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Ghost Town USA’s™ 
      GHOST TOWN CATEGORIES 

 
 

 

SO, WHAT 
IS A GHOST 

TOWN? 

 

"A Ghost Town is a 
town or community 

that at one time had a 
commercial or 

population center,  
and is either wholly 
abandoned or faded 

greatly from its 
peak, and now is 

just a shadow of its 
former self." 

 
 
 

All ghost towns can 
be categorized into 

five basic classes 
based on what 

remains at the site. 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
IF you use GHOST TOWN USA’s categories on your 

webpage(s), PLEASE be courteous by attributing 
the source or provide a link back here.   

Thank you. 
 
 
  

CLASS A 
BARREN SITE 
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CLASS B 

RUBBLE AND/OR ROOFLESS BUILDING RUINS 
 

 

CLASS C 
CLASSIC GHOST TOWN 

Completely abandoned town with standing buildings,  
some or all with roofs.  May also have a caretaker. 
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CLASS D 
SEMI/NEAR GHOST TOWNS 

Will have a small resident population and many abandoned buildings. 
 

 
 

CLASS E 
BUSY HISTORIC COMMUNITY 

Many historic buildings AND a much reduced population than the boom years. 
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CLASS F 
Not a stand-alone classification, but an addition to any of the above.  

It usually designates a restored town, state park,  
or indicates some other “additional” status. 

 
 

PLEASE USE YOUR BROWSER’S BACK BUTTON 
TO RETURN TO THE PAGE YOU WERE ON. 

 
For more information on ghost towns, please contact us at Ghost Town USA. 

 
Also visit: Ghost Town USA’s 

 
Home Page | Site Map | Ghost Town Listings | On-the-Road Again 

Photo Gallery | Treasure Legends 
CURRENT Ghost Town of the Month | PAST Ghost Towns of the Month 

Ghost Towner’s Code of Ethics | Publications | Genealogy Pages 
License Plate Collecting 

 
A few LINKS to outside webpages: 

Ghost Towns | Treasure Hunting | License Plate Collecting | Genealogy 
 

Entire contents of this website are 
copyright © 1997-2017 

by Gary B. Speck Publications 
 

ALL rights reserved. 
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