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100 Monmouth County Families Represented 3
epicting Howland Family Tre.

On Painting D

What is considered to be the most -
remarkable family tree yet con-
ceived amd painted in this area is
now on exhibition in the window of
the ‘Asbury Park Press, where it
will be on view until Oet. 1. -~ -

". Covering a canvas 53 inches by 88 -
inches, and-bordered top and bot-
tom by cogts-of-arms, this reproduc- -
tion of a famous .old. buttonwood
tree. that once stood near the con--
tinuation of Broadway just outside
of the Upper Village of Long Branch,
contains more than 3,000 individual
leaves upon ‘each of which are from-
one to four names- of members of
the family of Jesse A. Howland,"
Rumson, ‘upon ‘whose. ecommission:
Viola Ayers Rudloff of* Elberon,-
made the genealogical investigation
and painted the tree. RV o

It has taken Mrs. Rudloff more
than a year and a half to complete
this task, involving as it did the
examination of the. original records
at Freehold, Toms River, Burling-
ton,” New Brunswick, and Trenton,
in New Jersey, New York and Long
Island records in New York. city,
and the original vital statistics and
histories of the New England states,
togéther with numerous privately-
owned records and documents. Also;
scores- of genealogies of individual
families, dozens of histories and his- .
torical works, dozens of graveyards,
both public and private, were ex--
amined. Seores of individuals ‘were-.
interviewed 'in an effort to authens
ticate every ‘clue’” every: ‘traditfon,?
every “supposition.” And finally the
careful tabulation:of all this infor--,
mation on dozens. of charts to es-
tablish: its correct position on-the
tree, before- making the oil painting.

- The setting for the family tree is

the - original plantation ‘where .the
first Monmouth county
lived in the early seventeen hun-’
dreds, and for the purpose.is used -
the huge buttonwood tree ‘which
towered above the homestead ‘s

Howlands ; Jesse A.

- -

of Rumson, with the Jesse A. Howland family tree,
being. e6mpleted by Viola Ayers Rudloff, genealogist,
of Elberon, for whom the: investigation-and painting

Howiand, left, jéft}; and béﬁclifefosi-oh, expert -

than 100 Mohinguth county families are included ir
the information on the more than 3,000 leaves whick

" comprise the tree. President Roosevelt, the late Hetty
.Green, Monmouth Coupty Common Pleas Tudge J

Himes the height of the house to a , Was an 18-month task. The 1
beight : of 150 feet with  a limb in the window of The Asbury Par
spread of 175 feet. It was used as- = ° - : - - 1 s -
3 landmark for centuries. Qld deeds thé female branch of the Howland
read, “‘Beginning at the great-but- family had invaded the county two
tonwood tree,” “On g line with the generations earlier, making - nine

Zreat buttonwood tree,” “East of the generations' of Howlands to have-

great: buttonwood -tree.”” Sailors lived continuously in this county.

1sed it from time immemorial as a ' Thru these earlier records it was.

‘andmark, for it was full} grown shown that the wife of Jedediah Al~

ind already ancient-when the first len in Old Shrewsbury Towne was.

vhite man.came
wean., e :

All the early explorers In these
sarts must have si

)1dv when Colu
America.. -

‘across the Atlantic Elizabeth Howland, daughter of the

John, which three were the brothers
ghted it. It was who came from England between
mbus

Thus one earlyv connecting link was

picture is an exhibition.

-/ first Hedry, brother of Arthur and:

discovered 1620 and 1623 to Plymouth, Mass. .

Ed\n;rard Knight are among the notables_ * the Atre,e

s .

K Press and.more- - ‘
" When ‘Mr. Howland went to the
E. T.. Osborn and Sons lumber mill

. int Red. Bank to make arrangements

for the framing of the picturs with

‘wood delivered to Monmouth county

by boat-in the early 1800’s when

Oceanport was known as Eatontown

Dock, one of the firm, after hearing

the story of the tree, asked why Mr.

Howland didn’t ‘frame the picture

with  wood of the original button-

wood- tree. Mr. Howland replied
that he had tried everywhere to
trace down that wood and had failed.

’ -

~the Howland plantation. -

The. portions of land granted f
the early settlers in Plymouth wer
-small and they soon began to loc
about for larger tracts on which 1
settle,. and -the Howland brothe:
went to Duxbury.:From here the
gradually -gravitated farther afiel
as other new lands were opened u
By 1662 Henry’'s son Zoeth was i
Dartmouth, Mass. Shortly after th
‘his ‘daughter Elizabeth with he
husband Jedediah Allen and the
10 children, and members of t

(13



Found Original Wood

By one of those too-strange-to-be-

rue coincidences, after Mr. How-

established.
Tree 1,000 Years Old )
Mr. Howland believes that the

Mr. Howland was then told that,
among other rare woods in which
the - Osborn mill specializes, there

family ©t his aaugnier Saran &
her husband, Robert Dennis, we
in Shrewsbury, N. J. The ex:
date of the arrival of Henry's gre

and had despaired of ever finding great buttonwood tree, 150 feet
rart of this ancient tree with which high, on the old Howland plantation,
o frame his picture, and . had gave him the inspiration to have th2

>lanned to use other historic wood Howland geneology in pictorial form enough lumber for the frame, This

‘or the purpose, he located wood and later, when - he acquired 1’
Tom the original.tree at the very. photograph of the tree, taken in its
noment he was ordering the frame¢ very old age, that idea erystalizel
nade, and was thereby’ enabled to into a purpose. Tree experts, work-
iratify one of his fondest hopes, and ing from the dimensions of the
1ave the family tree framed with tree, known to the foot by person:
>art of the tree itself. The home- now living, calculate that 1t was
itead was burned in 1911, and the more than 1,000 years vld and was .
luge tree, which was-over 27 feet probably the tallest and broadest:
n circumferance at & point gix feet tree ever to .grow in Monmouth
ibove the:ground was killed. When county soil. During the Revolution-*
t was felled there was. no saw:in ary War Light Horse Harry Lee-
‘he county large enough to cut the .and -his: ‘men -camped, unde» - its
1ine foot trunk, but wood from.the spreading: limbs. - e
imbs had been used for fine in-
cerior- trim and stair cases,-and .an - land, then retired from the active
inused plank had ‘waited -and sea- “leadership ‘of his bulkhead and jet-
soned for 30 years as if for the par- ,ty building corporation.and devot- -
idecular ‘purpose of becoming a me- ing much time to baffling researches
morial, .and ‘it is written on"-the into his family’s connections,. was -
sainting so that future generations referred to Mrs. Rudloff, ‘who had '
may be aware of it.. . - -’ - . . been making private investigations :
The creation of the Howland tree into.the connections of vther Mon:
and the production of a”corrected -mouth county families. “These 4n<°
Howland genealogy in printed form vestigations' had 'turned up How-
~hich is now under preparation by land connections. Because Mrs. Rud- -
Mrs. Rudloff, constitute the success- loff mot.only. had -the.experience in”
‘ul conclusion: of a° dream which: research~but a background of art
Mr. Howland " has ‘cherished for - that would enable her to do-the dou-
Tnany.years: In 1905 he came _into- ble:job of investigation and’paint-
Jossession of a Howland .genealogy ing, Mr." Howland suggested that
which didn’t even mention own -she devote her full time to the How--
sranch of the family, and such Mon-"Jland tree and book.: Evertually. in
mouth countyfamilies as were men- Febfuary, 1940, .she “decided .to' do
tioned- were-incorrectly placed, ‘giv-: this _and then ., followed . 'the more-
ing incorrect-connections with' this than 1f months of “work -which has
famous - old family whose descen- resulted in the' tree ‘and’ in. the:
dants ‘include, among. many other foundation of material for a book on:
notables, - President ~Franklin D. the Howlands which -will be pub-’
Roosevelt.- - | © ... ;.. lished by Mr. Howland as soon as:
Spurred -by this slight upon his the maicrial can be authenticated. °
home county, Mr. Howland, who for = .The Howland tree will be on ex--
years has been an outstanding dock hibition in The Press- office until’
and bulkhead builder and is consid- Oct. 1. Later this fall it is expected
ered one of the foremost experts on ‘to go to the Monmouth County His-
sea jetties and the control of beach torical society at Freehold for a:
erosion, devoted much gspare ‘time week. It will be unveiled in Mr.
and effort to tracing down some of Howland’s home on the night of Oct.
the discrepancies which appeared in 14, the occasion of the 50th wedding .
the first Howland ‘genealogy. He es-. anniversary of Mr..and Mrs. How-
pecially wanted to ‘prove the correct land, at a reception. E :
connection df the Monmouth county .Meanwhile .those’ who view the
branch of the Howland family with' tree are urged to register ,their
the New England branch.-- ~ . - names and' addresses if they. have
For a’'long ‘time, however, his ef-. any -information  concerning - -the
forts led nowhere but did stimu< Howland family or any family con-
late an interest in authentic an- nected with the Howlands by miar-
tiques, with which his Rumson home riage. This further information will
is now furnished, and in old Mon- be.checked and, if found correct;
mouth county papers and records Wwill be included in the material to
which he began to acquire privately ‘be published later in"the ‘Howland ;
and from' dealers and junk men. book. 'Monmouth county family
Eventually he did get some very old names already listed, many of which'
papers in which he could see the are on the Howland tree .itself, in-

e

~thur .and .Henry, -but  the ~ship -on )
. -+ which .they»arri\;éd has never -been 'of Jesse A. Howland.
~Almost two years ago. Mr, How- -definitely . defermined. "They ‘ could -

Placed black cows in the pasture of

was one stick -of buttonwood which
had. been cut from a limb of the
Howland tree that would provide

‘grandson, James Howland, with }
wife and his younger children.
Monmouth county is not known, t
he died here in 1748 on the plan!
.tion shown on the Jesse A. Howla

painting of the family tree. .

" The will of James left his fary
Jn Dartmouth, Mass., to his sc
Thomas and James who were |
‘ready married and living on t
Dartmouth homesteads. His . - Mc

.just, the finishing touch Mr.
Howland had hoped for but had des-
paired of finding. : o
The Howlands were an ancient
and honorable family in England
from very early . time s,bBishop Rig:&
aarmsrd %%w %ﬁﬁ‘{*‘t‘é f?i?i -tgo'r .come Ymouth county properties were k
to Atnérica was {fohn, whe tame on%to his ‘three ‘younger sons, and‘
the Mayflower in-1620. He ‘was soon' ‘*‘;;{'{{,;i“:f{’: ngegrrgj cf%lseg 1?;% 11:1;
followed by his -two brothers:.Ar- chael, the t great grandfath

- . Mr. Howland's great grandfath
ave coine on.the “Anne,” the “For-- Jesse Howland, . married "Merib:
tune,”: or- the “Little James’ 'Or "the daughter of Brittain M. Whi

they may have came with Mr. Win- Meribah and her father and:}

slow -on his yeturn from England on- White grandfathers for many ge
the | “Charity” in 1624 when he; erations before her were born
brought to the new colony at Ply-- the White homestead, said to hs
mouth, Mass., “3 heifers and ‘a bull, ‘been the first house on the land ti
the first.beginning. of -any cattle of is now Asbury Park. This quaint «
that. kind- in -the '1and,” .as_the first house still surviyes and now star
‘mention-of Henry Howland, ‘the an- -on Asbury avenue on the westc
eestor: of - the Monmouth. county .outskirts-of town. It has been mov

aneh, . was- in 1624 -avhen ~he 13 at ~least twice” Its earliest

vhentioned - -as “the owner ~-of - the membered locatiod s on Stnmn

Ablack -cow.” It is to ‘commemorate field -avenue, just ‘west of - La
a!is vevent that Mrs. Rudloff has- ford street. Jesse’and Meribah wi

.parried in this‘house. . -
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name ‘“Howland” appearing many
times, When the ancient and faded

script was finally deciphered these.

papers ‘proved to be a real find for
they were the wills of his'. great-
great-grandfather and his ~great-
great-great-grandfather.

Later a still earlier will proved
that Mr. Howland was the seventh
generation of Howlands in Mon-
mouth county, instead of the fifth as

he” had always. believéd. Further-

. Potter, West and others:

‘clude. the following: Allen, .Hart-:

orne, - White, Wolcott,, Slocum,:
‘Woolley, Borden, “Lippincott, -Cook,
Stout, Tilton, Harris, Maps, Emmons,"
Havens, Chamberlain; Lane, -Harvey, -

Many persons .of local prominece
are on the tree, including Common
Pleas Judge J. Edward -Knight.
Notables outside the .county, in ad-
dition to President Roosevelt, in-
clude the late Hetty Green, and oth-
ers, ., ... el

A
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more there came to be proof that
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