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The Story of Thomas and Mary Sims 

 

 

Introduction:  Why did I embark on this research? 

While writing the book on the Byrnes family I asked myself a question regarding where Sarah 

Lewis nee Frederick lived prior to her death in 1871.  Her husband George had died in 1857 

and in a transaction where he had sold his land to his son James, there seemed to have been no 

provision for his wife’s upkeep in the event he predeceased her.  I was also wondering why 

Sarah had died close to Sydney town rather than in the Castlereagh area where she had spent 

most of her life. 

 

There was also the question of why Christopher Frederick’s death location was given as King 

Street Sydney?  Christopher died on 25
th

 March 1852, and was buried in the Parish of 

Camperdown. I had been told by a family history researcher (I cannot remember who) that 

perhaps Christopher had been placed in a poorhouse in King Street after he had given his land 

to his daughter and son-in-law Mary and Thomas Sims.  After all, evidence showed that 

Thomas was a former convict and a very shady character. 

 

I have taken these two questions and spent time doing some research into Thomas Sims and 

his wife Mary to find out the true story.   

 

When Christopher Frederick deeded his land to his daughter Mary Simms he would have 

known that the land would have been sold because Thomas was a retired carpenter/builder 

who had lived in Sydney town for many years.  The land was transferred on 13
th

 March 1851, 

although I suspect that due to his advanced age Christopher had probably been living with 

Thomas and Mary for some time before that date. 

 

At the time of Christopher’s death his address was given as King St. I can find no evidence of 

there being a poor house in Kings Street.  A notice of Christopher’s death appeared in the 

Sydney Morning Herald on 27
th

 March 1852 (page 5, Column 7)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This would seem to be an announcement celebrating his life, rather than shame at a Poorhouse 

death. 

 

On 28
th

 August 1853, Thomas Simms died.  His address was given as King St. in the Church 

Burial records.  In my mind this confirms that Christopher died in Thomas and Mary Simms’ 

home.  A newspaper notice was also inserted in the Sydney Morning Herald following 

Thomas Sims death. (29
th

 Aug 1853, page 8 column 2)   

 

 

 

 

 

Died 

On the 25
th

 instant, at the advanced 

age of 91, Mr Christopher 

Frederick, of King Street, in this 

city.  Having resided in the colony 

more than half a century. 

On the 27
th

 instant, at his residence, No 

126 King Street, East, Mr Thomas Sims, 

aged 80 
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The previous death notice gives us a precise address for Thomas and Mary’s home at this 

time.  This notice was followed by another notice in the same edition regarding his funeral. 

(page 8 column 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Sims’ will was written on 28
th

 April 1842
1
.  In it he bequeathed all his goods to his 

dear wife Mary with the condition that she did not remarry.  There was no alternative 

recipient for his goods in the event she did remarry and I don’t know for how long the 

prohibition would have been effective to stop her taking another partner.  Mary was the 

Executrix of the estate and in a statement sworn on the 4
th

 October 1853 she stated the estate 

was worth less than £50.  (This did not include the house and land value of their former home 

which he still owned at the time of his death). 

 

This still left the question of where Sarah Lewis was living before her death in 1871.  We 

knew that Mary Vanderville (Mary Sims did remarry to Robert Vanderville in 1875, shortly 

before her death) was buried in her sister Sarah’s grave, in Rookwood cemetery.  When I 

looked at a transcript of Sarah Lewis’ death certificate, the location of death was given as 

Wellington Street, Kensington.  I have also had a look at an actual death certificate where the 

suburb was given as Kingston
2
.  There is currently no suburb of Kingston in Sydney and the 

transcription agent had interpreted Kingston as a contraction of Kensington. 

 

I then went to Sand’s directories of Sydney to try and locate where Mary and Sarah had been 

living prior to Sarah’s death.  A look through the Sands directory for 1871
3
 reveals there are a 

number of Wellington Streets in Sydney at that time. 

 

 Wellington St from Kensington Street to Waterloo Street (Chippendale) 

 Wellington Street from Waterloo Place to Botany Road (Newtown) 

 Wellington St, Waterloo, from Pitt St to Elizabeth St to Morehead Street 

 

Another look in the Sands Directory for 1871 shows that Simms, Mary lives at Wellington St, 

Newtown.  I also went back to earlier Sand’s directories to see how long she had lived there.  

It appears that Mary Sims had been living in houses around the Enmore, Marrickville and 

Newtown region since 1863. 

 

At first I assumed that the suburb given on the actual death certificate, Kingston, was 

incorrect. Initially I put this down to a mistake on the part of Edward Lewis who reported on 

his mother’s death.  However further research led me to the City of Sydney website
4
 which 

                                                 
1
 State Records NSW: NRS 13660, Probate Packet Series 1 number 2728, Thomas Sim (or Sims) Sydney 

2
 NSW BDM  Death 1871/2338 

3
 The Sand’s Directory, 1871 

4
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/AboutSydney/HistoryAndArchives/Archives/ArchivesAndHistoryOfNewt

own.asp   (viewed 2008) 

Funeral – The friends of the deceased Mr 

Thomas Sims are requested to attend his 

funeral to move from his late residence 

No 126 King Street between Pitt and 

Castlereagh Streets to-morrow (Tuesday) 

morning at a quarter to 8 O’clock. James 

Curtis, Undertaker.  NB No circulars will 

be issued.  Hunter Street August 29
th

  

http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/AboutSydney/HistoryAndArchives/Archives/ArchivesAndHistoryOfNewtown.asp
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/AboutSydney/HistoryAndArchives/Archives/ArchivesAndHistoryOfNewtown.asp
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has an extensive historical section, including an excellent area devoted to the history of 

Newtown.  “Wellington Street in Kingston was formed prior to 1858, and became Chelmsford 

Street sometime after 1939. The Presbyterian Church was located here prior to 1881; this 

street was surely named for the Duke of Wellington, the English hero of the Napoleonic wars, 

though a certain Mr Wellington did live in Egan Street in the 1880s”
5
.  

 

The name Kingston comes from the name of the original land grant for the area. In “1793-94: 
Almost all of Newtown municipality is granted to Lieutenant Thomas Rowley ('Kingston 

Farm') and to Nicholas Devine ('Burren Farm'); there are seven other smaller lots ( 20/30 

acres) granted to lower-ranking army personnel and emancipists” …The area was informally 

known as Newtown for many years but it wasn’t until 12th December 1862 that “Newtown is 

incorporated and covers 480 acres in three wards, O'Connell in the east, Kingston the west 

and Enmore south”
6
.   

Sarah Lewis spent her last years living with her sister Mary.  On 13
th

 August 1852, George 

Lewis had made a contract with his son James to support him in his old age, but there was no 

mention of Sarah Lewis in the contract
7
.  More recent research (in 2010) has finally solved 

the puzzle of the latter years of Sarah Lewis’ life.  Examination of the letters from the 

Colonial Secretary’s papers reveals that Sarah suffered from a form of senile dementia and in 

1853 she was gaoled as a “Rogue and Vagabond”8 after she was found wandering and confused 

on the Western Road at Parramatta.  The charge and fourteen days gaol allowed her to 

undergo a medical examination and upon the recommendation of two doctors she was 

committed to the Tarban Creek (Gladesville) Lunatic asylum. Early in 1854 she was released 

and placed into the care of her husband George after “her two sons who visited her lately assured 

me (the Asylum Superintendant)  they will take the utmost care of her”9 By August 1855 George 

Lewis and probably his children were unable to cope with Sarah and she was readmitted to 

the Asylum.  Later that year she was on a list of inmates to be moved from Taban Creek 

Asylum to the Chronic Asylum at Parramatta
10

.    In December 1858 Mary Simms made a 

petition to the Governor to remove Sarah from the Parramatta Asylum and bring her to live 

with Mary at Petersham.  Interestingly Mary called on two citizens who resided in Kings 

Street Sydney as surety to support her petition
11

.  It was granted and it seems that Sarah 

remained living with her sister Mary until Sarah’s death in 1871. 

 

From Mary’s petition to the Governor we know that she was living at Petersham in 1858 but 

we have no indication of the actual address and apart from the changes of address in the 

Sand’s directories there is little information about Mary or Sarah from 1863 until Sarah’s 

death at Wellington Street, Kingston, in 1871. 

 

After her sister’s death Mary may have lived alone for the next 3-4 years but in March 1875 

she married Robert Vanderville.  She died at Susan Street Newtown in August 1875 

                                                 
5
 http://www.sydneyarchives.info/History_of_the_Streets_of_Newt/history_of_the_streets_of_newt.html 

6
 http://www.sydneyarchives.info/Time_Line/time_line.html (viewed 2008) 

7
 NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance,  Book 23, No 622, George Lewis & James Lewis, 1852 

8
 SRNSW: NRS 905, [4/3224, Item No. 54/511], Colonial Secretary, Main series of letters received (1826 – 

1982). 1 Apr 1883 
9
  Ibid, 14 Jan 1854 

10
 SRNSW: NRS 905, [4/3296, Item No. 55/11143], Colonial Secretary, Main series of letters received (1826 – 

1982). Report of the Board of Medical Visitors to the Lunatic Asylum at Tarban Creek. 23 October 1855 
11

 SRNSW: NRS 905, [4/3389, Item No. 58/4848], Colonial Secretary, Main series of letters received (1826 – 

1982). Mary Simms petition. Dec 1858 

 

http://www.sydneyarchives.info/History_of_the_Streets_of_Newt/history_of_the_streets_of_newt.html
http://www.sydneyarchives.info/Time_Line/time_line.html
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Mary Sims finances have been difficult to follow.  She was a wealthy woman after she sold 

the dwelling and yards in King Street Sydney but after her death, her estate, including 

furniture and household goods, was valued at less than £40 and her nephew Edward Lewis 

was the beneficiary. (The value of the Susan Street house was not included in this valuation.  

The house and land at Susan Street was sold after Robert Vanderville’s death in 1880 for 

£300, Edward Lewis as the executor of the estate was responsible for the sale and presumably 

also inherited the proceeds although he may have distributed them amongst his siblings).
12

  

 

It is possible that Mary may have used her wealth on living expenses to support her invalid 

sister and herself.  Mary was responsible for her sister for over 10 years. As Sarah’s dementia 

progressed she may have required more intensive nursing – requiring Mary to hire someone to 

help her with managing her household.  This also may explain why Mary moved house every 

few years.  She may have needed to find accommodation which would cater for her sister’s 

deteriorating condition and allow for the use of a wheeled chair or other mobility aids that 

may have been required.   

 

The question also arises as to why Edward was the administrator of his Aunt Mary’s estate 

rather than her new husband Robert.  Mary had not drawn up a will and at the time of her 

death she was intestate.  The actual wording of the probate is:  

“29
th

 Jun, 1880.  This day upon Petition administration of the Estate and effects of 

Mary Vanderville late of Susan Street, Newtown widow deceased was granted to 

Edward Lewis nephew of deceased.  Intestate died 17
th

 August, 1875.  Goods 

sworn under £40.  Letters of administration deed 29
th

 June, 1880”
13

. 
 

From this information it would seem that Edward petitioned to be the administrator.  I suspect 

that Edward had kept in close touch with his Aunt Mary over the years.  He shows his respect 

for her wishes when he left his petition until after Robert Vanderville’s death in 1880.  
 

I thoroughly enjoyed delving into the lives of Thomas and Mary Sims.  And since I have 

gathered so much information I have decided to write a short history of their lives.  
  
For most of his time in the colony Thomas lived in the town of Sydney.  Researching his life 

has involved accessing research sources that were unfamiliar to me, and because there was 

more than one person with the name of Thomas Sims (Sym, Sim, Simms, Simes) and a 

variety of spellings of the name, in the colony, it has presented a number of challenges. 
 

The Story of Thomas Sims   - The evidence 
 

I have not been able to trace Thomas’ birth or family in England.  This story starts with his 

trial in England.   
 

Sims the convict 

From the Colonial Secretary’s papers Thomas Sims was a convict who came out on the 

“Fortune” in 1806 and worked as a carpenter.  Different sources have given a couple of 

different dates for his trial in London but included in these dates is 21st February 1805.  There 

was a trial in the Old Bailey on the 20th February 1805 involving Thomas Simms with a 

charge of theft.  The date of the trial as 20
th

 February 1805 is supported seven years later 

when Thomas is issued with his certificate of emancipation on the 21
st
 February 1812. 

                                                 
12

 NSW Dept of Lands L (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 206, No 162, Edward Lewis (Administrator) 

& Andrew Spithill, 1880 
13

 NSW Probate, No 4615, 29
th

 June 1880, Mary Vanderville. 
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Thomas was charged with stealing fabric to the value of £5 (amended to £9).  He was in 

company of another unnamed man who was not caught at the time of the theft.  The court 

considered that they had done the deed together and convicted Thomas Sims of the charge.  

He was sentenced to transportation for 7 years.  He was aged 34.
14

 

 

The Fortune left England on 28
th

 January 1806 and arrived in Port Jackson on 12
th

 July 1806, 

a journey of 165 days.  There were 260 males who boarded and 256 arrived in Australia.  At 

this point some uncertainty enters the picture.   

 

Thomas Sym labourer 

 

A Thomas Sym was employed by Gregory Blaxland (of Blue Mountains crossing fame) from 

27 Dec 1806 to 24 Nov 1807 for 14 weeks wages as a labourer at 7/6, total £5.5.0.  There was 

another record covering 3 Apr 1807 to 14 Sep 1808 for a total of £30.1.6
15

.  It is not known 

for certain who this Thomas Sym was or exactly what type of labour he was providing.  It 

would be unusual for a convict to be paid wages.  I have not been able to find a man by the 

name of Thomas Sims (or its variants), apart from the convict on the Fortune, who came to 

the colony prior to December 1806, either as a convict or free man. It should be noted 

however, that I have not been able to trace the origins of all the Thomas Sims who lived in 

Sydney in the early years.  This man probably was not the convict from the Fortune. He may 

have been a free setter, a former convict who had served his time, a man using an alias or a 

man who had changed his name.   

 

Thomas Sims carpenter 

 

Sometime after Thomas’s arrival in Sydney in 1806 he was sent to Newcastle.  At some point 

he met a woman by the name of Sarah Hall.  In Newcastle, Thomas was classified as a 

carpenter, we do not know if that was his trade before he left London but on 8
th

 June 1811 he 

was sent to Sydney where his carpentry skills were required.  Sarah Hall accompanied him as 

his “concubine”
16

.  There is a very interesting piece of surviving correspondence about 

Thomas, advising the Sydney authorities “that he will want a great deal of looking after as he 

is a most accomplished thief”
17

. 
   
The following was also written on 15

th
 July 1811 and sent to Sydney 

“Inclosed youl find a paper purporting to be the signature of one of the Gent of Yr 

office. Youl find (if I mistake not) that it is the signature of the manufacture of Tho
s 

Sims a carpenter lately gone from here it was given by him to a Sailor on the 

“Hamilton” that arrived yesterday.  One so good as to let me have the tone of this 

person he represents himself as Described in this paper should it turn out as I say it will 

necessitate in a punishment by ____ person to be sent to Macquarie River as I am sure 

he w
d 

 be better of there than close here”
18

.  

There is no record of Thomas being sent away from Sydney so one can only presume that 

Thomas’ carpentry work was satisfactory and he did not engage in further serious mischief. 

                                                 
14

 The Proceedings of the Old Bailey Ref: t18050220-63  

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/html_units/1800s/t18050220-63.html  (as Thomas Simms) 
15

   SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6043; [4/1727, p.196 (15 Nov 1807) & p.213 (14 Sep 1808)] Thomas Syms wages 
for labour 

16
   SRNSW: NRS 936, Reel 6003 [4/3492, p.10], Letter re Sims & Hall  

17
   SRNSW: NRS 897 Reel 6066 [4/1804  p 74], letter re Sims as a thief   

18
   SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6066 [4/1804, p.80], Sims accused of forgery  .   

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/html_units/1800s/t18050220-63.html
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Thomas and Sarah 
 

Sarah Hall, according to the records, was a convict sent out on the “Sydney Cove” in June 

1807 after a journey of 158 days. There were 4 males and 113 female convicts on board at the 

start of the journey with 3 women dying during the journey
19

.  Sarah was tried at Maidstone in 

Kent and was given a life sentence
20

.  I have no further information about her crime or her 

former life. 
 

On 18
th

 July 1811, Thomas and Sarah married at St Philips Church in Sydney.  On the church 

registration Thomas was recorded as a Bachelor and Carpenter and Sarah was recorded as a 

widow
21

.  Being a widow could perhaps give us a clue as to why she turned to crime to 

support herself.  Alternatively it could be an indication that Sarah was a married woman 

before she left England.  “Previously married convicts were permitted to remarry after seven 

years' separation as long as their spouse was abroad, even if they were still living. The 

Government encouraged marriage between convicts as it was seen as a means of rehabilitation 

and more desirable than common law relationships”
22

. On 21
st
 February 1812, Thomas was 

granted a certificate of emancipation at the end of his sentence
23

.   

 

In May 1812 a Thomas Sims is charged with stealing a pair of boots.  It could be Thomas 

Sims from the Fortune but there is no proof.  The only connection is that a visitor to Sims’ 

house who gave evidence at the trial is a James Pratt who was a fellow prisoner from the 

Fortune.  Sims’ woman is said to have accepted the boots as a payment of a debt owed by a 

lodger in their house, a John Burn.  Thomas Sims was acquitted of the charge
24

. 

 

Thomas Sims times three 

 

There are three different Thomas Sims in the 1814 general Muster of NSW.  Thomas Sims the 

Carpenter from the Fortune who is now free, Thomas Sims from the Duke of Portland 

(arrived 1807), a convict assigned to McGinnis; and Thomas Sims from the Earl Spencer 

(arrived October 1813), convict, boatman.  In the same Muster, Mary Cunningham per Speke, 

free, is wife to T Sims and Sarah Hall per Sydney Cove, Convict, wife to T Sims.  

 

Thomas Sims and court cases 

 

In the next few years there were a number of court cases involving Thomas Sims of Sydney.  

Some of these were related to a Thomas Sims a butcher who was living in a house with a 

slaughter yard opposite the burial ground on George Street (the burial ground is the present 

site of the Sydney Town Hall).  The butcher could be the convict who arrived on the Duke of 

Portland (27 July 1807), he was sentenced to a life sentence.  However since the butcher 

seems to have had considerable autonomy, owning property and running a business it seems 

unlikely.  Alternatively, perhaps the butcher is the Thomas Sym who worked for Gregory 

Blaxland as a labourer in 1807 and 1808.  I have not been able to be sure of the butcher’s 

origins but it is known that he married Mary Cunningham a convict in 1810
25

.  In some of the 

                                                 
19

   Cuthill, William J, The Convict Ship “Sydney Cove” http://www.greengold.com.au/brien/chapter3.htm  

sighted 2006 
20

   1811 General Muster of NSW, Norfolk Island and Van Diemens Land,  No 2506 
21

   BDM records Marriage V1811 230 5/1811 & V18111256 3A/1811 Sims & Hall 
22

    http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/res-10.html 
23

   SRNSW: NRS1165, Reel 601, [4/4427 COD18,  p 302], 21 Feb 1812 
24

   SRNSW: NRS 3397, Reel 658, [SZ773] 30 May 1812 Thomas Sims charged with stealing a pair of boots 
25

   NSW BDM V18101074 3A/1810 & V1810161 5/1810 

http://www.greengold.com.au/brien/chapter3.htm
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/convicts/res-10.html
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court cases mentioned above, the Thomas Sims is identified as a butcher in another as a dealer 

and some do not identify him by any profession.  However there are two cases involving 

Thomas Sims carpenter.   

 

The first case in July 1813 involves a debt Thomas Sims, carpenter, owed Henry Kable the 

younger.  This debt consisted of money owed for goods and for a promissory note dated 27
th

 

July 1812 drawn by Sims payable to Wm Gaudry or Bearer.  There was a balance of £9.16.3 

owing on the note.  Kable was seeking damages of £23.18.3 but was granted damages of 

£18.15.3 and Court costs of £4 .18.4. The execution of the order was delayed for a year but no 

reason was recorded for the delay
26

. 

 

The second case involves a house owned by Thomas Sims, carpenter in King Street and was 

held on Monday, 24
th

 January 1814.  

  

From the sworn evidence of Edward Quin: 

 

“I recollect selling a house and premises on King Street Sydney at the time occupied 

by Sims made on the application of Mr Robert Jenkins.  The premises were sold by 

me as the Provost Marshals officer for £50.  The Plaintiff, the then occupier was the 

purchaser.  They were sold about the beginning of October last.  It was sold at a fair 

sale.  There were no bidders but Sims – people thought it was hard that Sims should 

have to buy his house the second time”
27

.  

 

When Thomas Sims had bought the house - for the second time - in 1813 he paid £25 in cash 

and signed a promissory note for the other £25. 

 

What does this mean? 

 

To the best of my understanding it seems that Sims bought the house from William Gaudry but 

there seems to have been a mortgage secured by the property, which Gaudry did not discharge, 

after he sold it.  At some time there was a court case resulting in an order to sell the property. 

“By the allowance of the Court the order book of the Court is produced, the order for the sale 

for the premises is read”
28

.  Edward Eagar agent for Jenkins also offered the following 

evidence.  “The order was made for the sale of the house in question and another in order to 

satisfy and discharge a sum due from the defendant to the applicant and secured by deed of 

mortgage on the premises in question, of a date long prior to the sale of the house by Gaudry to 

Sims”
29

.  Gaudry was the defendant in the case and Jenkins the applicant.  I have not been able 

to locate the court case to which Edward Eagar refers. 

In an attempt to protect his rights at the public auction, Thomas Sims placed the following 

notice in the Sydney Gazette of 4
th

 September 1813
30

.  

“The Public are cautioned against purchasing a House No 2 King Street, Sydney, it 

being the property of the present occupier Thomas Sims, who does not intend to 

dispose of the same.  Thomas Sims.”   

                                                 
26

  SRNSW: NRS 2659, [5/1109], Case 230, 14 Jul 1813, Kable v Sims 
27

 SRNSW: NRS 2659, [5/1110], Case 114, 24 Jan 1814, Sims v Gaudry 
28

 SRNSW: NRS 2659, [5/1110], Case 114, 24 Jan 1814, Sims v Gaudry 
29

 Ibid  
30 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 4 September 1813, page 1 column 4, 

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628763) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628763
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The auction went ahead and the notice probably served its purpose of limiting competition 

because there were no serious bidders apart from Thomas Sims. He was successful in buying 

the home for the second time but he then took William Gaudry to Court
31

 seeking damages. 

Thomas was successful with Damages of £50.0.0 and Court costs of £7.16.10 awarded to him.  

 

There is another court case where Thomas Sims’ name is mentioned. In 1823 there was an 

important court case Larkins v Cavanagh.  In this case it mentions that sometime previously, 

Thomas Sims a builder bought a house in King Street once owned by Judith Simpson.  

Subsequently the Governor decided he wanted to widen King Street but Thomas Sims stopped 

the widening because it would have interfered with his house.  In the end the Governor agreed 

to compensate Sims for the loss of his cottage to the value of £300 spent on rebuilding it.  This 

result was cited as a legal precedent indicating that the occupiers owned their houses even 

though there were no actual deeds
32

.  It seems that the road widening took place in 1820 as there 

is a mention that William Hutchinson relinquished land in King Street for the purpose of 

enlarging that street.
33

 

 

Interestingly, there was also a Bench of Magistrates Case in 28 Feb 1818 where “A charge was 

exhibited by Judith Simpson against Thomas Sims for a forcible entry”
34

.  The case was 

dismissed against Sims because the court was of the opinion that the Magistrates didn’t have 

jurisdiction to interfere. There are no further details recorded as to why Thomas Sims was 

entering Judith Simpson’s house.  Indeed it is not certain to which Thomas Sims this case 

referred. Judith Simpson was a widow who seems to have been active in buying and selling 

properties in the early Sydney Town. 

 

In 1828 Thomas Sims was a member of a jury.  There was an article critical of the jury’s 

decision in The Australian newspaper
35

.  In response the members of the jury signed a letter 

addressed to the Editor of the Sydney Gazette critical 

of the article
36

. 

 

In January 1831
37

 Thomas Sims took Richard Naylor 

to court regarding his claim of insolvency.  It would 

appear that Mr Naylor had attempted to develop a 

public pleasure garden (in the grounds of his Cherry 

Inn on the Parramatta Road) in the manner of 

Vauxhall gardens in England. Interestingly this event 

was to have had fireworks and musical entertainment 

and puts me in mind of our current fascination of 

similar entertainment in modern day Sydney
38

. 

 

The evening’s entertainment was apparently vetoed 

                                                 
31

 SRNSW: NRS 2659, [5/1110], Case 114, 24 Jan 1814, Sims v Gaudry 
32

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6056, [4/1765 p 143a & 144], Compensation cited in Larkens v Cavenagh, 1823 
33

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6049, [4/1744, p.359], 1 June 1820; W Hutchinson land in Kings Street 
34

 SRNSW: NRS 3397, [SZ775 p.133], Reel 659, COD 236, 1818, Simpson v Sims 
35

 The Australian, Friday 21 November 1828, page 2, column 4,  (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article36865589) 
36 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Monday, 24 November 1828, page 3, column 5. To the 

Editor.  (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2191387) 
37 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Thursday 13 January 1831, page 2 column 1, 

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2198416) 
38 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Thursday 23 December 1830  Page 2 column 1, 

Advertisement (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2196842) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article36865589
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2191387
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2198416
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2196842
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by Governor Darling and notices cancelling it were only posted on the very day the event was 

to run.  Mr Naylor was at risk of a £50 fine and any persons attending his function would have 

been declared Rogues and Vagabonds which could have lead to gaol.  This resulted in Naylor 

becoming insolvent which resulted in the court action taken by Thomas Sims. A letter to the 

Editor of The Australian contrasted the prudish attitude to this event whilst the elite  allowed 

events such as horse racing, cockfighting and prize fighting to continue, which were past-

times they enjoyed.
39

 

 

Sarah’s death 

 

On 27
th

 December 1815, Sarah Sims dies.  Notes on her burial record, mention she was free 

and her age as 35
40

.  She was buried in the Sydney burial grounds in George Street. 

 

Sims the benefactor 

 

On 17
th

 February 1816, Thomas Sims, carpenter was recorded on a Waterloo Subscription list 

of Benefactors after donating £1.1.0
41

. 

   

There is another instance where Thomas Sims shows he was willing to support his friends.  In 

August 1821 Thomas Sims, carpenter of King Street pledged £20 surety for the appearance of 

Catherine Clarkson in court.  (Catherine’s husband Thomas also put up £40). On 10
th

 April 

1821 it was alleged that Mary Roach, a washerwoman (mother of three children and wife of 

Edward Roach a carpenter who was now a cripple) stole a bundle of dirty laundry from Henry 

Kitchen – a builder.  It appears that she took some of the goods to Catherine Clarkson who 

hid them.  These were recovered by the police from Clarkson’s residence.  Catherine Clarkson 

was married to Thomas Clarkson a baker of Hunter Street and a former convict who arrived 

on the “Alexander” in 1806.  Catherine was a free woman who travelled on the same ship 

with her husband.  Mary Roach was found guilty of the theft and was sent to Newcastle to 

serve her sentence.  Catherine was found guilty of receiving stolen goods and 5 years 

transportation was written on the sentence but she does not seem to have spent much time 

apart from her family as she is shown to still be living with them in the 1822 Muster.
42

 

  

In 1828 there is a further record of a Thomas Sims acting as a character reference for Jas 

Lees.  Lees was a carpenter who was implicated in the robbery of the Bank of Australia. 

James Gough a builder was called as a witness.  Interestingly Lees visited Gough who was in 

Sydney gaol for debt and tried to launder the money through him.  James Gough’s account of 

the meeting is worth reading as it gives some insight into how the debtor’s prison worked.  

Gough seems to have had access to his tools and a “boy” who was able to run messages 

outside for him.  I suspect debtors were given freedom to work off their debts, a bit like our 

former weekend detention system. (see transcript in “Sims Court & Land” document located 

where you got this file). 

 

                                                 
39

 The Australian,  Friday January 28 1831 p2 columns 3 & 4, Letter to the Editor (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article36863861) 
40

 NSW BDM Death ,V1815 389 7/1815 & V18153412 2B/1815, Sarah Sims  
41

 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday 17 February 1816, page 1 column 2 
(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2176552) 

42
 SRNSW: NRS 2703,Reel No 1975 [SZ793 pp 797 – 807]  Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, Information, 

depositions and related papers Jul – Aug 1821. King v Roach & Clarkson. 

 http://home.pacific.net.au/~merowley/clarkson/trial.html  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article36863861
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article36863861
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Confusion 

 

In 1817 the records of Thomas Sims the carpenter become more difficult to follow.  

According to the official records after 1817 it looks like the Thomas Sims from the Fortune is 

suddenly being sent to Newcastle, receiving floggings and escaping
43

.  There is no evidence 

of Thomas Sims the carpenter being convicted of any crime to warrant this punishment.  

However in 1817 another Thomas Sims arrived in Australia on the “Fame” who is recorded as 

a sawyer
44

.  I believe the Thomas Sims from the Fame is being wrongly recorded on some of 

the surviving records as being from the Fortune.  (For the FAME Sims this could have been a 

useful move because his bad behaviour and punishments would not show up on his own 

records). The records are confused and conflicting; for example in September 1818 a Thomas 

Sims is punished at Newcastle
45

.  In January to March 1819 Thomas Sims the builder is paid 

£45.1.0 from the Police fund after repairing watch houses
46

 and by 10
th

 April 1819 records 

show, Thomas Sims of the Fortune is absconding from Newcastle again
47

.  It would seem 

reasonable that these actions must have been carried out by different men.  It would be 

unlikely that an escaped convict would have been employed and paid to repair police 

facilities. 

 

Refer to the appendix of this history which summarises most of the confusing events. 

 

Thomas the carpenter at Parramatta 

 

In November 1821 Thomas Sims the carpenter/builder is working at Parramatta.  Henry G 

Douglass MD, JP (Surgeon and Magistrate) wrote a letter to Frederick Goulburn the Colonial 

Secretary making enquiries about Thomas Sims who was doing some work in the area.  Dr 

Douglass was a very influential man who arrived with his family in May 1821 and was placed 

in charge of the Parramatta Hospital and appointed Superintendent of the Female Factory.  

Apparently he had asked to see Thomas’ certificate of emancipation and Thomas had told him 

it was lost.  Douglass would have been careful to make sure any people employed in his 

jurisdiction were not escaped convicts as he would have been mindful of his position and not 

willing to see the law broken.  There had also been mention over the past year, of Thomas 

Sims, sawyer, -escaped convict- in the Sydney Gazette.
48

 

 

The colonial secretary replied  

“I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 20
th

 Instant.  In reply I have the 

honor to inform you that Thomas Sims arrived by the Fortune (1) was tried at London 9 

January 1805, and sentenced to transportation for Seven Years, he is consequently free 

                                                 
43

 SRNSW: NRS 937, Reel 6005; [4/3497 p 145]  & NRS 899 Reel 6023; [4/1718 p 59 & 69]; Floggings of 

Thomas Sims 
44

 We actually have a description of  Thomas Sims from the FAME. In 1822 he was convicted of stealing a saw 

from Daniel Derin Mathew SRNSW: NRS 898, Reel 6023 [X820 p 71], and on  12
th

 Jan 1826 the following 

description was published in the Sydney Gazette page 4  after he had escaped “Absconded Simms Thomas, 

Fame, a sawyer 5ft 9 Grey brown hair, fair ruddy complexion.  From Hyde Park barracks.  Committed in 

1822 of stealing a saw of Mr Matthews.” 
45

 SRNSW: NRS 898, Reel 6023; [4/1718 p.69], Thomas Sims punished 
46

 SRNSW: NRS 899, Reel 6038; [SZ1044, p 53], Thomas Sims paid for repairs 
47 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday 10 April 1819, page 1, column 1, 

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2178682) 
48  Ibid, Saturday 13 May 1820, page 1, column 4, (http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2179447) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2178682
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2179447
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by Servitude and has obtained a Certificate to that Effect, but if he is now without one, 

he had better be passed to this Office to receive a Duplicate”
49

.   

 

Note that there is no mention here of further criminal activity which supports my argument 

about their being another Thomas Sims who was being punished at Newcastle and Port 

Macquarie. 

 

1822 Muster 

 

In the 1822 muster Thomas Sims of the Fortune has double entries but both entries appear to 

refer to the same person, the former convict
i
.  In the first he is reported as employed at Sydney 

Gaol in the second he is recorded as a carpenter living in Sydney. There were no other 

Thomas Sims recorded in this Muster.  A convict, Thomas Bainbridge, who arrived on the 

convict ship Lord Sidmouth in1819, is working for a T Sims of Sydney in the 1822 muster 

and also in 1824 after he received his ticket of leave. In October 1822, Thomas Sims of King 

Street received an assigned convict by the name of James Hardwick
50

.  James seems to have 

been a bit of a hard case and by 1824 he was reassigned to another supervisor.  James was 

called a gambler and cheat in a letter from a citizen written in July 1824
51

.  

 

There were various court cases involving Thomas Sims (Simms) in the Governor’s Court.  

Cases in this venue usually involved smaller amounts of money that the Court of Civil 

Jurisdiction.  In some of these cases the Thomas Sims was identified as a carpenter.  In the 

first case in 1816 Thomas was seeking payment from a Jane Duff, a singlewoman, who would 

not honour a promissory note for £12
52

.  In the remaining cases Thomas was the one who was 

not paying his debts.  In 1822, a carpenter named Daniel Tindal had helped Thomas with 

carpentry work on a Chapel in Macquarie Street, amongst other jobs and was seeking £10. 

Thomas had to pay £5.5.0 and costs of £2.4.6
53

.  Thomas also owed Henry Kitchen, another 

builder who was seeking £50, for work he had done on the Chapel in Macquarie Street 

amongst other projects.  Thomas settled before the court case was finalised
54

.  

 

The Chapel in Macquarie Street mentioned above is probably the Wesleyan Chapel in 

Macquarie Street, Parramatta
ii
 which explains why Thomas was working in Parramatta in 

1821 when Dr Douglass made enquiries regarding his civil status.   

 

This chapel has an interesting story. In December 1820 Governor Macquarie had granted 53½ 

square perches
55

 of land in Macquarie Street in Parramatta to the Wesleyan missionary Walter 

Lawry who planned to erect the first Wesleyan chapel at Parramatta
56

. The Governor was a 

great believer in the civilizing power of religion to change the lawless elements in the colony.  

He encouraged all to attend services and was ecumenical in the denominations he encouraged.  

The building was completed in a relatively short time with the opening occurring on Good 

Friday in 1821
57

. It was not a very large building having dimensions of 24 feet in width and 

                                                 
49

 SRNSW: NRS 937, Reel 6008, [4/3504A, p 109], Letter re Thomas Sims of Fortune (1) being free, 1821 
50

 SRNSW: NRS 1192, Fiche 3290; [4/4570D, p 54], Assigned convict James Hardwick 
51

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6060; [4/1776 pp.39-39b], 7 Jul 1824, letter re James Hardwick 
52

 SRNSW: NRS 4563, [4/7861], Case 800, 17 December 1816, Sims v Duff 
53

 SRNSW: Governor’s Court; NRS 4563, [4/7863] Case 365, 22 Nov 1821, Tindale v Sims 
54

 SRNSW: Governor’s Court NRS 4563, [4/7864], Case 406, 29 January 1822,   Kitchen v Sims 
55

 SRNSW: Fiche 3265; [4/7576 p 5] On return of allotments in the town of Parramatta 
56

 SRNSW: NRS 897, Reel 6050; [4/1746 pp 120-120a], Land for chapel at Parramatta 
57

 http://www.nswlocalhistory.com.au/wlmmpark.htm 

http://www.nswlocalhistory.com.au/wlmmpark.htm
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41 feet in length
58

.  There were considerable problems with the financing of the building 

works.  The missionaries raised funds but the builder’s estimate of the costs were only one 

third of the final figure
59

.  The missionaries firstly asked for a grant of 500 acres and 20 cows 

and calves so they had an income to pay off the debt but the land grant was insufficient for the 

number of cattle so they endeavoured to borrow £1000 from London but were prevented from 

doing so by regulations
60

.  Eventually they were granted additional land which seems to have 

solved the problem
61

. 
 

The original chapel soon proved to be too small and in 1839 a larger building was erected in 

its place and this later served as a hall.  In 1883 a tender was called for the building of the 

current Methodist Church now known as the Leigh Memorial Uniting Church
62

. 
 

I don’t know if Thomas Sims was the principal builder of this chapel.  If he was, he caused 

considerable problems for the missionaries over the finances.  We don’t know why the 

building costs trebled but it could be due to the committee factor where too many people 

become involved in the plans and they keep changing the requirements. The delay in paying 

for the building of the Chapel would explain why Thomas was being taken to Court over non 

payment of his bills at this time (the cases of Tindale in 1821 and Kitchen in 1822). Indeed 

the case with Henry Kitchen mentions that Kitchen was required to value the work done by 

Thomas Sims on the chapel and another property.  From this document we know Sims’ work 

on the chapel was valued at £396.13.10.
63

 

 

Mary Frederick 

 

Mary arrived in the colony from England with her parents and sister and brother in 1803
64

 on 

the Glatton as Settlers.  Little is known about her life until she married.  There is a mention of 

a Mary Frederick in the Sydney Gazette as boarding the Dundee in 1808 (a Richard Frederick 

was also listed as leaving the colony).  The Dundee was wrecked at the entrance to the Hunter 

River (near present day Newcastle) in July 1808 before leaving Australian water for Fiji.
 65

  It 

is unlikely that this Mary Frederick was Christopher Frederick’s daughter because she would 

only have been a child in 1808.  

 

In the 1822 General Muster Mary Frederick who arrived on the Glatton was reported as 

working as a house keeper in Sydney.
66

 (She was also wrongly recorded as Free by servitude) 

 

Thomas and Mary 

 

On 11 September 1823 Thomas finally decided it was time to replace his lost Certificate of 

Emancipation.  He made a declaration regarding its loss
67

 and the original record of his 

                                                 
58

 http://www.hawkesburyhistory.org.au/members/macq_miller.html 
59

 SRNSW: NRS 899, Fiche 3055; [4/1832, p.410], Parramatta chapel under financed 
60

 SRNSW: Fiche 3265; [7/318.2A p.4] 
61

 SRNSW: NRS 937, Reel 6010; [4/3507 p.74], Parramatta chapel financed by additional land grant 
62

 http://www.ohta.org.au/confs/Sydney/LEIGHMEMORIALUNITING.html 
63

 SRNSW: Governor’s Court; NRS 4563, [4/7864], Case 406, 29 Jan 1822,   Kitchen v Sims 
64

 Historical Records of Australia Series 1, Volume 3, page 534 
65

 Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Sunday 28 August 1808, page 2 column 1, 

(http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article627575) 
66

 Ancestry.com. New South Wales and Tasmania, Australia Convict Musters, 1806-1849 [database on-line]. 

HO 10/36. General Muster 1822 
67

 SRNSW: NRS 898, Reel 6026, [4/1713, pp. 141-142], Request for replacement of Certificate of 

Emancipation, 1823 

http://www.hawkesburyhistory.org.au/members/macq_miller.html
http://www.ohta.org.au/confs/Sydney/LEIGHMEMORIALUNITING.html
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article627575
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Certificate was annotated with a message stating that a replacement has been issued
68

.  

Probably Thomas was motivated to clarify his status by his intention of marrying Mary 

Frederick. They married at St Johns Parramatta on 2
nd

 February 1824.  Witnesses were 

Thomas Gilbert and Derrak Finger.
69

.  

 

In 1824 and 1825 two more men by the name of Thomas Sims arrived in the colony via the 

convict ships Countess of Harcourt and Hercules. 

 

Thomas Sims and Land grants 

 

In 1818 a Thomas Sims was on a list of people who were to be granted some land.  50 acres 

was written on the record.  This is probably represented by 40 acres granted in the Illawarra 

region to a Thomas Simms that year
70

.  In April 1825 the land of T Sims in the Illawarra was 

surveyed by Surveyor J McBrien
71

.  I don’t think this is Thomas Sims the builder.  However, 

the Thomas Sims who was permitted to cut cedar in the Illawarra in January 1822 was 

probably Thomas the builder
72

.  It seems that builders were given permits to cut timber in this 

region.  Henry Kitchen, a builder with whom Thomas Sims did some work, was granted 

permission to cut cedar in the Illawarra in 1821
73

.  

 

In June 1824 there is a memorial from Thomas Sims to Governor Lord Brisbane asking for a 

grant of land
74

.  This is unlikely to be the same Thomas who received the land in the Illawarra 

as he mentions in the memorial that he has not received any earlier grants.  This memorial 

was probably from Thomas the carpenter/builder as he mentions being recently married to a 

colonial born woman.  While Mary was not really born in the colony she did arrive as a very 

young child.  Thomas was granted 100 acres and in 1827 the land was surveyed at Pitt Town.   

We don’t know if he ever did much with this land – perhaps he used it as a source of wood for  

his building work- but in 1840 this land grant was reissued to John Grono whose family had 

been farming adjoining blocks of ground
75

.   

 

In 1828 Thomas and Mary Sims were living at King Street according to the Muster of that 

year. Thomas had two young convict carpenters, James Hodge and John McCassy, working 

for him at this time.
iii

  

 

People had been trading properties in the town of Sydney for many years but they never had 

title to the land, it was held under a lease agreement.  In 1839 Governor Gipps undertook land 

reform in the colony.  Thomas was issued a Grant to cover the land he had occupied for many 

years at 2 King Street.  It was for Allotment number 26, Section number 25 and consisted of a 

slightly irregular block of land with an area of about 7 (square) perches.
76

 

 

                                                 
68

 SRNSW: NRS 1165, Reel 601, [4/4427,  p 302] COD18; 21 Feb 1812. Annotated on 19 Sept 1823 
69

 BDM NSW: Marriage,  V18243281 3B/1824 
70

 SRNSW: NRS 1220, Fiche 3266; [9/2652, p.47], Illawarra land grant 
71

 http://www.michaelorgan.org.au/ilchron1.htm 
72

 SRNSW: NRS 937, Reel 6008; [4/3504A, p 371], Sims permission to cut trees in Illawarra, 30 Jan 1822 
73

 SRNSW: NRS 937, Reel 6008, [4/3504A, p.418] Henry Kitchen permission to cut trees 
74

 SRNSW: NRS 899, Fiche 3110; [4/1839B No 898, pp 727-30], Thomas Sims Memorial, 1824 
75

 SRNSW: NRS 907, Reel 1182 [2/7971], Sims’ Land Grant, 1834-1839.  Reel 1134, [2/7871], Grono, John, 

1829-1841 
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 NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Grant, Town Grant 3, No 47, to Sims at Kings St, 
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Thomas had previously (1831 and 1835)
77

 taken mortgages on this land at Kings Street for 

periods of one year, probably to finance his business.  There is also a record of a Thomas 

Sims being paid the sum of £21 the results of a sale of land on the Liverpool Rd near the 

Burwood Estate.  It appears that this sale was made to settle a debt between Thomas Burdekin 

(a merchant) and Thomas Sims (once again it is not clear which Thomas Sims).
78

  Thomas 

Sims, Builder appears in the NSW Calendar & General Post Office Directory of 1833 (and 

again in 1836) and his address is recorded as 2 King Street, Sydney. 

 

In 1834 the following Notice appeared in the newspaper confirming that Thomas would be 

granted the land where his house in town was situated.
79

 (Notice that the date of the 

commencement was backdated by 11 years). 

Thomas Simms, Ac. 0, 0r. 7p bounded on the north by King-street east, on the 

west by allotments Nos. 37 and 1. Quit rent 3s. 6d. per annum, commencing 1st 

July, 1823.  

In 1839 Thomas was officially granted his land at King St, Sydney
80

.  It was probably not a 

coincidence that his land grant at Pitt Town was given up around this time.  He may have had 

to make a choice between his town block and his country block.  The 100 acres at Pitt Town 

was subsequently granted to John Grono in 1840.  

 

Thomas and the Government 

 

In October 1840 Thomas Sims wrote to Governor Gipps.  In this letter Thomas identified 

himself as a builder living in King Street.  Thomas and Mary’s niece Elizabeth (Betsy) Lewis 

had in August that year been convicted for Larceny.  Since her trial had taken place in Sydney 

it would seem that she was living in Town when the incident took place.  The chances are 

good that she was under her Aunt and Uncle’s care at this time.  Elizabeth had three witnesses 

who appeared against her and there is a note on the record that she “will find her own” 

witnesses.  She was found guilty at her trial with 6 months labour at Sydney Gaol with a 

period of time every 4 weeks in solitary confinement.  Thomas’s letter was an attempt to get 

her out of the solitary confinement.  It would seem there was not much doubt about her guilt 

in her Uncle’s mind.  His plea to ease the conditions of her sentence seemed to rely more on 

the embarrassment of her family.  “Your Petitioner deeply feels the disgrace his niece has 

bought on himself wife and neighbours, but he trusts to the mercy of your Excellency”
81

.  

Unfortunately for Betsy, Governor Gipps declined to make any changes to the sentence.   

 

It seems that the conditions in the Sydney Gaol at this time were not good.  There was a short 

article about the Gaol conditions in the Sydney Gazette on the day following her sentence. 

 

Present – Mr Charles Smith, butcher, George Street, on Monday 

last, presented two quarters of beef to the confines in the Sydney 

                                                 
77

 NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Memorial, Book D  No 439, Mortgage of 2 Kings St, 

to Sir John Jamison, 1831 & Lease, Book H, No 670, Sims to Plomer, 1835 
78

 NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds),, Conveyance, Book H, No 740, Sims to Burdekin 
79

 The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, Saturday 13 December 1834  Page 4 columns 3 & 4, 
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Gaol.  Mr Smith may rely on having the thanks of many a half 

starved wretch.  Presents of this description are marks of true 

generosity, and cannot be too much applauded, as the rations 

allowed to the prisoners are very small indeed.
82

 

 

Betsy seems to have suffered no long term damage from this incident. She appears to have 

returned to her parent’s farm because, in May 1842, she married David Parker at Castlereagh 

and they subsequently had 12 children. 

 

In May 1841 Thomas Sims again wrote to Governor Gipps. In this letter he identifies himself 

as living in King Street – there is no mention of him being a builder.  This would probably 

indicate that he had retired some time between October of the proceeding year, and May 1841.  

Thomas appears to have been mixing in elevated circles at this time because he mentions he is 

“particularly well known to His Excellency Sir Maurice O’Connell” to support his application 

for a girl from the Orphan School to be assigned to his family so they can train her to be a 

housemaid
83

. According to a notation made on the letter, Thomas was to be sent instructions 

on the appropriate manner to apply for such assistance. 

 

There was another interesting letter which has appeared in the Colonial Secretary’s 

correspondence regarding Thomas Sims.  The letter originated from the Agent for 

Immigration who had received a request regarding whether Thomas Sims, Builder of King 

Street was still alive.  The agent’s reply was sent to HM Secretary of State.  This request was 

most likely made from the Colonial Office in London.  At this stage there is no indication as 

to why the request was made.  The agent replied on 28 September 1852 that “he appears to be 

still in the enjoyment of good health for a person of his advanced years”
84

 

   

Other insights into the life of Thomas Sims 

 

There are a few other hints about the lifestyle of Thomas Sims the man.  In the following 

advertisements Thomas appears to be well acquainted with some of the finer accessories of an 

up and coming gentleman. 

 

 
85

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
82
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FOUR DOLLARS REWARD 

 

LOST, on Saturday Morning last, between Sydney and 

Liverpool, a TOPAZ STONE, engraved with a Crest, a 

Unicorn's Head, between two Plumes. Any person bringing it 

to Mr. CLEGG, on the Liverpool Road, or to Mr.SIMS, King-

street, will be paid the above Sum for their trouble.  
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Unfortunately in both these we have no record on whether the lost items were ever returned. 
 

I also found it interesting to read the newspaper account of the two instances where Thomas 

Sims felt his dignity was being abused and he endeavoured to have the matters brought to the 

attention of the police.  In each case the Magistrate Mr Windeyer dismissed the case and 

Thomas was ridiculed in the subsequent newspaper accounts. 
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From the description given in the newspaper accounts it makes you wonder if Thomas was 

retuning home from a good night out after having drunk a little too much. 
 

It would seem that a year later Thomas was still having troubles with his neighbours. 
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ONE POUND REWARD 

STOLEN from my premises, King -street, a Pinchback 

Watch, with Gold Seal and Key attached, maker's name 

Wright, Ratcliffe Highway, London. I hereby offer One 

Pound reward for the recovery of the Watch, and Two 

Pounds on conviction of the thief. 

 

4930    THOMAS SIMS.  

No. 2, King-street. 

A charge was yesterday preferred at the Police-office by Mr. Thomas Sims, a 

builder residing in King-street, against Frederick Stannard, the holder of a ticket 

of leave, for insulting him, and impeding his progress in the street about 12 

o'clock, on the night of Thursday last as he was proceeding home. From the 

evidence, however of, a private watchman, named Groom, the affair was 

represented in a very different light, for he deposed that Stannard civilly offered 

to conduct him safely home, when he began to abuse him, threatened to have his 

ticket of leave taken away from him, and desired the constable to take him and 

the person with whom he was in company in charge, which latter Groom refused 

to do. Mr. Windeyer dismissed the case, remarking that it was as disgraceful a 

one as had ever come under his cognisance, and the conduct of the complainant 

towards the Bench, not being of the most respectful kind, he was after repeated 

cautions to withdraw quietly, forcibly thrust out of the office. Mr. S. departed in 

high dudgeon, loudly vociferating his intention of forwarding the case for the 

consideration of a higher authority, a species of affront, which men of weak 

minds not unfrequently bestow towards those, who have a sufficient sense of 

propriety to refuse to pander to their folly. 
 

 

Mr. Thomas Sims, of King-street who has, he says, received several abusive 

letters and been otherwise ill-treated by some people who have conspired to 

annoy him, yesterday applied to Mr. Windeyer for a warrant against a 

shopkeeper in King-street for throwing stones at him in the street. The complaint 

was not entertained, and Mr. S. remarked that he should smash in the windows, 

in future, of the wag, who, he said, calls this sort of work "a lark."  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12874738
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12874775
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2216616
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2197842
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King Street Leases 

 

In 1842 there is a Lease on the dwelling at No 2 King Street.  It appears that Edward Dormer 

O’Reilly a solicitor has been renting the house, or part of the house for some time and a 7 year 

lease was registered in 1842 at a rent of £130 pa.
89

  This lease could indicate that the Sims 

family was no longer living at 2 King Street at this time. 

By 1844-45 Thomas was most certainly retired because in the City of Sydney Directory he is 

no longer listed as a builder but rather a landholder in King Street. 

 

In 1851, Thomas and Mary Sims acquired Christopher Frederick’s land at Castlereagh in 

exchange for looking after Christopher in his old age
90

.  Mary sold her father’s land that same 

year to a relative John Parker
91

.  Thomas was not a party to the sale. Mary had the assistance 

of Augustus Hayward a neighbour and attorney as her trustee to oversee her interests.  It was 

a condition of the sale by Christopher Frederick to his daughter that the property be for her 

benefit. This could have been an important condition because a married woman lost most of 

her rights to own property and to have independent finances once married.  Without this 

condition Thomas could legally have taken control of the sale and the finances.   

 

There is a lovely clause in the Deed of the resale of the land to John Parker.”…that it shall be 

lawful to and in the power of the said Christopher Frederick living the term of his natural life 

to reside upon the land and hereditaments hereby appointed and released and to receive and 

take the rents issues and profits thereof to and for his own use and benefit…”  This clause 

indicates to me that Christopher Frederick could continue to receive the rental payments on 

the land for the rest of his life.  The property had formerly been rented to David Parker, the 

husband of Christopher’s granddaughter Betsey Lewis (and John Parker’s son).  This might 

explain why the 60 acres was originally valued at £150 in the deed for the land from 

Frederick to Sims but in the Deed from Sims to Parker the land was only valued at £120.  The 

difference of £30 might have been to accommodate this clause, it was possibly a concession 

that Mary made to please her father. Christopher died around a year after the transfer of his 

land to Mary.  

 

At the time of his death in 1853 Thomas’s address is given as 126 King St Sydney
92

.  The 

move to No 126 may date from the time Christopher came to stay with them.  The property at 

No 2 Kings Street was at the industrial end of the street and may not have been suitable for 

such an elderly man. There is no evidence that they owned 126 King Street.  I suspect that 

Thomas found it was more economic to rent his property at 2 King Street to tenants and pay 

rent himself at 126 King Street.  Perhaps this was a more suitable home for people who were 

getting on in years, possibly having fewer stairs.  Alternatively it might have been a quieter 

locale.  The house at No 2 King Street was close to the wharf and workshops.  A hint of a 

reason might be given in the following letter written on May 15
th

 1830 by Francis Greenway 

“The corner of Kent and King Street was commonly known as 'Dust Hole Run' - being a very 

steep slope to the cliffs at the waters edge where refuse is dumped”.
93

 A location at 126 King 

                                                 
89

 NSW Department of Lands (General  Register of Deeds), Lease, Book 1, No 774, Sims to O’Reilly, 1842 
90

 NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 20, No 377, Frederick & Sims, 1851   
91

 NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds),  Conveyance, Book 21 No 75, Sims to Parker, 1851  
92

  Sydney Morning Herald, 29
th

 Aug 1853, page 8 column 2   
93

  THE GREENWAY DOCUMENTS, MSQ397 Australian Chronology, Francis Greenway (Architect) 1825 

Dixson private manuscripts and letters. 

 http://warrenfahey.com/Sydney-Folklore/SECTION-14/sfp-section-14-observations.html   

http://warrenfahey.com/Sydney-Folklore/SECTION-14/sfp-section-14-observations.html
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St might have been more genteel.  “King Street, in the city centre, was the fashionable street 

and, at one stage, housed the smart oyster bars”
94

. 

 

After Thomas’ death in 1853, Mary inherited his estate which was valued under £50 at the 

time of probate
95

. This valuation did not include the value of his house and land. After 

Thomas’s death in 1853, Mary leased the house for 5 years to John Baker Smithers a Tailor 

and Draper who was intending to use the premises as a place of business
96

.  It appears that 

Augustus Hayward and William Roberts were also renting part of the property at this time but 

it only needed the agreement of William Roberts for the lease to proceed which probably 

indicates that Augustus Hayward was being replaced by Mr Smithers.   

 

This lease had a sketch which indicated that only a small portion of the yard was included in 

the lease.  Mary was to retain use of part of the back yard – there may have been a smaller 

dwelling behind the main house in which Mary was living or the yard may have still been 

used for carpentry purposes via an unregistered lease, (perhaps to William Roberts).  From the 

Smithers lease document we know that the main house consisted of 6 rooms and was about 

36½ feet wide by 21 feet deep.  From the original grant deed we know the land had a 44 foot 

frontage to King Street and was about 47 feet deep with an area of 7 (square) perches. I have 

also tried locating this property in the records of Sydney Council which was formed in 1846.  

It has not been easy to identify the property as no house numbers were used in the Council 

records and the name of Sims did not appear as either owner or lessee.  However in the 

Dove’s Plans of Sydney maps of 1880 I believe I have located the property which at that time 

had a 2 storey house on it.  The property no longer exists as there have been extensive road 

changes in the area but its location would have been behind the present Darling Harbour 

(Barangaroo) passenger terminal.  

 

In 1859 Mary sold the property at 2 King St Sydney for £3000 to Andrew Leneham Esq of 

Castlereagh St Sydney
97

.  She would have moved from 126 King St by 1861, as Council 

records show John T Neal owned it and it was a Public house
98

. 

 

Sometime after selling her former home it appears that Mary moved to the Enmore area.  She 

was not very settled because she changed her residence every few years. At this stage I don’t 

know whether she owned all these houses or whether she rented.  There is no record of a sale 

of any property until she sold the Cowper St Marrickville house in 1870
99

 and she then moved 

to Wellington St Newtown which she sold in 1874
100

 after her sister Sarah’s death in 1871.  

She then bought in Susan Street Newtown. Mary married Robert Vanderville in March 1875 

and died in August of that year.  Robert remained living in the Susan Street house until his 

death in 1880.  Edward Lewis, Mary’s nephew was granted administration of her estate.  He 

sold the Susan Street house in August for £300
101

. 
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  http://warrenfahey.com/Sydney-Folklore/SECTION-14/sfp-section-14-SAYINGS.html 
95

  SRNSW: NRS 13660, Probate Packet Series 1 number 2728, Thomas Sim (or Sims) Sydney  
96

  NSW Department of Lands (General Register of Deeds), Lease, Book 28 No 911, Sims to Smithers, 1853 
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  NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 69, No 48, Sims to Lenehan, 1859 
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  Sydney City Council Archives, Assessment Books, Bourke Ward ,1861. 
99

  NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 119 No 605, Sims to Miles, 1870 
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  NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 143 No 914, Sims to Bergin, 1874 
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  NSW Dept of Lands (Gen Reg of Deeds), Conveyance, Book 206, No 162, Edward Lewis (Administrator) & 
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The Sands Directory evidence for Mary Sims’ residences
102

 
 

There are records of Mrs Sims from 1863 in the then, outer suburbs of Sydney. 

1861 – no Mary Sims 

1863   Simms, M.  Mrs.  Enmore-Road 

1864 & 1865  Sims, Mrs Mary, Cooper-Street, Enmore  

1865 & 1866  Sims, Mrs, Stanmore, Marrickville  (This is probably a different Mrs Sims) 

1866 Sims, Mrs 120 Palmer Street, Newtown   

1867   Sims, Mrs Mary, Addison Rd, Marrickville 

1868-1870 Sims Mrs, Cowper St Marrickville (Mary owned this house) 

1871  Simms, Mary, Wellington St, Newtown (Mary owned this house) 

1873 Simons(sic), Mary, Mrs Wellington St, Newtown 

1875 Vanderville, R. Susan St Newtown  (Mary owned this house) 

1877 Vandervord (sic) ,  __ Susan St Newtown 

1879  Vanderville, R, Susan St Newtown 

1880  Vanderville, Robert, Susan St Newtown 

 

The summary version. What do we know about Thomas? 

 

He was born about 1772 -3, probably in England.  In 1805 he was in the company of a man 

who stole fabric - 26 yards of Irish cloth and 14 yards of printed calico to the value of £9.  

From the court case it would appear that Thomas and his partner in crime were not from the 

lowest orders of society.  They bought and paid for a brandy and water at the Castle and 

Falcon and the shopkeeper who owned the fabric saw them as reasonable clients although he 

was somewhat cautious about making sure he did not leave them in possession of his goods 

until they were paid for.  The crime was a cleverly executed con by two smooth operators.  It 

is not stated as to how Thomas was caught.  At the trial he was represented by a lawyer Mr 

Knapp.  This may indicate that he had access to sufficient funds to pay for Knapp’s services. 

Thomas was found guilty -by association- for the theft and was transported for 7 years to New 

South Wales on the Fortune. 

 

He was considered a scoundrel and forger by the authorities in Newcastle where he was first 

sent after arriving in the colony.  He was certainly able to read and write (his forgery was 

considered to be very good and the Newcastle authorities warned those in Sydney to be aware 

of his skill.  Also his literacy is shown later in life when he signed various lease documents 

and his notice in the newspaper warning off competing buyers for his house was well written). 

He met and lived with a fellow convict named Sarah Hall and they were both sent to Sydney.  

Thomas was classified as a carpenter by the authorities.  There is no indication of where he 

got his training in this trade.  We don’t know if he worked as a carpenter in England or if he 

was trained in the colony. 

 

In Sydney he appears to have acquitted himself well and not got into further serious trouble.   

He married Sarah, completed his sentence and earned enough to purchase a house in King 

Street.  Unfortunately for him this house had an undischarged mortgage on it.  Eventually 

Thomas had to re-buy his house for £50 and go to court to seek redress for his losses.  He 

successfully recouped his money. 
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Sarah died aged 35 and now single again Thomas continued to build his business.  He had 

convicts working for him at different times.  He was involved in various civil court cases to 

recover money he was owed or to defend himself when he was accused of owing money.   

 

He worked for the Government repairing watch houses and building at Sydney Gaol.  He was 

also involved in building the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Parramatta which is probably 

where he met Mary Frederick.  Around this time he was also under pressure from the 

authorities who wanted to resume his home to widen King Street.  This eventuated in Thomas 

having Government funding to the value of £300 to rebuild his home at King Street with a 

more favourable street alignment.  It is probable this house had a second storey and possibly 

contained up to six rooms. 

 

In 1824 when Thomas was about 52 years old he married Mary Frederick who was aged 

about 23. After making a petition, Thomas was granted 100acres of land at Pitt Town near 

Windsor which wasn’t surveyed until 1827.   

 

In 1839-1840 Thomas handed back his Windsor land grant in exchange for the land in King 

Street where his house was located. 

 

Thomas and Mary probably accommodated their nieces and nephews (the children of Sarah 

and George Lewis) at their home over the years. In 1840 young Elizabeth (Betsey) Lewis was 

charged with larceny and subsequently gaoled.  Thomas unsuccessfully appealed to the 

Governor to reduce the severity of the sentence.  In 1841 Thomas again wrote to Governor 

Gipps seeking leave to hire a girl from the orphan school to train as a housemaid.  He was 

probably retired by this time and in his letter he mentions about his connection to higher 

echelons of society.  We don’t know if this connection directly resulted from his former 

business as a builder or if it was more of a social connection. In my imagination I can see 

Thomas enjoying the society of a gentlemen’s club in his retirement but there is currently no 

evidence of such a connection. 

 

Thomas leased out the King Street house in 1842 and this probably signals that they had 

moved home to another location.  Some time over the next few years Mary’s father 

Christopher Frederick came to live with them.  Christopher was an elderly man but only about 

12 years older than his son-in-law, Thomas.  By 1851 the family had moved to 126 King 

Street which was closer to the amenities and away from the industrial end of town. 

 

Christopher died in 1852 aged 91 and the following year Thomas also died, aged 80. Thomas 

willed his property to his “dear wife Mary” on the proviso she did not remarry. Thomas was 

buried in the Camperdown cemetery. In the year before his death enquiries were being made 

about Thomas Sims from the (Colonial?) Secretary of State questioning if he was still alive.  

Further research will be needed to find out the reason for this enquiry. 

 

Mary Frederick’s Summary 

 

We know very little about Mary’s early life.  She was born about 1801, most likely in 

England, and travelled to Australia with her family on the Glatton in 1803 as free settlers.  

Her father was issued with a grant of land at Castlereagh on the Nepean River and presumably 

she spent most of her early life living on the family farm.  Her sister Sarah was about 14 years 

her senior and had married George Lewis in 1808 and may have lived in Sydney until 1816 

when George was granted land at Castlereagh not far from his Father-in-law’s land grant.  In 
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fact the Lewis family may not have moved to Castlereagh until 1818 as this was when George 

sold his house in Sydney. We don’t know for sure, but it is possible that Mary spent some 

time at her sister’s home especially when Sarah required help with her babies.  It does not 

appear that Mary had much formal education.  She was unable to sign her name on any of the 

lease and sale documents she made later in her life. She did sign the petition to the Governor 

in 1858 when she was requesting the discharge of her sister from the asylum.  The signature is 

crude indicating her lack of writing skills.  

 

In 1822 she was working as a House Keeper in Sydney.
103

 Some time prior to February 1824 

she met Thomas Sims. It is not known how they met I can think of a few possibilities. Perhaps 

she was keeping house for Thomas Sims in Sydney and this is how they met. Perhaps they 

chose Parramatta for their wedding as a mid-point between Sydney and her parents’ property 

at Castlereagh as a compromise for travel. Alternatively she may have been living/working at 

Parramatta (as a House Keeper?), having moved there from Sydney.  She may have then met 

Thomas at Parramatta when he was building the Wesleyan chapel.   

 

On 2
nd

 February 1824 Thomas and Mary married at St John’s Church of England in 

Parramatta.  Thomas would have been considered a good “catch” by Mary.  He was a mature, 

successful businessman with an impressive house and business facilities in the city. 

 

Mary and Thomas did not have children and little details of their life are known until 1840 

when Thomas wrote to Governor Gipps concerning his niece Elizabeth (Betsey) Lewis.  In 

1841 it seems that the family may have hired a housemaid from the orphan school to help 

Mary manage the household.  Currently there is no further information about the family until 

March 1851 when Mary’s father sells his property to Mary in exchange for food and lodging.  

It is likely that Christopher was living with Mary and Thomas for some time prior to this sale.  

(The 1841 census for Castlereagh did not have any entries for Frederick, this might indicate 

that Christopher was already living with Mary at this time.  Unfortunately there are no 

surviving records for the Sydney area in this census.)   Mary’s neighbour, the attorney 

Augustus Hayward, acted for Mary in this exchange and for the resale of the land within the 

extended family (Betsey Lewis’s father-in-law, John Parker). John’s son (Betsey’s husband), 

David Parker had been leasing the land for some time prior to this sale. Mary discounted the 

sale to John Parker by £30 and had a clause inserted into the contract to allow her father to 

stay on the property and to continue to receive rent for the remainder of his life.  It is probable 

that Mary and Thomas had moved out of their house at 2 King Street by 1842 (at the time of 

the first lease) and moved elsewhere – probably to 126 King Street. 

 

Christopher died a year after the land sale and Thomas died in the following year. Mary was 

left a widow at the age of 52.  Thomas left her the sole beneficiary of his will.  His estate was 

valued at less than £50 but did not include the value of his house. Mary could only inherit if 

she did not remarry, but how this was to be enforced is not explained.  Mary leased the house 

at 2 King Street again, this time for five years, for £156 pa.  In 1859 she sold the property for 

£3000.  It is not known where Mary was living after Thomas’s death until 1858.   

 

In 1858 Mary is living at Petersham and brings her invalid sister Sarah Lewis to live with her. 

In 1863 Mary is living in Enmore Road and by 1864 she was living in Cooper St Enmore then 

in 1866 she was at Palmer St Newtown and in 1867 at Addison Rd Marrickville.  It is not 
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known if she bought any of these properties – I cannot locate land records to indicate any 

purchases.  In 1868 Mary was living at Cowper Street Marrickville which she sold in 1870 for 

£620. She moved to Wellington St Newtown with Sarah who died there in 1871.  Mary sold 

that property in 1874 for £400 and bought in Susan Street Newtown in that same year.  Mary 

married Robert Vanderville in March 1875 and she died in August of that year. Robert was a 

former convict who arrived on the Malabar in 1819 and was pardoned in 1837
104

. Robert had 

spent much of his time as a convict, in the district of Evan in the employ of Patrick Harper. Is 

it possible that Mary had known Robert before her marriage to Thomas Sims in 1824? Robert 

Vanderville remained living in the Susan Street property until his death in 1880 when Edward 

Lewis was appointed administrator of his aunt’s estate.  Her goods were valued at less than 

£40 and the house was sold for £300. 

 

In the close to a quarter of a century between Thomas’s death and Mary’s death it would 

appear that Mary lived on the proceeds of the sale of the King Street property.  Mary’s 

mentor, Augustus Hayward was declared insolvent and underwent sequestration in 1855
105

.  

This may have affected Mary’s trust in others to manage her money and instead she elected to 

live off her assets rather than trust others with her fortune.  The fact that she was caring for 

her invalid sister may have also taken its toll on her finances. 

 

Mary spent her life looking after the people she loved.  She certainly lived at an exciting time 

in Sydney’s history. 
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Endnotes 

 
i
 1822 General Muster and Land Stock muster of NSW 

 

A19226 Sims Thomas FBS Fortune 7 yrs employed Sydney Gaol 

A19227 Sims Thomas FBS Fortune 7 yrs Occupation Carpenter  Sydney 

A00659 Bainbridge Thomas C Lord Sidmouth 7 Govt Servant T Sims Sydney 
(FBS = Free by Servitude) 

 
iii

 1828 Census NSW 

Sims Thomas age 36  GS  C Harcourt  1824 L P Overseer Jno Blaxland Newington 

S1022 

Sims Thomas  F50  FS  Fortune  1815  7 P Builder King St Syd  S1025 

Sims Mary  G25  CF  Glatton     P      S1026 

Hodge James  20  GS  Asia   1824  14 P Carpenter with Tho Sims King St Syd 

H1994 

McCassy John 17  GS  Asia   1826 14 C Carpenter Thos Sims King St Syd 

M0237 
( Note GS = Government Servant)   
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Appendix 

 

Bits and pieces regarding other Thomas Sims 
 

Whilst researching the life of Thomas and Mary I found a great deal of information about 

other men who had the name Thomas Sims.   

 

A Thomas Sims a carpenter died in Sydney in 1830 aged 35
106

.  His funeral was conducted at 

St Phillips Sydney.  I suspect this may have been the convict who arrived on the Duke of 

Portland in 1807.  He may have also been the man who married Frances Hardcastle in 

1815
107

.  This was my first indication that a second Thomas Sims who was a carpenter is on 

the scene.  However I am convinced that the Thomas Sims, son-in-law to Christopher 

Frederick and husband to Mary Frederick is the convict from the Fortune.  The connection to 

2 King Street is consistent over many years. 
 

Death of a Thomas Sims age 35 at Sydney Hospital  a carpenter  NSW BDM V1830 9300 

2c/1830 and V1830  160 14/1830 

 

A Marriage  

24 Jun 1815 Sims, Thomas, 24 & Hardcastle, Frances, 25 at St Johns Parramatta  

Witness John Griffith & John Eyre 

 

The Butcher 

 (Sydney Gazette, August 14, 1813) regarding the forced sale of Thomas Sims the butcher’s 

property on Brickfield Hill opposite the burial ground unless the said Thomas cleared his debts. 

Sims the butcher, seems to have survived the risk to his house because by September 11
th

 he 

was advertising for a stockman and was still resident in the house opposite the burial ground. 

The following are a list of court cases that Thomas Sims the butcher was involved in Civil 

Court 

1813 July 20 Salter & Sims SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1109]  Case 248 

1813 Oct 12 O’Connell & Sims SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1109]  Case 350 

1813 July 14  Crossley & Sims, SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1109]  Case 237 

1813 July 14  Hassall & Sims SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1109]  Case 231 
 

Governor’s Court Cases of Thomas Sims Carpenter/builder 

 1816 Dec 12  As Thomas Sims     & Jane Duff   SRNSW: NRS4563, [4/7861] Case800 

1821 Nov 22  As Thomas Sims     & Daniel Tindale  SRNSW: NRS4563, [4/7863] Case 356 

1822 Jan 29  As Thomas Sims     & Henry Kitchen  SRNSW: NRS4563, [4/7864] Case 406 
 

Governors Court cases where it is not possible to positively identify the Thomas Sims 

1822 Aug 31  Thomas Sims & Thomas Kaine   SRNSW: NRS4563, [4/7865] Case 547 

1820 Jan 6 Thomas Simms & Robert Campbell   SRNSW; NRS4563, [4/7862] Case 118  

 

Civil Court cases where it is not possible to positively identify the Thomas Sims 

1812 Oct 7   Campbell & Sims and Welsh SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1108] Case 257 

1813 Apr 28  Welsh & Sims   SRNSW; NRS2659, [5/1109] Case 188 

1814 Apr 5   Beasley & Sims a Dealer SRNSW: NRS2659, [5/1110] Case 217 
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Thomas Sims and Beer, Spirit or Publican’s licences 

There are a number of references to Thomas Sims (or Simes) in the newspapers or in the 

official records in regard to beer, spirit or publican licences. 

1810 July 21 Beer License Chapel Row Sydney Gazette 

1811 Mar 16 Beer License George St Sydney Gazette  

1818 Jul 4 Spirit License   Three Tuns  King St Sydney Gazette  
 

1846     Simes Thomas, Publican's Licence    The William the Fourth  at Pitt St Sydney  

SRNSW: NRS 14401, Reel 5060 [4/61-83, 7/1501], No 376 

The following Death of Thomas Simes may be of the above publican from the William the 

Fourth 

1846 19 Oct Death Thomas, Simes Comedian age 42 of Pitt Street  Performer?????? 

(unclear profession) And Professor Sydney Gazette 20th Oct  1846 

NSW BDM Death V1846548 31B Simes, Thomas Age 42 St James Pitt St. death 19
th

 Oct, 

buried 22
nd

 Oct 1846, Performer & Comedian. 
 

Other events which mention a Thomas Sims 

1815 Sep 9  A Thomas Sims Fined for trespass on land of Nicholas Devine and cutting down 

trees     Sydney Gazette Page 2 C 1   fine (30 shillings).   Land near Newtown.  

 

In 1824 a Thomas Sims living in Hunter Street was assigned a convict servant, Walter 

Blanchard.  SRNSW: NRS 1192, Fiche 3290; [4/4570D, p.15].. 

 

Thomas Sims  per “Earl Spencer” 1813, a boatman 

 

1821 Jan 30 

Captain Richard Skinner of "Dromedary" seeking to pay pilotage by means of certificate; and 

to enter Thomas Messling on books as carpenter, and Robert Dunn, Thomas Simms, Thomas 

Smith & John Peacock as seamen (SRNSW Reel 6051; 4/1748 pp.66, 69-71). Macquarie's 

reply stating could only allow men to be taken as seamen on "Dromedary" if free or fully 

pardoned convicts, and referring question of payment for pilotage by certificate to Captain 

Piper (SRNSW Reel 6051; 4/1748 pp.72-4)
108

 

 
 

Countess of Harcourt Convict 

Census 1824 Jul 17  Thomas Simms per "Countess of Harcourt 3" to Parramatta  To Mr John 

Blaxland with John Jackson, Wm Bale, Joseph Blakes 

 

Census 1828 Sims Thomas age 36 GS C Harcourt 1824  L P Overseer Jno Blaxland 

Newington S1022  (GS is Government servant ie convict,  L is Life, P is Protestant) 

 

Death V 1840 151 24A Symms Thomas Age 29 General Hospital, 22 Jan died, 24 Jan buried, 

Countess of Harcourt, Labourer 

 

 

                                                 
108 The Lachlan & Elizabeth Macquarie Archive. 

http://www.lib.mq.edu.au/digital/lema/colsec/lmcolsec1821.html 

1813 October Thomas Sims per "Earl Spencer"  Sentence7 Yrs, Age 48 

1814 General Muster 5769 Thomas Sims, Convict Boatman  

1818 Jan 31 T Sims per "Earl Spencer" Pardon SRNSW Reel 774 4/4430 p 112 

http://www.lib.mq.edu.au/digital/lema/colsec/lmcolsec1821.html
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1811 General muster of NSW Norfolk Island and Van Deimens Land 

5281 NSW Cnvt, M, Sim Thomas Fortune Trial date Jly 1804 Old Bailey 7 yrs 

PRO n3217: AO 4682 as Thomas Sims.  (Note the year is incorrect) 

2506 NSW Cnvt, F, Hall Sarah Sydney Cove Mar 1807 Maidstone Life PRO n4772: AO 2515 

 

1814 General Muster of NSW 

Sims Thomas S 5014  Fortune 1   Free   Off Stores  Carpenter 

  S  5235  Duke of Portland Convict Off Stores To McGinnis 

  S 5769 Earl Spencer  Convict On Stores Boatman 

Sims T  X 6777 [Mary Cunningham per Speke  F Off Stores Wife to T Sims] 

  X 7174 [Sarah Hall per Sydney Cove  C Off Stores Wife to T Sims] 

 

1823, 24, 25 General muster list of NSW 

40316 Sims Thomas C  Hercules   1825   7years Govt Servant John Johnson at Newcastle 

40230 Sims Thomas  FS Fortune    1806   7years Carpenter  Sydney 

40231 Sims Mary CF Glatton    1803  Wife of Thomas Simms Sydney 

 

Note C = Convict, FS = Free by Servitude, CF= Came free 

 

Thomas Sims per Hercules (1825) The cabinet maker 

Certificates of Freedom 

SRNSW: NRS 12201, Reel 986, [4/4303], Thomas (or Charles or John) Sims per Hercules 

(1825), 8 Dec 1830, Certificate of Freedom No. 30/0870      

SRNSW: NRS 12201, Reel 987 [4/4303], Thomas Sims (Simes) per Hercules (1825), 23 Mar 

1831, Certificate of Freedom No.31/0186 

SRNSW: NRS 12201, Reel 912 [4/4071] Thomas Sims per Hercules (1825) Ticket of Leave 

29/633 

1828 Muster 

No 27, Sims Charles, 31 GS, Hercules, 1826, 7(sentence in years), Pro (Religion), Cabinet 

Maker, Mr Hunt, Geo St 

PO Directory 

1833  Sims T.C. Cabinet maker    53 Cumberland St PO directory 

Death of his son  

NSW BDM V1843347 27B Sims Thomas, Infant, York St 17 months 17 May 1843 Father a 

Cabinet maker. 
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Confusion between Thomas Sims from the Fortune and Thomas Sims from the FAME 

There is great confusion in the official records about Thomas Sims.  I believe that in many 

cases Thomas Sims who arrived on the Fortune (1) in 1807 was being confused with Thomas 

Sims who arrived on the FAME in 1817. There could even be a third Thomas Sims in the 

mix. I have tried to separate out the records into the ones I believe refer to Thomas Sims 

sawyer, who arrived in March 1817 on the FAME from those of Thomas Sims the 

carpenter/builder who arrived 1806 on the Fortune (1). 
 

Shaded rows are almost certainly NOT Thomas Sims from the Fortune(1).  Most I believe are 

the Sawyer from the FAME 
Date Event Reference Identity clues 

1805 Feb 21 Thomas Sims tried in London’s Old Bailey 
Sentenced to 7 years for theft 

Court records 
old Bailey 
T18050220-63 

 

1806 July 12 Fortune (1) arrives in Sydney  Fortune (1) 

1811 July 18 Thomas Sims marries Sarah Hall at St Phillips, 
Sydney 

NSW BDM 
V1811 230 5 

Bachelor & 
carpenter 

1811 May 11 Carpenter at Newcastle. To be sent to Sydney 
with his concubine. 

SRNSW Reel 
6003; [4/3492 
p10] 

 

1811 Jun 8 Sent to Sydney from Newcastle SRNSW Reel 
6066 [4/1804 
p74] 

 

1811 Jul 15 Accused of forgery SRNSW 
Reel 6066; 
[4/1804 p74] 

Carpenter 
who just left 
Newcastle 

1812 Feb 22 Issued with Certificate of Emancipation SRNSW Reel 
601 [4/4427 
page 320] 

Fortune (1) 

1812 May 30 Thomas Sims charged with stealing a pair of 
boots – acquitted. 

SRNSW Reel 
658 [SZ773]  

Possibly 
Fortune(1) 

1817 Mar 8 Thomas Sim arrived on FAME at Sydney  FAME 

1817 Oct 18 Thomas Simms and Bartholomew Murray were 
sentenced to three years hard labour at Newcastle 
for stealing a pair of boots, the property of John 
Johnston   

Sydney 
Gazette 
Page3, 
Column 2 

 

1817 Nov 18 Punished at Newcastle runaway 25 lashes. SRNSW Reel 
6023; [4/1718 
p 59] 

Record says 
Fortune (1) 

1817 Nov 20 On List to be sent to Newcastle via “Elizabeth 
Henrietta” 

SRNSW Reel 
6005 [4/3457 
p145] 

Says Fortune 
(1) 

1818 Jan 31 Government servants absent from employment  
… Thos Simms .. from Newcastle 

SG Feb 7 
1818 p 4 c 3 

Says Fortune 
(1) 

1818 Sep 2  On list of prisoners to be sent to Newcastle per 
“Lady Nelson”  

SRNSW Reel 
6006; [4/3499 
p37] 

 

1818 Sep 10 Re his assertion that convicts planned to seize the 
“Lady Nelson”  

SRNSW Reel 
6006; [4/3499 
p 37] 

 

1818 Sep 10  Re his statement concerning escaped convicts 
from Newcastle  

SRNSW Reel 
6006; [4/3499 
p 40] 

 

1818  Sep  On monthly return of prisoners punished at 
Newcastle  

SRNSW Reel 
6023 [4/1718 
p 69] 

 

1819 Apr 10 Government servants absent from employment   
From Newcastle Thomas Sims, Fortune (1)  

SG p1 c1 Says Fortune 
(1) 
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1820 May 13 Government servants absent from employment   

.. Thomas Simms, a sawyer lately from Newcastle 
SG May 13, 
1820 p1, c3 

Sawyer 
 

1821 Nov 24 Letter re Thomas Sims of Fortune(1) being free SRNSW Reel 
6008 [4/3504A 
p 109] 

Fortune (1) 
convict 

1821 Nov 30 Thomas Sims on list of prisoners sent to 
Newcastle via “Elizabeth Henrietta”  Name 
crossed out and entry incomplete.  Possibly 
because scribe realised that the Fortune (1) T 
Sims had been sentenced in 1806 and the time 
was long since passed that he should have been 
freed 

SRNSW Reel 
6008 [4/3504A 
p108] 

Says Fortune 
(1)  

1821 Dec 8 Government servants absent from employment   
The undermentioned Prisoners 
… Thos. Sims, from Wilson’s Gang 

SG Dec 8 
1821 p4 c1 

 

1822 Mar 9  Recommended petition of Henry McKean, William 
Tyson & other convicts at the Prisoners’ Barracks 
for permission to perform a play  

SRNSW Reel 
6052 [4/1752 
p 31b] 

 

1822 Jun 30 Broke out of Gaol at Windsor  
Thomas Simms; a sawyer by trade apprehended 
by a warrant for defrauding Mr S Lord 

SG 12 Jul 
1822 p3 c3 

Sawyer 
Probably 
FAME  

1822 Sep 23- 
Oct 21 

To be transported to Port Macquarie for 3 yrs from 
criminal trial, Thomas Sims convicted by Court of 
Criminal Jurisdiction of stealing a saw and other 
items from Daniel Dering Matthew. 3 years 

SRNSW  
Reel 6023 
[X820] p 71  
 

 

1822 Oct 30 Convicted at Sydney criminal court sentence of 3 
years Prisoners transported to Port Macquarie  
per "Lady Nelson" 

SRNSW Reel 
6019; [4/3864 
pp 15],  

Says Fortune 
(1)  
Sawyer 

1823 Mar 20 At Sydney  Runaway from Port Macquarie, 
flogged to be returned 100 lashes.  

SRNSW Reel 
6057; [4/1767 
p. 56] 

 

1823 Mar 20 At Sydney to be sent to Hobart then Macquarie 
Harbour 

SRNSW Reel 
6010 [4/3508 
p 13] 

 

1823 Mar 21 List of convicts to be sent to Hobart then 
Macquarie Harbour.  Sentence 3 years 

SRNSW Reel 
6010 [4/3508 
p13] 

 

1823 Sep 11 Letter from Thomas Sims requesting replacement 
of his lost Certificate of Freedom. 

SRNSW Reel 
6026 [4/1713  
p 141] 

Fortune (1) 

1823 Sept 19 Issued with a copy of Certificate of Freedom SRNSW Reel 
601 [4/4427 
page 320] 

Fortune (1) 

1824 Mar 21 To be Embarked on "Deveron" for Hobart  SRNSW Reel 
6057; [4/1767] 
p 109 

 

1826  Jan 12 Newspaper account absconder convict from 
FAME   There is a description of this man in this 
newspaper account. 
Simms Thomas FAME a sawyer 5ft 9 Grey brown 
hair, fair ruddy complexion.  From Hyde Park 
barracks.  Committed in 1822 of stealing a saw of 
Mr Matthews 

SG 12 Jan 
1826  p4    

FAME  
occupation 
sawyer 

1826 May 17 
1826 July  

Thomas Simms, Sawyer charged with defrauding 
Capt John Brabyn esq of £12.5.5.  Simms was 
acquitted because Brabyn’s description of the 
perpetrator was too general. 

SRNSW Reel 
2753 [4/8475 
No 34 p 339] 
& SG 17 May 
1826 

Sawyer 
(Probably 
FAME) 
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1827 Oct 17 Thomas Sims Late of Kissing Point. Sentenced to 
7 years transportation for stealing with force of 
arms from William Underwood residing at Kissing 
Point.  William Underwood was publican of Mount 
Pleasant Hotel. Goods were items of clothing to 
the value of 10p. 

SRNSW 
Quarter 
Sessions 
4/8448  
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