
Cleland, Robert Stewart Private C63418 
No. 8 Company 

Transferred to No. 27 Company 
Canadian Forestry Corps 

                  
                                                      1940 top row 3rd from left           1943 4th row 5th from left       

 
 

Bob, I was able to enlarge the first of the large group. My Uncle Bill is in the second last row, 4 from the left. Dad is to 
the right of him. Uncle Lloyd is in the second row, standing behind the seated row. He is the 6th from the left, including 
the guy standing alone. Maggie 
 

 
 



 
 

From: Maggie Kerkhoff  
Sent: November-05-12 3:42 PM  
To rj.gonefishing@shaw.ca  
Subject: My Dad is in the picture 
  Hello, I am a teacher of grade 6 students and when I was looking at the Newspapers that we got from the Veterans 
Week resources available, there was a wee article about the Forestry corps. As my Dad, Stewart Cleland (Robert Stewart, 
but he was called Stewart) and his brothers Bill and Lloyd were part of that corps in WW2, I thought I would check 
google for images. Then that led me to your site. In your description, you have a picture of the #8 Company from 
Ottawa. And there in the back row, third from the left is my Dad. I can't see my uncles in this grouping, but perhaps they 
went at a different time. They were from Osgoode, Ontario.  
  My dad and his brother found their wives in Scotland. Lloyd married my mother's sister Isobel. My Dad was sweet on 
Isobel's sister Pearl (my mother) but she married a pilot from New Zealand named Kenneth Toon. He was killed when my 
mother was expecting my sister. When Isobel followed Lloyd back to Canada with my Granny, Pearl and my sister Ishbel 
eventually followed, too. Within a year, Pearl and Stewart rekindled their initial romance and were married in 1949 in 
Osgoode. They had 4 more kids together and ran the post office in Osgoode for 31 years.  
  It was so cool to see this picture. I wonder if Dad and his brothers are in that big photo from Scotland, but I can't seem 
to zoom in to the picture and it is pretty tiny. Is there somewhere I can find this in a bigger size?  
Sincerely, Maggie Kerkhoff 



 
  Thanks so much, Bob this one worked! I can actually see a bit in the one picture of the #8 and found my uncle Lloyd. 
Once I figure out how to zoom in on my computer at home I will get closer and find Uncle Bill. I am excited to check your 
link. My brothers are also very interested, so I will let them see this, too. I read what Mike Daley wrote about the 
Clelands on the site. (I know him of course, and went to school with his kids. Now I guess I see that we are related, too!) 
It is interesting that my ancestors were post masters from way back and then Dad carried that on from the 50s to the 
80s. Maggie (Cleland) Kerkhoff 
 
  Hi Again, Bob.  
My Dad's full name was Robert Stewart Cleland, but was called Stewart. He was born on December 20, 1919. He lived his 
whole life in Osgoode. His Father was John Cleland, and his mother, Nellie Taylor, was apparently the midwife in 
Osgoode, having delivered, my mother recalled, over 80 children. He lived on the farm and went off to war with his 
brothers Lloyd Cleland and William (Bill) Cleland with the CFC. I am sorry that I don't know their birth dates, but they 
were older as Dad was the youngest son. His other brother Gordon stayed home to run the farm. He also had a younger 
sister, Lois, who married Hilton Gilliland. She just died this year at age 89. 
 Dad and Mom, as I mentioned before, ran the post office in Osgoode for 33 years. He died in March, 1996 of a heart 
condition at the age of 77. Their story of how they met is a family favourite. My Mom was from Scotland and had a pen 
pal in Winchester, Ontario, who was my Uncle Bill's girlfriend before the war. She told "The Cleland Boys" to call in to 
Pearl Rodger since they were going to Scotland. My Granny loved the "Canadian Boys" and so they went to the Rodger's 
for every leave. Lloyd and Isobel were soon engaged and then married. Mom and Dad were "sweet" on each other, but 
Mom actually married a boy from New Zealand who was a pilot in the RAF. He was killed on a bombing mission. Mom 
eventually went to Canada, after her sister Isobel and Dad's brother Lloyd went there with my Granny. She and Dad 
rekindled their relationship and married in 1949, had 4 more kids and were married for 46 years before Dad died. 
  It is really cool to find out more about Dad's war history, as like many of his generation, he did not speak of it often. I 
look forward to learning more. Maggie 
 
  Hi again, Bob.  
I am actually having dinner with my brothers this weekend. I will talk to them about your request, but would love to put 
something together. I am retiring this year, and hope to put together a history of Dad and Mom to leave for my kids and 
grandkids. Maggie 
 
  Bob, I was able to enlarge the first of the large group. My Uncle Bill is in the second last row, 4 from the left. Dad is to 
the right of him. Uncle Lloyd is in the second row, standing behind the seated row. He is the 6th from the left, including 
the guy standing alone. Maggie 
  My brother noted that Bill and Lloyd weren't in this photo. I wonder why? So, I don't think the drummer is my Uncle. I 
will ask my cousin, Lloyd's daughter if she knows. Thanks for the cropped photos. My brother looks identical to my Dad 
in the one from Ottawa. He would've been 20 at that time. Such a handsome man. Maggie 
 
From: Maggie Kerkhoff  
Sent: November-07-12 4:35  
AM To: Bob Briggs  
Subject: RE: Emailing: No.8CoyCFC1941  
  Fantastic, Bob! This is much clearer! I am also showing my students these picture today. As I will be projecting onto a 
big screen, maybe I'll find Uncle Bill in the crowd:) I was right about Uncle Lloyd. He is the 6th from the right sitting. And 
there is my Dad with that big smile of his. My brother's and my kids all have the same smile. Maggie 
 

Headstone photo here 
http://canadianheadstones.com/on/view.php?id=278641 

 
 

Some Early Post Offices and Postmasters 
in Carleton County Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

http://canadianheadstones.com/on/view.php?id=278641
http://www.bytown.net/postmen.htm

