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Death Certificate courtesy of Sandra Shanks 
CQMS Harry Francis Shier was married age 36. He died 1 July 1943 at 1 a.m. in ambulance on way from Darnaway Camp, 
Whitemere parish of Dyke to Military Hospital. His father was deceased and his mother was Minnie Shier. He died from 
multiple injuries – shock. The informant was Lt. R.W. Celder Adj No, 23 Coy CFC Darnaway Camp, Whitemere. 
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Hi Bob, 
I spent some time today in Forfar Cemetery and searched the whole of section O. Didn't find any marker for Shier or his 
name on any other family stone. I don't have a subscription to Deceased on Line, the only site now available to us with 
the burial records for the whole of Angus, but the "free search" shows that Harry F Shier was buried in Forfar on July 3rd 
1943. A subscription is required to find out where! 
Please confirm that the burial plot is O. 294. 
Also as part of their cost-cutting excercise the local authority has stopped issuing detailed plans of the various sections. 
The map provided by Deceased on Line does not take into account some idiocincracies in the numbering system, as I 
found out when I helped someone who had one find an unmarked site last year. I will call at a friendly local undertaker 
during the week and get a copy of the section plan from him. With this I should be able to pin-point the grave site and 
confirm whether or not there is a marker. 
I was expecting to see a stone like this 
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which is in the adjacent section N. There are several military stones of this design in the cememtery including others 
with the Canadian Forestry Corps badge but they are all over the place. Also some service graves are marked with "non-
military" stones while others are recorded on the family stone. I inspected all tyoes of stone in the section. 
Will try again next free day. 
Cheers, 
Bruce D 
From: 
 
From: Bruce Dorward  
Sent: February-27-12 5:18 AM  
To: Robert J Briggs  
Subject: Shier grave. 
Hi Bob, 
Cold.damp day not conducive to working outside even though it was supposed to be on an urgent job! I had to walk to a 
place near the cemetery so I continued there. Went straight to section U and Harry Shier's grave was the first one I saw. 
Photos are attached: 
The stone including as small inscribed flower holder. 
Close-up of the inscription on the flower holder 
Close-up of the inscription at the base of the stone 
Location showing two similar stones behind 
Some general shots of the cemetery. 
A couple of points interested me: 
The inscription on small stone flower holder and indeed its presence suggests that his parent(s) were in Forfar 
The wooden cross in front of the stone may not be too recent but it is an example of crosses with a poppy pinned to it 
which are sold by the Royal British Legion and inserted in a planter at the WW2 War Memorial. Many are later taken to 
the cemetery. 
Hope these meet your needs. 
Bruce D 
 

   



 

   
 

   
                                           H62660 CQMS                                                                 Cemetery: FORFAR CEMETERY   
                                              H.F. SHIER                                                                              Angus, United Kingdom       
                                 CANADIAN FORESTRY CORPS                                                  Grave Reference: Section U 
                                      1ST JULY 1943 AGE 30 
 
From: Bruce Dorward  
Sent: February-27-12 2:05 PM  
To: Robert J Briggs Subject:  
Re: Shier grave. 
Hi Bob, 
Glad you liked the pictures. I was reading through some of the stuff on the web-site and see that you have a lot of grave-
stone pictures. 



When you come to include Harry Shier you might like to note that the official name of the cemetery is Newmonthill, 
Forfar. This might help to avoid problems if anyone looks this up on the Angus Council web-site or anywhere else. 
It is curious how he came to be buried there, I have never heard of CFC activity in this area. You mention a camp near 
Brechin (only 14 miles away) but if he had met with an accident there I would have expected him to have been taken to 
Strathcathro Hospital (if it existed, it was only built about then!) and been buried in Brechin cemetery. 
There are many stones of that pattern scattered about Newmonthill, many of them from WW1. WW1 makes some 
sense. A large villa on the edge of town was commandeered as a convalecent hospital. My grandfather's sister was 
married to the local man appointed to a supervisory position there. He was a business man who was active in the Red 
Cross. Many wounded soldiers passed through and it is highly likely that some of them did not fully recover from 
wounds or developed complications and died. I am not aware of any similar arrangement in WW2. 
After many years of interest in my ancestors, especially my great great grandfather (who needs a long story), I eventually 
traced him to Aberdeenshire then, after another long wait, to Toronto. I have since contacted some of his decendants 
there and completed a list of his family and most of the next generation. A couple of distant cousins are in USA but I 
have others, some still in Toronto and district but others are as far appart as Ottawa and Vancouver. 
I must confess that I had never heard of Victoria until a year ago. When I did I had to do a little research in order to keep 
informed about the doings of a 3rd cousin who is, for the time being, a part time resident while she attends the 
Canadian College of Performing Arts. So I must now modify my future ambition (if and when I get a reasonably financial 
windfall) which was to fly to Vancouver and work my way back overland to Toronto. 
Enough rambling! 
Cheers, 
Bruce D 


