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All across this country for the past one hundred+ years, hundreds of reservoirs have been 

built to supply water for growing cities. The politics of this and the cost to the ecosystem 

will be left for others to battle over.  When the dams were built to impound water from 

whichever watercourse was chosen, various settlements often found themselves on the 

wrong side of the dam. Our goal with this vignette is to document those affected 

communities so they are NOT forgotten.   

 

Although the reservoirs get most of the attention, numerous other ghost towns were 

drowned out by Mother Nature.  Some of these include towns located along the sea coasts, 

rivers and even some lakes.    

 

Several hundred of these ghosts were researched out while I was putting together an 

article for my monthly Ghost Town USA column which will appear in the July 2015 issue of 

Western & Eastern Treasures magazine.   

 

Please note that the number of locations on this page will grow with further research and as 

I flesh out the stories of EACH of these forgotten underwater ghost towns.  Until then, 

they will be listed alphabetically by state, lake and year the dam was completed or the town 

vacated. 

 

 

ALABAMA 
  

Arcola MAY be underwater – Lake Demopolis 

Bainbridge – Wilson Lake - 1924 

Benson - Logan Martin Lake - 1964 

 Easonville – Logan Martin Lake - 1964  

 Falls City – Lewis Smith Lake – 1961 

 Guntersville – Lake Guntersville - TVA 

Irma - Logan Martin Lake - 1964 

 Prairie Bluff (Dale, Daletown) – Dannelly Reservoir - 1963 

 Riverton – Pickwick Lake - 1938 

 Susannah (Sousana) - Logan Martin Lake – 1964 

 Waterloo – Pickwick Landing Dam – late 1930s 
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ALASKA 
  

Portage  - (Flooded in Alaska Earthquake – 1964) 

“Old” Valdez - (Flooded in Alaska Earthquake – 1964) 

 

ARIZONA 
 

Alamo Crossing – Lake Alamo 

La Laguna – Mittry Lake 

 

ARKANSAS 
  

Miller – Greers Ferry Lake 

 Custer – Norfork lake (Norfolk???) 

 Fir – Lake Ouachita 

 Hand – Norfork Lake 

 Monte Ne – Beaver Lake 

 

CALIFORNIA 
 

 Alma – Lexington Reservoir – 1950ish 

 Auld – Lake Skinner 

 Bagby – (See our BAGBY page for more details) 

 Baird – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Bidwell - Lake Oroville 

 Bidwell Bar – Lake Oroville 

 Bullards Bar – Bullards Bar Reservoir 

 Cedar Springs – Lake Silverwood 

 Copper City – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Drawbridge - San Francisco Bay  

 El Capitan – El Capitan Reservoir 

 Elmore – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Enterprise - Lake Oroville 

 Etter – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Foster Bar - Bullards Bar Reservoir 

 Garden Valley - Bullards Bar Reservoir 

 Heroult – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Hullville – Lake Pillsbury 

 Isabella – Lake Isabella 

 Jacksonville – Don Pedro Reservoir 

 Kennett – Lake Shasta - 1944 

http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~gtusa/usa/ca/bagby.htm
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 Kernville - Lake Isabella  

 Lexington – Lexington Reservoir 

 Lorraine – Thermalito lake 

 Melones – New Melones Reservoir 

 Minersville – Clair Engle lake 

 Monticello – Lake Berryessa 

 Morely – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Mormon Island  - Folsom Lake 

 Mussey Grove – San Vicente Reservoir 

 Petersburg – New Hogan Reservoir 

 Picacho – Laguna Dam 

 Pitt – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 Pleyto – San Antonio Reservoir 

 Prado – Prado basin 

 Redbud Park – Redbud park lake 

 Salmon Falls – Folsom Lake 

 Salton Salt Works - Salton Sea  

 South Fork - Lake Oroville 

 Whiskeytown – Whiskeytown Reservoir 

 Wintrop – Lake Shasta - 1944 

 

COLORADO 
  

Cebolla - Blue Mesa Reservoir 1965 

Iola – Blue Mesa Reservoir 1965 

Kezar – Blue Mesa Reservoir 1965 

 McPhee – McPhee Reservoir 

 Montgomery – Montgomery Reservoir 

 Sapinero (Soap Creek) - Blue Mesa? Reservoir 1965 

 Sopris – Trinidad Lake 

 

CONNECTICUT 
 

 Barkhamstad Hollow – Barkhamstad Reservoir – Saville Dam 1940 

 Hartland Hollow - Barkhamstad Reservoir 

 

FLORIDA 
 

 Butler – Jim Woodruff Reservoir 
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GEORGIA 
 

 Allatoona – Lake Allatoona 

 Hunt – Chatuge Lake 

 Lisbon – Strom Thurmond Lake 

 Oketeyeconne – Walter F George Reservoir 

 Petersburg – Strom Thurmond Lake 

 

IDAHO 
 

 American Falls – American Falls Reservoir 1920s 

 Montour – Black Canyon Dam 

 

INDIANA 
 

Monument City – Salamonie Lake – 1965 (3 towns covered by this lake)  

Dora and New Holland were the other two. (visible on State Farm 38) 

Deaf Man’s Village - Mississinewa Reservoir 

(OLD) Somerset - Mississinewa Reservoir 

Redbridge - Mississinewa Reservoir 

 

IOWA 
  

Red Rock Lake 

 Kinzua Dam 

 

KANSAS 
 

 Clinton – Clinton Reservoir 

Irving – Tuttle Creek Lake (?) 

 Randolph – rebuilt elsewhere 

 

KENTUCKY 
 

 Wolfcreek Dam (Lake Cumberland) –  

Long Bottom, Lula, Horse Shoe, Shoes Bottom, Stokes  

 

 

 

 



 

 
 5 

 

 

MAINE 
 

 Dead River – Flagstaff Lake 1949 

 Flagstaff – Flagstaff Lake 

 

MARYLAND 
 

 Big Gunpowder River Recreation club - Prettyboy Reservoir 

Bosley – Loch Raven Reservoir 

 Conowingo – Conowingo Dam – 1928 

 Dulaney Valley - Loch Raven Reservoir 

 Hoffman mills - Prettyboy Reservoir 

 Phoenix - Loch Raven Reservoir 

 Rockville Powder Company - Prettyboy Reservoir 

 Shamburg – Prettyboy Reservoir 

 Sharps Island (Chesapeake Bay) 

 Smith Island (Chesapeake Bay) 

 Sweet Air - Loch Raven Reservoir 

 Triadelphia – Triadelphia Reservoir – 1931 

 Warren - Loch Raven Reservoir 

 Reservoir behind Loch Raven Dam (built 1912-1914, enlarged 1923 

 Prettyboy Reservoir 1933 

 

MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 Bobbinville - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

 Boyleston – Wachusett Reservoir (1897-1908)  

 Clinton - Wachusett Reservoir (1897-1908) 

*Dana - Quabbin Reservoir (1930-39?, 1938-46?) 

Doubleday Village - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

*Enfield - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

*Greenwich - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946)  

Greenwich Village - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

Millington – Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946)  

North Dana – Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

North Prescott - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

*Prescott - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

Smith’s - Quabbin Reservoir (1938-1946) 

Sterling - Wachusett Reservoir (1897-1908) 

West Boyleston - Wachusett Reservoir (1897-1908)  

NOTE *Dam construction began 1936, disincorporation of four towns on April 28, 

1938, filling began Aug 1939, filled 1946. 
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MISSOURI 
 

 Bonne Terre Mine – flooded mine used for scuba diving 

Forsyth – Bull Shoals Dam 1951 

Linn Creek (Camden Co.) – Lake of the Ozarks 

 Oasis – Table Rock Lake 

 Pattonsburg (original site) 

 Shawnee Bend – Lake of the Ozarks - 1931 

 Theodosia - Bull Shoals Dam 1951 

 

MONTANA 
 

 Armstead – Fort Peck Lake (1933-1940 – 5th largest manmade lake in USA) 

 Nagos – Lake Koocanusa 

 Rexford - Lake Koocanusa 

 

NEVADA 
 

 St. Thomas - Lake Mead – 1938 

The National Park Service has put together a very nice presentation about 

the old town.   

http://www.nps.gov/lake/learn/nature/st-thomas-nevada.htm 

 

NEW JERSEY 
 

 GT in Round Valley Reservoir.  1956 

 

NEW MEXICO 
 

 Paraje – Elephant Butte Lake 1912-1916 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/lake/learn/nature/st-thomas-nevada.htm
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NEW YORK 
 

 Sacandaga Reservoir (The Great S. Lake) 

 Early 1800s Croton Dam (four towns) 

Arena, flooded by Pepacton Reservoir 

 

**Ashokan, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir and relocated 

Ashton, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

Batchellerville – Sacandaga Reservoir (constr began 1927- gates closed 1930, ) 

Beerston – Cannonsville Reservoir 

Bittersweet, flooded by Neversink Reservoir 

Boiceville, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

Brodhead (B Bridge), flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

*Brown's Station, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

Cannonsville – Cannonsville Reservoir 

Concord – 1930 – Sacandaga Reservoir/Conklingville Dam 

Day Center - Sacandaga Reservoir 

Delta – Delta Lake 

Denning –  

Denton’s Corners - Sacandaga Reservoir 

Elko, flooded by Allegheny Reservoir 

Eureka, flooded by Rondout Reservoir (1937-1954) 

Gilboa, flooded by Schoharie Reservoir (1919-1927) 

**Glenford, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir and relocated 

Granton – Cannonsville Reservoir 

Kensico - Kensico Reservoir 

Lackawack, flooded by Rondout Reservoir 

Montela, flooded by Rondout Reservoir 

Neversink, flooded by Neversink Reservoir and relocated - 1953 

Olive, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

**Olive Bridge, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir and relocated 

Osborn Bridge - Sacandaga Reservoir 

Pepacton, flooded by Pepacton Reservoir 

Rock Rift - – Cannonsville Reservoir 

Rock Royal - – Cannonsville Reservoir 

Shavertown, flooded by Pepacton Reservoir 

**Shokan, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

Southeast – Sodom Dam 

Stony Hollow, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

Union Grove, flooded by Pepacton Reservoir 

**West Hurley, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir and relocated 

West Shokan, flooded by Ashokan Reservoir 

 



 

 
 8 

 

 

 

Article in NYTimes- Published: May 14, 2002 

It is the Catskills' own Atlantis: a dozen bucolic hamlets swallowed up almost a century ago 

in New York City's desperate desire for water. Hundreds of houses were dismantled or 

burned, 2,000 people were forced out and an even greater number of graves were 

disinterred so the land could be flooded…. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/14/nyregion/watery-graves-was-no-figure-speech-

receding-city-reservoir-reveals-turbulent.html 

Ashokan Reservoir started around 1913 when Esopus Creek dammed. 

* Hamlets destroyed (4) 

** Hamlets relocated (8) 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 
 

Bushnell - TVA built Fontana Dam/Fontana Lake 

Fontana - Fontana Dam/Fontana Lake 

Forney - Fontana Dam/Fontana Lake 

Judson - Fontana Dam/Fontana Lake 

Long Island Cotton mill – Lake Norman 1959 

Tuscola – lake Junaluska 

 

NORTH DAKOTA 
 

 Beaver Creek - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953)  

 Charging Eagle - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 Elbowoods - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 Independence - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 Lucky Mound - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 Moe – Garrison Reservoir 

 Nishu - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 Red Butte - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

Sanish - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

Shell Creek - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

Van Hook - Lake Sakakawea (Garrison Dam – 1953) 

 

OHIO 
 

 Elk Lick – William H Harsha Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/14/nyregion/watery-graves-was-no-figure-speech-receding-city-reservoir-reveals-turbulent.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/05/14/nyregion/watery-graves-was-no-figure-speech-receding-city-reservoir-reveals-turbulent.html
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OKLAHOMA 
 

 Bernice (Delaware Co.) Lake o the Cherokees 

 Hanson (LeFlore Co) Flooded by Arkansas River 

 Keystone (Pawnee Co.) Flooded by Keystone Lake 

Lugart (Jackson Co.) Cleared for lake construction Altus-Lugart Reservoir 

Sardika (Pushmataha Co.) Flooded by Lake Sardis 

Woodville ((Marshall Co.) Flooded by Lake Texoma 

 

OREGON 
 

 Arlington (Gilliam Co.) – on Columbia River - Lake Umatilla (1958-1968) 

 Bayocean – Pacific Ocean 

 Boardman - Lake Umatilla (1958-1968) 

 Carter – Lookout Point Reservoir 

 Copper – Applegate Reservoir 

 Detroit – Detroit Dam 

 Landax (Signal) - Lookout Point Reservoir 

 Laurelhurst – Lost Creek Lake 

 Reserve - Lookout Point Reservoir 

 Robinette – Brownlee Reservoir 

 Umatilla - Lake Umatilla (1958-1968) 

 Vanport (Portland area) Columbia River 

 Watson – Owyhee Reservoir 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 
  

Corydon – Allegheny Reservoir 1965 

Kinzua – Allegheny Reservoir 

 Milford Mills – Marsh Creek Dam 

 Morrison Town (GT.COM) 

 Pritchard – Lake Cowanesque 

 Wilsonville – Lake Wallenpaupack (1924-1926) 
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RHODE ISLAND 
  

Ashland – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Clayville Mill – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Elmdale Mill – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Fort Mansfield 

 Glenrock Mill – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Harrisdale Mill – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Kent – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Ponaganset – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Richmond – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Rockland – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 Saundersville – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926)  

 South Scituate – Scituate Reservoir (1915-1926) 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

 Andersonville – Hartwell Lake 

 Price – Hartwell Lake 

 Under Lake Murray (Saluda Valley – 1920s) 

Under Lake Jocassee 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
 

 Bear Gulch (2) – Pactola Lake 

 

TENNESSEE 
 

 Butler – Watauga Reservoir – 1948 - TVA 

 Loyston (Union Co.) TN, Norris Dam 1933-1936 (possibly others) 

 Willow Grove – Dale Hollow Reservoir 
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TEXAS 
 Addicks – Addicks Reservoir mid 1940s 

 Bluffton - Buchanan Dam 1939  

 Calliham – Choke Canyon Reservoir 1982 

 Friendship – Lake Granger 

 Guerrero Viejo (MEX) – Falcon Lake Res. on Rio Grande – 1953 

 Mission Nuesta Senora del Refugio - Falcon Lake Res.  

 Old Zapata – Falcon Lake Res.  

 Saints Roost – Greenbelt Reservoir 

 Swartwout – Livingston Reservoir 

 Under Lake Texhoma 

 Hagerman – Lake Texoma 

 

UTAH 
 

 Adventure – flooded in 1862 by flash flood 

 Connellsville – Electric Lake 

 Grafton (1st site) – Virgin River  

 Hailstone – Jordanelle Reservoir 

 Hite – Lake Powell 

 Keetley – Jordanelle Reservoir 

 Linwood – Flaming Gorge Reservoir 

 Rockport – Rockport Reservoir 1950s 

 

VERMONT 
 

 Lewiston (partially flooded by Wilder Dam.  Rest razed for I-91 construction 

 

VIRGINIA 
 

 Greenwood – Lake Moomaw 

 Underwater town – Smith Mountain Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 12 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON 
 

 Boyds – Lake Roosevelt/Grand Coulee Dam - (1933-1941) 

 Daisy – Lake Roosevelt 

 Fort Covile (Colville???) – Lake Roosevelt  

Gerome – Lake Roosevelt 

Gifford – Lake Roosevelt 

Hover – McNary Dam 

 Inchelium – Lake Roosevelt 

 Keller - – Lake Roosevelt 

 Kettle Falls – Lake Roosevelt  

Kosmos – (Underwater since 1968, to reemerge from Riffe Lake, revealing roads, 

 railroad tracks, and building foundations) 

Lincoln – Lake Roosevelt 

 Marcus – Lake Roosevelt 

 Moncton – Rattlesnake Lake (1912-1915) 

 Peach – Lake Roosevelt 

 Roosevelt – John Day Dam/Lake Umatilla (1958-1968) 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 
 

 Morrison – Summersville Dam 

 Sandy – Tygart Lake 

 Stonehouse – Tygart Lake 

 Yates – Tygart Lake 

 

CANADA – ONTARIO 
 

 Lost Villages of Ontario (St. Lawrence Seaway Construction in 1958) Aultsville 
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GHOST TOWN USA is now on Facebook! 
 

Check out our Ghost Town USA page and give us a “LIKE!”  ALSO, if you 

really enjoy ghost towns, why not join with tens of thousands of other 

ghost towners in discussing your ghost town passion, sharing adventures 

and viewing photos of ghost towns. Join Ghost Towns: Yesterday & 

Today on Facebook.   
  

Also visit: Ghost Town USA’s 

  

Home Page | Site Map | Ghost Town Listings | On The Road Again  

Photo Gallery | Treasure Legends 

CURRENT Ghost Town of the Month | PAST Ghost Towns of the Month 

Ghost Towner's Code of Ethics | Publications | Genealogy  

License Plate Collecting 

  

A few LINKS to outside webpages: 

Ghost Towns | Treasure Hunting | License Plate Collecting | Genealogy 

  
*** 

  

Contact us at: 

GhostTownUSA 

 
*** 

  

THIS PAGE 

FIRST POSTED:  March 27, 2015 

LAST UPDATED: January 01, 2017 

  

************** 
  

This website and all information posted here-in is  

copyright © 1998-2017 

by Gary B Speck Publications 

 

ALL rights reserved 
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