
December 15, 1933

all ".Tartlien Yfotchors;
This year, the letter you are reading shall

replace the normal card I usually send yo £irr:;'t let ny family
and myself v/i.̂ h you the "best of Christmas' and a very good.
New Year.

I.iany of you have heard nothing or very
little iron ::io jiiice my last big trip in 1Q31. To put it
simply, v:e've been treading water on the issue of the
father of The odor ick and Alban \7arthen. .In fact, w&'d
actually been going backward as we 'had trimmed our original
list of candidates from about 7 in 1981 to just 2 by 1936.
Ted \7arthen, of Las Vegas, Nev. had worn out several re-
searchers in Ohio and Virginia and had a terrific researcher
in Salt Lalce City about to drop our case when, about 6-3
weeks ago, lightening struck.

But first, so that I might refresh
your memory, we had traced ourselves back to Theodorick
w'arthen, b.1732 probably in lid. and his proven half-
brother, Alban, b.l?33 probably in Lid. or Va.

Theodorick and Alban were living in
Licking Co. Ohio in 1833 where Theo, was a farmer and his
brother owned and operated the American Hotel, amongst
various other activities, when Alban was found at the -
bottom of the Qanal in Newark, having drov-o.ed under mys-
terious circumstances. The following year, a ITicholas
w'arthen wao in a tax census of the county and was living
on The odor ick 's property.

I traced Nicholas*' back to Frederick
Co. lid. to the only group of Y/arthens we've ever found
who consistently used the present spelling of the name.

In researching this Md. group I
'found that the earliest entry was for a Llartin who
joined the county militia in 1794, married in 1797
and was in both the 1800 and 1810 censuses but, by far
the main person in this group seemed to be s. John Prancis
TYarthen who was in church and county records about 25
times ending with the probate of a lengthy and complicated
v/ill in 1333.

After discarding several theories, we
surmised that JI? "Frank" V/arthen was the oldest of a list
of brothers and/ or first cousins that had grown to the
following:

John Francis Earthen b. 1765-70 d.1833
Rapheal V/arthen b. 1770 d.1352

Llartin War-then b. 1772-4 d. After 1310
The o£ ̂r j,ckjja/pthfin b. 1782 d. 1357

Nicholas '.yartherP̂  b. 1785 0. 1372

Alban 'Jarthen b. 1788 d. 1333

Thonac V/arthen b. 1737-92 d. After 1840
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Henry War then b.1790 d. 1862

And perhaps several others including
another John, a Stanislaus (1791-1872) and just maybe
a William (1795- after 1820).

But, our big problem has always been,
just where did all these boys and about an equal num-
ber of girls, come from?

Y/ell our last 2 candidates were, #1,
a Nicholas Uarthen, who is found only 3 times in Lid.
records; in 1783-4 in two tax censuses of Anne Arundel
Co. where he is taxed on one lot in the city of
Annapolis and on Nov. 2, 1792, when 7m. Paris, a
silversmith and keeper of a diary, writes" Mr. Nicho-
las Y/arthen died last night.

Our second candidate is quite a bit
more complex 'to annotate so I will not, at this time
go into all the ways and wherefores except to say
that it is Ted T/arthen'o idea which I struggled with
for several years before (unbelieveably) being the
one who proved him right.

So, I will say only this: '.7e have
very good reason to believe that there were three
John V/arthens living in Randolph Co. Va. Two were
Yfathens, a father and son, who went with the
Wathens to the Cartwright Creek Catholic settle-
in Ky. about 1798*John the younger d. in 1803 and
his father 7 years later.

The third John arrived in Randolph
Co. earlier than the other 2, about 1790 and died
there about 1795-6. He believed that he was either
totally unrelated to the other two or was so distant-
ly related that he couldn't figure it out.

So—there weaare. V/e need either or
both a NICHOLAS EARTHEN and/or a JOHN Y7ARTHENcwho
had about 8-10 sons starting with a JOHN PRA1TIS
Y/ARTHEN, b. 1765-70. A

Now—we shall refer to the en-
closed. These entries, found on film in the SLC
library, were found in a small Lutheran Church
in Birkenfeld, Germany, in the old state of Olden-
berg in 1986-7 and entered in SLC soon after and
were found by Ted Warthen's researcher just a few
weeks ago. THIS IS THE VERY FIRST THE V/3 HAV3 POUND
AIT ACTUAL COLONY OF V^RTIENS ON TIE jJTJRCPl^UT CCl̂
TiirzTT A::D TIB PJDOORDS s:io',/:

1. A JGIIANN LUD7IG Y/ARSIEIT m. either
a DCROTIEA I.1ARGHAR3TA or a LIARGIIAIIIGA DOR-
CTIEA HALL3RIN on 13 AP 1760 and that on
3 ITOV 1763, their con JOIIANIJ iPRAN'JZ v;ac
cliristened.
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2. Another JOHA.NN FRA1TZ 7/AR2HM, tho con of
JOIIAITII ITICIIOLAS './ARTIEII and AlfiU SEXJITJA
QU3T3CIII1T was christened at the cane church
on £7 SEPT. 1769.

Ted Y.'arthen has now hired a Gerinen speak-
ing researcher who reads the old Germen script and we
shall have him follow up on all of this including send-
ing him to Birkenfeld, if that "becomes necessary. As for
right no\ I vd.ll make only several comments:

1. These two families seem to have left the
Birkenfeld area very soon after 1769. This
is important "because we do not know where the
JOHN PRA1TCIS of Md. v/as "born, "but Rapheal,
b. 1770 says iH the 1850 census that he was
b. in !.H).

2. The Frederick Co. Md. \7arthens were very
closely tied up with a Haller family, living
near them, having several land deals with
them and finally, James Henson Warthen, the
last son of "Prank" m. a DOrothy Haller.

3. Birkenfeld, Germany is only 20 miles from
the French "border and less than 40 miles
from Strausberg.
(In Maxwell's History of Randolph Co. he
refers to a Mary T/arthen, daughter of John,
as "A PREITCH MAIDE1T", probably meaning that
he heard her speak the language,)
(In the 1330 census of Santa Clara Co. Oa.
appears a young girl who is evidently
living with Albert V/arthen, last son of
Alban (1788-1833) and she says she was
b. in -Strausberg. This city v/as originally
a Germen City-State but was ceded to France
in 1871 but even prior to that,a goodly-
number of the citizens were French speaking.)

'Jell, that is all I will say. Let us all
keep our fingers crossed that at long last v.re may
finally have the breakthru we've been looking for
these many, many years. The minute we are able to
proves anything at all I will let you knov/ but for
now—have a very safe holiday season and^beot of
wishes to you all.

d Russell Varthen



f

-'-*.« w»*^«-»/ » irvl A^

VAX THANE ft
WARTHANEN. JULIANE CAROLINE

CHRISTIAN KUE1SSEL
vA*Tnf , •• see UAKTH
VABTHfL - •• Sfe VfKJIL
VAfnjttenwN . »» see VARTHANN
UAtTHCM

WARTHEN. ANNA ELlSABETMA
JOHANN ANDREAS PICK

WARTHEN, ANNA MAGDALENA FRANTZ CAM. NAEHER
WARTHEN. ANNA SIDONIA

FRANZ NICOLAUS WENDEL
WARTHEN, CATHARINA ELISABETHA

ANDREAS WARTHEN/ANNA CATHARINA ROTHIN
WARTHEN, CHRISTINA JOH. CARL GROENINGERS
WARTHEN, FRANTZ WILHELfl

JOHANN BERNHARDT WARTHEN/ANNAE CATHAR1NAE
WARTHEN, MANNS FR1ETZ

JOHANNES WAftTHEM/ELISASCTHA

n

W

V

w
W

F

W
n

n

• - CNTRT ALTERED FROM SOURCE; *,a,»RELATlVES
NAMED IN SOURCE. EXPLANATIONS PAGE 11, F1CME U

w

n

n
H
n
c
n
c

c

£/n«« l ft;/1

20JUN1802

09JUN1795

28APR1711
MJUL1797

05JUN1759

(KF8B1795
20SEP1716

dlFUYliAj

r-K.UblKNtUSStN.nARGGR

PR. BRANDENBURG. STRAUS

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,!
OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,!

PR, RHE INLAND. KIRCHBERi
OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,!

PR. RHE INLAND, ACHTELSB

(IBOWA.EVANGE
CLEARED

ERG.H1LITAR

VANGELISCH

VANGELISCH
VANGELISCH

VANGELISCH
1BSEP1985LA
SinnERN.EV

VANGELISCH
18APR1987AL
CH.EVANGELI
30MAT1986AZ

1SCH
CLEARED

REGIF1ENT 6

22JAN1986LA
NCELISCH

23JUN1987AL
CH-REFORHIE
27AUG1986AZ

CLEARED

I
20JUL1979LG

13HAT1982SG

16SEP1983PV
15«AT1982SG

QAFEB1986LA
OSJUN19B4SL

22JUL1987AL
TE
13SEP1986AZ

A - MULT CIMBIU+U • • VITM C - CJ)0IU«U 0 - CtATH CM BLf**. t - WTTM OH CI«»IU
MCMNOU) M-IMARMGC M - CBCUB W • WU. AU OTV6* • M9

W *\ 1 tit N* JUHA NN

*
V

*

1

1

REGION CENTRAL EUROPEAN COUNTRY: GERHA
MAAg | SEX M M*LEA F€M*i£A< HUEBAKVW MFC

VAKTHE*. JOHANK f KAWF**3"** ** *****
WARJHEN ,̂ JOHANN, FftANU.
" JOHANN LUDW1.G,WARTHEN,<MAH1A DOROTHEA HELLER!
UARTHtR7 JOHANN FRANTZ

JOHANN NICKEL WARTHEN>ANNA ii66NiA OUETsTHTS
WARTHEN, JOHANN FRIDERICH

JOHANN BERNHARD WARTHEN/ANNA CATHARINA
WARTHEN, JOHANN GEORG

JOHANN ANDREAS WARTHEN/KARIA CATHARINA ROTH1
WARTHEN. JULIANA MARGRETHA

JOHANN GEORQ KREnPEL
WARTHEN, LUDW1G.

- ' -—""* DOROTHEA «ARGARETHA HELLERN
WARTHEN, FtARIA CATHARINA

JOHANN FRANTZ HELM
WARTHEN. HARIA CATHARINA

FRANTZ NICKEL WARTHEN/HARIA JULIANA ROTHIN
WARTHEN. RUD01.PMUS MARIA ELISABETHA ELLARS

UAH THfMBUeCHLf*
WARTHENBUECHLER, PETRU5

HENER1CI WARTHENBUECHLER/CATHAR1NAE ELISABET
VAfiTHfMPFUM.
WARTHENPFUHL. FRANZ JACOB

PHILIPP WARTHENPFUHL/HARIA ELIESABETHA KLEY
WARTHENPFUHL, JOHANNES

NICOLAUS WARTHENPFUHL /ANNA FtARIA ADATTS
WARTHENPFUHL. NICKOLAUS

NICKOLAUS WARTHENPFUHL /ANNA KARIA ADAdS
l/A*THtNf>HUL
WARTHENPHUL. CAROLUS

NICOLAI WARTHENPHUL/GUlLELnAE FUCHS
VAKTHtNTHIM
WARTHENTHIN. CHRISTOPH ULRICH CHRISTIAN

DOROTHEA LOUISE THERESE HINTZE
VAXTHf* , •» See UAfBTHf*
VAKTHICX
WARTHIEN. CATHARINA

irfRISTOPH SCHWAMTZENHOLTZ
WARTMIEN, JOHANN LUDF.WIG

CHRISTOPH SCHWARTZENHOLfZ/CAfHARlNA WARTHIEN
fH*r///A« . •• SfC VA*TH
VA*ffHMBUfMLeH
WARTHINeUCHLER. ANNA HARIA

JAC08I WARTHINBUEHLER/ANMAe FiARIAE
VMTM1MO . •• Sef VCRTlNGtM
VABTHLING
WARTHLINO WILHELM WARTHL ING/KARIE WINTER

n

rt

n

h

W

H

W

F

H

M
A

n

n

n

n

H

w

n

F

n

Y AS OF JUL T9B.

j
E
C

C
c
c
n
n

n

C

N

C

C

1

C

c

n

n

C

C

B

EVENT
DATI

08NOV1768

•27SEP1769

16FEB1721

210CT1767

15JAN1765

19 APR 1768

21APR1716

07SEP1759

07FEB169S

UJUL1755

18NOV1832

20HAY1832

20HAY1832

1WAH1B72

12NOV1860

12JUL1759

09JUN1757

J9JUNT756

21JU.181S

STATE, CO, TOWN, PAR

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELDJ

OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,

OLDENBURG, 61ftKCNreL6,
OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD,

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

BADEN. BADEN, BADEN-BAD

HESSEN.RHEINHESSEN.HE

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD,

OLDENBURG, BIRKENFELD,

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

OLDENBURG. BIRKENFELD.

P!LI>Oflf1ERN.BREDOW

PR, BRANDENBURG, PEE tZ I

PR.BRANDENBURG.PEEJZ1

HESSEN.RHE INHESSEN.HE

LIPPE.BOS1NGFELD.EVAW

•

VANGELISCH
24JUN1987LA
VANGELISCH
24JUNT9S7LA
VANGELISCH
20JUN1987LA
VANGELISCH
23JUN1987LA
VANGELISCH

VANGELISCH

VANGELISCH

VANGELISCH
18SEPl98kA
N.STIFTSKIR

SLOCH.KATHO
CLEARED

VANGELISCH
25JAN1985LG
VANGELISCH
2SJAN1985LG
YSNCELISCH^
tnAKIWU!

VANCELI5CH,
17DEC1983LA

21FEB1980PV

SLOCH.KATHOI
O9DEC1987JR

CLISCH
f «jr ••.«

E

30JUL1987LA

MJUL1987LA

29JUL1987LA

30JUL1987LA

2TJATTRS6LA
HE KATHOLIS

ISCH
CLEARED

05APR1985LG

OSAPR1985LG

OSAPR1985LG

UFEB19A4LA

17HAY1980PV

ISCH
27JAN1988JR

PAGE 5>
8

01AUG1987LA

01AUG1M7LA

31JUL1987LA

01AUG1987LA
18AUG19820G

1&AUG19820G

16SEP1983PV

04FEB1986LA
H
22JAN1986PV

CLEARED

251AY1985LG

25HAT1985LG

2SHAT198SLG

17FEB198XLA

OADEC1974PV

i90CTl9r*SL

19SEP1985JR

06FE81988JR

-

J

J

J

J
M

r.

«

K

n

r

f
c
c

c

7

«

(•

C


