
bol of unity and the gun is a 
symbol of power. 
                   
The sculpture by Canton, Geor-
gia artist T. M. Brady portrays 
a dying lion resting on a Con-
federate battle flag. It was 
erected by the Atlanta Ladies 
Memorial Association to honor 
the Unknown Confederate 
Dead and dedicated April 26, 
1894, Confederate Memorial 
Day which is still observed 
today by the state of Georgia.  
 
This is similar to the Lion of 
Lucerne monument sculpted 
by Bertel Thorvaldsen, in Swit-
zerland, which was dedicated 
to Swiss army men that tried 
to protect Marie Antoinette 
and Louis XVI during the 
French Revolution.  
 
The marble from Tate, Georgia 
was the largest piece of mar-
ble quarried in the U.S. at the 
time and is the same marble 
used in Lincoln’s sculpture at 
the Lincoln Memorial.   

In honor of the 150th anniver-
sary of the Civil War, we are  
looking at  civil war symbols 
that I have covered in past 
newsletters.  
 
Let’s start with the Lion of 
Atlanta gracefully placed in 
Oakland Cemetery.  
 
This wonderful lion marks the 
unknown graves of Confeder-
ate soldiers who died during 
the Civil War.  
 
The lion is a symbol of cour-
age, majesty, strength and 
valor. It also symbolizes resur-
rection because of an ancient 
legend that baby lions, when 
they are born, come to life 
after three days, similar to 
Jesus spending three days in 
the tomb after he was cruci-
fied (“On the third day he rose 
again to sit at the right hand of 
the Father”).  
 

The lion is connected to Saint 
Mark who is the patron saint 
of Venice, Italy where his body 
was laid to rest after being 
stolen from Alexandria, Egypt 

in 829. 
 
The rock that the lion is resting 
on means that that the sol-
dier’s lives were built on a firm 
foundation.  The flag is a sym-

Another Thorvaldsen design 
used in cemeteries is the one 
to the right of his Night em-
blem. Notice that angel is car-
rying two babies to heaven. 
This gravestone marks the 
grave of John Elliott who died 
of yellow fever September 18, 
1853 at the age of 13.  

Angels are thought of as 
guardians, protectors of the 
dead and messengers from 
God. It is very common during 
the during the mid-19th Cen-
tury for children to die young 
because there were not vacci-
nations and immunizations for  
yellow fever and other dis-
eases. 

 

Unknown Confederate Marker  
Historic Oakland Cemetery 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
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GAR Marker 2 
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Chamberlain 2 

Surrender of Gordon to 
Chamberlain 2 

The Ghost of John B. 
Gordon 3 
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Site 3 

5th Ohio Volunteer 
Inrantry 3 

Memory of Civil War 
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• Lion conveys 
courage, majesty, 
strength and valor 

• Angels convey 
messengers and 
protectors of the 
dead 

• Owls convey 
watchfulness,  
wisdom or contem-
plative solitude 

• Horses convey 
fidelity, stubborn-
ness, the uncon-
scious, the self, 
and war. 



The marker to the right was 
sent by Heather Davidson in 
Nova Scotia and stands for 
the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic.  
 
The Grand Army of the Re-
public (GAR) was a fraternal 
organization composed of 
veterans of the Union Army 
who had served in the Ameri-
can Civil War.  
 
The GAR was among the first 
organized interest groups in 
American politics. It was suc-
ceeded by the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War 
(SUVCW).  
 
In the five corners, are 
swords, guns, anchor, trum-
pet and hatchet, all symbols 
of war. 
 
This marker is for Thomas 
Patten who died January 
1902. He had been in the 
Andersonville prison camp in 
Georgia. 
 
When he returned to 
Hantsport, he was in poor 
health and remained so for 

the rest of his life.  Many 
soldiers actually died in 
prison camps. 
 
While exploring  cemeteries 
throughout Coastal Maine, I 
saw many of these markers. 
All the markers were different 
styles of GAR. 
 
I also noticed that the main 
highway on the Cape called 
Route 6 is named the Grand 
Army of Republic Highway. I 
wonder how many that actu-
ally drive the road really know 
about the rich history of the 
Grand Army  of the Republic. 

his troops during their mo-
ment of defeat. Whether the 
salute ever took place is 
open to much debate but 
what is clear is that these 
two generals of the Civil War 
had great respect for each 
other. 

After John B. Gordon re-

To the right is the picture of 
General John Brown Gordon 
(1832-1904). Legend has it 
that  when John Brown 
Gordon surrendered his con-
federate trips to Joshua Law-
rence Chamberlain at Appo-
mattox on  April 12, 1865,   
Chamberlain told his troops 
to salute General Gordon and 

turned from Appomattox,  he 
took up the call of politics 
becoming  a U.S. Senator 
(1873-1880 & 1891-1897) 
and Governor ( 1886-1890).  
He died at the age of 71 in 
Miami, Florida and his body 
was returned to Atlanta. He 
was buried in Oakland Ceme-
tery. 

the spectacle led  a man who 
was also wounded, to say 
“General, you have the soul of a 
lion and the heart of a woman.” 
After General Chamberlain 
came back, he  was elected Gov-
ernor of  Maine for four one-
year terms.  After leaving politi-
cal office, he was appointed 
president of Bowdoin College 
from 1871-1883. He died in 
1914 and is buried in Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Brunswick, ME. 
                                

 According to the label on 
this bottle of beer, to the 
right, Joshua Lawrence 
Chamberlain is best known 
for his victorious maneuver 
at the battle of Gettysburg, 
and for his heartfelt sol-
diers’ salute during the for-
mal surrender at Appomat-
tox. Once, near war’s end 
and wounded for his sixth 
time, he was cheered by the 
enemy as he rode between 
the lines. After the battle,  

G A R  M A R K E R  

A p p o m a t t o x  s u r r e n d e r  o f  G o r d o n  t o  
c h a m b e r l a i n  

P a g e  2  

J o s h u a  L a w r e n c e  C h a m b e r l a i n  “So many wings 
come here 
dipping honey 
and speak here 
in your home on 
God” 
 
Aztec Poem 

On the grave of Thomas Pat-
tern, Hantsport, Novia Scotia 

C I V I L  W A R  S Y M B O L S  



early in the morning, with the fog 
thicker than pea soup as my father 
used to say, you can hear John B. 
Gordon, on his horse, riding the 
grounds of Oakland looking for his 
next battle.  

General Gordon starts rapidly,  gets to 
the end of the east wall, peers over it, 
looking for those Yankees and then 
slowly strides back to his grave.  

 Allen Myers, former Sexton of Oak-
land Cemetery, tells a funny story 
about being at Oakland one of those 

early mornings when the fog was thick 
as pea soup. He heard the clomp 
clomp of General Gordon’s horse.  

He thought this was it—he finally was 
going to meet the General. The clomp 
clomp got closer and closer.  

Then he realized that it was one of 
Atlanta’s mounted horse policemen.  
The horse conveys selfishness, stub-
bornness, and the unconscious. 

 

    

the photograph of a plaque 
that is on both monuments 
and that has defied explana-
tion by anyone who has re-
searched the 5th. Specifically, 
we have been unable to find 
any explanation of the signifi-
cance of the owl on the plaque. 
The words above the owl, "Boys 
Keep the Colors Up," were at-
tributed to Captain George B. 
Whitcom, who was killed in-
stantly at Kernstown, VA on 23 
March 1862 when he picked 

This owl was sent  to me by 
Dan Reigle which is the 5th 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry Owl at 
Gettysburg National Military 
Park and Spring Grove Ceme-
tery, Cincinnati. Dan explains 
“In the course of two different 
projects, we have been work-
ing with three researchers 
interested in the 5th OVI, a Civil 
War unit with a stellar war re-
cord whose recruits had pri-
marily been members of Cin-
cinnati militia units. Please see 

up the 5th’s colors after four previous color-
bearers had been wounded or killed. The Gettys-
burg Memorial Commission reported that the 
slogan was adopted as the motto of the regiment 
in honor of Captain Whitcom, but did not com-
ment on the owl.” 
 In funerary art, the owl conveys watchfulness, 
wisdom or contemplative solitude. In different 
cultures, the owl was part of the burial process. 
In prehistoric European times, the owl bones 
were buried with the dead and with the North-
western Native American Culture, the imagery of 
the owl was thought of a protector and a guider 
in the underworld. 

moved to the monument be-
hind on the hill. However, 
after the body was moved, 
there was strange sobbing 
noises and footsteps heard in 
the vicinity of the first site.  
Notice, the obelisk on the 
hill, his second burial site.  
The obelisk started out as an 
Egyptian pagan symbol and 
was adopted by the Chris-
tians as a symbol of pointing 
the soul towards heaven.  
Obelisks also represented a 
ray of light and a sunbeam. It 

conveyed the sun at its zenith 
and marked the grave of a 
king in Egypt. It is appropri-
ate it marks Lincoln’s grave. 

There are always many leg-
ends connected to the burial 
sites of Presidents  - and who 
is buried in Grant’s tomb? 
When Lincoln was originally 
laid to rest in 1865, he was 
placed in this temporary 
tomb to the right. Suppos-
edly, many sightings of Lin-
coln’s ghost was seen close 
to the temporary tomb. He 
was seen checking out the 
broken ground where the 
new tomb would be placed.  
Eventually, Lincoln was 

T H E  G H O S T  O F J O H N  B .  G O R D O N  

5 t h  o h i o  v o l u n t e e r  i n f a n t r y     

L i n c o l n ’ s  O R I G I N A L  B U R I A L  
S I T E  
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"Follow 
your inner 
moonlight; 
don't hide 
the 
madness." 
-- Allen 
Ginsberg 

   Supposedly,  if you are in Oakland 

Sculpture of John B. Gordon Sate Capitol 
Grounds, Atlanta. GA 



Bob Price provided me with this won-
derful horse sculpture. It portrays the 
memory of one and one half million 
horses of the Confederates and Union 
Armies who were killed or wounded, or 
died  from disease in the Civil War.  
Many perished within 20 miles of Mid-
dleburg, VA in the battles of Aldie, Mid-
dleburg, and Upperville in June of 
1863. 

The horse conveys fidelity, stubborn-
ness, the unconscious, the self, and 
war. 

A great book on Animal Symbolism is 
The Continuum Encyclopedia of Ani-
mal Symbolism in Art, Hope B. Wer-
ness, Continuum, 2006.  

Windfall House 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

There is something humbling to think that the 

Civil War began only 15O years. It was a time 

that the country was torn apart by war, but 

many great symbols come out of that incredi-

ble history. If you think of others, please let 

me know so I can include them in future 

newsletters. 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 

W A T E R H O U S E  
S Y M B O L I S M  
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m e m o r y  o f  c i v i l  h o r s e s  a n d  m u l e s   

The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 
research and document gravestone symbols 
nationally and internationally.  

Photo below is me standing 
at my ancestors’ grave 

Civil War Horses and Mules Monument 
Middleburg, VA 

Waterhouse  
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