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Guests at Rectory 
   Officers of the 12

th
 Kirkland Lake Co., Canadian Forestry Corps, C.A.S.F., were entertained at 

dinner at Holy Name Rectory Tuesday night by the Rev. Fr. Roy McMahon, rector, and Rev. Frs. 

T. Kavanagh and N. Chorney. The guests were Major A.C. McCaul, officer commanding, Capt. 

G.K Campbell, second in command, Lieut. H. Priske, Adjutant, and Lieuts. G.E. Ferguson, J.S. 

Bryson and E.L. MacKay. 
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Grant $150 to Funds of Local Forestry Company 

   Granting of $150 to the No. 12 Kirkland Lake Company, Canadian Forestry Corps to 

supplement the subsistence allowance, which is inadequate to board soldiers in Kirkland Lake, 

which was one feature if Tuesday night’s council meeting. 

   It was explained that the Company is one of the 20 throughout Canada which constitutes the 

Forestry Corps and that it retains its identity as a Kirkland Lake one, some 50 per cent of the men 

and most of the staff being from Kirkland Lake and the immediate district. 
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Are Transferred 

   The men transferred from No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps to Toronto where they 

will be allocated to an infantry unit, and who left Kirkland Lake Tuesday night were: Ptes. 

WE.A. Brisson, E. Deschamp, H.A. Dunbrack, A.G. Gill, H. Hogue, A. Logan, F.E. Matt, J. 

Pelletier and A. St. Jean 
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Kirkland’s Own Bush Soldiers Have an Important Task 

Forestry Company Has Seasoned Veterans in Charge; Will Soon be Leaving Here 

 

   Another Kirkland company, No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps under the command of 

Major A.C. McCaul, shortly will leave this community for more intensive training somewhere in 

Canada, and eventually will go into active service at their regular job of providing boards and 

timber for army purposes. 

   An army, Major McCaul said, uses an enormous amount of timber when on active service, in 

trenches and dugouts and for bridge making, in addition to countless other uses. Twenty forestry 

companies have been formed across Canada, one of the world’s greatest timber countries, and 

they will serve wherever they are called, in Canada, in Great Britain and even, it is hoped, in 

Germany before very long. 



   This company was recruited here, and No. 11 Company was formed in Haileybury. This 

section of Northern Ontario has recruited more than 400 men for this purpose. Just as C 

Company of the Algonquin Regiment, C.A.S.F., left here as a Kirkland Lake Company so will 

the local forestry company.   

   The Forestry unit from here is unique in this respect, that every officer and most of the 

N.C.O.’s have actual war experience. Perhaps the widest experience of all was gained by Sergt. 

W.F. Black, former shift boss at Tech-Hughes Mines, who served at Gallipolli, at Salonika and 

on the Western Front in the First Great War. 

   Sergt. Black finished up the last war as an acting sergeant-major. He has gone in this one as a 

sergeant and has been responsible largely for drilling troops to their present degree of efficiency. 

    Major. A.C. McCaul is well known in Kirkland Lake. He has been with the Heritage 

Construction Company here for some time. He is also a veteran of the First Great War. He is not 

only Officer Commanding company, but also paymaster and official borrower. 

   The paymaster’s job is an extra duty which the O.C.’s of the forestry companies have to 

undertake. Each regiment in the Infantry has it’s own paymaster, and clerks. 

   The job of borrowing this and that, he has undertaken himself to help out the very difficult 

situation here in maintaining troops in training. The government allows only 85 cents a day for 

board and lodgings. In Kirkland Lake that is a real problem. There are no regular barracks and 

board is expensive. The Algonquins went behind about $200 a week while they were here. 

   Major NcCaul obtained the use of the Ukrainian Labor Temple on Hudson Bay Temple 

through the Police Department. It had been padlocked because certain organizations were banned 

for the duration of the war. He borrowed double-decker bunks, mattresses and blankets and 

housed about 100 men there. He also put a number, similarly bedded, in the Wright House and 

another group in the Ukrainian Church on Second Street. The officers were kindly offered free 

quarters in the Northern Canadian Building on Government Road East. 

   The Red Cross provided writing paper, soap and towels and so forth. He received donations of 

coal to keep the places warm enough for the men. Public-spirited citizens provided many 

magazines and two radios for their use. The Teck-Hughes Mines permits use of their quarters for 

the men to have twice-weekly baths. 

   The officers and men are very grateful for these kindnesses. It is just another indication of how 

highly this community regards its enlisted men. As quoted in this paper recently, Kirkland Lake 

is the most hospitable centre anywhere as far as soldiers are concerned. 

SECOND IN COMMAND 

   Capt. G.K. Campbell reported last Tuesday from Ottawa to take over the duties of second in 

command of the company He replaces Capt. Eric Skead who was transferred to Ottawa. He has 

actual bush experience, having been woods superintendent for Bronson’s at Ottawa. He has been 

in that business most of his working days. 

   Lieut. G.E. Ferguson, is a local man, who has spent most of his winter months in the bush and 

his summer months in prospecting. He will be in charge of bush operations with the company. 

Along with Capt. Skead he went north and helped recruit the large number of men signed up 

from Cochrane, Kapuskasing and other northern centres. 

   Lieut. J.B. Bryson, who will be in charge of mill operations, is from Toronto. Although he has 

much bush experience he has lately been a traveling salesman. 

   Lieut. E.L. MacKay, recently came from Ottawa to take over the duties of forestry engineer, 

which include surveying and other technical jobs, He will be also responsible for the war diary of 



the company and already obtained clippings and pictures from The Northern News files from the 

first day the unit began recruiting here which was August 12. 

   Lieut. H. Priske, well-known here where he was employed for many years at Lake Shore 

Mines as a mining engineer, is adjutant of the company. He was in it from the first day and has 

assisted considerably in the recruiting and organization of the company. He finished up the First 

Great War as a Captain. 

   The Company’s Sergeant-Major is W.H. Waller, 58-B Third Street, a former Sergeant-Major 

of the Grenadier Guards. As stated before, Sergt. W.F. Black is instructor of the company. Staff 

Sergeant Henry Wilson served with the 29
th

 Division Imperial Troops in France in the First Great 

War. The Quartermaster Sergeant is Alonzo Fortin, former town clerk, assessor and tax collector 

of Cobalt. He has an immense amount of detail work to do in the army and his municipal 

experience is about the best possible qualification for these duties. W.P. Dempster, of Esquimalt, 

B.C., has come East to take over the duties of Armour Sergeant with the Company. He will be in 

charge of the firearms with which they will be equipped. 

   At present the Company is training at Wright-Hargreaves ball park and is rapidly being drilled 

into shape. Through their special training will call them eventually to wood-cutting operations 

somewhere they will always be on active service. In this war, there is no telling where the enemy 

will strike. They will be equipped for fighting as well as for the bush, as they will be soldiers 

first of all. 

   Eighty percent of the men have actual bush experience, and most of them are crack shots with 

the sporting rifles. They will be readily trained in the use of a service rifle and in the effective 

use of machine guns.   

   Although Kirkland Lake is no longer the centre of lumbering activity the company recruited 60 

per cent of its men from this district. And the whole force was signed up here and billeted here 

for at least a month. That is why it is entitled to be known as No. 12 Kirkland Lake Company, 

Canadian Forestry Corps   
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Legion is Host 

   The Kirkland Lake Branch of the Canadian Legion, B.E.S.L., played hosts to the members of 

No. 12 Company, Canadian Forestry Corps, at the Legion Hall on Saturday night. There was 



splendid program and the guests were royally entertained, all reporting a good time at the 

conclusion of the social and sociable evening. 
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   Sergt-Major William Johnson and the Pipe Band of the Algonquin Regiment, N.P.A.M., are 

shown here at the head of the street parade en route to the Lake Shore athletic field Sunday 

afternoon for the Drumhead Service. Units participating were No. 12 Forestry Company, 

Canadian Forestry Corps, which is following the Pipe Band. The Special Constabulary and “C” 

Company of the Algonquin Regiment, N.P.A.M., as well as the Pipe Band and the Citizens’ 

Band 
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Has Praise for Troops 

Col. C.B. Chisholm, M.C., Inspects Kirkland Forestry Co., Pleased with Turnout 

   Col. C.B. Chisholm M.C. and Bar, Officer Commanding the Northern District, whose 

headquarters are at North Bay, was in Kirkland inspecting No. 12 Forestry Company, Canadian 

Forestry Corps, and also the billeting of the men. 

   Col. Chisholm concluded the inspection of the troops, 190 strong altogether with the six 

commissioned officers, with the remark that they were a “good looking body of men.” He found 

the billeting here satisfactory. 

   This was the first official inspection of the company, since it was first organized about six 

weeks ago. Within the past few days full equipment, excepting arms, has been received and the 

men paraded in full battle dress. 

   Tomorrow morning the men will go out on an extended route march during which Brigadier 

General A.E. Swift D.S.O., will inspect the company at Culver Park. The company will leave 

here in full battle dress at 9 o’clock, will march out to Culver Park  where the inspection will be 

held at 11.45 o’clock. Then the company will have lunch at the park grounds and will return to 

Kirkland Lake in the afternoon. 
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Gen. Swift Inspects Local Forestry Unit 

   Brigadier General A.E. Swift, D.S.O., inspected No. 12 Kirkland Lake Company, Canadian 

Forestry Corps, on Wednesday at Culver Park after which he announced that he was very pleased 

with the splendid body of men. Considering the fact that they have had such a short period of 

training, he said. 

   None of the 190 men and officers fell out during the route march from the barracks on Hudson 

Bay Avenue to Culver Park and return. 

  The company moved off from the barracks at 8.30 a.m. and proceeded via Duncan Avenue to 

Government Road, thence out to Swastika and Culver Park.  

   General Swift was accompanied by Capt. G.K. Campbell, second in command of thr company, 

as his orderly officer. When he took the salute the general was accompanied also by A.W. 

Cooper. 

   When the company, under the command of Major A.C. McCaul, formed up at the ground they 

were organized in column of platoons for the inspection. After the inspection they marched past 

in column of route march, with General Swift taking the salute. 

   At 11.45 a.m. the company broke off and had lunch at the grounds. They carried their lunches 

with them and served with hot coffee prepared at the park. After lunch they fell in again in quite 

a heavy flurry of snow and marched back to Kirkland Lake, taking the same route back to the 

barracks where they dismissed. 


