
Chicoine, Ephrem LCpl E36137 
No. 3 Company – tractor driver ‘B’ 

Transferred to No. 27 Company 
No. 7 Canadian Forestry District 
No. 1 Canadian Forestry Group 

Canadian Forestry Corps 
 

 
 

 
No 3 Coy CFC Troop Movement 4 Apr 1941 - Courtesy of David Ryan 

TS 250 Serial Number 2104 - Unit No. 3 Company CFC - Embarkation Valcartier Date 4 Apr 1941 
Destination Halifax Date 5 Apr 1941 - Ship# E129 Ship Name Batory - Convoy# TC 10 

http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~jmitchell/genealogy/cfc/No3CoyCFCTroopMovement4Apr1941.pdf


 
No 3 Company CFC Increase and Decease 22 Apr 1941 

The under mentioned personnel embarked on 5 April 1941 at Halifax Canada for Overseas and are S.O.S. C.A.S.F. 
Canada on that date. Disembarkation occurred on 20 Apr 1941 at Gourock, Scotland and they are T.O.S. C.A.S.F. 

Overseas on transfer on 6 Apr 1941 
from No 3 Coy CFC War Diaries 

 
 

 
No. 2 District Canadian Forestry Corps Band 

Chicoine, Ephrem LCpl on the top left 
 

From: chicoine.jeanfrancois 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2014 5:59 PM 
To: Bob Briggs 
Subject: Formal identification of the musicians on the picture (long email) 
Importance: High 
 Hi Bob,  
 did I tell you about a letter my father got from a chaplain? In the letter he mentions he wrote a war diary. 
 Well I'm back just from the Great Library and that visit has paid off: there was another picture of the same District 
No.2 band! 

http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~jmitchell/genealogy/cfc/No3CompanyCFCIncreaseandDecease22Apr1941.pdf
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lac-bac/results/arch?form=arch_adv&lang=eng&FormName=MIKAN+Advanced+Search&PageNum=1&SortSpec=score+desc&HighLightFields=title%2Cname&Language=eng&QueryParser=lac_mikan&Sources=mikan&Archives=&ShowForm=show&SearchIn_1=&SearchInText_1=%22canadian+forestry+corps%22&Operator_1=AND&SearchIn_2=&SearchInText_2=&Operator_2=AND&SearchIn_3=&SearchInText_3=&Media=&Level=&MaterialDateOperator=after&MaterialDate=&DigitalImages=&Source=&cainInd=&ResultCount=10


 The photo I shared with you was a miss so to speak, for the picture in the book is a little better. 
 So, sitting, from left to right: 
 J. Dobson, coy & rank unknown, guitar (there is one Manford Dobson in coy 2) 
 L/Cpl G. Derose, coy 3, E.36122, on drums 
 Pte W. Whalen, coy 2, accordion 
 Pte Nicholas Dutchuk, coy 3, L.50152, 5 string banjo, truly a BIG guy! 
 Standing, left to right: 
 Pte Ephrem Chicoine, coy 3, E.36137, fiddle 
 Pte C. Walsh, coy & instrument unknown, probably a singer 
 Pte L. Picard, coy 3, D.113032, fiddle and band leader 
 Cpt Alphonse-Claude Laboissière, founder, instrument unknown, probably singer, and chaplain (so our man here is 
not Hon. Brig. C.L. Nelligan after all!). He was chaplain at Valcartier, then Scotland at Grallogie no.2, later promoted 
to major for Vandoo in Italy, was wounded two times there. 
 Pte Alphonse Martin, coy 2, D.110242, piano 
 Pte Adélard Joseph Cadieux, D.110185, coy 2, trumpet 
 Pte Joseph Langlais, coy 3, E.36146, tenor saxophone 
 Also, you have to know that Cpt Laboissière's diary describes the atlantic crossing with daily detail, there are also 
descriptions of the camp, the huts, the whereabouts off the men & their everyday life, there's a whole chapter on 
Scotland. Pierre has found a copy in a Library and we'll get it next week.  
 All seven forestry coys have embarked on "Batory" 
 Take care! 
 
My father was very secretive about his wartime service, but I know this much: he drove, trucks, cars, and 
machinery. He was also endowed with a very strong voice, only equaled by a formidable grip.  The main attibutes 
of a L/C I guess! 
 

 
 

From: chicoine.jeanfrancois 
Sent: Saturday, July 19, 2014 6:29 AM 
To: Bob Briggs 
Subject: Re : RE CFC 
As a matter of fact, Michelle and Pierre do have his service record, however that doesn't say much. He was in coy 
no.3 then tranfered to coy no.24 and later to coy no.27.  
It does not mention any medals, only a clasp. but I do remember having these medals in hand, all bronze, some 
round and others star shaped, there were five or six of them, I'm not sure, that's a long time ago. Perhaps the 
medals were given to him by a friend?  
 The record says he's been badly wounded in France "by a mine" but nothing on the circumstances of this incident, 
it only mentions he had shrapnel to the face and five broken ribs. He was hospitalized in Scotland for awhile, but 
he didn't want to go back on the line. 



 When I mentioned that he was very secretive, I should have said "about his actions", my aunt Gertrude -she's 95 -
 told me he never fired a shot but I don't care about that you know, I don't want to judge him nor raise him to a 
hero status, I just want to know what he went through.  
My aunt also told me about a near clash with german soldiers, I'll try to get that story again.  
 My father seemed to know a lot about machinery, équipements, and weapons used by the fighting troops. I recall 
he mentioned to me the terrifying sound of a german machine gun, but I can't tell you wich one it is. 
 That's it for now, take care Bob 
 JF 

 
Shortly after his return, with my mother. You can see the downward chevron on the left sleeve. Is that his clasp 

on the left breast, between the faces? 

 


