
William “Billy” Rainey’ – From Forest to Fray 
 

 
Pte William “Billy” Rainey D-110153 

CFC - Coy 2, Ballogie, Scotland, Aug, 1941 
 
On Nov 3-4, 2008 I (Gordon Rainey) spent time at the central Archives Canada building 
at 395 Wellington St, in downtown Ottawa. I was there attending an Irish-Canadian 
Genealogy Symposium. I skipped some of the presentations, to meet an archival 
researcher on the 3rd floor, where I browsed through my uncle Billy Rainey’s war 
records.  
 
Billy’s records were in a medium sized cardboard file box, containing a single accordion 
folder in which was a wad of various sized papers and cards. The principle records were 
the “service and casualty” sheets, indicating the intervals spent in various functions. 
Additional information included his medical and dental records as well as some financial 
records on salary adjustments, personal loans, victory bond subscriptions, etc.  
 
From the “service and casualty” sheets it was possible to construct a time-line covering 
Billy’s five years of military service. Billy enlisted July 29, 1940, in Westmount, QC, at 
age 22. Overseas he was initially with Coy 2 Canadian Forestry Corps in Ballogie, 
Scotland (Jan 1941 - Apr 1943), then with Coy 3 Canadian Armoured Reinforcement 
Unit in England (Apr 1943 - Aug 1943), then with the Canadian School of Artillery (Aug 
1943 - Nov 1944), then with Coy 2 Canadian Armoured Reinforcement Unit in England 
(Nov 1944), then with Coy 3 Canadian Infantry Corps (Nov 1944-Apr 1945) in England, 
then he was assigned to the 1st Battalion Black Watch (Apr 1945-Jun 1945), to reinforce 
a unit drained by combat casualties.  
 
Billy disembarked in Holland on Mar 28, 1945. Billy’s actual combat role was very short, 
from April 10 to May 5 (VE - Day). So, of the five years he was enlisted, he actually 
spent less than a month fighting, during the final push through northeast Holland, into 
north-west Germany.  
 
In his discharge papers the military describe William Rainey as “a husky man of average 
height. He appears to be an aggressive and determined man.” Elsewhere they note the 



4 years work he had done in the white rock (magnesite) mine at Kilmar, QC, prior to 
enlisting. “He was a miner (mucker)” and the footnote was that this was indeed “hard 
work”. The pay was $30/week. Prior to that he had worked 4 years on the farm. During 
the winters he had also worked as a jobber and lumberjack.  
 
His sports involvements were summarized as swimming, skiing, wrestling, boxing and 
skating. Team sports included (ice) hockey. He played defenseman. 
 
At one point they indicate Billy had grade 4 education, by age 12, in a Quebec school 
and at another point they recorded that he had had grade 5.  
 
From Billy’s medical records, I jotted down some additional notes. 
 
His birthday was recorded as July 12, 1918.  In 1943, at age 25, while based in 
Scotland at Bramshot Station, Hants, he was described as follows: 5’ 8½ “, 190#, with 
dark complexion, black hair and brown eyes.  
 
During his forestry work and soldiering, he apparently suffered from at least four 
afflictions, apart from a few colds, a bout with tonsillitis, and such. The first was a 
ventral hernia, operated on at a civilian hospital in Aberdeen, Scotland in May, 1942. A 
second problem was an epigastric hernia, which plagued him off and on, resulting in 
repeated visits to the infirmary. At one point a military doctor recommended that he 
suspend any “hard drinking” for 12 weeks. The third difficulty was flat feet (or fallen 
arches), which became a more of a problem when he transferred from the Forestry 
Corps to combat units, which meant intensive infantry training. There the drills, 
marches and parades made his feet ache. It was also recorded that he had a perforated 
nasal septum. This was noted during a check-up for influenza, but no corrective 
measures appear to have been taken. 
 
Another reality of military life were the rigid controls on leave privileges and the 
harshness of penalties applied when returning late. AWOL (Absence Without Leave) 
was virtually never pardoned, no matter how short the over-run, nor the mitigating 
circumstances. Their meagre pay would then be suspended for weeks, because of what 
appears to be minor, unintentional infractions. The records bear witness to many 
occasions when Billy reported back late and incurred such penalties.  
 
AWOL hearings were handled like court cases, where the defendant could plead “guilty” 
or “not guilty”. In one case Billy pleaded guilty and was about to incur a substantial 
monetary hit. Apparently he was late returning from leave (likely to visit his new wife 
and son in Sheffield) and in spite of good intentions, he encountered transportation 
delays in circumstance well beyond his control. His legal counsel advised him to change 
the plea to “not guilty” and argue the mitigating circumstances and his good intentions. 
This he did, but all to no avail. His pay was suspended for 2 weeks for returning 1 hour 
and 3 minutes late.  



 
The Black Watch Battalion, which Billy joined towards the end of WWII, had a glorious 
history. The Black Watch Battalion was part of the Canadian Highland Regiment.  
 
The Black Watch first saw WWII action in the disastrous Dieppe raid in Aug 1942, 
where it's "C" Company and Mortar Platoon were considered vital elements. 
Subsequently, landing in Normandy shortly after D-Day, the Black Watch participated in 
some thirty battle actions throughout France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Germany. 
In so doing, it suffered more casualties than any other Canadian infantry battalion in 
northwest Europe. Members of the Regiment won 211 honours and awards for the 
campaign, but also sustained heavy casualties.  
 
The official Canadian Royal Highland Regiment (Black Watch) web site is: 
 

http://www.blackwatchcanada.com/ 
  
 

 
                                                                          “No One Provokes Me With Impunity” 

 
The Black Watch tartan kilt and the red hackle (vulture feathers) are familiar markings 
of the Black Watch ceremonial uniforms. The parent Black Watch regiment won the 
right to wear the distinctive red hackle, on bonnet and tamoshanter, during the 
Napoleonic Wars. These symbols have come to represent unflinching courage and 
sacrifice “above and beyond”, made collectively by its soldiers over centuries. 
 
The Canadian Army's role, in the final months of WWII, was to open up the supply 
route, north through Arnhem, Holland and then to clear northeastern and western 
Holland as well as the coastal belt of Germany, as far east as the Elbe River. 
 

http://www.blackwatchcanada.com/


For this campaign, the two Canadian Army Corps would fight side by side for the first 
time in history.  The 1st Canadian Corps, after fighting long and hard in Italy, was 
transferred to northwest Europe. They would deal with the Germans remaining in 
western Holland, north of the Maas. The 2nd Canadian Corps was charged with clearing 
north-eastern Holland and the German coast. The Black Watch Battalion, together with 
the Calgary Highlanders and the Regiment de Maisonneuve, made up the 5th Infantry 
Brigade of the 2nd Canadian Corps.  
 
The 2nd Canadian Corps' northern drive rapidly gained momentum and, as the troops 
crossed into Holland, they were greeted by the enthusiastic demonstrations of the 
liberated Dutch people. 
 

 
                           Black Watch Infantry riding a Sherman tank of the Fort Garry Horse 

 
 
On the right flank, Major General Vokes' 4th Canadian Armoured Division crossed the 
Twente Canal and pushed forward to capture Almelo on April 5, before curving 
eastward to re-enter Germany. In the centre, the 2nd Division (which included Billy’s 
Black Watch Battalion) crossed the Schipbeck Canal and advanced in a virtually straight 
line to Groningen in northern Holland, which they reached on April 16. The 3rd Division, 
on the Corps' left flank, was charged with clearing the area adjoining the Ijssel and 
after several days of stiff fighting occupied the historic Zutphen on April 6. Then, 
pushing forward they captured Deventer, Zwolle and Leeuwarden and reached the sea 
on April 18. 
 



The operations of the 2nd Corps were then extended from eastern Holland into western 
Germany. The 4th Division crossed the Ems River at Meppen and combined with the 1st 
Polish Armoured Division in thrusts on Emden, Wilhelmshaven and Oldenburg. The 3rd 
Division also moved on Emden; while the 2nd Division (including the Balck Watch 
Battalion) advanced from Groningen to the area of Oldenburg. 
 

 
                                        Canadian soldier takes a sniper bullet 

 

 
Path of the 5th Infantry Brigade from northeastern Holland 

into northwestern Germany, in April - May 1945. 

 



 
The information I got from Billy's military file did not indicate what particular Black 
Watch Coy. (i.e. A, B, C, D, Spc., etc.) he was with. A company level diary would give 
more specific detail on the combat action. This remains work in progress.  
 
The battalion moved as a unit across northeast Holland, into northwest Germany, 
towards the end of the war. Billy never talked much about his combat experience, even 
to family, but the battalion records give some indication of the circumstances Billy was 
part of.  
 
These actions are covered in the diary written by the Black Watch Battalion 
commander, Lt. Col. S.W. Thomson. 
 
April 1945       http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/laird.niven/public_html/april_45.htm 
 
May 1945        http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/laird.niven/public_html/may_45.htm 
 
 
Some additional information and addresses of interest in Billy’s files were: 
 
William Rainey married Beatrice Eggington on Sept 19, 1942. 
 
They had met in the north-west England seaside resort city of Blackpool. He was 24, on 
leave from the lumber camp in Scotland; she was 20, on vacation with her parents, 
from Sheffield. She was beguiled by his rustic charm and Canadian accent.   
 

 

http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/laird.niven/public_html/april_45.htm
http://www3.ns.sympatico.ca/laird.niven/public_html/may_45.htm


 
Beatrice Eggington was born Aug 31, 1922, at 146 Hoole St., Walkley, Sheffield. At the 
time of their wedding Beatrice’s address was her parents’ address, at 63 Button Lane, 
Sheffield, Yorks, England. They were married at St Matthew & St Jude Anglican Church 
in Sheffield. 
 
The war records also noted that their first son Howard was born Feb 13, 1944 at the 
Nether Edge Hospital, Sheffield, UK. 
 
After repatriation, in Canada they lived initially in Grenville, QC, but by Jan 11, 1947 
they lived at 914 Louis Ave., Windsor, ON, where Billy was seeking work at the Ford 
Motor Company. Their second son Barry was born there. 
 
Unfortunately, in the wake of war-time mayhem, things do not always revert to “happy 
ever after”, even for “victorious” survivors. Post-war, things did not go well for Billy, 
career-wise nor financially, nor for their marriage. On the bright side he was a 
handsome, affable, strong, virile, diamond in the rough. On the dark side he drank 
heavily, squandered their money, was deceitful and unfaithful. Beatrice, after a period 
of heroic endurance, returned with her two sons to Sheffield, UK, in 1949. They were 
officially divorced in 1955. 
 
Billy went west, to work in the timber business in BC. Beatrice remarried, continued 
living in Sheffield, but had no other children.  
 
After their divorce, Billy Rainey had no contact with his UK family, nor did he contribute 
anything for their support.  
 
Billy died on Jun 16, 1981, at age 63, of Alzheimer’s and was buried Jun 19, 1981 in 
location 27 C 8, in the Victory Memorial Park Cemetery at 14831 28th Avenue, Surrey, 
BC.  
 
Billy Rainey’s war bride and divorcee, Beatrice Eggington, died in Sheffield, UK on her 
85th birthday, Aug 31, 2007. 
 



 
Pte William “Billy” Rainey grave 

 


