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● Sleeping Girl 
● Angel Gabriel 
● Dead Trees and Sarcophagi  
 

The Sleeping Girl is on the Lynch plot in 
Oakland Cemetery - Atlanta, Georgia. The 
Victorian Christians believed that after 
someone died, there was a transition 
period of sleep before the second coming 
which was announced by the Angel 
Gabriel.  In Victorian cemeteries, there are 
many symbols related to sleeping 
including blankets, pillows, tassels, etc. 
Also, the word cemetery means sleeping 
place. 

 
 

Speaking of Gabriel, he has his horn in his hand, waiting 
to announce the second coming and all saved souls can 
follow Jesus to Heaven. In the Broadway musical 
"Anything Goes”,   there is a song called Blow, Gabriel, 
Blow which talks about him blowing his horn and letting 
the saved souls know about the Promised Land. This 
Gabriel, one of two in Oakland Cemetery, shows Gabriel 
waiting to get the word that the second coming is here and 
he can announce it. The funerary monument is located 
very near the Joseph E. Brown burial site. 
 

 
Gabriel is always seen at the beginning of important religious events. For 

example, in this middle panel of an altarpiece by 
Robert Campin, Flemish, active by 1406-d.1444, 
Gabriel is letting the Virgin Mary know that she will 
be the mother of Jesus. This work is filled with 
symbolism. Notice that Mary’s book is open on her 
lap and also the one on the table. Mary has now 
heard the divine wisdom that she will have eternity. 
Also notice that the candle on the table is 
distinguished which is a premonition of Jesus 
Christ’s death here on earth. The painting is at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Cloister in New York 
City. 

 



This painting by Jacob Van Ruisdael 
(Dutch, 1628/9-1682) is called The 
Jewish Cemetery, 1655-60 and is from 
the collection of The Detroit Institute of 
Arts. Notice the dead tree and fallen over 
tree stump which is always a symbol of 
death and the idea that the person’s life 
was cut short before they reached their 
prime. The sarcophagi on each side of 
the painting are always symbols of death 
and decay. The literal translation of 

sarcophagus is flesh eating. The ruined building is a symbol of decay or how 
short one’s life is here on earth. A rainbow and clearing sky can be seen in the 
background which is a symbol of hope and eternity. 
 


