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Hello 
I came across a notice whereby you were asking about a list of men who were in the Forestry Corps. Now, I 
seem to have lost the site I found your request… possible ancestry.ca. Anyway, I hope what little information 
that I give you will help in your quest. 
 
For your information, Henri Sylvester Gravelle is my uncle. Sadly, he died before I was born. 
 
FYI, Syl’s cousin, Louis Gravelle was also in the Forestry Corp at the same time. 
 
My uncle Syl’s death notice in the local paper. 
 
CFC Balsam Creek, Ontario 
Killed in roll-over due to icy road conditions.  
Returning back to camp after seeing his sister 
Florence Lafrance in Hull, Quebec. "Died in 
 Redbridge District of Nipissing, Ontario following an  
automobile accident March 5, 1944 at the age of 22 years,  
11 months, 4 days." per Pontiac Archives 
 
He is buried in the Otter Lake Union Cemetery, Otter Lake, Quebec 

 

 
 

From what I have been able to determine, the Canadian Forestry Corp was in the process of being disbanded… 
I have read some pretty judgemental opinions by superiors about the intelligence of the men working in the 
forestry corps as many of them came from the country and had minimum education, if any, i.e., farmers, 
lumbermen, etc. Apparently, most of the men went home when the corps was disbanded, but some were kept 
because of their ‘intelligence’ and ability to shoot. 

http://www.canadaatwar.ca/memorial/world-war-ii/134906/private-sylvester-gravelle/
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2688292?Sylvester%20Gravelle
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/books/page?page=321&book=2&sort=pageAsc
http://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/2688292/GRAVELLE,%20SYLVESTER


 
Both my uncle and second cousin were skilled riflemen so they were valuable to the army other than clearing 
land and building structures. They were also fluently bilingual. These two men were like brothers because they 
were raised together some time after Louis’ mother died giving birth to him. I have many letters from my 
uncle Syl to his sister (my mother) written before his sudden death. The Knights of Columbus seemed to play a 
role in helping soldiers during those times… most of the letters were written on paper with the logo KoC. 
 
From what I have been told, both men were to be transferred over to the Canadian Infantry Corps. My uncle 
Syl went to visit my mother in Hull, Quebec for the last time before he was scheduled to leave Canada. She 
was already expecting a second baby at this point. I am assuming he would have been involved in D-Day 
operations. As you will note from my second-cousin’s grave marker, the Canadian Infantry Corps. is listed. 
Sadly, Louis came back and slowly drank himself to death. Louis is also buried in the Otter Lake Union 
Cemetery only a few feet away from his cousin. When my mother delivered her second son three months 
after the accident, she named him after her brother. 
 

 
 

About ten years ago, a memorial was erected in the village of Otter Lake commemorating those who fought in 
both World Wars. My aunt Hazel also enlisted in the Women’s Army Corps (WACs) during WW II, sister to Syl 
Gravelle. All the Gravelle names are listed on the other side, but the snow was too deep and my boots too 
short. Hopefully, on my next trip to Quebec, I’ll be able to capture the names on the other side. 
 

 



 

My uncle Syl was the only son of a farming family and was told he would not see action being an only son. 
Somewhere, somehow this point was overlooked and my grandmother suffered for years over the loss of her 
beloved son. Is there anything more cruel than war? The farm was sold after the war and my grandparents 
moved to the village of Otter Lake. 
 
Below are my dad and mom and in the foreground from the left are my 2nd cousin Louis Gravelle and my very 
young looking Uncle Syl. There is only six years difference between the cousins, but my Uncle Syl looks like a 
baby in comparison. This picture was taken in the winter of 42/43. 
 

 
I hope this bit of information will help you. 
Regards, 
Beryl Louise 
 

 


