
2127 Gladys Avenue, Chicago, Ills - U.S.A.
April 2nd, 1914

Henry K Griffin, Bedford Hills, Westchester Co, N.Y.
Justus A. Griffin, 16 Rebecca St, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada
Andrew W. Griffen, 561 So 26th Ave, Omaha,  Neb and
Charles Field Griffen, Mamaroneck, N.Y.

Gentleman;-

I received Henry K’s valuable letter and line, dated Dec 24, 1912, and at that time acknowledged it’s
receipt. Of late I have been studying it making little search in regard to some of his ancestors. which he
requested therein, and I will now just give you, and him particularly some of the results:

1 — John Griffin, May 13, 1686, and his wife had their daughter Katherine baptized at the Dutch
church, Manhattan. 
    March 20, 1686/7 John Griffin and wife Sarah late of the farms near Kipp’s Bowary, City of New
York leased our new stone dwelling house in Westchester from John Winter.
And then follows note of John Griffin of Westchester, and wife Sarah, Dec26, 1701, his legacy to son
in law Epehraim Knowlton and “our daughter Katherine, his wife”
And the last note, from a will, or deed of John Griffin, to Sarah his wife and at her decease to his only
son “John Griffin” - Recorded by his widow, Sarah, Jan 22, 1707.

2 --- John Griffin, only son of above

3 —   John Griffin May 17,1738 (Drawing of rough lands, Bedford) Lot- mant  # 29 drawn by
Cornelius Seely Jr and sold to Justus Bayley and by Will to John Griffin
    July 7, 1757, date of his will, proved at New York Dec 22, 1756 - etc

4 — Joseph Griffin of Bedford, born March 20, 1745 at Bedford, died at Bedford Dec 19, 1841

Now I will comment on the above, especially on No 1 John Griffin:
First I do not find the record of any baptism on May 13, 1683 of Katherine at the Dutch Church, in
Manhattan, and I would like to have the book or record of said baptism in Manhattan - I have been
through all the Dutch Records in our Library, the Newbury, and as yet have not found such record. 
Also the records of the Census of Flushing, only show John Griffin, son of Edward,
 Tax Assessments - Here is the first reference in Doc. Histy of N.Y. Vol 2 -page 300- Flushing
Estimate for Taxes, 29th of Sept, 1683
        Edward Griffin * * 12s— 9d    20 acres upland *
        Edward Griffin * *  2s — 6d     12 acres upland *
        John Greffin (the 27th name) (no land assessed) 2, 3 year olds, 1  2 years old and 1, 1 year            
  old - 2s –11d.



In 1686 his father made application for common lands at flushing, for his son John Griffin - ( Bergen)

In the census of 1696, there is a John Greffin and his wife Elizabeth - no children.

The only other possible person, is a John Griffen, son of Sergeant John Griffen, a brother of Edward, of
Flushing L.I. that was worn in Simsbury, Conn, Oct 20 1656.  But he remained in his native town, as
the records show.

Now the emigrants to Virginia, a list which has just been published - 1912, and is in our libraries here
show the following settlers in that state

Griffen,  John in 1653
Griffen,  John in 1653
Griffin, John, 1641
Griffin,  John 1650

All of these remained in that state, so that none of them can be the John Griffin in question.

Henry K, however write thus: “ I consider the John Griffin 3rd, the weakest link in my chain of records,
and it occurs to me that possibly it is about that period, viz about 1736, there may be a connection with
the Edward Griffith line that escapes me.”

There certainly are errors in many of the old records, and tradition are of but little value, unless
confirmed by records. Edward Griffith of Flushing was a rich ship owner and merchant, and prominent
in Flushing Affairs.  He was arrested for slandering the government, possibly telling the truth, and Gov
Andros was afterwards arrested too- - the history of N. E.  Conn and N.Y. are interesting reading to
me. Let me hear from you.
                                                              Very truly yours,
                                                                                 Zeno T. Griffin

                               


