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From: Denise Chorley  
Sent: Monday, June 21, 2021 9:15 AM 
To: 'Bob Briggs' 
Subject: RE: just maybe 
YES !!   That is Harry!    It took my aunt some time to figure out her computer; my cousin was visiting her and was 
able to help.    
She remembers him as a kind man who loved to play with the 11 nieces and nephews.    After the war, he lived 
with them, my grandma helped take care of him.   
She also remembers that after the war he would take food from the table and hide it in his pockets.    He said they 
didn’t always have food where he was stationed.   Had you heard of that.  

 
No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps War Diaries - Library And Archives Canada Military Heritage 

 
No 12 Coy CFC Nominal Roll 10 Oct 1943 - Back to Canada   

For further reading see - Fuelwood Cutting Units 

http://www.cmp-cpm.forces.gc.ca/dhh-dhp/index-eng.asp
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/military-heritage.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/military-heritage.aspx
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~jmitchell/genealogy/cfc/No12CoyCFCNominalRoll10Oct1943.pdf
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~jmitchell/genealogy/cfc52.html


From: Denise  
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 10:57 AM 
To: rj.gonefishing@shaw.ca 
Subject: Canadian Forestry Corps 
Hello Bob, I have been reviewing and studying your site to find more details about a great uncle.   
However, I haven’t been able to find his name on the site.   Any ideas where I might look?   
 
Here is what I know: 
Harry (Harold) Chaychuk 
Reg No: H-100174 
Regiment:  Canadian Forestry Corps 
Rank:  Private 
Date of Enlistment: March 25, 1942 
Served in Canada and overseas 
Discharged July 4, 1945 
 
He was born May 15, 1904 in Sifton, Manitoba. Which made him 38 yrs old at the time of enlistment.    
Any direction or expertise you could provide searching answers would be wonderful. 
 
Thank you, 
Denise  

 
Harry’s medical records in Canada suggested it was there he was hit in the head by a piece of wood 
thrown by a rotating machine while working in a forestry mill.  He was unconscious and spent around 2 
months in the hospital.       

 
Harry was born May 25, 1904 in Sifton, Manitoba. He was the 3rd child of 6 born to Ukrainian Immigrants 
from the Austrian Hungarian Empire who immigrated in 1902.   
Harry started working at age 14. He left home to work as a farm hand.  The local country school was 
built when he was 16 years old.  He had a limited education, grade 2 level.      
Harry worked as a barber for a short time and as a night watchman earning 77 cents per hour at a power 
plant in BC. He continued to return to the farm, taking over ½ of the land when his father passed.     
He was discharged from the military (to my knowledge today) July 4, 1945. He went back to the home 
farm in Duck River Manitoba to live with his brother Robert (who took over the farm), Robert’s family, 
his sister, and Mother.   
Harry experienced flashbacks of the war. After one flashback incident, he took refuge in the bushes by 
the farm.  An Army commander had to visit the farm to command him to leave the bush. It was that day 
he was take to the Brandon Mental Hospital.  He was admitted, August 8, 1946.  
Died at the hospital April 17, 1955 
As I read more about the hospital. The patients grew in the 50’s to the highest number, over 1600.  At 
that time in history, schizophrenia was a common diagnosis for many mental issues. Many doctors were 
also experimenting with treatments.    
Harry suffered a stroke in February, and died in April from a brain tumor.     

 



 
From: Denise Chorley 

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 12:56 PM 
To: 'Bob Briggs' 

Subject: The Only Picture of Harry 

 
Harry is on the far left.   This was taken after the war. A bit blurry to pick him out of a crowd.   
 


