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On May 13 - 14, 2011, Washington State Park, Washington, AR,  will host the 5th Annual 

Memorial in May Cemetery Preservation Conference sponsored by PAAC, Inc. 

(Preservation of African American Cemeteries). 

 

Archeologists, historians, genealogists, cemetery preservationists, church secretaries, funeral 

home directors, cemetery associations and those interested in learning the proper techniques 

in documenting, preserving, restoring, protecting and properly maintaining Arkansas 

cemeteries and gravesites will gather for a two day workshop. 

 

PAAC co-founder Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis will open the conference defining the purpose of 

PAAC and its dedication to the preservation of African American cemeteries. Dr. Wilbert 

Gaines, Retired Emeritus Associate Professor (ASU) will share with us the struggles and 

experiences of our forefathers, reminding us that we must reclaim our past in order to 

preserve our future. 

 

Over the course of the two-day workshop, speakers will discuss issues concerning the 

difficulties individuals and communities face restoring and preserving neglected cemeteries.  

Attendees will gain valuable information on the methods of locating, identifying, recording, 

transcribing and documenting gravesites. The success story of Hickman/New Dora Cemetery  

as well as polices and procedures for cemeteries found on State Park properties.  For those 

seeking financial assistance for cemetery preservation, a session will be conducted on grant 

funding availability from the Arkansas Humanities Council.  Is it possible that your cemetery 

may have burial artifacts that are important to the study of archeology? A panel of 

archeologist will be on hand to discuss archeological preservation in Arkansas cemeteries.  

Abby Burnett will provide descriptive detail  of  Ozark Cemeteries, monuments, stone 

symbols and above ground archeology.  At the conclusion of day one, a reception is 

scheduled with the viewing of “Silent Storytellers” the AETN documentary which explores 

the history, culture, importance of preserving Arkansas’s cemeteries. 

 

Opening the second day of the conference, members of various cemetery associations from 

around the state will share their experiences of success and/or failure in reaching their goals 

of preservation. There will be discussions on the issues concerning many that are losing or 

have lost cemeteries to development, vandals, or landowners that won’t allow access to 

cemetery property. Carrie Wilson will discuss saving Indian burial ground and how it relates 

to federal policy.  Other sessions include the importance of cemetery photography, 

preserving the history of Pilgrim Cemetery, Solgohachia, AR, and understanding Arkansas 

Cemetery Laws.  A session of importance, D.O.A. - Dead on Arrival, will your family be 

prepared is designed to assist you in making preparations so your family will honor your 

final wishes and be able to locate all of your important documents. 

 

During the Awards Luncheon selected individuals will be honored for their dedication to the 

preservation of African American cemeteries.  At the conclusion of the conference, the 

participants will be taken on a guided tour entitled  “A Place to Live” a black history tour at 

Washington State Park that touches upon the lives of certain African Americans that lived in 

Washington during its history. The day will conclude in Pioneer Cemetery.  Billy Nations, 

Chief Interpreter will accompany the group on these tours.  

 

For more information visit us at http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~paac  

or contact Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis at paacarcemeteries@aol.com - 501-425-5578 or Kathy 

Davis, University of AR-Monticello, daviska@uamont.edu. 870-460-1280. 


