
2127 Jackson Place, Chicago, ILL Copy for J .A. Griffin
June 13 - 1912                                                                            Hamilton, Ont

       - Z -
Dear Cousin,     

I am glad to receive yours of 11th,  in which you say that  that Jonathan Griffen   married Mary Brown,
27 -5-1779 - enclosing an “Exact Copy” of the certificate. But I have somewhere just such a copy,
sent to me by Charles Griffen, deceased of Brooklyn.  It is in the regular form of Friends marriages,
anyway. I will return it as you request - and in fact any matter that you send me to be returned, will be
sent back.  I have had many years experience in almost such work, and always return any paper sent
me on such terms.  And anything I have, even my fathers “diary” and old letters, many of which I have
dating back to his boyhood.  You are about right as to the Quakers moving around a great deal, during
that bloody internecine war of the Revolution.  In fact they were pushed upwards along that Oblong
Tract to Duchess Co, and settled in communities in that new country.  But I think that my great grand
father was induced to emigrate to Saratoga because Zebulon Hoxie went there and purchased a large
track of land, and became wealthy.  The Quakers in Duchess and Westchester counties, particularly in
the latter county, were well-to-do and happy, until the revolution broke out, and then the trouble began. 
My grandmother Hannah Hoxie, daughter of Zebulon, who married Gershom Griffen, my grandfather,
used to recount, that when she was a girl, the Indians used to come into her father neighborhood, and
burn houses and scalp the inhabitants, except the Quakers, who were dressed in Gray -She was
terribly frightened, when at a Quaker meeting, when six gun barrels, were poked at each door, 12 in all,
three on each side, and pretty soon the eyes of an Indian would appear and finally cautiously, point the
gun into the congregation who were sitting in a Silent Meeting, and finally the naked, painted Indians,
with bloody scalps, came in amongs to Friends, and said UGH, UGH, and went off and let them alone. 
This must have been about the close of the Revolution.

You say that you have a copy of a number of photos of Jonathans’ descendants which you will send me
for my inspection , and to be returned, All right let them come.  That there is a mistake about Col Jacob
Griffin of Fishkill being the son of Isiah. At any rate it was a hasty note written seven or eight years ago,
or I might have mis-copied your letter.  These little errors will correct themselves when we come to the
actual records, however.

You say Jacob was a Presbyterian, baptized at Rombout, Duchess Co, Nov 25 as adult 1764,.  born
April, 1730.  That Joshua and Elizabeth were also baptized at Rombout, April 21, 1751 -Dutch
Presbyterian records.  That Joshuas’ children were Richard, Jacob ( Lt-Col) Sarah, William, Elizabeth
and John.

Now I think that we have about cleaned up the records, as to the sons of Richard (2), and must try and
finish their children - i.e. if our Illinois and Missouri Griffens are descendants of Joseph Jun, recorded in
Clinton Town, Duchess Co.  I have both Morganzes and his cousin Charles MS but I am waiting for
them to confirm this record before returning it to them, and will have to cut out some to make it
correspond with this later decision, and the U.S. Census record of 1790.



There are two or three Daughters of the Revolution, who obtained that honor by being descendants of
Lt-col Jacob Griffen, and they did reside in N.Y. city and Brooklyn.

In the U.S. official Register, for 1911, are the following: 
Griffen , Geo. B a naval Machinist, at Norfolk Navy Yard, Va.
Griffen, Mrs Mary E. In the Govt Public Schools, at Washington, D.C.
Griffin, Stephen J. Treas’r Coast Service, Fairfiled, Conn.
Griffen, Thomas J. Brooklyn Naval Yard, N.Y.
Griffen, Walter H Pattern maker, Norfolk Navy Yard - Va - but you may have this list

Hoping that you may again get to work at out family records, etc.
                                                      Very truly yours,
                                                                               Zeno T. Griffen


