
Newspaper Clippings Kirkland Lake 
 

No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps War Diaries - Library And Archives Canada Military Heritage 

 

 
KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 1941 

 

Forestry Troops Are Sought From All Northern Districts 

 

Major McCaul Sets Up Offices at Sylvanite Hall to Cover Big Territory; Specialists of 

Lumbering Industry Required; Will Get Full Military Training 

 

   To the lumber camps of Northern Ontario, and to experienced men of this industry not at 

present employed, a call is going out from Kirkland Lake for recruits for No. 12 Forestry 

Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, C.A.S.F. 

  This call, issued by yesterday by Major A.C. McCaul, who has set up headquarters at the 

Sylvanite Athletic Hall, Government Road East, Kirkland Lake, is being directed to a wide area. 

He is seeking men from places up to Timmins, Cochrane and Hearst and east to Noranda and 

Rouyn as well as from the immediate vicinity. There is not a very large field from which to draw 

locally, as Kirkland Lake is not a lumbering centre by any means. 

   But in addition to experienced men in the lumbering industry Major McCaul also is seeking to 

enlist a number of skilled trademen. At the same time No. 11 Forestry Company, for the same 

unit, is being recruited at Haileybury by Major W. Ferguson 

SPECIALIST WANTED 
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   From the lumbering industry Major McCaul and Major Ferguson are seeking men experienced 

in all branches of bush and mill work. 

    In addition Major NcCaul wants a number of skilled men in special trades some of which are 

connected with the lumbering industry. Following is a list of those tradesmen wanted, some of 

which can qualify for extra pay: electricians, millwrights, sawyers, blacksmiths, carpenters, 

plumbers and pipefitters, edgers, riggers, shoemakers, cooks, log canters, saw filers, motor car 

drivers, and tractor operators, log makers, rollers and chainmen and road cutters. 

   Major McCaul will be enlisting men, with headquarters here, for two or three weeks. The 

headquarters and recruiting office will be stationed at the Sylvanite Athletic Association which 

granted use of the premises for this purpose. Major McCaul expressed his appreciation to the 

association and the mine management for this privilege. 

   About 20 men were on hand yesterday morning and their applications are in process of 

consideration. They will go before the medical board from day to day, when a sufficient number 

of men have been otherwise found acceptable. 

SOLDIERS FIRST 

   They are to be trained as soldiers first, for they will be soldiers first of all. They will receive 

instruction and get experience in small arms and machine guns at some Canadian camp. But they 

will be a special unit for forestry work and may be called upon at any time to do that work for 

which they are especially fitted, if and when the need arises. 

   In the last war many Canadians did forestry work in Britain, in the Vosges mountains and in 

Italy. There is considerable forestry work being done in the British Isles this war, but for the time 

at least, the continent is out of British control. 

 

 
   KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1940  

 

Forestry Men Get Quarters in Hudson Bay Ukrainian Hall 

 

Men Enlistments in “Bush Men’s Unit” Continue; Majoe McCaul’s Headquarters Moved 

From Sylvanite Hall; Officer Pays Visit to Elk Lake District 



 

   The Ukrainian Hall, Hudson Bay Avenue, which was closed by federal authorities when the 

activities of foreign nationalist organizations were suspended, has been turned over said Cheif 

Constable Reg. Pinegar to No. 12 Forestry Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, to be used as 

headquarters and barracks. 

   The nucleus of the company, already well on its way to a successful recruiting campaign in 

Northern Ontario, moved over to the new quarters this morning from the Sylvanite Athletic Hall. 

Again Major A.C. McCaul, O.C. of the company, expressed the thanks of the company for the 

use of the Sylvanite Hall which was granted by the Sylvanite Athletic Association. The 

Ukrainian Hall will provide more spacious quarters. 

   Men are applying daily for admission into the forestry unit. About ten men were ready for the 

medical board yesterday morning and another group applied yesterday, with others coming in 

today. 

MANY FROM ELK LAKE 

   Major McCaul spent Saturday and Sunday at Elk Lake and a number of men came in yesterday 

to join up. It appears as if 20 men at least will sign up from that area. 

   Men experienced in all branches of bush and mill work are wanted for this unit. And in 

addition Major McCaul is looking for men skilled in the following trades: 

    Electricians, millwrights, sawyers, blacksmiths, carpenters, plumbers and pipefitters, edgers, 

riggers, shoemakers, cooks, log canters, saw filers, motor car drivers and tractor operators, log 

makers, rollers and chainmen, and road cutters. 

RECENT ENLISTMENTS  

   Following is the list of men signed up since Thursday: 

   Childerhose, James Lawrence, 9 Duncan Avenue. 

   Duffy, Isaac Dennis, 84 Prospect Ave. 

   Lacroix, Joseph Arthur, Sturgeon Falls. 

   Landry Ernest, 33 Government Rd., West. 

   McDonald, William Gordon, 30 Government Rd., West. 

   Plourd, Solomon, Larder Lake. 

   Zub, Julian, 1173 Manitoba St., Winnipeg.  

 

 



 

COCHRANE, ONT., AUGUST 22, 1940 

FORESTRY CORPS TAKING RECRUITS AT LEGION ROOMS 

   Recruiting for No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, is going forward in Cochrane, with 

many already signed up. The Company is headed up by Major A.C. McCaul, of Kirkland Lake, 

with Captain Eric Skead, of Ottawa, second in command. Capt. Skead has been in town 

arranging for the recruiting and also visited Kapuskasing. Lieut. Gordon Ferguson, of Kirkland 

Lake, will be in charge of bush operations of the company. 

    Those most urgently needed at the present time are bush workers and millmen. Those wishing 

to sign up can do so at the Legion Rooms, in the Post Office building. It is expected that 

recruiting for this unit will be completed by Saturday night. 

 

 

KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, FRIDAY, AUGUST 23, 1940 

 

THEY TAKE NEW TRAILS 

 

Bushmen from Near and Far Come to Kirkland to Join Up With Forestry Unit 



 

   The men of the logging camps, saw mills and bush trails are converging on Kirkland Lake in a 

steady stream to swell the enlistment of No. 12 Forestry Company, Canadian Forestry Corps 

C.A.S.F., which is in its second week of recruiting here. 

   Already more than 100 men are parading daily and each day brings new groups from south and 

north and east and west. Probably the unit will have the major part of the 195 men sough for this 

company while a similar company is being organized at Haileybury. When these two units are 

filled the north will have made another creditable contribution to Canada’s war effort. 

   Major A.C. McCaul, officer commanding the company, has two of his officers, Capt. Eric 

Skead and Lieut. Gordon Ferguson up north recruiting men. They have been in Cochrane and at 

Kapuskasing. About 22 men are coming down from that area already. Yesterday 26 men were 

sent up from a recruiting station in North Bay. A number came from Elk Lake and Gowanda 

early in the week. About four men arrived here from Timmins. 

IN LABOR HALL 

   The company is using as a barracks the Ukrainian Temple Hall at 23 Hudson Bay Avenue, 

which recently was closed up by federal authorities when a number of foreign nationalist 

organizations were banned. They are drilling daily at the Collegiate grounds.  

 

 
 



KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 1940 

 

Forestry Unit Nearly At Full Strength; Are Drilling Daily 

 

More Blankets Needed For Those Billeted in Labor Temple, No Uniforms Yet 

 

   No. 12 Forestry Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, today was almost at full strength after 

little more than two weeks of recruiting here and at points ranging from this district to 

Kapuskasing. 

   Major A.C. McCaul planned to recruit 190 men here, in addition to the five officers selected at 

the outset. Although this is not a lumbering centre a good proportion of the men signed up in the 

first week were Kirkland Lake men. In the last few days scores of men have come down from 

Cochrane and Kapuskasing area to swell the ranks. 

   The percentage of men passing through the medical tests successfully is not as high in the 

logging industry as it has been among the miners, as the health standards are not as strict. For 

this reason it has been necessary to find about 300 men willing to enter the forestry branch of the 

army before the required 190 could be definitely in sight. 

   Although uniforms have been on the way for several days they have not arrived here yet and 

only the officers and N.C.O.’s are in military garb at the present time. 

   The men have been drilling daily, as they have been signed up and those from out of town are 

being billeted in the Ukrainian Labor Temple where headquarters of the company has been 

located. The bunks are in the assembly hall on the second floor. 

   If anyone has a few blankets to spare, they are needed by this unit at the present time, as the 

nights have turned very cool. Although the loan of some blankets wasa made by local 

construction firms quite a few more are needed. 

LIST OF RECRUITS 

   Following is the list of men signed up since August 21: 

Aalto, Rene Frederick, 72 Cameron St. N. Timmins 

Adams, Leonard Norman, Eau Claire, Ont. 

Keech, Sanford, Cochrane, Ont 

McDonald, Duncan, Iroquois Falls, Ont 

Pelletier, Joseph, Cochrane, Ont 

Pilsworth, Reginald, Forestry Branch, Larder Lake, Ont. 

Ranta, Eino Emanuel, Cochrane, Ont 

Shirley, Russell, Cochrane, Ont 

Smiley, Rodney, Cochrane, Ont 

Bailey, Harold Victor, King Kirkland, Ont 

Booth, Frederick John, Monteith, Ont 

Brisson, William Arthur, Timmins, Ont 

Chamandy, Joseph, Cochrane, ONT 

Deschamps, Ernest, 23 McCamus Ave 

Frappier, John Smooth Rock Falls, Ont 

Hopkins, George Henry, 6 Main St 

Lamoureux, Philip, 117A Duncan Ave 

McKinnon, Emery, 98B Third St 

Nicholson, Lesalie Thomas, Timmins 



Popp, Jack, Hough Lake 

Strong, Elwin, Hough Lake 

Tyrez, Mike, 42 Taylor Ave 

Wilson, John Lee, Timmins, Ont 

Atchie, S.T., Kemptville, Ont 

Bertrand, R. Cochrane, Ont 

Beauchemin, J.P.A., Mont Rock, Ont 

Blackwell, C.I., Cochrane, Ont 

Champagne, R.M. Ansonville, Ont 

Fleg, L.A. Ansonville, Ont 

Gerchuk, S. Ansonville, Ont 

Grant, J.A. Ansonville, Ont 

Hutson, C.R. Cochrane, Ont 

 

      

 
KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1940 

 

Forestry Company Recruited Over Strength; Some Transfers 



Large Groups From Cochrane, Antonville, Other Points North Now In Ranks; Fullness of 

quota Ends Active Recruiting, Col. James To Take Further Names 

 

   No. 12 Forestry Company recruited here and No. 11 Company recruited at Haileybury, for the 

Canadian Forestry Corps, have been recruited to more than the strength required and some 

transfers will be necessary to other companies which may not have reached full strength yet. 

   Although only 190 men were sought for each of these companies, the local unit now has a total 

of 208 other ranks who passed through the Medical Board and who have been sworn in as 

soldiers of the King. 

   Large groups from Cochrane, Ansonville and other points north of here came down during the 

past week and swelled the figure to beyond the expected amount. 

   This means that for the first time in a good many weeks there is no active recruiting in 

Kirkland Lake or the immediate district. However, those still seeking to enlist may leave there 

names with Col. R.H. James, recruiting officer, Federal Building, Duncan Avenue, and they will 

receive a call when any further units are being formed. 

MANY SPECIALISTS 

   Major A.C. McCaul, O.C. No. 12 Forestry Company says that he has a fine body of men and 

he is proud of the type he has been able to secure in the northland. Among the recruits are many 

specialized tradesmen. Incidentally, Major McCaul will address the Kiwanis Club on Tuesday on 

the organization and work of a forestry battalion. 

   In No. 12 company here are four brothers who came down from Cochrane District. They are 

Edgar, Alde, Joseph and Wilfred Marchand. Fortunately all of them passed the medical 

examination and were not divided by these stringent tests, as has been the fate of other groups of 

brothers and friends who have sought to enlist together. 

   There are many Europeans, notably Poles and Jugoslavs who have enlisted and many of them 

have had previous war experience in Central European armies. There are many French-

Canadians also in the enrollment book. 

   There are many veterans also of the Canadian and British forces of the First Great War and 

Major McCaul believes they will be a great steadying influence in the unit. Practically all of the 

staff and sub-staff of the company are veterans of the last war. 

AVERAGE AGE 28 

   The average age of the company is about 28 years. The veterans lifted this up quite a bit, so 

there are many well below this age. 

  Conditioning will not be a great problem with this group, as they are from the bush and farm 

settlements of the district and have been used to heavy work and outdoor life. They are trained 

daily in infantry drill, as they will be soldiers first of all. They get the same preliminary training 

in this regard as the infantry battalions. 

   The army is human, too, it was revealed in a little incident discovered yesterday. About 25 men 

had come down in a body from Ansonville on Monday to enlist. But Ansonville wanted to do 

something for these boys to show that the town was proud of them. The whole gang was allowed 

to go back by truck Tuesday to attend a farewell party and dance. 

   Wednesday 23 men came down from Cochrane and there were enough accepted from this 

group to put the unit well over the top.  

   Lieut. E.L. MacKay, of Ottawa, forestry engineer, will report here at the end of the week. 

   Following is the list of officers; 

Major A.C. McCaul, Kirkland Lake, O.C. 



Capt. Eric Skead, Ottawa, 2 I/C 

Lieut. H. Priske, Kirkland Lake, adjutant 

Lieut. J.S. Bryson, Toronto, C/O mill operations 

Lieut. Gordon Ferguson, Kirkland Lake, C/O bush operations 

Lieut. E.L. MacKay, Ottawa, forestry engineer 

   The following is the list of men signed up on Monday and Tuesday: 

Audette, Leon J., Cochrane 

Fournier, Theodore, Ottawa 

Lapalme, Gerard Joseph, Ansonville 

Major, George, Cochrane 

McInnis, George, Cochrane 

Nicolson, Kenneth, Cochrane 

Paradis, Armand, Mont-Rock 

Williams, Harry Edwin, Cochrane 

Williams, John, Cochrane 

Barry, Carmel, Frederickhouse, Ont 

Bellamy, Claire, Cochrane 

Carr, Whitney, Cochrane 

Chupryna, Peter, Brethour 

Cole, James Hilton, King Kirkland 

Cole, Thomas Henry, Kapuskasing 

Cormier, Adelard, Kapuskasing 

Dunkel, Leonard Walter, Hunta, Ont 

 

 


