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Once again I have found Court cases useful in helping follow the lives of historical figures.  
  
Thomas Sims had many interactions with the Court system.  There may be more instances 
where he tried to help friends.  The cases involving Mrs Clarkson and Jas Lees were only 
found because they have been put on the Internet, they don’t seem to be indexed in the NSW 
State Records collection under Sims’ name,  
  
I also believe the court cases give an interesting window into the lives of the people, rich or 
poor, ordinary or famous.   
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Trial Thomas Sims Old Bailey 1805  
Transcript  
THOMAS SIMMS, theft : specified place, 20th February, 1805.  
Location:  Old Bailey London  
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE OLD BAILEY REF: T18050220-63  
 Trial Summary:  

 Crime(s): theft : specified place,   
 Punishment Type: transportation,  (Punishment details may be provided at the 

end of the trial.)   
 Verdict: Part Guilty: convicted of a lesser offence,   
 Crime Location: the Castle and Falcon   

 
Original Text:  
187. THOMAS SIMMS was indicted for feloniously stealing, on the 14th of 
February, fourteen yards of calico, value 2 l. and twenty-five yards of linen, value 3 l. 
the property of John and Daniel Kay , in their dwelling-house .  

(The indictment was read by Mr. Clifton, and the case stated by Mr. Gurney.)  

- DOYLE sworn. - Examined by Mr. Clifton.  

Q. You are shopman to Mr. Allenby, a linen draper in Fleet-street? - A. I am; on the 
4th of February the prisoner at the bar accompanied with another person with a light 
countenance, and about the same size, he might be taller; they inquired if we sold silk 
handkerchiefs; to which I told them, no; they then said, do you sell Irish cloth; to 
which I answered in the affirmative, they then said they would call in the evening.  

Q. Did they purchase any thing then? - A. No; about six o'clock in the evening one of 
the men who had been with me in the morning (not the prisoner) called, and looked 
out a piece of Irish cloth, and fourteen yards of calico, and desired them to be sent to 
the Castle and Falcon, Aldersgate-street; and desired me not to be more than a quarter 
of an hour, for they were going away immediately in a post-chaise; I went with the 
goods myself, with the direction he gave, which was, Mr. Morgan, Castle and Falcon, 
Aldersgate-street; when I got to the Castle and Falcon, I met the prisoner at the bar in 
the passage; he said to me, you have got the parcel for my brother, Mr. Morgan, to 
which I answered, yes; he then said you must go back and fetch the other piece of 
Irish that he looked at, (holding out his hands to take the parcel); in consequence of 
that I hesitated about the delivery of the parcel; upon that he said, O you may deliver 
it at the bar, which I did, at the same time desiring the girl to take care of it till I 
returned; I then went out but I was not satisfied with the first message I had given, I 
returned and gave her a second caution, and I said, you are not to deliver it to any 
person that was with me, or any one else except myself, it is my property; I told her to 
keep it till I returned; in consequence of that I went home for the other piece of cloth, 
and on my return I found they were gone.  

Court. Q. You left the prisoner at the Castle and Falcon, and when you returned the 
cloth was gone; and you did not see the prisoner? - A. No, and the parcel was gone; 
there were twenty-six yards of Irish cloth, at 4 s. 6 d. a yard, that makes 5 l. 17 s. and 
fourteen yards of printed calico, at 4 s. 6 d. a yard; it altogether came to 9 l.  

Mr. Knapp. Q. You left that under the care of the bar-woman? - A. Yes.  
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Q. And under her direction? - A. Yes.  

DANIEL KAY sworn. - Examined by Mr. Gurney. Q. You, sir, are one of the 
proprietors of the Castle and Falcon ; will you be so good as to give us the name of 
your partner? - A. John Kay; I have no other partner; my father resides in the house, 
he is not a partner.  

Q. On the evening of the 4th of February, did you see the prisoner at the bar? - A. On 
the evening of the 4th of February, the prisoner at the bar and another man came up 
the passage, I saw them come in as I stood in the bar, they came in arm in arm 
between seven and eight o'clock up the passage to me, I being then in the bar.  

Q. What sort of a face had the other man? - A.  A light complexion, and rather a taller 
man than the prisoner.  

Q. Did either of them speak to you? - A. The man of a light complexion spoke to me, 
and said, Mr. Kay, there will be a parcel come for my brother (pointing to the 
prisoner) which you will be good enough to take care of; I answered him, it should be 
taken care of for him; but not being certain of the name in the first instance, I 
followed them, by saying, did you say Morgan? one of them answered, which I think 
was the prisoner; he said, yes; they were going into the coffee-room to take some 
brandy and water.  

Q. Did the prisoner at the bar hear what the other person said to you? - A. Yes, he 
must, they were close together; the prisoner at the bar shook his head in this way 
(describing it), as a person does when he arrives from a long journey, to adjust his 
hair.  

Q. I believe you have paid for the parcel? - A. I have promised to pay for it.  

Mr. Knapp. Q. How long has your father been out of partnership? - A. My father has 
never been in partnership at all.  

GEORGE CASTLE sworn. - Examined by Mr. Clifton. Q. You are chamberlain at the 
Castle and Falcon? - A. Yes; I saw a man take a parcel out of the bar, but whether it 
was the prisoner or not I cannot say; it was on the same day as Mr. Kay has described; 
there was a person came to the bar, and asked for a parcel, whether he took the parcel 
up, or whether it was given to him, I do not know; it was a brown paper parcel.  

Q. Did you see two persons in the coffee-room? - A. I was not in the coffee-room at 
that time.  

Cross-examined by Mr. Knapp. Q. Who the person was that you do not know, nor 
whether it was given to him, nor whether he took it? - A. I do not.  

SARAH WILLIAMS sworn. - Examined by Mr. Gurney. Q. You are assistant and 
bar-maid to the Castle and Falcon? - A. Yes.  

Q. On the evening of the 4th of February, do you remember seeing the prisoner at the 
bar there? - A. Yes.  

Q. Were you the person with whom Mr. Doyle left the parcel? - A. Yes; I put it on the 
dresser in the bar.  
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Q. You say you saw the prisoner at the bar there - Did you see any other person with 
him? - A. No.  

Q. What did the prisoner do? - A. He came and spoke to the chamberlain for the 
parcel.  

Mr. Knapp Q. Did you hear him speak to the chamberlain? - A. I saw him come to the 
chamberlain, and he appeared as if he was speaking to him, and the chamberlain came 
and asked me for the parcel.  

Mr. Gurney. Q. Did the chamberlain come and ask you for the parcel directed 
Morgan? - A. Yes; I told him I did not know that I had it, but I would look for it.  

Q. Did you give it to the chamberlain? - A. No, I did not.  

Q. Did any body come into the bar afterwards? - A. Yes, the other man, the light 
complexioned man, came into the bar; the chamberlain lifted up a box; the gentleman 
said, no, that was not it, his was a brown paper parcel; he asked me for it; I told him I 
did not know, upon which he turned round and said, this is it (he then seeing the 
brown paper parcel); I said to the chamberlain, that parcel is not paid for; I told him 
there was no direction on it; Oh! said he, this is the parcel.  

Mr. Knapp. Q. Was the prisoner present? - A. I did not see the prisoner.  

Mr. Gurney. The act of one is the act of the other; they were both in company 
together.  

Court. They first of all were together at the linen-draper's, and the other man, in the 
evening, directs the parcel to be left for one Morgan, at the Castle and Falcon; they 
were seen together at the Castle and Falcon, by Mr. Kay; Mr. Doyle went to the 
Castle and Falcon, with the parcel; the prisoner speaks to him; it is for the Jury to say, 
whether all this satisfies their minds.  

Mr. Gurney. Q. He took up the large brown paper parcel? - A. Yes; I said, sir, there is 
no direction on it; he said, it is my parcel, and I must have it; and he took it away and 
went down the passage.  

Q. Did he go towards the coffee-room? - A. That is all I know.  

JOSEPH HUDSWORTH sworn. - Examined by Mr. Clifton. Q. You are a waiter at 
the Castle and Falcon? - A. Yes.  

Q. Do you remember, on the 4th of February, seeing the prisoner? - A. Yes, and 
another man with him, rather taller than himself, and a lighter countenance and 
complexion; the prisoner at the bar paid for the liquor that they had; they were in the 
coffee-room together, drinking brandy and water; the other man, with a light 
complexion, said, make haste, or the chaise will be gone; he had a large brown paper 
parcel under his arm; they both went out of the room together, the other man having 
the parcel under his arm.  

Q. Was there any chaise waiting for them? - A. There was not at our house.  

Mr. Knapp. (To the chamberlain.) Q. You are sure the parcel was not delivered to the 
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prisoner? - A. Yes.  

Mr. Knapp. Here is no possession at all proved to the prisoner.  

Court. There was full possession, because, in this  case, the act of one is the act of the 
other; it is all one transaction.  

GUILTY, aged 34,  

Of stealing, but not in the dwelling-house .  

Transported for seven years .  

First Middlesex Jury, before Mr. Recorder.  

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/browse.jsp?ref=t18050220-63 
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Gaudry V Jenkins a case with consequences for Thomas Sims  
  
  

This is possibly the court case which resulted in Thomas Sims having his house in 
King St sold from under him.  Refer to STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 2659, 
[5/1110], Case 114, 24 Jan 1814, Sims v Gaudry  (on page 8 of this document )
 
  
  
Transcript  
  
Gaudry Vs Jenkins  17 July 1811   Governor’s Court  
  
William Gaudry of Sydney – Plaintiff  
  vs  
William Jenkins of Sydney Defendant   
  
Writ to recover the sum of £50.0.0 due on a certain note drawn by defendant bearing 
date 2nd February payable to plaintiff on a day now past.  
  
Defendant appears by G Crossly his agent and admits the same, the writ being 
produced in Court  
Judgement for the Plaintiff  
Damages £50.0.0  Costs £2.4.4   (Fe Fa issued 17 Sept)   
  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: Governor’s Court; NRS 2659, [5/1106] Case 99, 17 July 

1811, Gaudry v Jenkin 
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Thomas Sims and the case of the stolen boots 1812  
Transcript  
  
30 May 1812  
  
Thomas Sims   a free man   charged with stealing a pair of boots the property of 
William Mansel of Sydney  
  
William Mansel sworn says:  About the middle of January last I lost out of my house 
a pair of new boots.  There were high military boots but I had them cut and altered to 
top boots.  Last Wednesday week I met George Wright with a pair of boots on which I 
took to be mine.  On examining them I found them to be those I had lost.  The boots 
produced are the boots I’d lost.  I do suspect a man of the name J Burn who lodges at 
the prisoners house he was at the time ??  ??? a ?? for me.  
  
Geo Wright sworn says:  The Boots produced were the boots Mansel say me wearing.  
I got them from the prisoner and gave him a new pair of Hessians for them.  Sims said 
he bought them from England with him.  They were public by hanging in Sims room.  
It was some time in March I got them  
  
Mr McIntosh sworn says:  The boots produced are the boots I altered for Mr Mansel 
from military boots to top boots  
  
For the prisoner a written statement is read in his defence  
  
James Pratt sworn says:  I was in Sims’ house when John Burn brought a pair of top 
boots – but whether they are the boots in question I do not know.  This was some time 
in January last.  He brought some tea.  Burn owed Sims four pounds for board and 
lodging and offered the boots for £4.  Sims woman said if I didn’t take the boots I 
shall never get the money – so she took the boots  
  
The court upon due consideration adjudging that this charge is not sufficiently proved.  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 3397, Reel 658, [SZ773] 30 May 1812 Thomas Sims 

charged with stealing a pair of boots  
 
NOTE: There is no certainty that this Thomas Sims is the carpenter.  The only 
connection is James Pratt who was a fellow convict on board the Fortune with 
Thomas Sims who later became the Builder.  
  
Thomas Sims the carpenter became a free man on 21 Feb 1812 and Thomas and 
Sarah had married in 1811.  The references to Thomas Sims –free man and living 
with a woman could have also referred to Thomas Sims the butcher.  
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Kable v Sims 1813  
 
Transcript  

  
Wednesday the 14th Day of July 1813  

The Court Met pursuant to Adjournment  
Present  

The Judge Advocate G S Hall Esquire  

Rob
t
 Jenkins Esq  

  
No 230  

Henry Kable the younger   Plaintiff  
And   
Thomas Sims, of Sydney Carpenter  Defendant  
  
Action for goods sold etc – on the usual money counts and on the account stated etc 
and also on a promissory note dated 27th July 1812 drawn by defendant payable to Wm 
Gaudry or Bearer - & - Damages £23. 18.3  
  
The defendant does not appear.  The writ is returned duly served  
  
Ext No 1 The plaintiff exhibits the note in question on which he says a balance is due 
to the amount of £9.16.3 sterling  
  
Ext No 2 The plaintiff further produces a written confession signed by the defendant – 
which is duly proved and read-  
  
The court here upon gives Judgement for the Plaintiff  
Damages £18.15.3 Costs £4.18.4  
Execution to be stayed for six weeks from the 3rd day of July next.  
  
 
 
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 2659, [5/1109], Case 230, 14 Jul 1813, Kable v Sims 
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Sims v Gaudry 1814  
Transcript     Sims v Gaudry   Monday 24th Day of January 1814  
  
The Court met pursuant to adjournment present the Judge Advocate James M???? Esq  
  
Thomas Sims of Sydney, Carpenter  ----   Plaintiff  
And  
William Gaudry of Long Cove  Farm    Defendant  
  
Action for money had and received by the defendant for the Plaintiffs use  
  The defendant appears in person and defends the action.  
  
Mr James Foster Sworn  I am subscribing ????? to the deed now produced   
for the Plaintiff says           it was executed by the defendant in my presence.   
I  also saw the defendant sign the receipt written on the same paper.  I believe the 
signature W L Gaudry signed to the other receipt is shewn me is the defendants 
handwriting.  
- the said papers are read –  
  
Edward Quin sworn for  I recollect selling a house and premises on King Street  
the Plaintiff      Sydney at the time occupied by Sims by an order of this  
Court made on the application of Mr Robert Jenkins.  The premises were sold by me 
as the Provost Marshals officer for £50.  The Plaintiff, the then occupier was the 
purchaser.  They were sold about the beginning of October last.  It was sold at a fair 
sale.  There were no bidders but Sims – people thought it was hard that Sims should 
have to buy his house the second time.  The premises were not sold under their value.  
  
Cross examined says    The premises were first up by Sims for £30 – Sims.  The  

bidding stayed there some time.  Roberts bid £35 – and 
then Sims bid £50. Nobody else bid and I knocked the house down at that price.  

  
By the allowance of the Court the order book of the Court is produced, the order for the 
sale for the premises is read.   
  
Edward Eagar sworn             I was agent for Mr Jenkins and for Major Antill at the 

time of the sale of the premises in question.   
Sims paid me £25 of the purchase money and I have his note for the remainder.  The 
order was made for the sale of the house in question and another in order to satisfy and 
discharge a sum due from the defendant to the applicant and secured by deed of 
mortgage on the premises in question, of a date long prior to the sale of the house by 
Gaudry to Sims.  
  

- On reference to the proceeding of this Court appears that the promissory note for 
£25 mentioned in the receipt attached to the deed produced, had been passed by the 
defendant to one Henry Kable and an action by him commenced and judgement 
commenced by him against the Plaintiff.  

     Vide proceeding of Court 14
th

 July 1813  
    The Plaintiff closes his case  

The defendant does not call any evidence  
Judgement for the Plaintiff  
Damages £50.0.0   Costs £7.16.10  

STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 2659, [5/1110], Case 114, 24 Jan 1814, Sims v Gaudry 
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Sims v Jane Duff 1816 
 
Transcript  
  
Governors Court  
  
Thomas Sims of Sydney in the Territory of New South Wales carpenter maketh oath 
and saith that Jane Duff is justly and truly indebted unto this Deponent in the sum of 
Twelve pounds of lawful money of Great Britain on a promissory note of hand 
payable to this Deponent or bearer on demand  
  

Sworn in the court this 6
th

 day of December 1816 before me   signed Thomas Sims  
Jno Wyle Judge  
  
Governor’s Court fourth term 1816 New South Wales to wit William Henry Moore is 
retained to prosecute by Thomas Sims as his attorney against Jane Duff of Sydney 
singlewoman  and the Territory aforesaid.  
  

Filed 17
th

 Dec 1816   
NSW (to wit) Capias for Thomas Sims  
Against Jane Duff of Sydney   

Singlewoman  Case for £20 upon pros Returnable 7
th

 January 1817 by oath for 
£12.0.0   
  
  
Fourth term in the year of Our Lord One thousand and eight hundred and sixteen  
New South Wales (to wit) Thomas Sims complains of Jane Duff of Sydney with 
Territory of New South Wales singlewoman for that whereas the said Jane Duff 
wheretofore (to wit) on the second day of October in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixteen at Sydney aforesaid in the Territory aforesaid 
made and drew a certain note in writing commonly called a promissory note   
  
On demand £18  

Presented 3
rd

 December to demand payment etc etc  
  
Settled is written on the front of this document  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 4563, [4/7861], Case 800, 17 December 1816, Sims v Duff 
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Simpson v Sims 1818  
 
Transcript  

  
Bench of Magistrates Cases  

Sims Thomas     
Saturday 28th Day of Feb 1818  
  
At the Bench of Magistrate this day  
Present  
His Honor the Judge Advocate  ??????, Simeon Lord  
  
A charge was exhibited by Judith Simpson against Thomas Sims for a forcible entry.  
  
Dismissed – the Court being of the opinion that the Magistrates have not jurisdiction 
to interfere.  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 3397, [SZ775 p.133], Reel 659, COD 236, 1818, Simpson v 
Sims  
  
  
Note a King Street house once owned by Judith Simpson was bought by Thomas 
Sims – Builder- and rebuilt at cost to the Government of £300 to enable the road to be 
widened.  Referred to in Larkens V Cavenagh case 1823.  
  
  
It is not certain that this is Thomas Sims Carpenter/Builder 
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Thomas Sims helps put up bail for a friend’s wife 1821  
 
Henry Kitchen, a carpenter who worked with Thomas Sims (and sued him for unpaid 
money) was the victim of a robbery of some clothing and bedding.  Two women were 
charged, one with the theft and the other with receiving stolen goods.  Thomas Sims, 
carpenter of King Street, stood for part of the bail for Catherine Clarkson.   

THE KING AGAINST MARY ROACH & CATHERINE CLARKSON   
Notes by Eunice Cruickshank :  
 
10th April 1821 The Crime of stealing a bundle of dirty linen from Henry Kitchen 
was committed  
11th April 1821 The Crime was reported by Kitchen & investigated by District 
Constable William Thorn & James Willborn.  
14th April 1821 The evidence of Kitchen, Thorn & Willborn was heard in the Court 
of Criminal Jurisdiction on. Margaret Roach & Catherine Clarkson were fully 
committed for Stealing & receiving goods respectively.  
9th August 1821 Sureties by Thomas Clarkson & Thomas Sims that Catherine 
Clarkson will appear in Court on  
20th August 1821 Trial and Verdict - Both guilty Sentence - Both to be transported 
for 5 years to such place.  
30th August 1821 Margaret Roach's name was on a list of prisoners transported to 
Newcastle per "Elizabeth Henrietta" (STATE RECORDS NSW Reel 6008; 4/3504 
p.285) (viewed by Patricia Hansen) 1822 General Muster of NSW - Catherine 
Clarkson was listed with her family in Sydney  
28th June 1825 Margaret Roach - Prisoner at Newcastle since 1821. Petition by her 
husband Edward Roach for mitigation of sentence (STATE RECORDS NSW Fiche 
3251; 4/1875 pp. 191-191a)  
9th Aug 1825 - 12th June 1826 Catherine was writing letters to W.C. Wentworth for 
monies owed to her.   
 
James Willborn District Constable maketh oath and saith in Consequence of 
information I received from the Prisoner's child, Margaret Roach, I went in Company 
with her to Mr Clarkson's Hunter Street. I there saw Mrs Clarkson and enquired for a 
bundle that had been left there by Mrs Roach. She then flew in a great passion & 
denied having any things - I then appealed to the little Girl and she said yes it was 
there - My mother did leave it here - and Mrs Clarkson repeatedly said, you young 
Hussy how can you say so. Mrs Clarkson was going upstairs - when Clarkson himself 
came in and asked me what was the matter. I told him I had come for a bundle that 
was left there by Mrs Roach with his wife - and told him she denied it. He said to Mrs 
Clarkson, don't deny it for it was left here - Mrs Clarkson then went upstairs. I 
followed her and her Daughter took from under the Bed Clothes - the three pairs of 
Trousers now produced - gave them to her Mother in my presence and she 
immediately handed them to me and said here is the three pairs of trousers and I have 
nothing more left. I took the trousers back to Mrs Roach's house and gave them in 
charge to Thorn who was there in attendance.     James Willborn  
 
Sworn before me  
14th day of April 1821  
(signed) D. Wentworth JP  
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Margaret Roach Fully Committed for Stealing  
Catherine Clarkson Fully Committed for Receiving Knowing them to be Stolen 
Before me D. Wentworth Esq,  
Superintendent of Police & a Magistrate of the Territory of NEW SOUTH WALES  
 
Henry Kitchen of Philip Street Sydney maketh oath and saith on Tuesday last the 
10th April 1821 about noon - I packed up a parcel of foul linen and on the following 
morn on desiring my Servant to take them to the washer woman I found they had been 
stolen. The Parcel contained five frilled shirts - four night shirts four pairs of 
stockings - four pairs of socks two table cloths one pair of drawers & five pairs of 
trousers. From various suspicious circumstances - I had reason to believe the Prisoner 
Margaret Roach Freewoman had committed the Robbery - The three pairs of 
Trousers, five socks & 3 stockings and also the pair of stockings and shirts now 
produced are my property & part of that stolen as aforesaid.      

H. Kitchens  
Sworn before me  
14 day of April 1821  
Witness/ D. Wentworth JP  
  
William Thorn District Constable maketh oath saith that on Wednesday last in 
pursuance of a Search Warrant I went in Company with James Willborn a District 
Constable to the house of the Prisoner Roach she was not at home and we then went 
in search of her and met with her in Hunter Street and on searching her person found 
in her apron the shirts & pairs of stockings now produced - I went with her to her own 
house & then made a strict search and her child said Mother, Mother - you know you 
left the things at Clarkson's. J Willborn brought back the pairs of trousers now 
produced - shortly after that Mrs Clarkson came to the house & brought me the three 
stockings & five stockings now produced which she said she had from the Prisoner 
Margaret Roach.        

Wm Thorn  
Sworn before me Same Day  
signed D. Wentworth JP    
 
Margaret Roach. Fully Committed for a Robbery in the House of Mr Kitchen in the 
Day Time. 
Thos.(sic) Clarkson  Fully Committed for receiving them knowing the same to be 
stolen. Witnesses: Mr Kitchen, Jas. Willborn , Wm. Thomas   
 
TERRITORY OF NSW COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND Thomas Clarkson of Hunter 
Street Sydney, Baker  £40         and Thomas Sims of King Street Sydney aforesaid 
Carpenter £20 
  
The above named Persons acknowledge themselves bound to Our Sovereign Lord the 
King, his Heirs and Successors, in the penal Sums expressed against each of their 
respective Names, conditional that if Catherine Clarkson the wife of the said Thomas 
Clarkson do and shall personally appear at the present Court of Criminal Jurisdiction 
holden at Sydney on Friday for the Territory of New South Wales when called on to 
answer and take her trial on a charge exhibited against her for Felony and do not nor 
shall depart the Court without leave  
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Then this obligation to be Null and Void, otherwise to remain in full Force and Virtue 
in Law Taken and acknowledged by me this } Thomas Clarkson 9 Day of August 
1821   } Thomas Sims John Wylde JA  
  
Deposition  
Sworn 24th April 1821 Fully Committed The Case & Defence Of Margaret Roch 

(sic)  
To His Honor John Wylde Esquire and the Honorable Members of the Court of 
Criminal Jurisdiction Established in this Colony:  

Case and Defence Of Margaret Roch  
Prisoner stands charged with having left a bundle of wearing apparel at Mrs 
Clarkson's in pledge - that had been stolen from a Mr Kitchen, a Resident of Sydney. 
That Prisoner utterly disavows having any knowledge of such before stated bundle. 
Prisoner most humbly hopes, Your Honor and the Honorable Members of the Court, 
will be humanely pleased to take Her Truly distressed situation, into your most 
humane Consideration.  
  
That Prisoner humbly begs leave to state that she has been a resident, for Eight years 
and has never been before any Court during such time for any Crimes or 
Misdemeanours, whatsoever. That she has suffered most severely from shortness of 
food and Ill Health, during a Confinement of Four Months not having any sustenance, 
whatever, but one lb of Bread per Diom and water, and also from an afflicted mind, 
Having Three Infant Children absolutely destitute of both food and wearing apparel, 
Her Husband being a Cripple and has been so this Three Years and is now supported 
by the Charitable society, at Sydney. That Prisoner has during the three Years, Her 
Husband has been a cripple, she has Conducted herself in an Honest and Industrious 
manner having supported her small Family by Her own hard labour. Prisoner has 
worked for the Reverend Mr Cowper, Major Antill & Mr Oxley, Surveyor General of 
this Colony, none of which Gentlemen ever had the slightest charge against Prisoner;  
  
Prisoner has not the means to employ Council and has not any person whatever to 
look into Her affairs. She is therefore most humbly Emboldened to hope your Honor 
and Honorable Members of the Court will be humbly pleased to have the Testimony 
of Mrs Clarkson or such Witness she might produce before the Court and strictly 
Examine as I trust you are well aware that persons of property in this Colony can 
bring forward Evidences that ought to be viewed with a very Jealous Eye –  
  
Prisoner being deeply impressed with the Just and merciful proceedings and 
Decisions of this most Honorable Court, throws herself upon You Honor and the 
Honorable Members for Mercy.  
   

The King Against Mary Roach & Cath Clarkson Information  
Witnesses Henry Kitchen, James Willborn, Wm. Thorn   
20th August 1821  
  
Prisoners both tried Verdict - Both guilty Sentence - Both Transported For 5 Years to 
such place.  
J. Wylde JA  
  
  

Thomas Sims  Sims helps with Bail Part 1 Page 14 
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NEW SOUTH WALES } To wit} Be it Remembered That John Wylde Esquire the 
Judge Advocate of our Sovereign Lord the King for the Territory of New South Wales 
and its Dependencies who for our said Lord the King Exhibits the Charge in this 
behalf comes into the Court of Criminal Jurisdiction convened at Sydney in the said 
Territory by Precept issued under the Hand and seal of His Excellency Governor 
Macquarie - dated the 31st Day of March in the year of our Lord One thousand eight 
hundred and twenty one and having power to enquire of and to hear and determine 
and punish all Treasons Murder Felonies Trespasses and other Crimes whatsoever 
committed within the said Territory or its Dependencies and for our said Lord the 
King charges and gives the said Court to be informed That Margaret Roach late of 
Sydney in the Territory of New South Wales Singlewoman on the Tenth day of April 
in the Year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred and twenty one with force and 
arms at Sydney aforesaid in the Territory aforesaid Nine shirts of the value of twenty 
shillings, four pairs of stockings of the value of five shillings, four pairs of socks of 
the value of two shillings, Two Table Cloths of the value of Five shillings, one pair of 
Drawers of the value of One shilling and five pairs of Trousers of the value of Ten 
Shillings of the Goods and Chattels of Henry Kitchen then and there being found then 
and there feloniously did steal take and carry away against the peace of our said Lord 
the King his Crown and Dignity AND the said Judge Advocate further gives the said 
Court to be informed That Catherine Clarkson late of Sydney aforesaid the wife of 
Thomas Clarkson afterwards to wit and the said Tenth day of April in the year 
aforesaid with force and arms at Sydney aforesaid in the territory aforesaid three pairs 
of Trousers, five socks, five stockings, one shirt being part and parcel of the said 
Goods and Chattels so as aforesaid feloniously stolen taken and carried away 
feloniously did receive and have she the said Catherine Clarkson then and there well 
knowing the said last mentioned Goods and Chattels to have been feloniously stolen 
taken and carried away against the form of the statute in that case made and provided 
and against the peace of our said Lord the King his Crown and Dignity  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 2703,Reel No 1975 [SZ793 pp 797 – 807]  Court of Criminal 
Jurisdiction, Information, depositions and related papers Jul – Aug 1821 
  
http://home.pacific.net.au/~merowley/clarkson/trial.html 
  
Both Roach and Clarkson were found guilty and both were sentenced to be 
transported for 5 years.

http://home.pacific.net.au/%7Emerowley/clarkson/trial.html
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Query re Thomas Sims Certificate of Freedom  
 
Transcript  

  
  

Colonial Secretaries Office  
24th November 1821  

  
Sir  
  
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 20th  Instant.  I reply I have the 
honor to inform you that Thomas Sims arrived by the Fortune (1) was tried at London 
9 January 1805, and sentenced to transportation for Seven Years, he is consequently 
free by Servitude and has obtained a Certificate to that Effect, but if he is now without 
one, he had better be passed to this Office to receive a Duplicate.  
  

I have the honor to be  
Sir  

Your Obedt hble Servt 
(Signed) F Goulburn  

Col Secty 
                        
H  E Douglass Esq MD  
J.P.  
Parramatta  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 937, Reel 6008 [4/3504A p 109]  
  
  
Thomas Sims Oath re loss of Certificate 1823  
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Tindale v Sims 1821  
 
Transcript  
  
Daniel Tindale v Thomas Sims of Sydney Carpenter   
  
For £10 for work and labour done and performed by the Plaintiff for the Defendant at 
his special insistence and request.  And also for foods sold and delivered by the said 
plaintiff to the said defendant for the balance of an account stated and settled  
  
Tindale v Simms  
Recommend of Mr J Moore the sum of two pounds twelve shillings being the amount 
of cash as fixed in the above case the same being paid by the defendant this 29 Nov 
1821  
£2.12.0  Witness James Moront?  Signed Dan Tindale  
  
In the Governor’s Court  New South Wales  
  
Daniel Tindale Vs Thomas Sims  
  

The above complainant having been referred to me by this Honorable court on the 2
nd

 
November past I do find and award that the Defendant is indebted to the Plaintiff in 
the sum of Five pounds five shillings with costs of suit.  
Given under my hand this twenty second day of November 1821   
Edw Wollstencraft  
Member of the Gov Court  
  

Matters sent to Edw 
Wollstoncraft Esq 

Costs £2.4.6  
  
For work at Chapel, Wages and Hen Coop  
Labour of Tindale & Joseph  £6.2.6  
   Paid    £3.15.6  
   Due £2.7.0  
  
Final Judgement 5 Guineas & Costs  
  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: Governor’s Court; NRS 4563, [4/7863] Case 365, 22 Nov 1821, 

Tindale v Sims   
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Kitchen v Sims 1822  
 
Transcript  
  
Governor’s Court   29th January 1822  
Henry Kitchen of Sydney Plaintiff  
Thomas Sims of Sydney Carpenter Defendant   
  
For Fifty pounds for the work & labour care and diligence and attendance of the 
Plaintiff by him done and performed for the Defendant as a surveyor in and about the 
surveying and valuing of certain works done and performed by the said Defendant at 
the special insistence and request of the Defendant. And also for work and labour care 
diligence and attendance done and performed by the Plaintiff for the defendant at his 
like request.  
  
In the Governor’s Court New South Wales (to wit) Henry Kitchen complains is cause 
of said against Thomas Sims of Sydney Carpenter  
  
Sum for £50 for the work and labour care diligence and attendance of the plaintiff by 
him done and performed for the Defendant as a Surveyor in and about the surveying 
and valuing of certain works done and performed by the said Defendant at the special 
insistence and request of the Defendant and also for work and labour and diligence 
and attendance done and performed by the Petitioner for the Defendant at his like 
request.  
  
Rowe 28 Jan 1822  
  
Thomas Sims   
D to Henry Kitchen  
To Commission 5% on £396.13.10 for measuring and valuing carpenters and joiners 
work at Macquarie St Chapel    £19.16.0  
To Ditto ditto on £142 at Mr La?    £7. 0. 0  
?        £26.16.0  
  
Settled 1st  February 1822  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: Governor’s Court NRS 4563, [4/7864], Case 406, 29 January 1822,   

Kitchen v Sims  
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Thomas Sims mention in Larkens v Cavenagh 1823  
 
Transcript  
  
The second case, is Mr Thomas Sims Builder, possessed a House and premises, 
formerly the property of Judith Simpson, in King Street Sydney, as the said House 
projected very inconveniently in the said Street, application was repeatedly made to 
him, on the part of the Crown by Major Druitt, and the then Deputy Surveyor General 
Meehan, for its purchase with a view of widening and improving the said Street.  Mr 
Sims for a considerable length of time declined coming into the measures of 
Government on account of the inadequate offer tendered by them; at last a 
compromise ensured through Major Druitt, which terminated in a promise that a 
House should be built at the Expense of Government, which was accordingly done to 
the estimated value of £300 pounds, altho’ the treaty was carried into effect, for a 
Public good, and had no more right of possession that the former case.  Independent 
of the former tow Statements, I am to urge, that Judgements have been issued upon 
Land, (Circumstanced similarly with the case under discussion,) that have passed the 
legal decision of the Governors and this Honorable Court ……  
  
  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 897, Reel 6056, [4/1765 p 143a & 144], Compensation cited 

in Larkens v Cavenagh, 31 May 1823 
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Thomas Sims Replacement Certificate request 1823  
Request for the replacement of Certificate of Freedom for Thomas Sims  

  
Thomas Simms of King Street Sydney carpenter maketh oath and saith that he has lost 
the Certificate of his Freedom granted to him by His Excellency Governor Macquarie 
in the year 1812 by which means Deponent is unable to produce the same.  
  
 At my office  

Before me this 11
th

 day of September 1823   Thomas Sims  

Sup
t
 of Police  

  
Were building a house for Mr Brook’s your Jacket with a pocket and the Certificate 
were carried off.  This happened 3 years ago.    
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 898, Reel 6026, [4/1713, pp. 141-142], Request for 

replacement of Certificate of Emancipation, 1823  
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Thomas Sims gives a character reference 1828  
Thomas Sims gives a character reference for a Carpenter of his acquaintance who is 
eventually convicted of receiving stolen goods from a bank robbery.  

R. v. Lees   

Supreme Court of New South Wales   

Dowling J., 24 November 1828   

Source: Australian, 25 November 1828  

Jas. Lees was arraigned and indicted for receiving, on the 15th Sept. last, one 50l. 
note, six 20l., four 10l. , four 5l. and six 1l., all notes on the Bank of Australia, due 
and unsatisfied, laid as the property of Thomas McVitie, Esq. Managing Director of 
the said Bank, and others, his partners, knowing the same to have been feloniously 
stolen by some person or persons unknown. the information contained three counts, 
varying only in some trifling technicalities.  

Doctor Wardell, Mr. Rowe, and Mr. W. E. Moore, conducted the case for the 
prosecution; - Mr. Sydney Stephen, with Mr. Williams, appeared on behalf of the 
prisoner.  

Mr. Francis Stephen - Is Clerk in the Supreme Court Office.  Knows by a memorial 
registered in that office, that Mr. Thomas McVitie is Managing Director of the Bank 
of Australia.  The memorial contains also the names of every Director.  

Mr. McVitie - Is Managing Director of the Bank of Australia.  Was examined as to 
the names of the Directors of the Bank of Australia, and to a robbery having been 
committed between the evening of the 13th, and the morning of the 15th of September 
last.  The thieves effected their entrance by a drain.  There were notes of several 
denominations stolen.  

James Gough examined.  I am a builder.  I live in Sydney.  From the 25th to the 29th 
of September last, I was in the Sydney gaol for debt.  I know the prisoner.  While in 
the gaol, prisoner, whom I had known before, came to me.  Addressing me, he said, I 
have something of importance to communicate to you.  I made answer, well Jem, 
what is it.  He told me, he had a number of stolen notes of the Bank of Australia, and 
could I do any thing with them?  I said I could not do any thing with them; but in the 
course of a continued observation, I told him if he liked to bring them to me, I would 
take care of the notes, and either have them back, or, have his share of whatever use I 
could put them too.  I then questioned him respecting the persons concerned in the 
robbery.  He said the only one who had done any good, was Jack the Shingler, or John 
Crayton.  He said another person, of the name of Burn, had been in the robbery, but 
had got himself into the watch-house that evening to avoid detection on suspicion of 
being concerned in the robbery.  He then desired me to send my boy to his mother's 
house, and she would send me some of the notes.  He appointed 12 o'clock in the day 
time that he would send a message. This conversation took place in the forenoon of 
the same day, just after breakfast.  I did send my boy to the house named.  He returned 
with a parcel of Bank of Australia notes, to the amount of 96l.  I counted the notes in 
the presence of a fellow prisoner for debt, named Cheethman.  The following day I 
had another conversation with the prisoner.  I told him that the notes did not amount 
to so much as he had sent word; for he had sent to say there were upwards of a 
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hundred, whereas there were only 96l. I went and got the notes and counted them in 
his presence. These notes he left with me. I gave him then two 1l. notes of the New 
South Wales Bank; I gave these notes as he stated he wanted some money; I promised 
to give him 5l. in the whole; he then went away, saying he would return next day, and 
bring some more notes; prisoner at the same time took away a carpenter's plough, 
which he said would serve as an excuse for his repeated coming there; he also 
mentioned that caution was necessary, as he had been previously stopped, and 
searched by the constables about the robbery; understood this robbery to allude to the 
Bank of Australia, which was then generally talked of, and was publicly advertised in 
the newspapers.  In pursuance of this appointment for the following day, he brought 
110l. in the Bank of Australia notes, of different denominations; there was no 
conversation held as to how the notes had been obtained; he left these notes with me; 
he stated that some Bank notes, which had been found by Israel Chapman, were some 
notes he intended to have brought to me; at that period no further conversation took 
place; he did not return to me so soon as I expected, and I sent to him to come; when 
he came, he asked me to let him have 20l. of the notes back; I consulted a person 
named Cheetham on the propriety of returning these notes; prisoner said, the whole of 
the notes were planted under a savage dog, and that he could not get at them in the 
day time; I hereupon let him have the l.20 in notes ; they were Bank of Australia 
notes; the same he had brought me; they were of the old plate.  The next day I saw the 
prisoner again; he then brought me 50l. in notes on the Bank of Australia; I then 
borrowed two 10l. notes on the Bank of New South Wales, and told him if he would 
bring the whole quantity of notes, he should have these two 10l. notes; he made no 
immediate answer; I asked him what was the amount of notes he had; he said about 
2000l.; at one of the interviews he said something about some dollars; he said they 
were somewhere in the water at Cockle Bay, breast high, and here the conversation 
ended.  I was liberated from gaol in the beginning of October, after which the prisoner 
called on me at my lodgings.  

The notes were here produced.  

I swear these are the identical notes the prisoner gave me: I know them by the 
numbers as also by some private marks I have on them.  Prisoner recognised the 96l. 
in notes which my son brought to me, as being the stolen notes.  In total prisoner 
brought me 258l. but I returned 20l. of this money back.  

Cross-examined by Mr. Sydney Stephen - The prisoner is a carpenter by trade.  After 
living with me about 18 months he ran away from my service.  I understood that on 
all the notes I could recover I was to get 5 per cent, premium.  I was released from 
gaol upon giving this information.  My debts were to the amount of 70l.  I do not 
know who satisfied these debts for me, but I believe Captain Bunn did.  Captain Bunn 
is said to be a Director of the Bank of Australia.  After I got out of gaol Captain Bunn 
gave me some money.  I took the numbers of the notes at the time of receiving them.  

Re-examined.  I considered that Capt. Bunn's object in releasing me from gaol was in 
order to facilitate further discovery relative to the Bank robbery, and not to bring 
about a conviction against the prisoner.  Prisoner had been suspected about the notes, 
and it was owing to his frequent visits to me in the gaol that gave rise to a suspicion 
that I knew something about the business; Captain Bunn visited me in gaol, and I 
described to him all I knew; prisoner told me he had found the notes, but knew them 
to be part of the notes that had been stolen.  
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Mr. Peter Gardiner - Between the 13th and 15th September last, the Bank of Australia 
was robbed of a quantity of notes and silver; I should know some of the notes again if 
I were to see them, I should know them from several marks on them. - At the time of 
the robbery taking place, the notes were deposited in the strong room of the Bank. 
[The notes already in evidence were here put into the witness's hands.]  There is a 20l. 
a 10l. and a 1l. which I know to have been stolen from the Bank between the 13th and 
15th Sept. last; I can swear positively to these notes being lodged in the strong room; 
the 20l. note is 20044, the 10l. is 17128, and the 1l. is 13110; they are Bank of 
Australia notes.  

Cross-examined. - I have been pay-teller in the Bank for the last six months, and have 
had charge of the old notes; such notes as passed through my hands in a disfigured 
state, I made it a practice to put such notes by, in order to be destroyed by the 
Directors.  The 20l. note, I know to be one of the stolen notes, from one part of it 
being torn in one particular part; I made no memorandum of this circumstance in the 
books; I cannot say whether or no the 20l note was in the Bank on the 7th of last 
September; the 10l. note I also know from a tear through the numbers; I have not been 
in the habit of putting by every note that happened to be torn; it was only notes that 
were defaced by wear; I am aware that there is an action pending in the Supreme 
Court, against the Bank, to recover the value of some notes which the Bank have 
refused the payment of; the 1l. note I am equally positive of; I recollect one of the 
figures in the number of this note being erased; it was about the 20th of August, I 
made up about 5000l. of notes to be destroyed by the Directors; the three notes in 
question were not included in this quantity; the three notes have come into the house 
since that date.  There were notes of the Bank of Australia in circulation some time 
after the robbery took place.  

William Smith examined - I am a Sydney constable.  I remember seeing the prisoner 
at the Police Office, when he was under examination there.  Between two and three 
months ago, after I had heard of the robbery of the Bank, I found some Bank notes 
under the rafter of a privy near a skilling, on the premises of Mr. Andrew Coss, in the 
morning about nine o'clock.  My attention was called to the circumstance by seeing 
some mortar lying loose and then I went to the end of the bed room close to the privy, 
and there I found a roll of paper under the rafter, one end out.  The landlord of the 
house laid hold of it, and I looked and found it to be a parcel of notes on the Bank of 
Australia.  I took the notes to the chief constable.  I did not count the notes, but I 
understood there were about 140l. worth.  I did not know the prisoner at this time.  It 
was two or three weeks after the robbery of the Bank.  

James Gough, junior, having deposed to a similar effect, the case for the prosecution 
closed.  

Witnesses were called on the prisoner's behalf.  

Mr. McVitie deposed to the intrinsic value of the paper, and expence [sic] of printing 
off notes, being about from 3d. to 4d. each.  

James Martin deposed.  That he heard Gough offering 50l. if he (witness) would 
prosecute the prisoner, as he was an enemy to both of them.  

Arthur Martin, father of last witness, corroborated this evidence.  
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Thomas Sims spoke as to the prisoner's good character.  

The defence being here concluded,  

Mr. Justice Dowling proceeded to sum up the evidence to the Jury, who, after a few 
minutes consideration, brought in a verdict of Guilty, upon which the prisoner was 
remanded.ii   

http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/Cases1827-28/html/r_v_lees__1828.htm 
  

Notes  

i

  This trial was reported by the Sydney Gazette on 26 November 1828.  See also R. v. 
Kelly (No. 2) , December 1828.  
ii He was transported for seven years: R. v.Payne , 1829.  See also Sydney Gazette, 8 
January 1829.  

  

http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/Cases1827-28/html/r_v_lees__1828.htm
http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/Cases1827-28/html/r_v_kelly__no_2___1828.htm
http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/Cases1827-28/html/r_v_kelly__no_2___1828.htm
http://www.law.mq.edu.au/scnsw/Cases1829-30/html/r_v_payne__1829.htm
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Sims plea for Clemancy       
 

21 Oct 1840 
 
To His Excellency Sir George Gipps Knight Captain General and Governor in chief of 
Her Majesty’s colony of New South Wales and its dependencies 
Etc Etc Etc 
 
Commutation of E Lewis Sentence 

 
The Humble Petition of Thomas Sims  

Thos Sims of King Street Sydney Builder 
 
Most dutifully Sheweth 

That your Petitioner has been a resident in New South Wales 
upwards of thirty years, has conducted his Trade and occupation 
as a Builder with credit. 
 
That one Elizabeth Lewis of the age of 17 years a niece of your 
Petitioner was at the late Quarter Sessions held in Sydney 
convicted of a Larceny and sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, a portion of which term she was to be kept in 
solitary confinement. 
 
Your Petitioner deeply feels the disgrace his niece has bought on 
himself wife and neighbours, but he trusts to the mercy of your 
Excellency. 
 

In commuting a part of the Sentence 
against the said Elizabeth Lewis – that of 
her solitary confinement 
 

And Your Petitioner will ever 
Pray Etc 

Thomas Sims 
  King Street 
11th Sept 1840 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice on the reverse 
of letter 

I regret that 
I see nothing 
herein to call for 
my interference 

GG Oct 20 
Mr Thos Sims 
Octr 26 1848 

 
 
 
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 905, [4/2497.1, Letter No. 40/10551], Colonial 

Secretary, Main series of letters received 
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Sims request for housemaid     
 
The following document is not really to do with the Courts or with the Law but it was 
an appeal made to the Governor of the colony for Thomas Sims to be able to take a 
girl from the Orphan school to be appointed as a housemaid.  Thomas no long refers 
to himself as a Builder so this could indicate that he had retired by this time.  I don’t 
know how impressed Gov Gipps would have been with this connection to Sir Maurice 
O’Connell, as O’Connell’s wife (the daughter of a previous Governor, the infamous 
Bligh) had been causing him many problems with making land claims over much of 
the developed land in Parramatta. She swapped this claim for a claim over 
Camperdown which netted her around £25,000 when it was sold shortly afterwards. 
Refer to http://www.adb.online.anu.edu.au/biogs/A020260b.htm for O’Connell’s 
story. 
 
 
 

1 June 1841 
 
To his Excellency Sir 
George Gipps 
 
T Sims For an orphan Apprentice 
 
    Sydney May 31st 1841 
 
Sir 
 
Permit me to take the liberty of applying to you for an orphan School Girl whom I 
require to act as housemaid.  I am a married man and reside in King Street and 
particularly well known to His Excellency Sir Maurice O’Connell.  I can assure your 
Excellency that my greatest attention shall be given to the Girl and every comfort 
afforded her if your Excellency shall deem fit to grant the above request 
 
I have the honor to be 
Sir 
Your most obedt Servant 

Notice on the reverse of the 
letter 

Let him be 
Informed how 
applications SL 
Be made 
GG May 31 
 
Mr Sims  
9th June 1841 

Thomas Sims 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS905, [4/2535.1 Letter No. 41/5349] Colonial 
Secretary main series of letters received. 
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Thomas Sims Will and Probate  
 
Transcript  
  
Thomas Sims last will and testament   Dated 28th April 1842  
  
In the Name of God Amen.  I Thomas Sim of the town of Sydney in the colony of 
New South Wales, builder being of sound mind memory and understanding but 
uncertain of the tenure of human existence do hereby make this my last will and 
testament in manner and form following that is to say First I direct that all my just 
debts funeral and testamentary expenses be fully paid and satisfied by my Executrix 
here in after named as soon and convenient may be after my decease and after 
payment thereof I give devise and bequeath unto my dear wife Mary Sim all my 
household premises being number 2 King Street Sydney where in I now reside and 
wherein I have resided for many years last past which said house and premises font 
King Street afore said is bounded toward the East by premises of Walter Hall and of 
those of the late Samuel Terry and on the west with several out buildings to hold the 
said house and premises unto my dear wife Mary Sim her heirs and assigns absolutely 
and for ever without the control or direction of any other person or persons 
whomsoever subject to the payment of my said just debts funeral and testamentary 
expenses as aforesaid and to the proviso that my wife the said Mary Sim shall not 
after my decease intermarry with any person whomsoever and as to all my personal 
property consisting of all my household furniture, Plate, Linen, China and all and 
every my goods chattels and effects of what nature or kind soever that I may die 
possessed and I give and bequeath unto my dear wife Mary Sim to dispose of or retain 
in her possession as may seem to her most advantageous for her own benefit and 
advantage – without the like control or direction as aforesaid of any person or persons 
whomsoever and I hereby nominate constitute and appoint my said dear wife Mary 
Sim sole Executrix of this my last will and Testament hereby revoking all former and 
other wills by me heretofore made and do solemnly declare this only to be my last 
will and testament.  In Witness whereof  I the said Thomas Sim have hereunto set my 
hand and seal this Twenty Eighth day of April in the year of our Lord one Thousand 
Eight hundred and forty two.  
  

Thomas Sims  
  

Signed sealed and published and declared by the above named testator as and for his 
last will and testament who in his presence and at his request and in the presence of 
each other have subscribed out names as witnesses here to  
Christopher Crane  
Chas Wright  
S Davenport  
  
   
Probate was granted  
Mary sworn the estate was worth  less than £50       

4th Oct 1853       
At this time Mary’s address was King St             
    
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 13660, Probate Packet Series 1 number 2728, Thomas Sim 

(or Sims) Sydney     DOD 27.8.1853 
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I have found that documents relating to land are extremely important as a source of 
information for the Family History researcher.  The old title documents were mostly hand 
written on extremely large pieces of paper or vellum and were sometimes difficult to read.  
They are written to an old formula rather than in today’s “Plain English” format and for this 
reason they can be difficult to understand.   

I have retained the original spelling and I apologise for any mistakes in transcription. 
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Permission to cut trees in the Illawarra 1821  
Transcript  
  
  
To all whom it may concern  
  
Mr Thomas Sims of Sydney has hereby permission and authority to procure about six 
thousand (6000) ft of cedar in the District of Illawarra and to employ thereon the 
undermentioned persons  
  
John Edwards   Free    Sawyers  
Marcus Timmins   Do  
  
Thomas Parsons   Free   Carrier  
  
Pursuant to Govt Genl Orders of 31st  March 1821  
  
Colonial Secretarys Office   Signed F Goulburn  
30th  Janry 1822       Col Secy 
  
  
  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 937, Reel 6008; [4/3504A, p 371], Sims permission to cut trees in 

Illawarra, 30 Jan 1822  
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Thomas Sims Memorial for Land Grant 1824  
Transcript        
  
To his Excellency Sir Thomas Brisbane  
Etc  
   
The respectful Memorial of Thomas Sims  
  
Most humbly representeth  
  
That Your Excellency’s Memorialist is a free Colonist and has been Seventeen Years 
in the Colony.  
That Your Memorialist has never before troubled or applied to Government for any 
indulgence whatsoever.  
  
That having been recently united to a Colonial born female Your Excellency’s 
Memorialist is desirous of becoming a Landholder for the future inheritance and 
benefit of his Family, should Your Excellency be graciously pleased to meet his N?? 
by condescending to extend to him such portion of - Unalocated farming Land as his 
humble Solicitation corresponding with the subjoined recommendation to Your 
Excellency may induce you to deam him worthy  
  
And for such Your Excellency’s goodness  
Your humble Memorialist as in duty bound will comply  
Etc Etc Etc  
  
(On Reverse Side of paper)  
  

28
th

 June 1824  
To His Excellency  
Sir Thomas Brisbane  
K C B   
  
The  
Respectful Memorial  
Of   
Thomas Sims  
  
100 acres  
   

28
th

 June 1824  
  

Mem
l
 of Tho

s
 Sims  

  

Answered 6
th

 July 1824  
(“vide” letter Book)  
  
  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 899, Fiche 3110; [4/1839B No 898, pp 727-30], Thomas Sims 

Memorial, 1824 
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Mortgage of No 2 King Street 1831  
Mortgage of No 2 King Street 1831     Transcript  
 
 
No 439  (Four hundred and thirty nine) Book D, Memorial  
  
Date of Instrument: First day of June In the Year of Our Lord One Thousand, Eight 
Hundred, and thirty one  
  
Nature of Instrument: Indenture of Demise by way of Mortgage  
  
Names of the Parties: Thomas Sims of Sydney in the Colony of New South Wales 
Carpenter to Sir John Jamison Knight of Regentville in the said Colony  
  
Name of the Witnesses: James Foster  W.J. Dowling  
  
Description of the Lands or Property conveyed:  All that Cottage or Dwelling House 
with the Outbuilding yard garden and appurtenances thereto belonging situate lying 
and being in King Street in the Town of Sydney aforesaid bounded on the North by 
the said Street on the West by the premises of Alexr. Thompson on the East by the 
premises of Walter Hall and on the South by the premises of Mr George Sipple  And 
which said Cottage and premises are in the tenure or occupation of the said Thomas 
Sims his tenants or assign and were granted or allotted by the Crown during the 
administration of Lachlan Macquarie Esquire late Governor of the said Colony Crown 
by the said Thomas Sims Together with all other buildings &c  
  
Consideration and how paid: One hundred and four pounds of lawful money of Great 
Britain  
  
Any other Particulars that the Case may require:  To hold the same unto the said Sir 
John Jamison for the term of one thousand years subject to redemption on payment of 
the sum of One hundred and four Pounds of lawful money of Great Britain together 
with Interest for the same at the rate of Ten pounds for one hundred pounds for a year 
on the   day of 1832  
  
     Thomas Sims  
  
In the Supreme Court of New South Wales, Roger Murphy of Sydney in the Colony 
of New South Wales, maketh Oath, and saith, that the above Memorial contains a just 
and true Account of the several particulars therein set forth  
  

Sworn in Open Court this 24
th

 Day of  
June A.D. 1831   R Murphy  
By the Court  
No 439, Sims to Jamison Kt Memorial; Received this 24 June 1831 at 12 O’clock 
noon from R. Murphy  
      Charles. J Windeyer  
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Memorial, Book D  No 

439, 1831  
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Lease of No 2 Kings Street 1835  
Lease of No 2 Kings Street to Peter William Plomer 1835  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Lease, Book H, No 670  
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Evidence of a Pitt Town Land Grant  1841  
This land was first granted to Thomas Sims but was then released and granted to John 
Grono who was farming adjacent land  
  
Transcript  
  

Grono Park Jun 11
th

 1841  
  

Land Granted to Thomas Sims  
  
Sir   

In reply to your letter of the 24
th

 Dec 1840 No 40/130? Respecting the land grant to 
Mr Thomas Sims, I have to submit to your notice a general description of the same, 
namely 100 acres of land in the County of Cumberland and District of Nelson, 
bordered on the East by Cattai Creek, on the South by a line 55 chains, on the west by 
a line 22 chains, joining the Pitt Town Common, and on the North by a line 50 chains 
running from the common to the Creek.  This also was measured by W Whity of the 
Surveyor General Department in June 1827  
  
E Dias Thompson Esq      I have the honor to be  
Colonial Secretary        Yr most obedient servant   

John Grant  
  
  
  
  

Deeds executed August 29/41  
In favour of John Grono  
Despatched September 13/41  
  
  
  
  
  
Reverse of page  
  
M A   

28 Jan
y
 

Although there is some variance in this from the advertised description yet 
it appears evidently the same land, and I conclude the deeds may be ????? 
for John Grono 
  
Yes  

  
STATE RECORDS NSW: NRS 907, Reel 1134, [2/7871], Grono, John, 1829-1841 
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Land Grant of No 2 King Street to Thomas Sims 1839  
Land Grant of No 2 King Street to Thomas Sims        Partial Transcript  
  
Town Grant 3 No 47      
  
Grantee Thomas Sims  

23
rd

 September 1839  
Sydney  
  
  
…..  
Do hereby grant unto Thomas Sims of Sydney his heirs and Assigns, subject to the 
Conditions, Reservations, provisos hereinafter mentioned, ALL THAT Allotment of 
Parcel of Land, in Our said Territory, containing by admeasurement Sever Perches 
situate in the Town of Sydney Parish of Saint James, County of Cumberland Allotment 
No Twenty six of Section No Thirty five and bounded on the North by King Street, 
East bearing West thirty minutes North sixty seven links, on the West by Allotments 
numbers Twenty seven and one bearing South one degree East thirty five links then 
West four degrees South five links, then South one degree East thirty two links; on the 
South by allotment number Twenty four bearing East five degrees North seventy two 
and a half links; and on the East by allotment number Twenty five bearing North three 
degrees forty five minutes West sixty links; Being the allotment advertised in the name 
of the said Thomas Sims with Government Notice dated 13th 
 April 1839  
  
With all the Rights and Appurtenances whatsoever thereto belonging; To Hold unto the 
said Thomas Sims his Heirs and Assigns for ever, Yielding and Paying therefore 
Yearly unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors, the Quit-Rent or Sum of Seven Shillings 
Sterling, from the First Day of July, One thousand eight hundred and Twenty nine until 
the Thirtieth Day of June, One thousand eight hundred and thirty five, both inclusive, 
and thenceforth the sum of Three Shillings and six pence Sterling, yearly for ever: ….  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Grant, Town Grant 3, No 47 
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Lease of 2 King St 1842  
Lease of 2 King Street to O’Reilly 1842   
  

 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Lease, Book 1, No 774, 

Sims to O’Reilly, 1842  
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Sale of Christopher Frederick’s land to Mary Sims  1851  
Sale of Christopher Frederick’s land to Mary Sims  1851  
  
Transcript   
  
No 377 Book 20 Conveyance   
 
This Indenture made the thirteenth day of march in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty one between Christopher Frederick of Sydney in the Colony 
of New south Wales Tailor of the first part Thomas Sims of Sydney aforesaid 
landholder and Mary his wife of the second part and Augustus Hayward of Sydney 
aforesaid Gentleman of the third part.  Whereas by Deed Poll or Grant bearing date 
the fourth day of June in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and four 
under the hand of Philip Gidley King Esquire then Governor of the said Colony and 
under the Official Seal those of the said Philip Gidley King did grant unto the said 
Christopher Frederick his heirs and assigns subject to the conditions  provisions and 
declarations therein mentioned one hundred acres of land whose where of the land and 
hereditance to herein after described form part and parcel and whereas the said 
Christopher Fredericks is justly and truly indebted and owing to that said Thomas 
Sims and Mary his Wife in the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds for meat drink 
washing lodging and other necessaries found and provided by the said Thomas Sims 
and Mary his wife for the said Christopher Frederick which he the said Christopher 
Frederick being at present unable to pay he hath agreed to execute by way of sale such 
conveyance of the said land and hereditaments as is herein after expressed ?  Now this 
indenture witnesseth that in pursuance of the said agreement and for and in 
consideration of the said sum of one hundred and fifty pounds of lawful British 
money now justly due and owing by the said Christopher Frederick to the said 
Thomas Sims and Mary his wife as aforesaid (and which he the said Christopher 
Frederick doth hereby expressly acknowledge) He the said Christopher Frederick by 
and with the special advice and consent of the said Thomas Sims and Mary his wife 
but for her sole benefit (testified by the said Thomas Sims executing these presents) 
doth hereby grant bargain sell a lien release and confirm unto the said Augustus 
Haywood and his heirs all that piece of parcel of land situate lying and being in the 
District of Evan county of Cumberland and colony of new south Wales containing by 
estimation sixty acres more or less as the same now is in the occupation of David 
Parker as Tenant there of to the said Christopher Frederick and which is part and 
parcel of one hundred acres of Land which were granted to the said Christopher 
Frederick by the said Deed poll or Grant hereinbefore in part reacted and which mm 
hundred acres are bounded on the south by Lees land on the East by a small Creek on 
the north by a West line to South's corner and on the West by Smith's Land and the 
River Nepean together with all the rights members and appurtenances to the said piece 
or parcel of land hereditaments and premises belonging or in anywise appertaining 
and the reversions and remainders yearly and other rents issues and profits thereof and 
all the estate right title use trust property possession possibility claim and demand 
whatsoever both at law and in equity of the said Christopher Frederick in to out of or 
respecting the said hereditaments and premises or any part thereof.  To have and to 
Hold the said land hereditaments and all and singular other the premises hereinbefore 
released with the appurtenances unto the said Augustus Haywood and his heirs.  To 
such uses of the said Augustus Haywood his executors administrators and assigns 
during the life of and in trust for the said Mary Sims for her separate use benefit and 
disposal.  With remainder to the use of the said Mary Sims her heirs and assigns for 
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ever and the said Christopher Frederick for himself his heirs executors and 
administrators doth hereby covenant promise and agree with and to the said Augustus 
Haywood and his heirs that for and notwithstanding any act deed matter or thing 
whatsoever by him the said Christopher Frederick made alone or committed or 
knowingly or willingly permitted or suffered to the contrary the said Christopher 
Frederick at the time of the sealing and delivery of these presents is lawfully and 
absolutely  seised of and in the said land and hereditance to hereby released and away 
part thereof and that for and notwithstanding any such deed matter or thing as 
aforesaid the said Christopher Frederick now hath in himself good right and absolute 
authority to release and assure the said hereditaments and premises with the 
appurtenances there to belonging.  To the uses and in manner aforesaid free from 
encumbrances and that the same hereditaments and premises shall henceforth be held 
and enjoyed accordingly and that be the said Christopher Frederick and his heirs and 
all persons lawfully or equitably claiming through under or in trust for him any estate 
or interest ion the said hereditaments shall and will at the request of the said Augustus 
Haywood or his heirs but at the expense of the person or persons who shall be for the 
time being beneficially interested in the said hereditaments make execute and perfect 
of cause to be made executed and perfected all further assurances that may be 
necessary for the more effectually or satisfactorily conveying and assuring the said 
hereditaments hereby granted and released with the appurtenances unto the said 
Augustus Haywood and his heirs as by the said Augustus Haywood or his heirs or his 
or their Counsel in the Law shall be reasonably devised and required and tendered to 
be executed.  In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set 
their hands and seals the day and year first before written  
  
Signed sealed and delivered by the said 
Christopher Frederick Thomas Sims and Mary 
Sims in presence of me William Roberts of 
Sydney aforesaid an attorney of the Supreme 
Court of New south Wales and I do hereby 
certify that previous to this attestation the 
contents of the within Deed were fully explained 
by me to the said Christopher Frederick Thomas 
Sims and Mary Sims and that to the last of my 
belief they understood the same and I do further 
certify that I am not the party whomsoever  
prepared the said Deed  

 
Christophr Fredrick (L. S.)  
Thos Sims (L.S)  
 
The Mark & Seal  
X  
 
Of Mary Sims (L.S.)  

  
Signed Wm Roberts  Sol  
  

 
£150.0.0 

 

I do hereby acknowledge that the within mentioned debt 
or sum of one hundred and fifty pounds was at the time of 
the within written ,  Indenture and still is justly due and 
owing by use to the said Thomas Sims and Mary his Wife 
as within is mentioned and that the said sum was and is the 
consideration of or for the  Conveyance within mentioned  
  
Witness  

 
Christophr Fredrick  

Signed Chris Friedricks  

Signed Wm Roberts Sol  
signed A Haywood  
   Sol and Not. Sydney   
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James Hadaway of Sydney in the colony of New south Wales Gentleman maketh 
oath and saith that what is written upon this and the preceding  page contains a true 
copy of the original Deed and that the signature "Christophr Fredrick" abovewritten 
is of the proper handwriting of the said Christopher Frederick and of the parties to 
the said original Deed  
  

Jas Hadaway  
 

Sworn at Sydney aforesaid this Eighteenth day of March 
A D 1851 Before me  
  
(Signed) G M Gregory  
   ?????? 
  
Received in the Office for the Registration of Deed  at Sydney this Eighteenth day of 
March AD 1851 at 20 minutes past eleven o’clock in the fore noon from        of 
Sydney -  

(Signed) GM Gregory  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 20,  

No 377  
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Sale of Frederick’s land at Castlereagh by Mary Sims to John Parker 1851  
Sale of Frederick’s land at Castlereagh by Mary Sims to John Parker 1851  
  
Transcript  
Book 21  No 75    
  
This Indenture made the twenty third day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty one Between Mary Sims of Sydney in the Colony of New 
South Wales Wife of Thomas Sims of the same place Landholder of the first part 
mmm Augustus Hayward of Sydney aforesaid Gentleman of the second part and John 
Parker of the Nepean River in the District of Penrith in the said Colony Settler of the 
third part Whereas by Indenture of Release bearing date the thirteenth day of March in 
the year of out Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty one and made between 
Christopher Frederick therein described of the first part the said Thomas Sims and 
Mary his Wife of the second part and the said Augustus Hayward of the third part all 
the land and hereditaments hereinafter particularly described were for the 
consideration therein mentioned released and assured unto the said Augustus 
Hayward and his heirs To such uses as the said Mary Sims should at any time or times 
by deed or will and notwithstanding coverture appoint and subject thereto To the use 
of the said Augustus Hayward his executors administrators and assignees living  the 
life of and in trust for the said Mary Sims for the absolute purchase of the said land 
and hereditaments free from incumbrances at or for the price or sum of one hundred 
and twenty pounds Now this indenture witnesseth that in pursuance of the said 
agreement and for and in consideration of the pursuance of the said agreement and for 
and in consideration of the said sum of one hundred and twenty pounds of lawful 
British money to the said Mary Sims in hand well and truly paid by the said John 
Parker at or immediately before the sealing and delivery of these presents (the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged) The said Mary Sims by virtue and in pursuance of 
the power and authority given or reserved to or vested in her by the said hereinbefore 
in part recited Indenture and in full and complete exercise and execution of the same 
and by force and virtue and in exercise of all and every other powers and power 
authorities and authority in anywise in her vested or to her belonging or in anywise 
authority in anywise in her vested or to her belonging or in anywise enabling in this 
behalf doth by these presents direct limit and appoint that the land and hereditaments 
to hereinafter particularly described shall henceforth go remain and be To the uses 
upon the trusts and to and for the ends interests and purposes hereinafter expressed 
declared and contained of and concerning the same And this Indenture further 
witnesseth that in further pursuance of the same agreement and for the consideration 
hereinbefore mentioned and also in consideration of the sum of ten shillings of lawful 
British money to the said Augustus Hayward in hand well and truly paid by the said 
John Parker at or immediately before the sealing and delivery of these presents (the 
receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged) He the said Augustus Hayward by the 
direction the said Mary Sims doth grant bargain sell and release and confirm unto the 
said John Parker and his heirs all that piece or parcel of land situate lying and being in 
the District of Evan County of Cumberland Colony of New South Wales containing 
by estimation sixty acres more or less and the same now is in the occupation of David 
Parker as Tenant thereof to the said Mary Sims and which is part and parcel of one 
hundred acres of land which were granted to the said Christopher Frederick by deed 
Poll or Grant bearing date the fourth day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and four under the hand of Philip Gidley King Esquire then Governor 
of the said Colony and under the official Seal thereof and which hundred acres are 
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bordered on the South by Lee’s land on the East by a small creek on the North by a 
West line to South’s corner and on the West  by Smith’s Land and the River Nepean 
Together with all the rights members and appurtenances to the said piece of parcel of 
land hereditaments and premises belonging or in anywise mm appertaining and the 
reversions and remainders yearly and other rents issues and profits thereof and also all 
the estate right title interest claim and demand whatsoever at law and in equity of the 
said August Hayward and Mary Sims respectively in to and upon the said 
hereditaments and premises hereby appointed and released with the  appurtenances 
(But with under and subject to the provision declaration and agreement hereinafter 
expressed declared and contained in the last place of and concerning the same) unto 
the said John Parker and his heirs To such uses as the said John Parker shall by any 
deed or deeds or by his last Will and Testament in writing or any Codicil or Codicils 
thereto appoint and in default of and until such appointment or as far as such 
appointment if  incomplete shall not extend Then to the use of the said John Parker his 
heirs executors and administrators doth hereby covenant declare and agree with and to 
the said John Parker his heirs appointees and assigns That he the said Augustus 
Hayward hath not at any time heretofore done or permitted or been party or privy  to 
or cognisant of any act deed matter or thing by means whereof the said hereditaments 
and premises or any part thereof are is or may be changed incumbered or in anywise 
prejudicially affected in title estate or otherwise howsoever and the said Mary Sims 
for herself her heirs executors and administrators and for and against the acts and 
defaults only of herself and of all persons rightfully claiming through under or in trust 
for her doth hereby covenant declare and agree with and to the said John Parker his 
heirs appointees and assigns that they the said Mary Sims and Augustus Hayward 
now have in themselves or one of them hath in himself or herself full power by these 
presents to appoint and release or otherwise assure the said hereditaments and 
premises unto the said John Parker and his heirs appointees and assigns for ever To 
the uses and in manner aforesaid (But with under and subject to the proviso 
declaration and agreement hereinafter expressed declared and contained in the last 
place of the concerning the same) and that the said hereditaments and premises shall 
at all times hereafter remain to the uses aforesaid and be quietly held and enjoyed 
accordingly and that free clear and discharged from or by the said Mary Sims her 
heirs executors or administrators mm effectually kept indemnified against all former 
and other estates rights titles charges and incumbrances arising from any such act or 
default as aforesaid and further that the said hereditaments and premises or any part 
hereof shall from time to time and at anytime or times hereafter at the costs of the 
person or persons requiring the same be further and more effectually or satisfactorily 
assumed to the uses and in manner aforesaid by such acts deed or other assurances as 
the said John Parker his heirs appointees or assigns or heirs of their Counsel in the law 
shall reasonably require and tender to be done executed or made Provided always and 
it is hereby agreed and declared by and between the parties to these presents that it 
shall be lawful to and in the power of the said Christopher Frederick living the term of 
his natural life to reside upon the land and hereditaments hereby appointed and 
released and to receive and take the rents issues and profits thereof to and for his own 
use and benefit without any interruption claim or demand whatsoever of from or by 
the said John Parker or his heirs or any person or persons lawfully claiming or to 
claim by from under or in trust for him there or any of them In witness whereof the 
said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year 
first before written//  
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Signed sealed and delivered by the said Mary 
Sims in the presence of me John Lawry of 
Sydney aforesaid one of the attorneys of the Supreme 
Court of New South Wales and I do hereby certify that 
previous to this attestation the mm contents of the within 
deed were fully explained by me to the said Mary Sims 
and that to the best of my belief she understood the same 
and I do further certify that I am not the party who 
prepared the said deed//  

The mark and Seal  
Of X 
Mary Sims 
A Heyward 

John Lowry   
Sol Sydney  

Signed sealed and delivered by the said 
Augustus Hayward in the presence of me   

John Lowry  
  
Received the day and year first within written of and from the within 
named John Parker the sum of one hundred and twenty pounds being 
the full consideration money within expressed to be paid by him to me//  

£120.0.0  

Witness  
The mark and Seal  

Of X 
Mary Sims 

John Lowry  
  
 
 

        John Parker  
James Hadaway of Sydney in the Colony of New South Wales Gentlemen maketh 
oath and saith that what is written upon this and the preceding page contains a true 
copy of the original deed and that the signature “John Parker” above written is of the 
proper handwriting of the said John Parkes one of the parties to the said original 
Deed//Sworn at Sydney aforesaid this twenty third day of June A.D 1851 Before me  
Alfred Elyard            Jas Hadaway  
  
Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court  
Received in the Office for the Registration of Deed ? at Sydney this twenty third day 
of June A.D. 1851 at 5 minutes to two o’clock in the afternoon from Jas Hadaway of 
Sydney  

Alfred Elyard  
Chief Clerk of the Supreme Court  

 
 

  
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 21  

No 75,  
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Lease of 2 King St by Mary Sims 1853  
Lease of 2 King St by Mary Sims 1853     
  
Transcript       
  
Book 28     No 911     
  
This indenture made the twenty fifth day of October in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty three Between Mary Sim of King Street in the City of 
Sydney of the one part Witnesseth that in consideration of the yearly rent covenants and 
conditions hereinafter respectively reserved and contained by the said John Baker 
Smithers his executors administrators and assigns to be respectively paid observed and 
performed the said Mary Sim hath demised and Leased and by these presents doth 
demise and Lease unto the said John Baker Smithers All that messuage on dwelling 
house containing six rooms situate in King Street in the city of Sydney as the same are 
now in the occupation of Augustus Hayward and William Roberts Together with the use 
in common with the said Mary Sim of the small yard and Water closet at the rear of the 
said premises for the purpose of placing firewood or coal therein for household 
consumption and other necessary purposes as per plan set forth in the foot of these 
presents Together with all the rights members and appurtenances to the said premises 
belonging or appertaining To have and To hold the said hereby demised premises with 
their appurtenances unto the said John Baker Smithers his executors administrators and 
assign for the term of five years to be completed from the twenty fifth day of October 
Instant subject nevertheless to the agreement for Lease and the tenancy of the said 
William Roberts If the said Mary Sim her heirs or assigns during the said term the 
yearly rent of one hundred and fifty six pounds of Lawful British money by even and 
equal monthly payments on the twenty fifth day of each month in each and every year 
during the said term without any deduction whatsoever and the said John Baker 
Smithers for himself his heirs executors administrators and assigns hereby covenants 
with the said Mary Sim her heirs and assigns that the said John Baker Smithers his 
executors administrators and assigns will during the said term of five years pay or cause 
to be paid unto the said Mary Sim her heirs and assigns at the times and in manner 
aforesaid the said yearly rent hereby reserved and also that the said John Baker Smithers 
his executors administrators or assign will pay and discharge all taxes rates assessments 
and impositions which during the said term shall become payable in respect of the said 
demised premises and also that the said John Baker Smithers his executors 
administrators and assigns will during the said term at his or their own expense maintain 
and keep the said demised premises with the walls drains fences sinks sewers with all 
improvements or additions which shall or may be made thereon with the appurtenances 
thereunto belonging in good and tenantable repair and condition also that the said Mary 
Sim her heirs and assigns shall be a liberty with or without workmen twice in every year 
during the said term as all convenient times of the day to enter into and upon the said 
demised premises in order to view and examine the state and condition thereof and in 
case the said Mary Sim shall find any repairs wanting and shall deliver to the said John 
Baker Smithers his executors administrators or assign or leave upon the said demised 
premises a list in writing there of requiring the same to be made good then the said John 
Baker Smithers his executors administrator of assigns shall within one Calendar month 
after the delivery of such List made food the same accordingly also that the said John 
Baker Smithers his executors administrators or assigns shall not nor will use exercise or 
carry on or permit or suffer to be used exercised or carried on in or upon the said 
demised premises or any part thereof the trades of a Butcher, Baker, Victualer, eating 
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house Keeper, Oyster Shop, Smith Brazier tinman shoe or Book maker or any noisey or 
offensive trade or business whatsoever Also that the said John Baker Smithers will not 
during the said term assign demise or otherwise dispose of or part with the possession of 
the said demised premises or any part thereof or to commit or suffer any act matter or 
thing whereby the said demised premises or any part there of shall or may be assigned 
demised or otherwise disposed of or the possession there of parted with to any person or 
persons for the whole or any part of the said term without the License in writing of the 
said Mary Sim her heirs or assigns first obtained for every such purpose provided that 
the same shall not be withheld to a responsible and respectable tenant and if any dispute 
shall arise as to the responsibility or respectability of the proposed tenant that the same 
shall be referred to two arbitrators one to be chosen by each party with liberty for them 
to choose an umpire in case they disagree and the decision of the said arbitrators or 
umpire to be final also that the said John Baker Smithers his executors administrators or 
assigns will at the expiration or other sooner determination of the said term peaceably 
and quietly Yield up unto the said Mary Sim her heirs or assigns the said demised 
premises in good and tenantable repair and condition Provided also that if the said rent 
hereby reserved or any part thereof shall be in arrear for the space of fourteen days next 
after either of the days hereinbefore appointed for payment thereof or if default shall be 
made in the observance or performance of any of the covenants hereinbefore contained 
then and in either case it shall be Lawful for the said Mary Sim her heirs or assigns to re 
enter into the demised premises or any part thereof in the name of the whole and to 
repossess and enjoy the same as of her or their former Estate and upon such entry the 
said term is hereby granted shall determine and the said Mary Sim for herself her heirs 
executors and administrators hereby covenants with the said John Baker Smithers his 
executors administrators and assigns that he or they paying the said rent hereby reserved 
and observing and performing of the covenants hereinbefore contained peaceably and 
quietly to hold and enjoy the said hereby demised premises during the said term of five 
years without any evection interruption or denial from or by the said Mary Sims or any 
person or persons Lawfully claiming or to claim through under or in trust for her save 
and except the agreement for Lease right or tenancy of the said William Roberts thereof 
or therein Provided Always and it is hereby declared and agreed that the said John 
Baker Smithers shall be at liberty to make any alterations he may think fit in the same 
premises for the purpose of converting the same into a shoop or shops In Witness 
whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunder set their hands and seals the 
day and year first within written  
  
Signed Sealed and delivered by the said Mary Sim in the presence of   
Edwd J Cory  
R I Harvey  
Signed Sealed and Delivered by the Said John Baker Smithers in the presence of   
Edwd J Cory  
R J Harvey  
  
I hereby Certify that the contents of the above written Indenture were explained to the 
said Mary Sim previously to the execution thereof by her and that at the time of the 
execution there of the nature and effect of the said Indenture was to the best of my 
belief understood by the said Mary Sim.  
Edw J Cory  
An Attorney of the Supreme Court of New South Wales  
John B Smithers  
  

Mary Sims  Lease of 2 King Street 1853 Part 2 Page 43 



Supplementary Documents Sims  Land 

  
On this twenty Seventh day of October  A.D. 1853 Charles H Long of Sydney Clerk 
being duly sworn maketh oath and saith as follows that the writing contained on this 
and the proceeding page is a correct copy of the original Lease the same having been 
carefully examined therewith by him and that the Signature John B Smithers on this 
page is of the  proper hand writing of John Baker Smithers – one of the parties to the 
said original lease sworn at Sydney the day and year first above written before me  
Alfred Elyard  Chas H Long  
  
Received into the Office for the registration of Deeds &c at Sydney this Twenty 
seventh day of October – A. D. 1853 at 20 minutes past one o’clock in the after noon 
from Charles H Song of Sydney  
  
Alfred Elyard  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Lease, Book 28, No 911  
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Sale of No 2 King Street by Mary Sims 1859  
Sale of No 2 King Street by Mary Sims 1859  
  
Transcript        
  
No 48, Book 69 Conveyance   
  
This Indenture made the Twenty eighth day of February in the year of Our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty nine Between Mary Sims of Sydney in the Colony of 
New South Wales Widow of Thomas Sims late of the same place Gentleman and 
which said Mary Sims is hereinafter designated Vendor of the one part and Andrew 
Lenehan of Castlereagh Street in the said City of Sydney Esquire (hereinafter 
designated Purchaser) of the other part Whereas by Grant from the Crown bearing 
date the twenty third September one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine under the 
hand of Governor Sir George Gipps and under the seal of the Colony the 
hereditaments hereinafter described and intended to be hereby assured were granted 
unto the said Thomas Sims deceased and to his Heirs and assignees for ever Subject 
to the reservations and conditions therein contained and usual in Grants of the like 
nature and whereas the said Thomas Sims has departed this life on or about the twenty 
seventh day of August one thousand eight hundred and fifty three having first duly 
made and published his last Will and Testament in writing bearing date the twenty 
eighth day of April one thousand eight hundred and forty two whereby after revoking 
all former Wills made by him the said Thomas Sims gave devised and bequeathed 
unto the said Vendor the hereditaments described in the herein before recited Grant 
and also here after described and intended to be hereby assured by the description 
following (that is to say) All my House and Premises being Number two King Street 
wherein I now reside and wherein I have resided for many years last past which said 
House and Premises fronts King Street aforesaid is bounded towards the East by 
premises of Walter Hall and of those of the late Samuel Terry and on the West with 
the several outbuildings thereunto belonging “and the said Testator thereby appointed 
the said Vendor sole Executrix of his said Will and whereas on or about the sixth day 
of October one thousand eight hundred and fifty three probate of the said Will was 
granted to the said Vendor by the most Honorable the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales in its Ecclesiastical and Jurisdiction and whereas the said Vendor hath agreed 
with the said Purchaser for the absolute sale to him of the said hereditaments at or for 
the price of sum of Three thousand pounds and whereas it has been agreed that 
throughout these presents in the construction there of the rights remedies and 
liabilities of the parties hereto shall be respectively and reciprocally building on and 
transmissible to their respective representatives appointees and assigns inlike manner 
as if every Covenant provision declaration and agreement by each of the parties hereto 
were expressed to be made for to or to himself his heirs appointees executors 
administrators and assignees (as the case may be) and shall extend to the acts deeds 
and defaults of his heirs appointees executors administrators and assignees 
respectively and as if every Covenant declaration proviso and agreement with and by 
each of the said parties hereto in respect of the hereditaments hereby assured were 
expressed to be made with and to extend to the acts and requirements of his heirs 
appointees executors administrators and assignees Now this Indenture witnesseth that 
in pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the Sum of Three thousand 
Pounds paid to the said Vendor by the said Purchaser the receipt whereof the Vendor 
acknowledges the said Vendor Doth grant bargain sell enfeoff  release and confirms 
unto the said Purchaser and his heirs All that allotment or parcel of land containing by 
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admeasurement seven perches situate in the Town of Sydney Parish of Saint James 
County of Cumberland being allotment Number twenty six of section Number thirty 
five and bounded on the North by King Street East bearing West thirty minutes North 
sixty seven links on the West by allotments numbers twenty seven and one bearing 
South one degree East thirty five links then West four degrees South five links then 
South one degree East thirty two links on the South by Allotment Number twenty four 
bearing East five degrees North Seventy two and a half links and on the East by 
allotment number twenty five bearing North three degrees fifty five minutes West 
sixty links Being the Allotment as advertised in the name of the said Thomas Sims in 
the Government Notice dated the thirteenth April one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty nine with all the rights and appurtenances whatsoever these to belonging and 
which said hereditaments are the same hereditaments as are mentioned and described 
in the hereinbefore recited Will of the said Testator Thomas Sims deceased Together 
with all houses and house ways public passages watercourses rights easements 
members and with appurtenances to the said hereditaments with belonging To have 
and to hold the said hereditaments with the appurtenances unto the said purchaser To 
such uses and for such Estate of Estates and in such manner as the said purchaser And 
the said purchaser shall at any or from time to time by any Deed or deeds appoint and 
in default of appointment To the use of the said purchaser And the said purchaser 
declares that no Wife of his who shall happen to survive him shall be allowable out of 
the said hereditaments And the said Vendor Covenants with the said purchaser That 
notwithstanding any act deed matter of thing not heretofore made done or permitted 
either by the said Vendor or by the said Testator Thomas Sims deceased the said 
Vendor hath in herself Good right and title to assure the said hereditaments with the 
appurtenances To the Uses aforesaid and also that notwithstanding as aforesaid the 
said hereditaments with the appurtenances shall and may at all times hereafter be 
peaceably held and enjoyed and the rents and profits thereof taken accordingly 
without any eviction interruption or denial of from or by the said Vendor or any 
person having or rightfully claiming or to claim any Estate right title or interest under 
or in Trust for her or under or in Trust for the said Testator Thomas Sims deceased 
and that free and clear or by the said vendor effectually kept indemnified from or 
against all incumbrances created or occasioned by the said Vendor or any person or 
persons claiming or to claim through under or in Trust for her or by her acts deeds or 
defaults privity or procurement or by from through or under the said Testator Thomas 
Sims deceased or any person or persons claiming or to claim through under or in 
Trust for the said Testator only the said Testators acts deeds and defaults privity or 
procurement and lastly that the said Vendor and every person having or rightfully 
claiming or to claim in through under or in Trust for her will at any time or times 
hereafter at the request Costs and charges of the said purchaser make do and execute 
every such assurance in the Law for more satisfactorily assuring the said 
hereditaments To the uses aforesaid on to such other uses and in such manner as by 
the said purchaser or by his or their Counsel in the Law shall be reasonably advised or 
required and as shall be tendered to be done or executed In Witness whereof the said 
parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first 
hereinbefore written//  

Her mark  
Mary X Sims  
And seal  

  
Signed sealed and delivered by the said Mary Sims in the 
presence of the undersigned and I certify that the contracts of 
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this Deed were explained to the said Mary Sims before the 
execution thereof by her and that the nature and effect thereof 
were at the time of such execution to the best of my belief 
understood by the said Mary Sims and that I am not the person 
by whom this deed was prepared J K Bowden Attorney Supreme 
Court of NSWales  
  
Received on the day and first hereinbefore written of and from the above named 
Andrew Lenehan the Sum of Three thousand pounds sterling being the full 
consideration money herein before expressed to be paid by him to me      £3000  
Witness                Her  
J K Bowden  Mary X Sims  

Mark  
  

John Thomas Mengau Clerk to Messers Holden and McCarthy solicitors of Sydney 
Maketh oath and saith that thus and the two preceding pages contain a true copy of the 

original deed and that the signature And
w
 Lenehan     _______ written at the bottom 

of the first page hereof is of the proper handwriting of the said Andrew Lenehan one 
of the parties to the said Indenture   

John Thomas Mengau  
Sworn at Sydney aforesaid this twentieth day of September 1860  
Before me   
Thos ? Jaques  
Deputy Registrar  
  
Received into the Office for the Registry of duds at Sydney this Twentieth day of 
September 1860 at 15 min to three O’clock in the after noon from John Thomas 
Mengau of Sydney  

Thos ? Jaques  
Deputy Registrar  

 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
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Sydney, 1810 by Bryan Thomas 
 

 
Pearce, Chris 1993 Through the eyes of Thomas Pamphlett Convict and Castaway 
Boolarong Publications, Brisbane,  p 34 
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ves  

  
The arrow points to the approximate location of Thomas Sims land at 2 Kings St. The 
blocks of land on King Street are not numbered on this map  
 

Plan of Sydney 1865  
1865 plans of Sydney – copied from the original held in the City of Sydney Archi

Mary Sims  1865 Plan of Sydney Part 2 Page 50 



Supplementary Documents Sims  Land 

Dove’s Plan of Sydney 1880  
Detail from 1880 Dove’s Plans of Sydney the original held at the City of Sydney 

chives.  ar

  
  
The arrow on this map points to the location of 2 King Street and thus identifies the 
location of land once owned by Thomas Sims.  
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Sale of Cowper St property by Mary Sims 1870  
Sale of Cowper St property by Mary Sims   
  
Transcript       
Book 119 No 605   Conveyance  
  
This Indenture made the ninth day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
and seventy Between Mary Sim (otherwise called Mary Sims) of Petersham in the 
colony of New South Wales Widow hereafter designated Vendor of the one part and 
John Roxburgh Miles of Sydney in the same Colony Gentleman hereinafter designated
Purchaser of the other part Witnesseth that in consideration of the sum of Six Hundre
and twenty pounds of lawful British money to the said Vendor this day paid by
said Purchaser the receipt whereof and that the same is in full for the absolute purchas
of the land and hereditaments hereinafter described and the fee ??? and inheritance 
thereof free from incumbrances is hereby acknowledged She the said Vendor by virtue 
and in exercise of all powers enabling herein this behalf Doth appoint and also gran
bargain sell alien enfeoff and release unto the said purchaser and her heirs all tha
piece or parcel of land situate lying and a being in the parish of Petersham at Enmore 
in the County of Cumberland and Colony of New South Wales containing by 
admeasurement one acre two roods and eleven perches commencing at a point on the 
north east side of the Addison Road at the south east corner of all

 
d 

 the 
e 

t 
t 

otment number 
elve of the subdivision known as Laings Clear and bounded on the north west by the 

 South one Hundred and fifty feet on 
r hundred and forty feet along the 

owp
arin  

ary ve 
ifte es West 

mencement the said several lines being 
 lines together with the Cottage and other buildings thereon erected All that 

cel of land situate at Enmore in the County of Cumberland in the Colony 
ales commencing at a point in Cowper Street North East of Mrs Sims 

 a 
forty feet 

nine inches to the 
ommencement Together with all houses buildings lights fences ways rights 

 way paths passages waters watercourses liberties privileges easements and 
purtenances to the said land and hereditaments or any part thereof belonging or in 

ng or therewith usually held used occupied or en
rs rents issues and profits thereof and all the estate right title 

terest property possession claim and demand whatsoever both at law and in equity of 
ll 
s in 

 
before described  and intended to be hereby assured with the 

ppurtenances unto the said purchaser and his heirs To such uses upon such trust and 
 and for such aids interests and purposes as the said Purchaser shall by any deed or 

eeds or by his last will and testament appoint and in default of and until such 
n for ever And the said 

tw
said Addison Road bearing East fifteen degrees
the south east by a line bearing north easterly fo
western side of other land of one Edward Pritchard and part of C
North east by other land of the said Edward Pritchard by a line be
degrees North one hundred and sixty feet to South eastern bound
and at the north west by part of the said lot twelve bearing south f
four hundred and forty feet to the point of com
all fenced

er Street on the 
g West fifteen

of said Lot twel
en degre

piece or par
of New South W
property bounded on the north east by Cowper Street forty feet on the North west by
line one hundred and thirty? nine feet six inches on the South west by a line 
in the South by Mrs Sims fence one hundred and thirty eight feet 
point of c
of
ap
anywise appertaini joyed And the 
reversions remainde
in
her the said Vendor in to and out of the said premises and every part thereof And a
deed writings and evidence of title relating solely to the said land and hereditament
the custody possession or power of the said Vendor To have and to hold the said land
and premises herein
a
to
d
appointment to the use of the said Purchaser his heirs and assig
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Vendor doth hereby for herself her heirs executors  and administrators covenant and 
ns in manner favouring  

at notwithstanding any act matter or thing in the said Vendor or any 
er her made or done to the contrary she the said Vendor now hath 

 herself good right and absolute authority by these presents to appoint grant and 
 

is 
r or 

 

the 

in 

with 

 605

agree with the said Purchaser his appointees heirs and assig
that is to say th
person claiming und
in
release the said hereditaments and premises and every part thereof aforesaid And that
it shall be lawful for the said Purchaser his appointees heirs and assign at all times 
hereafter peaceably and quietly to enter upon hold occupy possess deed away the said 
hereditaments and premises and to receive and take the rents and profits thereof for h
and their own uses without any eviction interruption or  denial by the said Vendo
any person or persons claiming or to claim from under or in trust for her And that the 
said hereditaments and premises are free and clear from all charge and maintenance
whatsoever made or occasioned by the said Vendor or any person claiming as 
aforesaid And also that the said Vendor and her heirs and every person whomsoever 
legally claiming any estate or interest in the said hereditaments and premises through 
under or in trust for her or them will from time to time and at all times hereafter at 
request and costs of the said Purchaser his appointees heirs or assigns execute and 
perfect every such lawful act deed or assurance in the law for most satisfactory  
assuring the said hereditaments and premises and every part thereof to the uses and 
manner aforesaid as by the said Purchaser his appointees heirs or assigns shall be 
devised or required In Witness whereof the said parties to these presents have here
set their hands and seals this day and year firstly before written.  
  
Signed Sealed and delivered by the said Mary 
Sim by her placing her mark hereon (she being 
unable to write) My presence not being the party by whom this 
Instrument has been prepared and do certify that the contents of 
this Instrument were previously explained to the said Mary Sim 
and that the nature and effect thereof were at the time of this my 
attestation to the best of my belief understood 
by her    
  A Cape   
  Sol  Sydney  
Received on the day and year firstly within written of and  from the  within named 
John Roxburgh Miles the sum of Six hundred and twenty pounds being the 
consideration within mentioned to have been paid by him to me  
A Cape  
  
  
In the Colony of   
New South Wales  
  
Frederick John Lian of No 136 Pitt Street in Sydney of the Colony of New South 
Wales clerk to John Dawson of the same place being duly sworn maketh oath and 
saith : All above and next preceding page contain a true copy of the original deed of 
Conveyance.  etc  
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
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Mary  X Sim  
 Mark  

Her 
Mary  X Sim  

Mark 
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Sale of Wellington Street property by Mary Sims 1874  
Sale of Wellington Street property by Mary Sims 1874  
Transcript       
Book 143  No 914  
  

This Indenture made the 28
th

day of July in the year of Our Lord One thousand eigh
hundred and seventy four between Mary Sim of Kinston near Sydney in the Colony of 
New South Wales, widow, of the one part and Mary Bergin of Newtown near Sydne
aforesaid, Widow, of the other part – Whereas the said Mary Sim being seized of or 
otherwise well entitled to the land and hereditaments hereinafter described hath 
contracted and agreed with the said Mary Bergin for the absolute sale to her of the said
land and hereditaments and the inhe

t 

y 

 
ritance in fee simple in possession thereof free 

red pounds Now this 
in consideration of 
hand w ly 

g and
e the sa  

Mary ergin and her 
ed and eighty six and one 

 four of the Kingston Estate situate and being in 
sham County of Cumberland Colony of New South Wales and 

on the North eastern side of Wellington Street ninety nine feet from 
ishopgate Street and bounded on the South West by sixty six feet of Wellington 
reet bearing South thirty degrees east on the South East by a line bearing East Thirty 

alf f e 
y deg

 the North West by 
id second named reserved Lane bearing West thirty degrees South eighty two feet 

 to the commencing point or howsoever otherwise the said land e 
d or distinguished Together with all houses outhouse

hts fences ways paths passages water watercourses rights privileges ea d 
purtenances to the said land and hereditaments or any part thereof belonging or in 
ywise appertaining  And the reversions remainders rents issues and profits thereof 
nd all the estate right little interest property possession benefit claim and demand 

 and 
intended to be hereby assured with the appurtenances unto and to th

s and assigns for ever And the said Mary Sim doth hereby for 
cutors and administrators covenant and agree with the said Mary 

ergin her heirs and assigns in manner following that is to say That notwithstanding 
d right and 

ditaments and 
tenances unto and to the ?? of the said 

ary Bergin her heirs and assign in manner aforesaid And that it shall be lawful for 
the said Mary Bergin her heirs and assigns at all times herea uietly 
to enter upon and occupy possess and enjoy the said heredit s and 
to receive and take the rests and profits thereof for her and their own use and benefit 

from incumbrances at or for the price or sum of Four hund
Indenture witnesseth that in pursuance of the said agreement and 
the sum of Four hundred pounds sterling to the said Mary Sim in 
paid by the said Mary Bergin at or immediately before the sealin
these presents (the receipt where of is hereby acknowledged) Sh
Doth grant bargain sell alien release and confirm unto the said 
heirs All that piece of parcel of land being lots one hundr
hundred and eighty seven of Section

ell and tru
 delivery of 

id Mary Sim
B

the parish of Peter
commencing 
B
St
degrees North eighty two feet six inches to a reserved lane sixteen and a h
On the North east by said reserved Lane sixty six feet bearing north thirt
west to another reserved lane sixteen and a half feet wide and on

eet wid
rees 

sa
six inches  is or may b
bounded describe s buildings 
lig sements an
ap
an
A
whatsoever both at law and in equity of her the said Mary Sim in to and out of the 
same premises and every part thereof To Have and To Hold the said land messuages 
hereditaments and all and singular other the premises herein before described

e use of the said 
Mary Bergin her heir
herself her heirs exe
B
any act deed matter or thing by the said Mary Sim now hath in herself foo
absolute authority by these presents to grand and release the said here
premises and every part thereof with the appur
M

fter peaceably and q
aments and premise

without any eviction interruption or denial by the said Mary Sim or any person or 
persons claiming or to claim from under or in trust for her And that the said 
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hereditaments and premises are free and clear form all charges and incumbrances 
whatsoever made or occasioned by the said Mary Sim or any person claiming as 

lso the said Mary Sim and her heirs executors and administrators and 
ery person whomsoever legally claiming any estate or interest in the said 

remises through under or in trust for her or them will from time to 
e and at all times hereafter at the request and costs of the said Mary Bergin her 

 
 

s 

 

NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 143 No 914

aforesaid And a
ev
hereditaments and p
tim
heirs or assigns execute and perfect every such lawful act deed or assurance in the law
for more satisfactorily assuring the said hereditaments and premises and every part
thereof To the uses and in manner aforesaid as by the said Mary Bergin her heirs or 
assigns shall be desired or required or tendered to be done or executed In Witnes
whereof the said parties to these presents have here made set their hands and seals the 
day and year first before written.    
Signed sealed and Delivered by the said Mary Sim in the 
presence of me an Attorney of the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales, not being the party who prepared the written Deed And I 
certify that the contents of the said deed were previously to the 
execution thereof by the said Mary Sim explained to her by me 
and that the nature and effect thereof were at the time of such 
execution and of this attestation to the best of my behalf 
understood by the said Mary Sim.  
John A Dawson  
Sol Sydney  
  
  
Received on the day and year first within written of and from the within 
named Mary Bergin the sum of four hundred pounds sterling being the 
consideration money within expressed to be paid by her to me   
  
Witness  
John A Dawson  
  
  
  
  
Francis Benedict Kenny Clerk to Messieurs Ellis and McKinson maketh oath and 
saith the writing contained above on this and the preceding page is a true copy of the 
original deed sworn at Sydney this third day of August AD 1874 Before me  

signed FB Kenny 
Signed    W B Duff  
  Deputy Registrar  
  
Received into the Registrar General’s Office at Sydney this third day of 
August AD 1874 at 25 minutes past 3 o’clock on the afternoon from 
Francis Benedict Kenny of Sydney aforesaid  
  

W Boscaweu Duff  
Deputy Registrar  
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And Seal 
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Sale of Susan St Property by Edward Lewis (executor) 1880  
Sale of Susan St Property by Mary Sims/Vanderville’s executor Edward Lewis 
1880  
Transcript       
  
Book 206 No 162   
  
This Indenture made the seventh day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty Between Edward Lewis of Penrith in the colony of New 
South Wales Farmer Administrator of the estate and effects of Mary Vandervill
of Susan Street Newtown in the said Colony deceased intestate(and which s

e late 
aid 

dward Lewis is hereafter designated “Vendor”) of the one part and Matthew Spithill 
 Colony Boot Maker (hereinafter designated 
as th nderville (then Mary Sims) 

 simple of the land and hereditaments hereinafter described on or 
out the fifth day of March one thousand eight hundred and seventy five intermarried 
ith and became the wife of Robert Vanderville and whereas the said Mary 

t one thousand 
the sad Robert 

ay of March one thousand 
d herea on or one 

ousand eight hundred and eighty letters of Administration of the estate and the 
f New 
s the 

for
 of the said land and hereditaments and the inheritances thereof in 

nds Now this indenture witnesseth that in pursuance of the said 
reement and in consideration of the sum of Three hundred pounds sterling by the 

ereof 
h 

rator as aforesaid doth hereby grant bargain sell alien release convey and 
nfirm unto the said Purchaser and his heirs All that piece or parcel of land situate 
ing and being at Bligh Terrace in the Parish of Petersham in the County of 
umberland and Colony aforesaid containing fourteen perches more or less 
ommencing at the intersection of O’Connell Street with the north West boundary of 
e Bligh Terrace Estate and bounded on the West by O’Connell Street bearing south 
irty degrees East thirty feet on the south by part of Lots Two hundred and seventy 

ight and Two hundred and ninety five being a true bearing East thirty degrees north 
ne hundred and thirty two feet to the South West side of Susan Street on the East by 
usan Street bearing north by that boundary bearing West thirty degrees South one 

of way appurtenances to 

privileges easements and appurtenances to the said land and hereditaments or any part 
thereof ??ing or appertaining or therewith normally held used or ??? ??? the uness ???  
rents issues and profits thereof and all the estate right Title interest property 
possessions claim and demand whatsoever both at law and in equity of him the said 
Vendor as such administrator as aforesaid or otherwise into and out of the same 
premises and every part thereof To have and to hold the said land and hereditaments 
and all and singular other the????  intended to be hereby assured with the 
appurtenances with the said ??? and his heirs to such uses and for such estate and 

E
of Newtown near Sydney in the said
“Purchaser”) of the other part where
being seised in fee

e Said Mary Va

ab
w
Vanderville departed this life on or about the seventeenth day of Augus
eight hundred and seventy five intestate and without issue and whereas 
Vanderville departed this life on or about the seventeenth d
eight hundred and eighty an w s about the twentieth day of June 
th
effects of the said Mary Vanderville were granted by the “Supreme Court o
South Wales with Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction to the said vendor and wherea
Vendor as such administrator as aforesaid has agreed with the said Purchaser 
absolute sale to him

said 
 the 

fee simple in possession free from all encumbrances at or for the price or sum of 
Three hundred pou
ag
said Purchaser to the said vendor paid on or immediately before the execution h
(the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged) He the said Vendor as suc
administ
co
ly
C
c
th
th
e
o
S
hundred and thirty two feet Together with all ways and rights 
the said land and all buildings lights fences improvements waters watercourses 
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interests and purposes as the said purchaser shall from time to time by any deed or 
deeds or by will appoint and in default of and until such appointment  or so ??? as any 
such appointment if made shall not extend To the use of the said purchaser his heirs 
and assigns for ever And the said Vendor doth hereby for himself his heirs ??? and 
administrators covenant and agree with the said Purchaser his appointees heirs and 
assigns  in manner following that be to say That he the said Vendor hath not at any 
time heretofore made done permitted or suffered or been party or may to any act deed 
matter or thing ??? the said land and hereditaments or any part thereof are to ?? shall 
or way be impeached charged or encumbered or prejudicially affect or Title Estate or 
otherwise howsoever In witness thereof the said parties to those presents have 
herewith set their hands and seals the day and year first before mentioned  
  
Signed sealed and delivered by the 
said Edward Lewis in the presence 
of Henry Parker.  
  
  
Received on the day and year first before written of and from the said 
Matthew Spithall the sum of Three Hundred pounds sterling being the 
consideration money mentioned to be paid by him to me.   
Witness   Henry Jones           Edward Lewis  
  
Joseph John Rieder of Sydney in the Colony of New South Wales articled 
clerk being duly sworn maketh oath and saith as follows the ??? above on 
this and the proceeding paper is a true copy of the original Indenture of ?? at 
Sydney before me  
W Boscaweu Duff       Joseph  Reeder 
Deputy Registrar  
  
Received into this office for the Registration of Deeds &c at Sydney this 11P

th
P  

day of August AD 1880 at two minutes to four O’clock  from Josep??  
Reeder  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reproduced with the permission of the NSW Department of Lands 
NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 206, No 162 

 
£300 

Edward Lewis 
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