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Well, Hello! 

 

Beginning a family newsletter is not 

easy. First, how will it be received? Will 

family members enjoy the efforts made? 

Second, if it is received well, will family 

also want to contribute? 

 

The answers to these two questions will 

undoubtedly decide whether such a 

newsletter continues… or dissolves over 

time, much like the snow some of us see 

out our windows today.  I hope each of 

you will find the items interesting enough 

to want future issues.  But, the only way 

to fill a newsletter is with “news”.  

 

Please call or email a short bit of news 

about yourself or your family. What have 

you accomplished over this winter?  

Have you gotten a new job?  Hate the job 

you have? Looking for something new? 

How are the kids doing in school?  

What’s up on your “home front”?  

Whatever you care to share, I’ll include 

it!  Please state, “For newsletter” when 

you send me your update. 

 

 

OUR MATRIARCH 

 

It seems fitting to remember here the 

woman who filled the role of “matriarch” 

for so many years.  Whether she is your 

grandmother or great-grandmother, Ruth 

Elizabeth Lane McGary touched all of us. 

and all of our lives. Her role is 

remarkable when you think about how, 

with her list of grandchildren, she always 

responded to each of us as individuals.  

She always kept each of our lives in her  

 

 

 

heart, and thought and prayed for each of 

us every day. 

 

Memories of “Sam” 

 

Grandma had a habit of writing on 

anything that was nearby. She always 

kept paper plates on the table, and 

sometimes that was the closest ‘paper’ 

for her to reach. I once joked with her 

that she could write me her next letter on 

a paper plate. Within a few weeks, I 

received a “card”; she had cut away the 

rippled outer edge of a paper plate, wrote 

in the center, and folded it in half like a 

card!  I loved Grandma’s wit and humor! 

 

I miss her very much. We’d had plans to 

do a second genealogy book which is 

mostly done. She had planned to include 

pictures, but these were distributed to 

family members after her death instead of 

being set aside for me to use in the books 

as Grandma intended.  If you would copy 

or scan the photos and send them to me, I 

can complete the project Grandma and I 

started. 

 

We had worked on several books from 

1991 until her death.  The second LANE 

book is far more detailed than the first.  

We also started a McGARY book, and I 

had begun smaller books on related 

families.  I continue to research, although 

it’s hard to keep up enthusiasm without 

others who share the same interest. I have 

many boxes of material that will need to 

be passed to the next generation.  If you 

are interested in discussing our family’s 

research and what’s missing, please 

contact me.  
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THE TEN MILE CHURCH OF THE 

BRETHREN AT MARIANNA, PA. 

 

Our LANE ancestors built The Ten Mile 

Church of the Brethren. Known as “the 

Fraternity of German Baptists” and 

“Dunkards”, the congregation met in 

members’ homes for worship from the 

mid-1750s. The congregation included 

families from Washington Co., Greene 

Co., and Fayette Co., all near the Ten 

Mile Creek and “Ten Mile territory.”  

Over time, families in Greene and Fayette 

formed their own churches, leaving just 

families from Washington County PA. 

 

After planning and laboring, the 

congregation built their first church in 

1832.  At about 179 years old now, Ten 

Mile Church of the Brethren was / is the 

oldest brick church west of the Allegheny 

Mountains. Our John Lane, Sr. was listed 

as a member “before 1838” which is the 

earliest record that exists.  His son, 

Reverend Daniel Lane, preached at Ten 

Mile COB and their daughter church, 

South Pigeon Creek Dunkard Church.  

Daniel’s son, James Polk Lane, was a 

Deacon and oversaw the South Pigeon 

Creek church and cemetery. These men 

are our direct line.  The ANTHONYs 

(our 5
th

-6
th

 great-grandparents, depending 

on your generation) are also buried there.  

Other family may be there in unmarked 

graves. 

 

Ruth McGary attended Ten Mile Church 

of the Brethren as a very young girl.  Her 

brother was part of the “Cradle Roll” as 

an infant.  But their membership was 

short when their parents moved to 

Bentleyville, PA and joined a Baptist  

 

 

 
 

church when Ruth was about 5 - 6 years 

old. 

 

Ruth had a deep love for this church. She 

attended there when they still had a pot-

belly stove in the center of the room, and 

seating for men and women was 

separated by a low wall.  

 

The church is still in use.  However, from 

deaths and families moving away for 

jobs, the congregation now numbers only 

a few people. 

 

Unfortunately, with the small 

membership, Ten Mile Church of the 

Brethren is has been under some ‘stress’ 

in recent years.  Only three people now 

support the financial needs of the church. 

While the building is in pretty good 

shape, upkeep and maintenance are 

ongoing costs. 

 

I am hoping the church will offer a 

“Homecoming” in 2012 so missing 

members and descendants of former 

members could come together.  Please 

keep the church in your prayers.  If you 

are seeking a place to donate a financial 

gift, please consider this church as a 

worthy cause.   
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 Our LANE family came from 

Maryland to SW PA about 1809. 

 John Lane Sr.’s parents are unknown; 

he was born about 1780. 

 John Lane Sr. lived with Martin 

GARVER from age 14.  The German 

Baptists worshipped in Martin 

Garver’s house on the 2
nd

 floor, a 

room made with a special retractable 

divider. 

 John Lane, Sr., therefore, grew up 

among many leaders of the beginning 

church. 

 John Lane Sr. married Catherine 

Baker, daughter of Joseph and Mary 

___ Baker. 

 The Indonesian volcano Tamora that 

erupted in April of 1815 likely was a 

reason that Joseph Baker died in 

1815. Son Phillip Baker died 1816.  

Tamora caused “the summer that 

never was” leading to crop failure, 

illness, and up to 90,000 deaths 

worldwide. 

 A woman filed a DAR (Daughters of 

the American Revoltion) Application 

that included our family; But, I 

proved that the father of our John was 

not that Rev. Soldier. 

 John Lane Sr had 4 known children.  

Two moved West by mid-1830s.  

But, by 1880s, their “cousins” in 

Washington Co PA ‘forgot’ about the 

Lane Uncles who had moved away 

with their wives. 

 One of John Lane’s son-in-laws was a 

Stage Coach Driver on The National 

Pike” between Washington, PA and 

Frederick, Maryland. 

 

 

 

 Our ANTHONY (our “great-greats”) 

grandparents were born in MD.  They 

raised a large family in Washington 

County, PA.  Some of their children 

died as young adults; others moved 

West. 

 John Lane Sr’s land was ‘missing’ for 

over 20 years after his death.  

 Interestingly, John Anthony’s 

tombstone is missing the “h” so his 

name is recorded as ANTONY. 

 John Anthony’s wife was Elizabeth 

SEPTER.  But, who were her 

parents? 

 Our PEES ancestor was Presbyterian 

and served in the Revolutionary War. 

 The PEES families had very large 

families.  PEES married into our 

WALLER families. 

 Ruth McGary’s mother was a Waller 

who loved to tell stories about family 

history. 

 We now have many “brick walls” 

(can’t find new information) on most 

of our main families.  We’re stuck 

around 1800 on most of them. 

 If interested in our “family history”, 

just ask your questions! 

 

See:http://www.hewitts.com/Hewitts_Ho

me/The_Summer_that_Never_Was.html 

 

GRADUATION NEWS 

 

My daughter received her undergrad 

degree last December with a double 

major. She worked very hard and it was a 

great accomplishment!  I wasn’t able to 

attend the graduation ceremony, but I 

cried as I watched two videos of the 

event.  I’m very proud of her!   
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GENEALOGY TIPS 

 

Each generation has the opportunity to 

become interested in the family’s origins.  

Without such interest, a family’s oral 

history and factual history begins to die. 

 

If you become interested, but don’t know 

where to start, here are some tips: 

 

FIRST, write down what you do know.  

This means, write about your own 

immediate family!  Collect names, 

marriage dates, and birth dates for every 

person in your immediate family, 

including yourself. 

 

SECOND, if someone else in the family 

has already been doing research, ask if 

they will help you learn how to do 

research.  Ask for information they 

collected already. 

 

THIRD, learn the ‘trade’.  Just as any 

other skill, genealogy research requires 

you to understand certain concepts about 

how to identify the right families and 

collect the necessary information. 

Luckily, the skills are easy to learn!  

 

FOURTH, commit to using the skills 

you’re learning. Don’t give up if you hit 

an obstacle.  Instead, think of the ways to 

get the information a different way. 

 

FIFTH, be prepared to buy postage 

stamps and envelopes. Write to family 

for info. As you progress, you may need 

to write to Libraries, Court Houses, etc. 

Always include a Self-Addressed 

Stamped Envelope (SASE). 

 

 

 

TRENDS IN GENEALOGY 

 

The question, “Where did I come from”, 

has been a recurrent human theme.  Each 

generation asks about their own—or 

someone else’s—“family tree”.  From 

celebrities, to ordinary persons, more 

people today want to find conclusive 

facts about their ancestry. 

 

Today, DNA testing is offered, primarily 

through the male line, to find out if 

distant “cousins” could be related to the 

main ancestor’s line.  Although I don’t 

fully understand the methods, many 

researchers swear by this technology. 

 

More than at any other time, historians 

now seek to discover the “genealogy” of 

major historical and religious figures.  

This obviously includes the ancestry of 

Jesus Christ.  The following article was 

posted on the DiscoveryNews website.  

The Legend of this Saint was written 

about in the Journal of Medieval 

History.  

 

Genealogy researchers know that family 

stories and “legend [are] fodder for 

historical reconstruction. [West]”  Just 

like the erroneous DAR Application in 

our family, fiction can quickly become 

fact.  Dr. Jim West's blog at: 

http://zwingliusredivivus.wordpress.com/

2010/12/09/still-more-dreadful-

dilettantism-from-discovery/ 

States that the Discovery article's 

"headline takes the prize for most 

rambunctiously unsupported 

historically.”  What do YOU think? 
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Jesus' Great-Grandmother 

Identified 

 

By Jennifer Viegas  

Thu Dec 9, 2010 07:00 AM ET 

Medieval legends suggest that Ismeria, a 

descendent of the tribe of King David, 

was the grandmother of the Virgin Mary. 

 

THE GIST  

• According to medieval 

manuscripts, the great-

grandmother of Jesus was St. 

Ismeria.  

• The legend of St. Ismeria 

emphasizes sanctity earned by a 

life of penitence as opposed to 

blood martyrdom.  

• St. Ismeria likely served as a role 

model for older women during the 

14th and 15th centuries.  

The legend of St. Ismeria marks a shift in 

belief, as sanctity was previously more 

often earned by blood martyrdom rather 

than piety.  

The great-grandmother of Jesus was a 

woman named Ismeria, according to 

Florentine medieval manuscripts 

analyzed by a historian. 

The legend of St. Ismeria, presented in 

the current Journal of Medieval History, 

sheds light on both the Biblical Virgin  

 

 

Mary's family and also on religious and 

cultural values of 14th-century Florence. 

"I don't think any other woman is 

mentioned" as Mary's grandmother in the 

Bible, Catherine Lawless, author of the 

paper, told Discovery News. "Mary's 

patrilineal lineage is the only one given." 

"Mary herself is mentioned very little in 

the Bible," added Lawless, a lecturer in 

history at the University of Limerick. 

"The huge Marian cult that has evolved 

over centuries has very few scriptural 

sources." 

Lawless studied the St. Ismeria story, 

which she said has been "ignored by 

scholars," in two manuscripts: the 14th 

century "MS Panciatichiano 40" of 

Florence's National Central Library and 

the 15th century "MS 1052" of the 

Riccardiana Library, also in Florence. 

"According to the legend, Ismeria is the 

daughter of Nabon of the people of 

Judea, and of the tribe of King David," 

wrote Lawless. She married "Santo 

Liseo," who is described as "a patriarch 

of the people of God." The legend 

continues that the couple had a daughter 

named Anne who married Joachim. After 

12 years, Liseo died. Relatives then left 

Ismeria penniless. 

"I'm pretty sure one is supposed to 

believe that it was either her dead 

husband's relatives or, less likely, her 

natal family," Lawless said. "The family 

of the Virgin Mary would not have been 

cast in such a light." 
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Ismeria then goes to a hospital where she 

finds refuge. She is said to perform a 

miracle, filling a shell with fish to feed 

all of the hospital's patients. After this 

miracle she prays to be taken away from 

the "vainglory of this world." 

After God called her to "Paradise," a 

rector at the hospital informed the Virgin 

Mary and Jesus of her passing. They 

departed for the hospital with the 12 

Apostles, Mary Magdalene, Mary Salome 

and Mary Cleophas. There they paid 

honor to St. Ismeria. 

The legend marks a shift in belief, as 

sanctity was previously more often 

earned by blood martyrdom rather than 

piety. Lawless credits that, in part, to the 

rise in the belief of Purgatory, an interim 

space between heaven and hell where 

sins could be purged. 

"The more sins purged in one's lifetime 

(through penitence, good works, etc.) the 

less time needed in purgatory -- for either 

oneself or one's family," she said. 

She also pointed out that "the great bulk 

of Christian martyrs of the west died 

under the Roman persecutions, which 

ended in the fourth century." 

While the author of the Ismeria legend 

remains unknown, Lawless thinks it 

could have been a layperson from 

Tuscany. During the medieval period, 

"the story may have been used as a model 

for continent wifehood and active, 

charitable widowhood in one of the many 

hospitals of medieval Florence." 

 

"The grandmother of the Virgin was no 

widow who threatened the patrimony of 

her children by demanding the return of 

her dowry, nor did she threaten the 

family unit by remarrying and starting 

another lineage," she added. "Instead, her 

life could be seen as an ideal model for 

Florentine penitential women." 

George Ferzoco, a research fellow at the 

University of Bristol, commented that the 

new paper analyzing the legend is 

"brilliant" and "reveals an exciting trove 

of religious material from late medieval 

and renaissance Florence, where many 

manuscripts were written specifically for 

females.” 

"What is so striking about St. Ismeria," 

Carolyn Muessig of the University of 

Bristol's Department of Theology and 

Religious Studies told Discovery News, 

"is that she is a model for older matrons. 

Let's face it: Older female role models 

are hard to come by in any culture." 

"But the fact that St. Ismeria came to the 

fore in late medieval Florence," Muessig 

concluded, "reveals some of the more 

positive attitudes that medieval culture 

had towards the place and the importance 

of women in society." 

Re-printed from Discovery News at: 

http://news.discovery.com/history/jesus-

great-grandmother.html 

 

The next “Lane Descendants Family 

Newsletter will be created in about 6 to 8 

months.  Submit your “newsy” item by 

June 15
th

.  Suggest topics to include. 


