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As most of you know, there has been debate on the TMG mailing list as well as on the TMG forum 
about research tasks.  Most of the debate has centered around the fact that the research log really 
isn’t very user friendly, and that it doesn’t show in the person detail screen other than if you have an 
icon on your toolbar, or have the “tasks” column showing in your screen.  
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I am one of the people who feels that it would be helpful to have it on screen.  So I have created a 
couple of tags that I attach to someone whenever I decide that I want to do some research, or when I 
have completed the research.  What might surprise most of you is that I use this method in 
conjunction with the research log.  Don’t ask me why…I can’t quantify it for you, I just do.  I 
*think* that at one point it was useful for printing a research log for trips, but I honestly don’t 
remember any more.  
  
So, to start with, the two tags I have set up are these:  
  
Research-TO DO  
--Research to do:[:CR:][:CR:]<[D]><[M]>[:CR:][:CR:]  
And  
Research-DONE  
--Research done and complete:[:CR:][:CR:]<[D]><[M]>[:CR:][:CR:]  
  
In addition, I have one other tag which I find quite helpful:  
Research Notes  
--Research Note:[:CR:][:CR:]<[M]>[:CR:][:CR:]  
  
As you can see from above, I have the double exclusion marker  on all my sentences.  Obviously, I 
do not want those printing in an individual narrative or other repor
  
As for the pros of using a system like this, depending on the research that I need to do, I can even go 
so far as to create a source for the tag, and when I have completed the research, change the 
Research-TO DO to whatever tag it is.  For example, if I have a will that needs to be looked at, on
I have looked at it and recorded the transcription of it, I can change the Research-TO DO to Will and 
fill in the dates, etc.  As I have already created the will as a source, this is very ha
  
Below is an example of one of my Research-TO DO tags that is set up in this manner.  Note the 
source attached which is the will for Richard Kent.  As I haven’t viewed this yet, I still have it 
listed as a research t



  

  



  

What I like about using tags versus the research log is the ability to actually see your research 
information on the main person screen, rather than just seeing a check mark in a column.  

One con to utilizing this system (which could be why I double up and add tasks to these tags…) is 
that in order to print a listing of the Research-TO DO information, you have to override (or not 
include in your sentence structure) the double exclusion markers.  In addition, you can only print 
research for one person per page, as to get it to print you need to utilize a report such as the individual 
narrative. It isn’t possible to just run a list of people with your Research-TO DO tags.  You cannot 
print by repository, and then filter by keywords, etc. as you can when you utilize the research log.  
There is really no easy way to print a usable research list.  

However, if you utilize the research log, that is not a problem, as shown below in the example that 
I have filtered for all tasks through the FHL (microfilms that I need to order & view), and further 
filtered for my keyword of Quaker.  



  

Which produces a report looking something like this one page:  



  

The above report is actually a portion of a task listing for tasks with FHL repository and with IL (for 
Illinois) in the task name.  

Both methods have their pros and cons, and that is why I use them both.  Of course, I don’t use 
either one nearly as much as I should, and plan on working on that in the fall when school starts 
again and I have more time.  

In short, I like the ability to see what my tasks and their status is right on the person screen, but I also 
like to have a tidy output for when I travel to other research locations.  At present neither system is 
any better than the other, it is just a matter of your preferences. 


