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From: Nancy and Brent  
Sent: Saturday, December 07, 2013 5:28 PM  
To: rj.gonefishing@shaw.ca  
Subject: CFC search 
Mr. Briggs, 
A not-so-brief introduction: 
My name's Brent Stratichuk. I'm adopted, but tracked down my birth-mother a few years back. As I continue to learn 
more about my birth-family in bits & pieces, I've recently learned that my grandfather, John Oelrich, served in the 
Canadian Forestry Corps during World War II. With this intriguing clue, I discovered your incredible CFC website, only to 
find that my grandfather's name isn't mentioned among ANY of the units. He even married his own war bride while 
stationed in Scotland (Margaret Campbell), but no mention of this event either. Pressing my birth-mom June for any 
more details, she mentioned that John was supposedly in the same unit as Pte. Joe Morrissey (No. 10, Coy), but no luck 
there EITHER. Both men moved to Powell River after the war, and their brides (BOTH named Margaret!) even came over 
on the same ship to meet up with their husbands in B.C. Knowing this extra detail I was SURE that link about "War Brides 
& Rosies: Powell River & Stillwater, B.C.", by Barbara Ann Lambert, would finally mention SOMETHING, but again, 
nothing. Maybe because John wasn't originally FROM Powell River (born & raised in Princeton)? Also, he apparently 
wasn't in the Company 10 photo because he'd been injured just before. (A sidenote to THAT story - he apparently met 
his brother, Richard Oelrich, on the hospital train for the first time ever, because of their wide age gap and the fact that 
John had moved away from home so many years before. Crazy, huh?) 
Anyways, long story short - does ANY of this ring a bell for you? If not, do you have any other suggestions on finding out 
more about his service? I'm sure my birth-mother and I would BOTH greatly appreciate it. 
Sincerely, 
Brent Stratichuk 
Burnaby, B.C. 
John 
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