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The ability to highlight tags is one of the features I use frequently in my own TMG databases.  It 
allows me to easily view data that would otherwise be buried within the documentation.  Several times, 
it’s prevented me from searching for material that I’ve already attempted to find and in my opinion that 
alone is worth the effort to set up the highlighting!  Hopefully you will find it useful in your own work. 

 
TMG easily allows us to accent individuals based on a variety of conditions.  One of the recent 

additions to my own 
database is a flag for 
those who died under 
the age of 16.  The 
following screen 
shows an example of 
a rather unlucky 
family who had 
several children die at 
a young age 
(highlighted in 
black).  It’s also 
interesting to note 
that the father of this 
family had several 
siblings who also 
died very young. 

 
 

 This highlighting was easily achieved by adding the new flag to the settings on the accent 
definition screen as shown below. 
 

 
 
 However, TMG does not provide a method for highlighting a Tag.  Fortunately, there’s a 
relatively easy way to make the Tags stand out through the use of accents. 



 The first thing you need to do is set up a new Flag for each “highlight” you want to use.  I have 
one called Problem and one called Search Unsuccessful.  Both have a default value of “?” and potential 
values of “N” and “Y” (although you really only need the default and Y). 
 

 
 
 The next thing you need to do is set up a new “person” for each of the “highlights” you want to 
use.  My two current favorites are PRBLM and SRCH (each entered as the surname).  It’s best to choose 
short meaningful names for the new “people” – we’ll see why a little later. You don’t need to add any 
tags for these “people”.  But you do need to set the associated flag to “Y” for each of them.  For 
example, the person named 
PRBLM will have the Problem 
Flag set to Y and the person named 
SRCH will have the Search 
Unsuccessful Flag set to Y.  It’s 
important to note that these are the 
only “people” who will actually 
use the new flags. 
 
 The last thing to do is to 
adjust the accent scheme to add 
colors for the new situations which 
are based on Flag settings: Problem 
= Y and Search Unsuccessful = Y.  
I chose bright colors for both of my 
situations. 
 
 
 



 Now comes the best part.  Say I have an individual whose research has some problems.  I 
definitely don’t want to be reporting this information as factual to someone else and I really should work 
to try to resolve the problems.  What I need is a good way to highlight the fact that some of the data is 
questionable or is known to be in error. 
 
 An example in my files is Frederick J. Philipps (1880-1889).  I have a birth record stating that he 
was born 4 Oct 1880 and I have a death record stating that he died 13 Nov 1889  (age 9).  However, 
another researcher shows 
him as a member of the 
Tiffin Fire Department and 
it is very likely that he’s the 
informant listed on the 
death certificate for his 
father in 1926.  Either there 
were two sons named 
Frederick Philipps in this 
family, or the death 
certificate I found for 
Frederick really belongs to 
someone else.  Obviously 
this issue needs to be 
resolved. 
 
 This is a good place 
to use my Problem Accent.   
I attached Mr. PRBLM as 
the 2nd principal on the 
Verify tag which explained 
the problem (and has 
associated research tasks set 
up) and now that Tag 
(Verify) show up in bright 
red so I can’t miss it. 
 
 This is a good time to point out the reason for 
choosing a short name for the highlight “people”.  
Whenever you add a person as a 2nd principal, their 
name shows up within the text of the tag, taking up 
space on the screen.  By choosing a shortened name, 
there is more room to view the memo field which I use 
to explain the actual problem with this particular 
person. 
  
 An added benefit of this method is that I can 
easily switch the focus to Mr. PRBLM where I can 
view all of the Tags which are being flagged as 
problems and the individuals associated with them.  As 
you can see, I have a lot of work to do.  Note that any 
tag can be highlighted as a problem.  I generally use 
the Verify tag (a custom tag that I’ve set up) for these 
particular situations, but there’s also one in my list 
which is a Research Note (also a custom tag). 



 My other frequently used highlighting “person” is Mr. SRCH.  I use him to highlight notes on 
records I’ve already searched for but haven’t been able to locate.  In this situation I tend to use the 
Research Note Tag, but you could use a Tag which is more closely related to the type of record you 
were originally looking for (Birth, Census, Land, etc.).  In this case, Mr. SRCH is always entered as the 
2nd principal.  A few examples are shown below. 
 
 This particular 
Philipps branch ended 
up in Seneca County 
Ohio and I’ve found 
biographies for several 
of the men in the book 
Seneca County, Ohio 
history & families, but 
unfortunately there was 
none for Jean/John 
Philipps.  This note, 
which is highlighted, 
will hopefully keep me 
from searching for a 
biography a second 
time. 
 

 Another example is 
Edward George.  His 
family ended up in Marilla, 
Erie Co., NY, but I haven’t 
been able to locate church 
records for them.  I’ve 
added a note to indicate that 
I already searched the 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church records which have 
been filmed.  The full text 
of the Research Note memo 
reads as “searched Marilla 
Methodist Episcopal 

Church (LDS Film #1381677) - not included in member list” so now I have all the details about the film 
I looked at. 
 
 The next example is for Rosine Philipps Philipps who is buried in Calvary Cemetery in 
Milwaukee.  I would like to find her death record, but none was found in the records at the FHL.  The 
full text of this Research Note reads as follows and gives me a possible explanation for why the record 
wasn’t found.   
 

“Searched Milwaukee WI Deaths, v. 1-2 1852-1876 (bulk 1872-1876) FHL US/CAN Film 
1013455  - NOTE THAT THERE APPEAR TO BE VERY FEW PRE-1872 RECORDS.  None 
found for this individual.” 
 

 Note that in this case I sorted the highlighted tag so it follows the burial tag so I see the two 
pieces of information at the same time. 
 



 
 
 One last example shows 
how kind some friends can be.  In 
this case Martha searched 
unsuccessfully for an obit for 
William Dendinger while she was 
in California visiting her mother.  
Hopefully this note will keep me 
from foolishly asking her to look 
for the obit again.   
 
 I’ve found that I use Mr. 
SRCH often enough that he now 
resides on the top of my 
bookmark list (which is in my 
custom toolbar) so that I can 
easily see his ID# when I want to 
add him to a tag. 
 
 Needless to say, these types of highlights don’t have to be limited to negative results or errors.  It 
would be just as easy to set them up to highlight particular events such as participation in a specific war, 
land claims in a particular state, known number of children exceeds the number of currently identified 
children.  The only limitation is your imagination and the fact that the tag you want to highlight can’t 
already be using both principals.  You should also keep in mind that you can easily adjust the 
highlighting by changing the settings on the accent definitions, which would allow you to use a 
particular highlight while researching a specific area or time-period and then turn it off when you have 
finished that research.   


