ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF

LITTLETON AND CHATHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The undersigned person, acting as incorporator of a corporation under Section 504 of the Iowa Code known as the Revised Iowa Nonprofit Corporation Act, hereinafter the Act, adopt the following Articles of Incorporation:

Article I. Name

The name of the non-profit Corporation is Littleton and Chatham Historical Society.

Article II. Period of Duration
The period of duration of the Corporation is perpetual unless dissolved by operation of law or otherwise.

Article III. Purposes

The Corporation is organized exclusively for educational, charitable, religious, scientific, and/or literary purposes, including for such purposes, the making of disbursements to qualifying organizations within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as may be amended to from time to time.  The purposes of the Corporation shall be:

1. To document records, items, memories and places that may help to establish or illustrate the history of the Littleton and Chatham area.

2. To foster and promote education and interest in history at the local and state level; to encourage research of a historical nature; to pursue and distribute accurate historical documentation; to furnish accessibility to historic materials.

3. To acquire, by purchase, gift, devise, or otherwise, the title to, or custody and control of, items, sites and buildings of historic interest; to preserve, protect and rehabilitate items, sites, buildings and records of historic interest; to mark locations of historic interest with memorials and monuments.

4. To do everything necessary, proper, or advisable for the accomplishment of the purposes hereinabove set forth and do all other things incidental to them or connected with them that are not forbidden by the Act, by other laws, or by these Articles of Incorporation; to cooperate with and aid others that are striving for the same objectives.

Article IV. Members

Membership in this Corporation shall be open to all persons or groups interested in the purpose of the Corporation as set forth in Article III of these Articles of Incorporation.  Only paid members of the Society may vote, hold office or be members of a committee.  Each member is entitled to one vote.

Article V. Prohibited Activity

No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of any member, director, officer, or private individual, except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purpose set forth in Article III herein.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Articles of Incorporation, the Corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted by a corporation exempt from Federal income tax under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as may be amended to from time to time.  No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be devoted to the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation except as may be permitted under Section 501 (c) (3).  The Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office.  The Corporation shall not have or issue shares of stock and shall not make any disbursement of income or any loans to its members, directors, officers, or private individuals.

Article VI. Address of Registered Office and Name of Registered Agent

The address of the initial registered office of the Corporation in the County of Buchanan shall be 1006 150th St. Fairbank, IA 50629 and the name of the registered agent of the Corporation shall be Tony Bengston, 1006 150th St. Fairbank, IA 50629.

Article VII. Personal Liability
None of the Corporation’s directors, officers, members or volunteers shall be liable for any action taken or failure to take any action, except liability for any of the following: (1) the amount of a financial benefit received by a person to which that person is not entitled; (2) an intentional infliction of harm on the corporation or its members; (3) a violation of section 504.835 of the Revised Iowa Nonprofit Act of the Iowa Code; (4) an intentional violation of criminal law.  If the Act is amended to authorize further eliminating or limiting the personal liability, then the liability of the directors, officers, members and volunteers of the Corporation shall be eliminated or limited to the fullest extent permitted by the Act, as so amended, without any requirement of further action by the Corporation, its members, officers, or directors.

Article VIII. Indemnification

The Corporation shall indemnify and hold harmless each officer, director, member and volunteer of any committee now and hereafter serving the Corporation from and against any and all claims and liabilities to which that person may be or become subject by reason of their alleged acts or omissions as an officer and/or member of a committee as aforesaid, except liability for any of the following: (1) receipt of a financial benefit to which the person is not entitled; (2) an intentional infliction of harm on the corporation or its members; (3) a violation of section 504.835 of the Revised Iowa Nonprofit Act of the Iowa Code; (4) an intentional violation of criminal law.
Article IX. Distribution of Assets on Dissolution or Final Liquidation

In the event that the Corporation is dissolved or liquidated, after paying or making adequate provision for payments of all of the liabilities of the Corporation, all remaining assets of the Corporation shall be distributed, exclusively for the purpose of the Corporation in such manner, to one or more nonprofit funds, foundations, organizations, or corporations that are organized and duly operated exclusively for educational, charitable, religious, scientific, and/or literary purposes, within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as may be amended to from time to time, and which at that time qualify for tax exempt status under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Code, as determined by the Board of Directors.  Any other assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Superior Court of Buchanan County, Iowa, for the purposes set forth in Article III of these Articles of Incorporation or to such organization or organizations as the Superior Court of Buchanan County, Iowa shall determine to be organized and operated for purposes similar to that of the Corporation.

Article X. Data Respecting Directors

The initial Board of Directors shall consist of three (3) persons, all residents of Buchanan County, Iowa and members of the Corporation.  The names and addresses of the persons who are to serve as Directors until the first annual meeting of the members, or until their successors shall have been elected and qualified are:

Tony Bengston
1006 150th St. Fairbank, IA 50629

Steve Pederson
1254 8th St. Jesup, IA 50648

Nyle McMartin
411 Sumner St. Jesup, IA 50648

The number of Directors of the Corporation shall be not less than three (3) nor more than nine (9).  Subject to this limitation, the number of Directors may be increased or decreased from time to time by any amendment of the By-Laws; but no decrease shall have the effect of shortening the term of any incumbent Director.

Article XI. Data Respecting Incorporators

The names and addresses of the incorporators of the Corporation are as follows:

Tony Bengston
1006 150th St. Fairbank, IA 50629

Executed this 21st day of March 2007.




Tony Bengston





Tony Bengston, Incorporator

