
 

 
KIRKLAND LAKE, ONTARIO, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1940 

 

Two Scenes at Drumhead Service 

 

   Above is a section of the recently recruited No. 12 Forestry Company, Canadian Forestry 

Corps, which completed recruiting here a week ago. More than 200 strong the unit marched with 

the Algonquin Regiment on Sunday and gave a good account of itself along the route of march 

and in the ceremonial at the Collegiate grounds Sunday afternoon, on the occasion of the 

Drumhead Service. Standing in front of the men is Major A.C. McCaul who recruited the 

company. Below is the north side of the square formed for the drumhead service in which the 

two active two active service companies recruited and trained here to date participated. The 

children brought their puppy dogs and dolls along, too, to see what was going on. They admired 

the soldiers and were impressed by the ceremony. 
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Transfer of 20 Men Leaves Vacancies; Scalers Are Wanted 

 

Transit Runner Also Called for to assist in Survey Branch; Some to Victoria Rifles 

 

   A detachment of 20 man has gone from No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, which 

recently was recruited to more than the required strength here. In the shift a few vacancies were 

left to be filled here with skilled tradesmen in various branches of the lumbering industry. 

   Scalers, in particular, are wanted and the requirements include millwrights, sawyers, and so 

forth. The unit also wants a transit runner to assist the surveying branch. All the qualifications 

the transit runner needs is a knowledge of trigonometry. Graduation in upper school mathematics 

is sufficient. 

    The men sent from here over the week end were to report to the depot at Military District No. 

2 headquarters in Toronto. The men will be assigned to several other units, a number of them 

sent to the Victoria Rifles at Montreal, They left under the command of Lance Corporal Gordon 

McDonald. 

   Following is the list of men so transferred to other units: E. Arnaud, J. Grant, K. Jamieson, P. 

Lanosky, A.J. Lacroix, G.J. Lapalme, G.W. McDonald, L.W. McDougall, F.W. McIntrye, D.A. 

MacMillan, A. Marjaric, R. Pederson, J.T. Ramsey, H.R. Renaud, P. Robinson, A. Skorey, N.J. 

Smith, R.G. Smiley, J. Williams and J. Zub. 
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ARMY MEN AT CHURCH 

 



Alonquins, Foresters, Parade to Saint Peter’s, Holy Name, For Special Services 

 

   Parading Sunday morning to special services at Saint Peter’s Anglican and Holy Name Roman 

Catholic Churches, members of C Company, the Alonquin Regiment, C.A.S.F.. and the 12
th

 

Forestry unit, heard special addresses by the Rev. Harry A. Sims and the Rev. Fr. Roy 

McMahon. 

   It was essentially a soldier’s turnout and the clergy had arranged a form of worship suitable to 

the occasion. 

   Prior to the services, which were held at 9.30 a.m. and 9.45 a.m., the Alonquins marched past 

the Cenotaph for the salute. 

   A feature of the occasion was the singing of the Alonquin Regiment hymn, written by an 

unknown author, and recently published at North Bay. 

   Set to the tune of “Onward Christian Soldiers” it provided a stirring and inspiring sacred 

number, and the troops were unanimous in their praise of it. 

  The addresses were specially suited to the uniformed congregations. 

   In the afternoon the troops took part in drumhead service at the Collegiate grounds, an account 

of which appears on the front page of the second section. 
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GHOST WALKS FOR LOCAL MEN IN KHAKI 

 



Capt. H.S. Norton on Job Saturday For Cash Line-up 

 

   About 450 soldiers now in training in Kirkland Lake saw the “ghost walk” on Saturday, the 

first time for many of them since they joined the army. 

   Capt. H.s. Norton, pay master for the Algonquin Regiment, paid off the men of the unit 

stationed here on Saturday morning at the winter market building. Major A.C. McCaul, O.C. Bo. 

12 Forestry Company, acted as his own paymaster when his unit was paid off on Saturday 

morning.  

   Assisting the paymasters were Paymaster Sergeant J.H. Stewart, attached to the Algonquin 

Regiment, and Sergt. P. McGlade of the Forestry unit. 

   It is quite a routine to pay off a group of more than 200 men in each unit. The Algonquin have 

over 240 men and the Forestry unit has 216 men. The names were called out alphabetically and 

the men line up, with non-commissioned officers at the head of the column. 

   The commissioned officer first receive their pay and the line starts moving forward slowly. The 

money is counted out by the paymaster according to the amount shown on his books and each 

man must sign for the amount received. 

   It isn’t a case of each man being paid the same amount, although their basic pay is the same. 

Many of the men married or single, have assigned part of their pay to dependents. And here and 

there is a man docked for misbehaviour which comes to the attention of the officers. 

   In the Forestry Company, which has just completed recruiting here, there is another item to 

watch. Each man is paid only from the day he joined the army to the end of the month. 

GET $10 ADVANCE 

   There have been interim pays for the men who signed up. And there is a pay day at the middle 

of the month. Shortly after enlistment the men are granted an advance of $10. Then at the middle 

of the month they are paid to within $5 of the amount owing to that time. At the end of the month 

they get whatever balance is coming to them. 

   For the single fellows the army pay is pretty good, if they have no dependents. It averages 

about $40 a month and that is probably much more than the average young single fellow would 

have at the end of a month in a civil job, after he paid for his board, lodging and clothing. 

   But the married man, or the single man with dependents, if he assigns $20 monthly of his pay, 

only has $19 or $20 left. That’s one reason why people at home, who are still earning civil pay 

and not actively fighting the country’s battles, can dig down and send smokes and other goodies 

once in awhile to the men in Canadian camps and overseas without feeling that they are 

performing a charity—it almost amount to a duty. 

   And there were 450 men training in town and probably another 50 home on leave over the 

holiday weekend after their pay day at camp, the total amount of soldier’s pay in circulation, and 

most of it quickly passed into circulation, is considerable in this community. 
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RESIGN; ARE ON SERVICE 

 

Neil Wilson, President, Wm. Black Quit Legion Offices; Busy as Soldiers Now  

    

   President Neil Wilson, first official act in the new home of the Canadian Legion in the former 

Finnish Hall on Prospect Avenue was to resign, his office being taken by William Johnston, first 

vice-president, who is now on duty with Algonquin Militia unit at Niagara-on-the-Lake training 

camp. 

   President Neil’s resignation was occasioned by the fact that he is now on active service again, 

being a sergeant in the No. 12 Forestry Company. Another sergeant, incidentally, is Harry 

Wilson, who has gone back to Khaki. 

   Another resignation, accepted with equal regret, was that of Sergt. William Black, also of the 

Forestry unit, who was second vice-president. His place will be taken by Evan Jones. 

   The Legion which gave up it’s quarters in the basement of the Fereral Building for military 

use, is rapidly “digging in” in its new home, and carpenters and electricians are daily completing 

items of alterations. 



   And so at last the hope of many people is fulfilled. The King’s portrait has taken the place of 

that of Stalin, which once glowered down on the hall, declared outlaw as being the meeting place 

of an illegal organization by wartime regulation, and now turned over for the use of the Legion. 
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GET ARMS SCRATCHED 

    Innoculation and vaccination of the men of No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, is 

proceeding at the present time. Capt. J.F. Edis, who has been attached to the company as medical 

officer while it is in Kirkland Lake, is performing these duties. 
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Four Days’ Leave for Cochrane Foresters 

 

   Seventy-four enlisted men in No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, had a well-earned 

leave of four days over the week end and to go to Cochrane district from which they had recently 

come to Kirkland Lake to sign up with the unit. 

   Major A.C. McCaul saw that these men had their long leave before the unit moved off to a 

training camp, which orders have been anticipated from day to day. The men from centres closer 

to Kirkland Lake had more opportunity to see their families than did those who came down from 

such great distances. Consequently the situation evened up by this foresight on the part of the 

officer commanding. 

   The party left here Saturday and does not have to report back with the unit until reveille is 

sounded on Thursday morning. That means that they can govern themselves according to their 

ability to get back in advance of that time. Most of them made their own transportation 

arrangements and will probably be able to return during the night, so that they can make the most 

of their leave. 
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Won’t Hear Troops “Knocked” 13-year-old Knocks Knocker 

Jack Kellaway, 13, Has Hand in Cast as Result of Encounter Over Disparaging Remarks 

About Forestry Company; Facts of Affair Casually Revealed 

 

   One “fifth columnist” in Kirkland Lake is out of business for the time being and so is a young 

patriot who couldn’t stand hearing him joking about the soldiers on parade, and the uniforms 

they wore. 

   The lad who took personal responsibility for checking such an outburst by another lad is Jack 

Kellaway, 81 McKenzie Avenue, just 13 years of age. Just now he is wearing his hand in a cast, 

as the price of super-patriotism. 

   A few days ago Jackie was standing watching the No. 12 Forestry Company parading through 

the streets when another youngster made some remark about the soldiers, and disparaging the 

uniform. These were fighting words to Jackie whose own father and his grandfather had served 

in the last war. 

   Jackie bopped the other youngster with his fist and broke some bones own hand. His hand had 

to be x-rayed and then put in a cast. He did not give many details for some time as to how the 

incident came about. But one day he broke loose and said what he thought about other boys who 

laugh at soldiers who are willing to fight for their country. 

   He says he still has his other hand ready for the next one who makes a remark like that. 

   The story got around, and the officers of the Forestry company heard about it. These officers 

now visit Jackie every night to see how that trusty hand is coming along. 
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Forestry Men Back 

Eighty-Four Soldiers Returned From Long Leave Up in Timmins and Cochrane Areas; 

More to go  

 

    Eighty-four men who were given a four-day leave to return to their homes in Timmins and the 

Cochrane area reported back to No. 12 Forestry Company yesterday and are back in full swing of 

training. Some other leaves will be given this week end to balance up things in this matter. 

   Major A.C. McCaul, O.C. the Company, has been anxious to ensure every man gets his four-

day leave before he gets away from this district, so that he can spend the long leave at his home. 

   Soon the company will be going off to camp somewhere in Canada. It was expected that they 

would be gone by this time, but orders have not yet come through. They are still lacking some 

equipment. 

 

 
 


