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Extract From: Papers Past 

Southland Times , Issue 17083, 4 November 1902, Page 2 

SOUTH AFRICAN AFFAIRS.MORE HONOURS AND DECORATIONS. NEW 

ZEALAND’S SHARE. MR CHAMBERLAIN’S PROGRAMME. THE ARMY OF 

OCCUPATION. Per United Press Association. By Electric Telegraph — Copyright. 

LONDON. Nov. 2. 

Additional honours have been awarded in connection with the late war as follows: - 

Lord Methuen……….. The following New Zealander’s receive distinguished conduct 

medals: - Sergt.-Majors Black, Pickett and White, and Quarter master-Sergt. Travers 

…… 

Extract from:  



Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVIII, Issue 9146, 14 May 1901, Page 2 

A letter received from Trooper Mark Pickett, of the Gisborne section of the Third 

Contingent, written from Capetown on March 26th, stated that he had gone to 

Capetown to see his comrades off, and was returning to the front to join the Sixth 

Contingent. He states that he is thoroughly satisfied with the life, and intends to see 

the thing through "Sometimes," he says, "we have it a bit rough, but I like it, and if I 

can get through with the Sixth I will be satisfied to have a turn at something else." 

Extract from:  

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXIX, Issue 9491, 31 July 1902, Page 2 

We congratulate Sergeant-Major Mark Pickett upon having won the honor of being 

mentioned in Lord Kitchener's despatches for his services in the field. 

Extract from:    

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVIII, Issue 9048, 17 January 1901, Page 2 

Hangaroa has proved a fine training ground for soldiers and news of Trooper Mark 

Pickett's success will doubtless be received with much satisfaction by the residents of 

that district, to whom he is so well known. It is interesting to note that a second 

volunteer for the front has come from Mr Watt's farm at Hangaroa, Trooper Bushnell 

of the Sixth Contingent. 

Extracted from:  

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVIII, Issue 9047, 16 January 1901, Page 

Trooper Mark Pickett's bravery has been referred to in more than one letter from the 

front. Lance-Corporal Ryan, of Canterbury, in a description, of the Rhenoster Kop 

fight, says - "We continued on till fire was opened on us from some rocks two 

hundred yards ahead, whereupon we dropped and peppered the rocks to the best of our 

ability. Here we remained pretty lonesome till No. 2 Company rushed up on our right 

under Captain Chaytor, and dropped flat. A Poverty Bay fellow named Pickett kept 

right on by himself, and with the maddest rush I’ve ever seen went for the rocks from 

which we were fired on, and escaping a heavy fusillade dropped behind the rock, 

while a Boer crawled away from the other side. Pickett wounded the retreating Boer, 



and shot dead another who picked the wounded man up, afterwards dropping a third 

who tried to shoot him. Shortly after the Second Contingent charged up under Captain 

Crawshaw, who worked his men splendidly, rushing one flank up under cover of 

volleys from the other. When level with us he ordered his men to lie down, and was 

immediately after shot through the hip. Our whole fire was now directed at the main 

position at 500 yds range, and there we stayed till dark, with no order to advance — 

fourteen hours under the burning sun and the most deadly fire I we have yet met. A 

number were killed and wounded. Not a man of us but had some marvellous escapes. 

During the afternoon an artillery officer came up to us in order to direct the fire of the 

guns, which were out of sight of the Boer position owing to a slight rise in the ground. 

He was as cool a man as I ever saw, and was delighted when I told him there was a 

spare rifle near me. He blazed away with great gusto. Once, after emptying my 

carbine, I heard the officer say "Steady one moment, please," and looking up saw him 

snapshotting two or three of us with a kodak. I felt proud of being a New Zealander 

that day. Many of the Second and Third carried out men under terrible fire, and 

showed all the bravery men could show. 

Extract from:  

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVII, Issue 8933, 27 August 1900, Page 2 

LETTER FROM TROOPER RICHARDSON. 

Trooper Richardson writes U6 from Wett Joit, under date July 17 :— "Sir,— l wish 

you would publish a few lines concerning the New Zealanders and their doings at the 

front. I have a good horse and am engaged as a despatch rider. My mates — J. 

Poynter, J. Gordon, and Fowlds are in the police. The rest are at the front, and they 

have had narrow escapes. On the 13th Langford and Pickett had a narrow escape. 

They were patrolling, and rode within 150 yards of a nest of the enemy. They opened 

fire at Langford, and fired 100 rounds at them and never hit them. One of their horses 

was killed. Two days after was the day we had our first defeat. Forty of them held the 

kopje, and 570 Boers attacked them. They held the position for four and a-half hours, 

and the Boers came within 40 yards of them on three sides, and compelled them to 



surrender. The captain and lieutenant threw up their hands, and 17 of the men. The 

rest saw a chance of escape and rushed for their horse, and all but one got clear of the 

enemy. How they did it I do not know. Langford got a bullet through his horse's leg, 

and Pickett got out as usual with two of his mate's horses, with one shot through the 

hind hock, and delivered one of them to an escaping comrade, who, in the retreat got 

his horse shot dead at 1000 yards. The Boers were within 50 yards of the men when 

they mounted their horses, and I must say I never witnessed such a terrified lot of 

horses, and as for rough riders they are that, for it was like galloping down the side of 

a mountain. I never want to be in such a corner myself. My mates are full of fighting. 

They are anxious to go to Lydenburg, Pickett especially. He is in great form, and 

Laugford, too, he is full of fight. Pickett has a veldt pony not 4ft high, and will 

challenge any of his mates across any hill in Africa with their big horses." 

Extract from: THE NEW ZEALANDERS ON TREK. 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVIII, Issue 9256, 19 September 1901, Page 3 

LETTERS FROM SERGT.-MAJOR PICKETT. 

Letters received from Sergt.-Major Mark Pickett dated to July 21st, from 

Bloemfontein, give some account of the New Zealanders recent trek. He states that 

they refitted at Utrecht after some rough trekking. They had only lost one man since 

leaving Piet Retif , but had captured a fair number of Boers, and a lot of sheep and 

cattle. It does not pay to send a big lot of men out, when there are so few Boers. The 

largest number they had met with was between 200 and 300. The veldt fires give a 

good deal of trouble. This time of the year the grass is all dry and when they go to 

light their fires they have to be very careful, for very often it gets the best of them and 

clears out the camp. They were on short rations for eleven days before reaching 

Utrecht with only 51bs of oats for the horses, but they got plenty of maize from the 

deserted farms, where Sergeant Picket adds, there are still a few fowls, ducks, and 

turkeys left. The weather is just on the turn, for summer. It has been cold but dry. 

Pickett had a trip to Newcastle for remounts, passing the famous Majuba Hill. He 

states be does not think there will be much more trekking to do, the Boers being 



terribly scattered, in twos and threes, getting their tucker wherever they can. A large 

police force is being got ready to cope with the outlaws who are swarming the 

country, and inducements are being offered to colonials to join it, but he does not 

think that there are many that will. The military discipline is too strict for our boys. At 

Bloemfontein on July 21 they were refitting for another six weeks' trek across the Free 

State. After leaving Utrecht they had very little fighting. They passed through. Eastern 

Transvaal, by Piet Retif, through Ermelo, to Carolina, to Belfast, and entrained for 

Bloemfontein. Pickett mentions that he has been promoted to be Sergt.-Major of C 

Squadron. He says he is going to return when his six months are up. There is nothing 

to see now and very little fighting. He says he often spends a night with the Gisborne 

boys, who are in a different squadron to himself. The stock is very poor out there now, 

the veldt being pretty nearly all burned, and the oxen in the convoys are very thin and 

weak, but the military do not seem to care how many die. Some days 100 will fall out 

and have to be destroyed. The horses are still the worst item. They cannot keep the 

troops supplied with anything fit to chase the Boers, and men are sent out on horses 

not fit to muster sheep on. The Transvaal and Free State are in a terrible state, only 

100 houses m some of the districts standing, and not one mile of fence standing which 

is not cut and hacked about to let the convoys and mounted troops through. When a 

convoy is coming up to the fences three or six men ride ahead and cut the wires so as 

to let it through. Quite a number of our men have been shot when cutting fences, and 

Pickett says he has had many a narrow escape himself, but none so near as he had on 

November 29th at Rhenoster. 

Extracted from: LETTER FROM TROOPER PICKETT. 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVII, Issue 8937, 31 August 1900, Page 2 

Considerable interest having been shown in the publication of Trooper Richardson's 

letter, specially mentioning two of our rough riders, Langford and Pickett, we are 

pleased to publish a letter to his former employer, Mr. D. Watt, of Hangaroa, from the 

latter. Writing from Wett Droit, 47 miles north-east of Pretoria, on July 18, 1900, 

Trooper Mark Pickett says :- We have had ten days' fighting, and I am very lucky in 



not having been shot four or five times over. We lost 100 men, including Captain 

Brown and Lieut Cameron. Though seventeen of the Third Contingent rough riders 

and one of the Second Cape lieutenants threw up their hands, some of us would not do 

so, but made a dash for liberty. The shells and bullets dropped all around us, but we 

got through without a mark. There were 40 on the kopje; 22 got out, and the rest were 

lost. There were 570 attacking us, with Maxims, pom-poms, and 15-pounders. We had 

only our rifles, and lost the position, but one hour later we retook it with 200 men and 

six guns— one 15-pounder, one naval, and four 40 pounders. The Boers lost heavily. 

The next day we buried 150 of them. It is awful. The war is in full swing. Forty 

thousand Boers are in the field, and 180,000 British. Throe weeks will make a 

difference in the numbers. There will be great slaughter on both sides. After the many 

narrow escapes I have had I am sure I will pull through. I am in good form, and am 

just as wild as the enemy since we had a beating. They told me to put up my hands. ' 

‘Wait a bit, old man,' I said; ' not yet. I am not going to he taken a prisoner if I can 

help it.' But if ever I am taken prisoner I never will think I am any good in the field. . . 

Our numbers are getting smaller. Our captain has gone, and only 60 rough-riders are 

left in the field. The rest have joined the police. I am going to the war until it is over, 

and then back again to you, although I dread the sea voyage. My horse didn't get over 

the Klip river fight. A shell that struck him broke his ribs, and I left him outside 

Pretoria. Just fancy, none of the Third Contingent have any New Zealand horses, and 

only half of us have a horse of any sort. The land in South Africa is splendid, 

especially where we are. The grass and crops are equal to anything I have seen, and 

the cattle, sheep, and ponies are first-class. But it is no country for a man without 

capital." 

Extract from:  

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXVIII, Issue 9045, 14 January 1901, Page 3 

One of the Hawke's Bay troopers, in a letter to the H.B.[Hawkes Bay] Herald 

regarding the engagement at Rhenoster Kop, says : — "At the battle of Rhenoster one 

of the greatest feats worth, mentioning was the conduct of a Gisborne trooper, M. 



Pickett, who rushed to within fifty yards of the Boer trenches. He could get no further 

for the hail of bullets which swept the ground. He claims to have shot three Boers the 

first fifteen minutes, and fired 190 rounds of ammunition, leaving himself three in 

reserve, which he had when he crawled back to his mates at 8 o'clock at night under a 

heavy fire which the enemy kept up. Everyone was amazed when the word was passed 

along that Pickett was safe.” 

COOK MEMORIAL. 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXXII, Issue 10467, 20 September 1905, Page 3 

COOK MEMORIAL. 

LIST OF CONTINGENTERS, 

The following list of volunteers from Gisborne who served in the South African war 

from 1899 to 1902 has been prepared at the request of the Mayor by Major McCredie, 

and it is proposed that the names shall be engraved on a tablet to be attached to the 

Cook memorial : — 

Officers:— Colonel T. W. Porter, ….. Non-Commissioned Officers : — Sergeant- 

Majors G. C. Johnstone, T. It. Porter; Sergeants G. B. Bougen, A. T. W. Gannon;, A. 

E. Haydon, J. Langham, D.S.M., J. N. Leslie, M. Pickett,……. 

Extract from:  

Untitled 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXXIII, Issue 10578, 1 February 1906, Page 2 

Judgment by default was granted by Mr. Barton, S.M., at the Magistrate's Court this 

morning in the case of Common, Shelton and Co. (Mr Stock) v. Francis Chambers and 

Mark Pickett. Mr Stock remarked that Pickett had left the colony, and the amount 

was made up by two promissory notes, and the balance of account. He asked for 

judgment for the full amount. Judgment was accordingly given for the amount 

claimed, £164 9s 3d, and costs £7 12s. 

A CREDITABLE DISPLAY. 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXIX, Issue 9499, 11 August 1902, Page 4 

.. …An adjournment was then made to the dais, bearing along its front the words 



"Welcome to Returned Troopers" from which the speechifying took place. His 

Worship the Mayor expressed the delight of all at being present on that beautiful day, 

and on that great occasion, to celebrate the crowning of their King. If ever there was a 

tragic coronation in the history of any nation this was one. They were prepared for the 

event two months ago, but unfortunately sickness overtook the King and deprived him 

of the pleasure and his people of the delight of having him crowned in health and 

strength. They were there for the double purpose of expressing their great 

thanksgiving that the Almighty had spared the King to resume his health and be 

crowned, and to express gratification at this great event in the history of the Empire. 

They were there to do honor to King and Empire and to those who had recently been 

in South Africa fighting for the Empire and King. He asked them to give three hearty 

cheers for the contingenters, who were about to be presented with war medals. Cheers 

were heartily given and the medals were distributed by the Hon. J. Carroll, each 

trooper as his name was called riding forward to the platform to receive the honor. 

The names of those who were present and received awards were: Sergt. DeLautour, 

Trooper A. Law, Sergt. Poynter, Troopers N. Law, Breingan, Buckley, and J. R. 

Parker. Others whose names were called were Private Bushnell, Corporal Fraser, 

Private Grayson, Sergt. Hurrey, Privates Hurrey, Johnstone (3), Lawrence,, J. A. 

Moore, J. McKinley, Sergt.-Major Pickett, Corporal Skeet, …… 

Poverty Bay Herald, Volume XXXI, Issue 10025, 16 April 1904, Page 2 

Some excitement was caused in town at 5.30 last evening by the bolting of two horses 

attached to a cab owned by Mr Mark Pickett. From the Gladstone road stand the 

animals dashed round the post office corner, along Read's Quay, past the Turuanganui 

hotel, into Kahutia street, where they were skilfully brought to a standstill by Mr W. 

Peryer. No damage was done……. 

 


