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Lakehead Forestry-Soldiers Harvest Britain's Timber 
(By courtesy of "Timber of Canada," W.J. Leclair, M.E.I.C., M.C.S.F.E., Managing editor, Ottawa) 
Coincidental with the publication of the first issue of Timber of Canada, the Canadian government commissioned Brig. 
Gen. J. B. White, D.S.O., E.D., vice-president of the Canadian International Paper Company, to raise a forestry corps to 
serve with Canada's active Army in Great Britain. A great deal has been accomplished during the past year in this 
connection and for some months past the Canadian Forestry Corps has been going all-out in the forests of the Old 
Country. An indication of the expansion that is about to take place in this corps is seen in a recent return to Canada of 
the second in command of the unit- Lt.-Col. G. M. Strong. D.S.O. Col Strong is here to make arrangements to locate and 
purchase more sawmill and bush equipment for the ever-expanding forestry program in Britain. 
Representative of practically every province in Canada and from the remotest sections of the northland. Members of the 
Canadian Forestry Corps are the only military forestry unit in Canada. They are working through more than a dozen 
camps and are taking nearly more than 200,000 board feet from Scotland's Highlands's forests. The Canadians have 
already cut out large sections of these forests and have only started. Not even the royal timbers will be excepted as the 
King has offered them for cutting. Gangs in the bush cut and trim the trees and huge up-to-date caterpillars tractors and 
"sulkies' dray them to the nearby mill where they are cut into lumber by the large buzz saws for military and civil use. 
Modern Canadian lumbering methods have been introduced and new Canadian mills with equipment brought from 
Canada have supplanted the smaller Scottish mills. More than a dozen standard mills are now in operation with more to 
come. Each of these mills is powered by diesel engines and so constructed that they can be dismantled in 24 hours and 
moved to another location. The oldest of these mills is now turning out about 15,000 board feet a day and the others 
are practically abreast of this one. 
The camps are located in the rocky Highlands of Scotland. Here the Canadians live and work. They live comfortably in 
wooden shacks, get extra rations of meat for their labor and on off-duty hours find hospitality in Scottish homes and 
towns in their areas. The corps is completely self contained with its own camp hospitals medical and dental officers and 
its own defensive role to play in case of invasion and maintains itself from several bases. 
Like all other inhabitants of Britain today the men of the Forestry Corps must play their part in the event of an invasion 
in that part of the island. If the Nazis made any attempt to land their hordes in Scotland they will be met in the narrow 
passes and forests of the Highlands by the toughest group of fighters to come out of Canada's bushlands. These men 
hold periodic maneuvers' and if the enemy comes they will relieve the British units of the responsibility for certain 
strategic defence positions and cooperate with the Home Guard. Their military officers are planning to turn some of 
their heavy tractor equipment into armored vehicles to bolster their regular fighting equipment. 
All units of this corps have received extensive military training before leaving Canada and every company has competent 
machine gunners. They are well able, therefore to take their part alongside the regular troops. When they march past 
Gen. White in full battle kit they look like some crack infantry unit-woodsmen suddenly transformed into smart 
regimental soldiers. They are truly soldier-lumbermen. 
 



 
LEFT-A company led by Major F.J. Dawson marching through the streets of a Scottish village. Major Dawson was head of 
the Thunder Bay Forestry Department before going overseas. A veteran of the last war he organized the unit at the 
lakehead from among the cream of this area's lumberjacks. 
RIGHT-A general view of one of the camps 
 

 
LEFT-Outside the huts protected against blast by boxes made from edging slabs filled with a mixture of sand and 
sawdust; C.Q.M.S. A.J. Davis, Vancouver; C.S.M. T. McCallum, Winnipeg; R.Q.M.S. R.H. Cummimgs, Ottawa and Sgt. M.L. 
Taylor, Stellaron, N.S. 
Right--- Returning to camp after the day's work in the woods: Pte Armand Meservier, Port Arthur: Pte D. Portelanc, 
Ottawa, and Pte. Wm. Hamon, Port Arthur. 



 
LEFT-- Ptes. H. Bryon, Port Arthur and F. Mitchell, North Bay peeling pit props with sharp knives 
MIDDLE- -A portable sawmill run by Ptes. G. Cullinson, Port Arthur, and Jack Beninsk, Vegreville, Alta making firewood 
and pit props. 
RIGHT-Pte. R.C. Gray, Victoria County, splitting small stakes ??? on to trucks to be taken for seasoning. 
 

 
LEFT: Pte. J. Quinn a high rigger from Port Arthur topping a 50ft Scotch pine. 
MIDDLE: Pte. E. J. Foster from North Battleford driving a wedge while PtesG. Wanis of Fort William and J Doucette, 
Bathurst, N.B. finish the job of crosscutting. 
RIGHT: Down goes the tree 



 

 
A group of officers from headquarters and from one of the companies 
LEFT TO RIGHT - Capt J. MacFarlane, Montreal: Major William Herchermer, Victoria: 
Brigadier-General J.B. White, Montreal: Lieut-Col C.E.F. Jones, Montreal: and Major C.R. Townsend, Montreal. 
 

 
Major F.J. Dawson of Port Arthur who commanded the forestry corps recruited at the lakehead 

 



 
LEFT-A general view of one of the camps. 
RIGHT-A caterpillar tractor driven by Pte. N.O. Lewis, Juniper, N.B. sledding logs from from a hilltop down to the mill-
pond 

 
Ptes. Donald McLennan, Hartland, N.B., and Frank Mahoney, Barnaby River, N.B., man-handlings from the bank down to 
the mill-pond 
 

 
LEFT-Sorting boards after coming off the sawmill. Ptes. A.J. Fournier, Fort William: and Dan McRae, Port Arthur. 
RIGHT-Ptes. Roy Fero, Canterbury, N.B., AND H.C. Claud Eyer, Bristol, N.B., slicing through a Scotch pine at the rate od 
two feet a second 
 



 
LEFT-Standing on a Scotch pine being made into boards is Pte. Saul Frost. Port Arthur, and in the background are Sgt. W. 
Taylor, Kakabeka Falls, Ont: and Pte. R. Irwin, Isabella, Man. 
RIGHT-Pte. R. Farrell, Juniper, N.B., and Pte. A.C. Scott, Canterbury, N.B., resawing old odd pieces after the logs have 
gone through the main sawmill. 


