
Letter # 8

2127 Jackson Place
Chicago, Illinois
October 13, 1911

Mr Justus A. Griffin
14-16 Rebecca St.
Hamilton, Ontatio
Canada

Dear Friend,

I am gratified to receive a pretty full record of those St. Clair County, Illinois Griffens.  They are
descendants, however of John, of Flushing not our Richard.  I was helped to find the true line of their
ancestors, by a Charles Field Griffen, of Mamaroneck, Westchester Co., N.Y., who is also of John , of
Flushing line.   But he write me thus: “October 10th, 1911. I have your favor of recent date. You
certainly have given great thought, time and expense to the family history matter. I thank you for the
information you have communicated.  I regret my inability to be of further service, as I have never
personally given much thought, and have relied upon Mr. Miller for what was to be had in that line.  I
have lost the thread of the story of late years, and so am so much occupied with other matters at the
present time that it is difficult for me to do anything in genealogical matters”.

So you see how the matter now stands with him. He has I think a complete record of his own, complied
by Mr. Miller, and for which he paid Miller.  I note that Mr. Miller is a  professional Genealogist, and
so advertises himself in the Genealogical Magazines, with, I think a partner.  Mr A. W.  Griffen, of
Omaha, Neb, has complained that he would not , or neglected to return records sent to him. This is
regretted and is reprehensible.  I have been very particular to return promptly any memoranda of our
family when sent to me copy.  And I keep a copy of all important MS sent to anybody.

How are you getting along with the Canadian contingent of out family?  Also, how about that Coat of
Arms, of Griffin of Penrith. Wales?

I ma move, as the Quakers used to say, by finding on the sidewalk, a Canadian shinplaster - 25 cents -
which is of littler use to me, and so enclose it for you.  It may be bogus, for all I know.  If of any value,
you can expend it for postage, in gathering the names ans addresses of your Canadian relatives.

I am just now a little busy. But I think I shall have some little time to get my memoranda in shape, so
that I can send to each a copy of their line, as I have written it.  I have copied your line, as I think I
informed you, as you gave it in the American Ancestry Journal, some years ago.

                                                                 Hastily and truly yours, 
                                                                                                   Zeno Thomas Griffen 


