                        Gorrell Family Data Organized by Anita Palmer July 2008, Descendant of Robert Gorrell
Most oral histories contain the truth.  Trying to put it all on the Gorrell website…
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~go2will/gorrell/index.html
ORAL HISTORY ONE

From the surname file in Holmes Co., Ohio…Ohio  Genealogical Society
Letter written to a Mrs. Jos.Gorrell.  {I can’t read} when the letter was written, only that it is in old script and very hard.  Marilyn Myers, [Mrs. Charles], 2429 Sunnyside Drive, Anderson, Indiana, 46013

“A brief history of one branch of the Gorrell family when they first came to this country.

William Gorrell and a twin brother John sailed from Ireland to New York—exact date not known, but in the neighborhood of 1740—[1].  They located in Maryland where they knew what it meant to live in a dense forest in a free country. [2] Both married and raised families, to William [3], was born in 1747 Oliver [4], our great-grandfather.  When Oliver became a young man, his father and mother died, and were buried in the state of Maryland.  Oliver and his brother Osgood/Osgod [5] then left the state of Maryland. And located not far from Alexandria, Virginia [6], near George Washington homestead.

When the war of the Revolution broke out—April 9, 1775, a call for volunteers was made—another brother of Oliver and Osgood, (name not known) [7] wanted to go to the war with his brothers, he being lame, could not go.  One of the brothers went (?) to war—but have been unable to learn which one.

After the close of the war, Oliver and Osgood/Osgod located in Brook Co., VA [8], where Oliver buried his wife [9].  In 1776, to Oliver and wife was born William, our grandfather.  He married Mary Wilson [10] of Virginia born in 1783, and died Sept. 6, 1865.  William and wife, our grandparents, and Oliver Gorrell  our great-grandfather are resting in the cemetery in Holmes County four miles West of Holmesville, Ohio, known as the “Gorrell Graveyard.”[11]  Oliver and Osgood/Osgod took up a large tract of land in Virginia, when the Indians were on the warpath killing all of the whites they could and destroying their property.  Oliver Gorrell was obliged to flee with his wife and children to the fort [12] for protection, Oliver returned to watch the cabin.  About 9 o’clock that night, a big Indian Chief stepped on the porch and looked into the window, when Oliver shot him.  In the morning Oliver went to the fort and told what he had done.  A few of the soldiers came back with him and they buried the Chief by the side of a big log and covered it over with leaves that the Indians might not detect it.  Oliver was persuaded to remain in the fort that night with the family.

The next morning when he came in sight of his cabin, it was afire.  The Indians has set it and were having a War dance around it.  Oliver and Osgood becoming much discouraged left their land and never returned to it again.  The two brothers came north together as far as the Ohio River, where they separated. Osgood/Osgod settled in Beaver Co., PA [13] and Oliver and his son William [14], our grandfather, located in Holmes (?) Co., Ohio, on what is known as the Gorrell Homestead in 1820.  Oliver died August 4, 1830, William in 1863/8.  To William was born seven sons and one daughter, namely: Samuel, Bazil, Alexander, Wilson, John, William, Hiram and Mahabeth.  All are gone to the Land that knows no trouble. [15]
William Gorrell, the sixth son of William and Mary Gorrell was born near Wheeling W Va June 13, 1820.  When two months , his parents with their family moved to Holmes Co., Ohio where he grew into manhood.  In 1860/1850, he married Sarah Jane Ewing [16] to them were born one daughter Mary who is still living , having married Jonas Loinon, and now lives in Mountain Grove, MO.  The wife and mother died when Mary was 9 days old.  William married Rose Albertson Nov. 21, 1854. [17] To them were born four children, John, Windfield, Josephine, and Hiram of whom all are living except for the eldest, J.B. Gorrell and the mother Rose, who has passed on.  Her body rests on the E???? Cemetery, Auburn, Indiana, by the side of her husband William Gorrell who died Oct. 20, 1886.

This brief sketch brings us to the present generation, m

[signed] Hiram Gorrell, Kendalville, Indiana”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
[1]  Famine struck Ireland in 1740, and was certainly the principal occasion for the third large wave, which included numbers of substantial Ulstermen. An estimated 400,000 persons died in Ireland during 1740-1741; for the next decade there was a tremendous exodus to America…. Migration Timelines: Ulster-Scots and Irish Famine Passengers.

The Valley of Virginia opened up to the Scotch-Irish in 1736, when Virginia’s governor, William Gooch, gave huge land grants to proprietors who then began selling off smaller landholdings. Hard times in Ireland in 1739–1740 led to a large migration that made its way to the backcountry of Virginia. During the 1740s settlement reached the geographic limit of the Valley of Virginia, and settlers looked farther south to the Carolinas, which welcomed immigrants….http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-2536600263.html

[2] 1783 Susquehanna Hundred William Gorrell [descendant?] land-owner part of patent named  ‘Hardwood Grove’ …  Early Harford Countians”, page 165 Henry C. Peden, Jr, 1993 Family Line Publications. .. And John Gorrell patented  65 acres called ‘Woods Close’… Maryland State Archives assessment of 1783, Index Harford County   
[3] William Gorrell (Father of Oliver, Robert and Thomas).  Abstracts of the Ledgers and Accounts of the Bush Store and Rock Run Store, 1759-1771  Henry C. Peden Jr Harford Co Genealogical Society Special Publication No 21 1999 soft cover 47 pages.  Lists 1200 persons
[4] Oliver was born in 1747.  There are references in the oral histories to twins. If Robert really was born in 1747, then they were also twins.
[5]Ancestry.com Database: “ Ships from Ireland to Early America, 1623-1850” Vol II , Chapter G, Page 51, OSGOD Gorrell,  and “British Aliens in the United States During the War of 1812” record 

Ancestry.com Database: “Annals of Southwest Virginia 1769-1800, Osgod Gorrell
[6]   Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish Settlement in Virginia extracted from the original Court Records of Augusta County 1745-1800, Deed Book No 5.,   page 309 Page 70. …21st March, 1753. James Patton to William and James Gorrel, 620 acres part of patent as above; North Fork of Goose Creek; corner John Robinson; corner Tobias (Bright). 

  Goose Creek is a meandering watercourse in Northern Virginia. Goose Creek rises in Fauquier County    on the Blue Ridge near Linden and flows north through Loudoun County,  where it meets the  Potomac River  between Lansdowne and River Creek residential communities. Goose Creek is partially dammed north of State Route 267. The dam may be portaged through the woods on the eastern shore.
[7] James Gorrell: Ensign Capt. J. Beall’s Co 0.9,1757 to Je 28, 1758; Ensign, Capt. Dagworthy’s Co. Je. 29, 1758 to N. 8, 1758; 2nd Lieut. N. 9, 1758 to Ap 26, 1759.  Maryland Genealogical Society Bulletin, Vol 40 No 1 Winter 1999,..Chapter French & Indian War, pg 38

[8] Gorrol, Oliv married Smith, Elenor   06-Oct  1794 Ohio Co., VA [next door to Brooke Co., VA]Marriage Records, online Ohio Co, WV website:   the sources are located in the County Clerk's Office of Ohio County, West Virginia and collections located in the Wheeling Room of the Ohio County Library. The names were copied as they were found in the records. The dates may be either the day of the wedding or the date of registration.

[9] not found yet

[10] Mary’s headstone reads, wife of William died September 6, 1865 age 82 yrs, 4 mos and 3 days [Row 2 next to William].  Gorrell Cemetery records, located in ‘Wandering Sexton,’ Jan/Feb 1991, Township Rte 555 West Of Millersburg, Holmes Co., Ohio. William’s headstone reads “d September 12, 1860 age 84 yrs, 7 mos, 24 days. Row 2
[11] Oliver also buried in above cemetery Row 11, died August 4, 1830 age ___, stone broken

[12] location in VA and name of fort not yet known

[13] No record of Osgood/Osgod but  there is James. James Gorrell Born 13 MAR 1770 in Ireland, died 1 DEC 1826 in Beaver Co., PA -  Old Salem Presbyterian Church Cem., His first 4 children were born in Washington Co., PA and the other 10 in Beaver Co., PA starting in 1804

Biography: Booklet copied from Fort Wayne & Allen Co., IN Genealogical Collection, Public Library family history & descendants information from "Gorrell Family History" Compiled by Joseph J. Gorrell, 
Revised in 1953 by Janet Gorrell Meyer, Winamac, IN
handwritten address on cover, Janet Meyer, RR2, Star City, IN 46985 -(1977)

[14]William on the 1810 census Brooke Co., VA census, pg 677 # 43 

1-0-0-1-0-1-0-0-1-0-0-0-1 200 0000 00000 [He would be about 34.]

[15] Gorrell Graveyard records Holmes Co., Ohio, headstones: Samuel 1805-1877, Bazil 1818-1905, Alexander 1814-1889, Wilson [see will] 1889, John 1817-1861, Mahabeth [Buchanan] 1814-1839
[16] Sarah Jane Gorrell, wife of William H. Gorrell, 1840-1918,  headstone Gorrell Graveyard, Holmes Co., Ohio Row 2 next to William H. Gorrell.

 [17] Thomas and Eliza Ewing dau Sarah J. age 22, 1860 census Pleasant, Fairfield Co., Ohio
[18] William 59, Rosanah 51, Winfield 22, Hiram V, 1880 census Butler DeKalb Co., In
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ORAL HISTORY TWO

Gorrell Family History By Joseph J. Gorrell Winamac, IN

Revised 1930 by Edmund C. Gorrell Winamac, IN, Revised 1953 & 1977 Janet Gorrell Meyer

“James and William Gorrell, brothers, sons of Oliver Gorrell, were soldiers under Robert Emmet, the Irish insurrectionist. They were captured by the English and exiled, coming to America. [1] William the younger brother settled in Virginia.  James, the elder brother, located in Beaver Co., PA.,[2] where he was married to Sarah Millholland, who was born in Ireland, March 13, 1770.  To them twenty-one children were born, nineteen of whom grew to manhood and womanhood.  James died December 1, 1826, and was buried at Old Salem Presbyterian church in Beaver Co., PA.  The names of seventeen of the children have been learned.  They are:
James Gorrell, born 1790; Samuel Gorrell; Moses Gorrell; William Gorrell; Thomas Gorrell (who died in infancy); John Gorrell; Joseph Gorrell; Amos Gorrell; Jesse Gorrell; Thomas Gorrell ( second son of the same name, the first having died); Sarah Gorrell Hazlett; Elizabeth Gorrell White-Bliss; Hannah Gorrell Thompson; Rachel Gorrell Thurston; Lettie Gorrell Foughty; Eliza Gorrell Reynolds; Mary Gorrell married name unknown.

Members of this family moved from Beaver Co., PA., to Trumbull Co., Ohio about 1831.   The son Joseph and family came to Ossian, IN.; the son Jesse and family to New Haven , IN., in 1845 and the daughter Lettie Foughty and family to Ossian., IN., in 1851.  Sarah Millholland Gorrell died at the home of her son-in-law and daughter, Jophn W. Foughty and wife, Columbiana CO., OH February 18, 1849.  Lettie Gorrell Foughty was born in 1815 and died in Ossian, IN., in 1861.”
Followed by another 10 pages of descendants.  Located Allen Co., Indian Public Library, Historical Genealogy Research Center, 200 E Berry St, Box 2270, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46801-2270

[1] Robert Emmet organized two uprisings: the 1798 Rebellion and the last  in 1803 when he was captured and hanged. “Irish Historical Mysteries: The Grave of Robert Emmet”  The time frame of the Gorrell brothers possibly participating seems off time-wise, since they were already residents. 

[2] James Gorrell Born 13 MAR 1770 in Ireland, died 1 DEC 1826 in Beaver Co., PA -  buried Old Salem Presbyterian Church Cem., His first 4 children were born in Washington Co., PA and the other 10 in Beaver Co., PA starting in 1804  Biography: Booklet copied from Fort Wayne & Allen Co., IN Genealogical Collection, Public Library family history & descendants information from "Gorrell Family History" Compiled by Joseph J. Gorrell,  Revised in 1953 by Janet Gorrell Meyer, Winamac, IN
handwritten address on cover, Janet Meyer, RR2, Star City, IN 46985 -(1977)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ORAL HISTORY THREE
The Gorrell Family, Submitted by Linda Fluharty.  From Tyler County Journal" - Middlebourne, WV, March 4, 1915  online ; http://www.lindapages.com/pleasants/gorrellfam.htm
    “ The Gorrells were the first white settlers in Tyler Co., VA/WV. [1] The family came originally from Scotland to Jamestown, VA  [2] and from there twin brothers came to Tyler and settled in the wilderness where for many years they lived and traded with the Indians. Their names were Robert Gorrell and Benjamin Gorrell.[3] The former settled and lived in a log cabin where the L. L. Stealey residence now stands and Benjamin settled on Gorrells Run, from whom it derived its name, where the John Thomas homestead, now the Wetzel home, stands. We have no date as to their coming, but a gravestone in the old cemetery shows that Robert Gorrell died in 1778.[4] We know that these brothers came here as young men and that this one was 56 years old when he died, having raised a family during these years.[5] It is said that he was one day walking near the point back of his home, overlooking Middle Island Creek, when he stopped and stuck his cane in the ground and told his family, when he reached the house, that he had selected the spot where he wished to be buried and that he wanted a plot of ground around the place set aside for a cemetery. This was done and today the old sandstone monument stands where the cane was placed. He also deeded one-half acre of ground to the M. E. Church of this place and owned all the land in that part of the town. {     ……… }     The Gorrells of Pleasants Co, WV and McKim are descendants of Simeon and also are cousins of the Gorrells already mentioned, as they are descendants of William Gorrell.   The Gorrells were all known as strong, hearty people. They were all musicians and all accumulated large tracts of land. Every year as many as can, go to Findlay, OH, where they hold a reunion.  We are indebted to Mr. Loyd Gorrell of Findlay who visited here during the centennial last fall for many of the above facts. Mr. Gorrell spends much time looking after these historical families and told us many interesting and amusing incidents of Middlebourne's early days. “ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[1] “Among early settlers of the Ellsworth district were Daniel Haines (1798 son-in-law of Robert Gerrell)… Hardesty’s History of Tyler Co., WV Vol 1  Chapter 3,  page 179 

[2] Need more information to determine the truth of this claim.  Only 2 documented related references: 

 A. - Ancestry.com Database: “Passenger & Immigration Lists Index, 1500s-1900s” George Cabell Greer,  “Early Virginia Immigrants 1623-1666” Richmond VA: W.C. Hill Printing Co 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Publishing Co., Baltimore 1978 repr 1982:        Tho Gorrell 1642 Virginia,  He is claimed by the Garrell family –  http://listsearches.rootsweb.com/th/read/JARRELL/2002-08/1030710187  Thomas "the immigrant" JARRELL (FitzGerald), BORN: circa 1635 probably, England, MARR: Surry Co VA, DIED: circa 1713 Surry Co VA, WILL: 17 Jul 1713 Surry Co VA, ADD. SP: Married 29 May 1661 Margaret Knight; SOURCES: Birth...data supplied by Jack Butler, 27 Aug 2001, Other...Marriages of Northampton county Va., 1660-1854
B. - Ancestry.com Database:     Ann Garrell, Virginia Land, Marriage, and Probate Records, 1639-1850 John Atkinson of Ye Upper Parish. Leg.- wife Ann; son Christopher; son John; daughter Ruth; daughter Hannah Cooke; daughter Ann Garrell; daughter Mary Richardson; daughter Olive Bruce; daughter Elizabeth White. Wife Extx, Will proved October 28, 1723 book 2 page 144 This probate record was extracted from microfilmed copies of the original Will Book
[3] There is no documented brother named Benjamin.  May have really been  Oliver.  Needs further research. 
[4] Headstone says Dec'd March 24, 1821 at age 78 years, which makes date of birth 1743,  other dates indicate he was born in 1747.
[5]  Robert and Susannah had children: Thomas, Ralph, Elizabeth, who married Daniel Hanes, William C., Robert Jr.,  Susannah, who married Thomas Duckett Wells, and Hannah, who married David Hanes.
Oliver had children: William  and James
---------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE:  The documented other brother of Oliver and Robert, Thomas, has only one historical reference; the 1790 census of Harford Co., MD lists Thomas Gorrell born 1750. After that he seems to vanish.  Was he the "lame" brother referred to in the first oral history.
