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Hello. My name is Jim Miller. My father was Alfred Robert James Miller and served with the 1st Company, 
Canadian Forestry Corps.  
I came across your website while I was researching info on my dad's unit in WW2.  
 
I've never been able to really find out much about what he did during the war, except that he was a cook with the 
1st. He didn't talk about it much. I'm wondering if his unit was one of the services ordered to take up arms to help 
push the last of the Germans out of the Netherlands.  
 
He enlisted on July 31, 1940 at Ottawa. He was shipped from Halifax to the U.K., and eventually ended up in 
Scotland for a couple of years. I don't know where, though, and then on to Belgium.  
His number was C 63130. He was awarded the 1939-45 Star....the Germany Star.....Defence Medal.....the Volunteer 
Service Medal and Clasp. He did mention to me on occasion that he enjoyed his job as a cook because he usually 
ate well (not many perks back then I would imagine). And he was also very close friends with the other cooks, but I 
don't know their names.  
 
I thought you might be interested in hearing from someone who's father was in the unit, that is why I've contacted 
you. I have some pictures that I am including in this note. I would be interested if you could tell me if he is 
recognized by anyone, or if some of the other people in the pictures are familiar to anyone.  
Thank you... 
Best Regards:   
Jim Miller  

http://www.bytown.net/canadianforestrycorps.htm
http://www.bytown.net/ww1.htm.
http://www.bytown.net/scots.htm


Hi Bob. After the war dad settled in St. Catharines.  He started working at Mckinnons, St. Catharines Foundry in 
1947 which was later taken over by GM. Married my mother in 1951, retired in 1977. They were still married when 
he passed away in 1985. Here is a picture of his medals. I know on the bottom there is the 1939-45 Star... The 
France /Germany Star... the top row is...The Defense Medal...The Voluntary Service Medal, but I just can't identify 
the one at the top in the middle. Maybe you can....Thanks Jim 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Alfred Robert James Miller 
 
Was born in Plymouth England Aug. 22 1913. Had 3 brothers and three sisters. At 16 years he made his way to 
Cornwall, Ontario in 1929 to find work. It was called being indentured. He had to agree to work for a period of time 
to pay his sponsor for his passage to Canada. He continued to work in the Cornwall area until the 31st of July, 
1940, when he went to Ottawa to sign up for duty. I don't know where he did his basic, but eventually he went to 



Halifax where his unit was staging for shipping overseas. From there it gets a bit muddy. I think he stayed in the 
south of England for awhile until the different units and services were dispersed throughout the U.K.  "Alfy", as his 
buddies would call him along with Co. #1 Forestry went to Scotland,  
I believe in the Inverness area to set up camps.  He was to be a cook during his time there. The cooks became a 
close knit group. I remember dad said one time that the boys would help the locals from time to time with various 
things...repairs, building things food and such. He also said that he enjoyed being a cook as he got to eat the best 
of what the army had to offer, because he not only cooked for the enlisted men, he cooked for the 
officers..."nudge nudge". He told me one time that occasionally German prisoners were brought in to help out in 
the mess. The boys would sometimes give them a few extra rations for helping out, but one time a prisoner ratted 
them out thinking he was going to score some points. I don't think it got him very far. I'm not sure how long dad 
was in Scotland, but eventually he was transported to Europe and ended up in Belgium. I don't know if he went in 
'44 or '45. he didn't say much about what happened after he left Scotland. I think his unit was involved in fighting 
for the liberation of the Netherlands from the Germans, but I don't know for sure, so my story more or less ends 
there.  
 Jim Miller 
St. Catharines, Ontario                     

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 


