
Members of our historical society braved seasonal 
weather and clear blue skies when they arrived at the 
historical Tara Hill cemetery on Eliza Street at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 4, 2002. 
           Vice President Jim Hartman and Board members 
Dick Backus and Glenn Gougler were assisted by mem-
bers Ginny Ackerman, Ben J. Baker, Gary Costel, 
Nancy Dorcak and Jon Wells and his father Tom.  Local 
resident Ralph Schnarwiler of Glencairn Street also vol-
unteered his expertise in cutting the overgrown grass and 
weeds.  Also on hand was the West Mifflin Police with 
three “community service” helpers. 
           Mr. Schnarwiler approached me before everyone 
arrived that morning.  He said that he took notice to the 
article that was published in the Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review concerning our efforts in cleaning up the ceme-
tery and would like to join in with us.  He stated that he 
spent hours here in previous years along  with his friend 
that lived in the house next door to the cemetery keeping 
the place in shape.  Unfortunately he passed away a few 
years ago and  the job got to be too much for Mr. 
Schnarwiler by himself.  Part of the mystery of who cut 
the grass over the years is now solved. 
           Local Girl Scout Kim Adams will be working on 
her project along with assistance from the troop in plant-
ing some flowers through out the cemetery and the fence 
will also be repainted. 
           We are tentatively having a re-consecration of the 
cemetery and the grounds on Sunday June 2, 2002 at 2 
p.m.  Local Catholic priests and Indians from the Pitts-
burgh American Indian Center will attend the ceremony. 

              Questions have arisen who is buried in this ceme-
tery.  The most prominent headstones are that of Thomas and 
Nancy West and the Oldshue families.  Research on the Old-
shue family is as follows:  Biographical Review Volume 24  
Sketches of leading citizens of Pittsburg and the vicinity, 
Pennsylvania (1897) 
     Dr. Lincoln Oldshue was born in Ashland, OH on  8 De-
cember 1820.  He was a teacher for some years in Ohio and 
Indiana.  His medical education was obtained at the Central 
Medical College of New York where he graduated with the 
class of 1839.  Soon after he came to Pittsburgh, and began 
the practice of medicine until his death in 1886.  A scholarly 
man, he devoted considerable time to literary work on medi-
cal subjects.  The highest compliments have been given him 
for his work entitled “Urino-Pathology.”  He was the first 
professor to lecture on that subject in any college in the 
United States.  He was the first man in this part of the coun-
try to refine oil in the basement under his office.  He was 
constantly engaged in chemical experiments.  He was chair-
man of the first meeting in behalf of the Virginia & Charles-
ton Railroad, and the first subscriber to the enterprise. 
     His wife Martha Ann (West) Oldshue born 17 October 
1824 and died 18 August 1909 bore him eight children: Tho-
mas L. Oldshue, M.D.  born 2 December 1846 and died 3 
June 1877; John West; Anna Louisa, the wife of C.E. Owens, 
a civil engineer and attorney; Martha Agnes, the wife of W.
C. Stillwagen; Ida Helen, the wife of Frederick Robert Shaw, 
a resident of East Pittsburgh; Mary; Frances Josephine Eliza-
beth and James Alfred, who was a police surgeon in Pitts-
burgh and died in 1890. 
 
     John West Oldshue Was born 31 August 1848.  He at-
tended Georgetown College, D.C.  He also took a full course 
in Philadelphia University of Medicine and Surgery and 
graduated there from in 1871.  He was a skilled physician in 
Pittsburgh and also a native of the city.  He was in partner-
ship with his father in a medical practice. 

A 
BEAUTIFUL 

DAY 
IN THE 

CEMETERY 
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The ground on which the first chapel for Catholic worship 
was erected, is that spot on the summit of a hill which rises 
above Duquesne Blvd., almost directly across the river 
from Edgar Thomson Steel Works.  It saw its first off-
shoot locate in Braddock and named St. Thomas.  It was in 
Resurrection Parish, Homeville area, near the intersection 
of Vista View and Kennywood Roads.  Nothing remains to 
mark the spot, but a private burying ground.  Within a 
stone’s throw, lies the remains of those who built it. 
       It was James Whitaker’s granddaughter, Nancy 
[Whitaker] West, daughter of Aaron Whitaker who con-
ceived the idea of a Chapel on Tara Hill.  The family 
names of those who were responsible for the first place 
devoted to the use of Catholic worship in this district were: 
Whitaker, West, Kenny and Maginn.  It was the memories 
and the love for the Emerald Isle that some Irishmen gave 
the name Tara Hill to that portion of Greensprings in Mif-
flin Township on the “River of the Falling-In Banks.”  
       The Wests made the voyage to America with William 
Penn in 1714.  From the same family came Thomas West.  
The Kenny’s came from Donegal, Ireland in 1791 and set-
tled in Chester County.  At the age of 15, Thomas J. 
Kenny walked with his father from Chester County to Mif-
flin Township, this was in 1818, and the family bought 250 
acres of land in Mifflin.  It was on this ground that the 
Chapel, Tara Hill was built. 
       Ann Maginn was the second wife of Mr. Kenny and 
the mother of his children.  The Catholic faith was heritage 
to the Kenny’s, but careful sifting of records finds a heri-
tage in Nancy [Whitaker] West, from her Protestant fore-
bears, from which evolved the place of Catholic worship 
on Tara Hill.  She and her husband Thomas West, were 
converts.  The record of the Catholic baptism, of that of 
Thomas and Ann (Nancy) West is in the Cathedral Ar-
chives as having taken place on June 22, 1834.  They had 
15 children who, also, were Catholics, some by conver-
sion.  
       The Whitaker’s were church-building people.  They 
had prayer meetings in their homes through generations, 
and had built the first Methodist Church in the Homestead 
district in 1833, the year before Nancy’s conversion to the 
Catholic faith.  Three daughters of Aaron Whitaker mar-
ried into the West family. 
       The West’s were engaged in the business of brick 
making.  The West’s built a brick house of 10 rooms on 
their ground in the summer of 1854, upon the completion, 
Mrs. West conceived the idea of a church for the growing 
congregation.  It was built with material and labor pro-
vided by the West’s, on the Kenny property, close to the 
West line.  In Volume 120, page 476, in the office of Re-
corder of Deeds of Allegheny County, may be found a re-
cord of a deed dated October 10, 1855, in which was trans-

ferred from Thomas J. Kenny to Rt. Rev. Michael O’Con-
nor, one-half acre of ground for use of the congregation of 
Greensprings.  A provision was made to reserve to the 
heirs of the grantor the right to mine the ground, except 
that portion on which the church was built.  No record of 
its disposition, either by Bishop O’Connor or his succes-
sors, is in that office. 
       The Chapel was of red brick with a gabled roof and of 
small dimension.  It was not dedicated. Ann (Nancy) West 
and Ann [Maginn] Kenny went through the countryside on 
horseback soliciting funds for the furnishings.  They 
collected $500.00, which paid for the altar and pews.  
They asked the Bishop to name their church, St. Thomas 
the Apostle, the patron saint of both husbands.  The first 
Mass was celebrated in the Chapel, it is believed on 
Saturday July 8, 1854, by Rev. James Tracy, who was on 
the Tara Hill mission from St. Brigid’s, being also 
chaplain at Mercy Hospital.  Father Reardon, Father 
Thomas Ryan and Father Thomas O’Farrell succeeded him 
at Tara, in the order named. The Chapel was used for 6 
years, or until the basement of the unfinished church of St. 
Thomas in Braddock was opened for Mass, October l0, 
1860.  After this the Chapel was used on occasion.  The 
last Mass on Tara Hill was celebrated on St. Patrick’s Day, 
March 17, 1863, by Rev. C. V. Neesob, pastor at 
Braddock.  The Chapel fell into ruin and was torn down in 
1887. The records previous to 1854 are at the Cathedral, 
those after that date, at St. Thomas in Braddock.  The 
name Tara Hill is perpetuated in the latter church, its 
successor. 
AFTERWORD:  Old maps of the area indicate that this 
area was apparently an Indian Burial Ground, so the nature 
of a sacred burial area goes beyond the history of the 
Catholic Church and the cemetery on this location.  The 
West Mifflin Area School District presently owns the 
property. 

The St. Thomas Parish School and Church in Brad-
dock are also memories of the distant past.  The St. Tho-
mas High School building was condemned as unsafe for 
occupancy and was torn down in 1962 and replaced with a 
more modern building, which opened for high school 
classes in the fall of 1963.  The church ediface was torn 
down and later, when the parish was closed by the Bishop, 
the school building was transferred to another parish. 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  
       The Homestead and Mifflin Township Historical So-
ciety, and the Girl Scouts, Troop 334, from West Mifflin 
are joining together to help to revitalize the Tara Hill 
Cemetery.  Kimberly Adams, a local Senior Girl Scout 
would like to make this a Gold Medal Project.  We are 
planning on cleaning up this historic plot of land in the 
spring and are looking for volunteers to help in the effort.  
We need people with rakes, weed-whackers, lawnmowers 
and anyone else with the ability to pick up trash and vege-
tation from this plot of land. We are setting the date for the 
end of April 2002.   Please contact Jim Hartman to sign up 
for this worthwhile community effort by calling 412 600-
0229. 

Tara Hill Chapel Closed  
on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1863 

Reprinted from the History of Mifflin Township 
to West Mifflin Borough, Published 1976 
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Tara Hill Cemetery 
Gets New Fence 
<������������	�
�

     Everyone in the area will remember the “ micro-
burst”  or small tornado that hit our area at the end of 
May 2002. There was one death from this calamity 
and that was a patron at Kennywood Park in West 
Mifflin. The swath of the tornado cut up the hill from 
the river near Kennywood and into the Homeville 
area uprooting many large 
trees and re- moving the 
roofs of many houses. 
     Clean up of the area 
started that night with emer-
gency crews coming in and 
cutting up the toppled trees 
and restoring electrical ser-
vice. Attending to the dam-
aged homes was the major 
concern. West Mifflin Bor-
ough Emergency Services 
showed their “ readiness”  for 
this catastrophe by reacting 
immediately to it. 
     Since the cemetery was in the direct path of this 
storm it suffered considerable damage. Large trees 
that were in the cemetery were toppled and landed on 
the over 100 year old cast-iron fence that enclosed 
the sacred ground. One old dead tree that we were 

worried about never toppled during the storm. 
     On May 4th a group of volunteers met at the Tara 
Hill Cemetery and made a general clean-up of the 
cemetery. Plans were made to have a re-dedication of 
the cemetery on Sunday, June 2nd. Members of the 

Pittsburgh American Indian Center and local clergy 
from Catholic churches were invited to this affair. 
The Tara Hill Cemetery looked its finest with newly 
planted flowers in the cemetery. 
     Since the cemetery is located on property owned 
by the West Mifflin Area School District, it would be 
their responsibility for cleaning up. Contact was 
made to the Superintendent of School Buildings and 
Grounds, Mr. Robert Selai. I mentioned to him that it 
would be nice if the School District could apply for 
damage repairs to this historic spot. Mr. Selai said 

that he would check into the 
possibilities of repairs to the 
old fence. 
      In November of 2002 I 
received an Email from Mr. 
Selai stating that the old fence 
around the cemetery would be 
removed and a new one simi-
lar to it installed. 
     The old fence work was 
removed in the beginning of 
December and one week later 
a new fence was erected 
around the cemetery. It is 
similar in design to the old 

fence but is made of aluminum for low maintenance. 
     I would like to commend the West Mifflin Area 
School District for taking the initiative to help pre-
serve a part of local history in the Borough of West 
Mifflin. I am quite sure that the persons that are laid 
to rest there are happy that the community showed its 
respect for their resting place. 
     Hopefully this spring when the weather gets nice 
we will be able to assemble the same volunteer group 
to start another clean-up of the Tara Hill Cemetery. 
More details will follow in an upcoming newsletter. 
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