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Angels are always important in Victorian cemeteries because 
they are the symbols of protectors and guardians.   

This angel is taking the child to heaven. Notice the five pointed 
star in his crown which is a symbol of the manifest of God. Also, 
the angel is on a bed of rocks which is a symbol of life built on a 
firm foundation. The angel is also pointing the soul to heaven. 
 
Mount Holly Cemetery was founded  in 1843 and is the final 
resting place for thirteen state Supreme Court Justices, four 
United States senators, four Confederate generals, and twenty-
one Little Rock mayors.  
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Angel, Sylvester  Cemetery, Atlanta,  GA 

As you can see, the theme of this newsletter is angels. This one is 
clinging  to the cross which is a symbol of redemption and resur-
rection. Also, notice the angel is looking up to heaven, pointing 
the soul towards heaven. In reverence to God, the Angel is pray-
ing . Also, there is a small hint of rocks—person’s life was built a 
firm foundation. 

The Sylvester Cemetery is one of the oldest cemeteries in DeKalb 
County, Georgia. The cemetery was originally a family burial plot 
for the Terry family who owned and operated a sawmill and a flour 
mill in what is now East Atlanta. Later, a burial plot was estab-
lished for the McWilliams family, who were relatives of the Terrys, 
adjacent to the Terry plot. In 1872, Sylvester Terry, the sixteen 
year old son of Mary Thurman Terry, died and was buried near 
the Terry home. His mother had the body moved to the family plot 
a few years later and in early 1874, Mrs. Terry deeded a parcel of 
land near the family burial plot for the establishment of a church to 
be named in honor of her deceased son.  
(From the Sylvester Cemetery website—
www.sylvestercemetery.org  

. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at rwaterhouse@comcast.net or call 404 876-9374 

Angel  wi th  Cross , Sylvester  
Cem etery , At lanta  

The angel, like the one above, is a symbol of protecting or 
guarding. She is sitting on a casket which is always a symbol of 
mourning and grief. Notice that to the left of her wing is an hour 
glass which is a symbol of the passage of time. Also is a wreath, 
the symbol of eternity. 

Woodlawn was begun in 1843 and the final resting place for 
Irving Berlin, George M. Cohan, Duke Ellington, and Lionel 
Hampton just to name a few.  

The Mary Glover Thurman Memorial at Oakland Cemetery is a 
replica of the Kinsley Memorial. 

Kinsley Memorial, Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx, NY 
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