _ _ 1834|Louis PHILIPPS (24700); New York, USA, with children George, |~43|+
* Dau-Bio 21 May 1835|Marie Anne PHILIPPS (25818); Oberroedern, Bas-Rhin, Alsace, | 43
* Lived b _ _  1842|Louis PHILIPPS (24700); Buffalo, Erie Co., New York, USA =51
* Relocated 04 Jul 1842 |Louis PHILIPPS (24700); Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co., Wisconsin, | S0
* Burial o Cavalry Cemetery, Bay View, Milwaukee Co., Wisconsin, US&
*ResearchM _ SRCH (15832), Searched Milwaukee WI Deaths, v, 1-2 ”

One last example shows [ B

how kind some friends can be. In
this case Martha searched
unsuccessfully for an obit for
William Dendinger while she was
in California visiting her mother.
Hopefully this note will keep me
from foolishly asking her to look
for the obit again.

I’ve found that I use Mr.
SRCH often enough that he now
resides on the top of my
bookmark list (which is in my
custom toolbar) so that I can
easily see his ID# when I want to
add him to a tag.

Name 12DPM| |Type
William J DENDINGER {18596) (1884-1971) | ..... Soundex DS35
John Anthony DENDINGER (16988) (1857-1937) | ..... Age Dec'd
Elizabeth Mary DONAHUE (18595) (1858-1930)  |FFFR Children 5
Type Date IName/PIace AgeM
* Dau-Bio Mell DENDINGER {18670)
* Dau-Bio Marian DENDINGER (18672)
* Dau-Bio Harriet DENDINGER (18674)
* Dau-Bio Kathleen DENDINGER (18675)
* Son-Bio Roger DENDINGER (18676)
* 55N Will Dendinger, born 25 May 1884, died Mar (sic) 1971, last

* Birth
Census
Witness
Marr Lic

25 May 1884|Hartington, Cedar Co., Nebraska, USA
s il Son; John Anthony DENDINGER (16988) and Elizabeth Mary
21 May 1913 Marriage: John LUBELEY (18677) and Mary Elizabeth

[Pl k] Martha BURGEL {Dendinger) (18669); Cedar Co., Nebraska,

167
28]+
29

* Marriage (124l K] Martha BURGEL (Dendinger) (18669); East Bow, Nebraska, USA, ]
* City Dir e b= -1 [Martha BURGEL (Dendinger) {18669); 2975 VanNess Avenue, v
* Death 12 May 1971|San Francisco, San Francisco Co., California, USA
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* Research I

SRCH (15832), Martha Grenzeback searched for an obit in the 4

Needless to say, these types of highlights don’t have to be limited to negative results or errors. It
would be just as easy to set them up to highlight particular events such as participation in a specific war,
land claims in a particular state, known number of children exceeds the number of currently identified
children. The only limitation is your imagination and the fact that the tag you want to highlight can’t
already be using both principals. You should also keep in mind that you can easily adjust the
highlighting by changing the settings on the accent definitions, which would allow you to use a
particular highlight while researching a specific area or time-period and then turn it off when you have

finished that research.



