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The flowers in a basket portray beauty and the passage 
of time. The idea is that the flowers will only remain beau-
tiful for a fleeting moment so will a person. The mantel 
that covers half the flowers and the casket conveys death 
as well as the casket below. The leaves on the bottom of 
the casket are acanthus and relate to heaven and eternal 
life because acanthus is growing in heaven. The acanthus 
like many of the symbols in Oakland started out as a 
secular symbol and were adopted or borrowed by the 
Christians. Originally, the acanthus is seen in the Egyp-
tian civilization. This marker is near the Richards Mauso-
leum in Oakland Cemetery. 

Caption describ ing p ic ture  or 
graphic . 

 

Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Georgia (1850) Issue 20, February 1,2008 

Antonio Mancini, Self-Portrait, (c. 1878-80) 

 

Questions or comments? Contact Richard Waterhouse at rwaterhouse@comcast.net 

Clasped hands convey unity, steadfastness and stability. 
Sometimes, they are seen over a couple’s grave and con-
veys unity within each other. In other instances, the hand 
on the left is thought of as the hand of God and the hand 
on the right is a human hand. The idea is that God is carry-
ing the soul to heaven. 

San Michelle, Cemetery Island, Venice (1810)  

Antonio Mancini (1852-1930) was 
an Italian artist whom John Singer 
Sargent called one of the greatest 
painters of all times. In this work, we 
see the skull which is a symbol of 
death. Notice the two drawings 
above the skull showing different 
stages of the human form alluding 
to his artistic practice. The artist has 
a sculpture of a baby’s head which 
conveys innocence. The ivy on the 
baby’s head conveys abiding mem-
ory. Notice on the right there is a 
painting of Bacchus—god of  wine 
and intoxication.  At the top right,  
the Bacchus canvas is torn. 
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