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• Tree Stump, Scroll and Fern 
• Finger of God with Morning Glories, Madonna or Easter Lilies and a Rose 
• Cannons and Pyramid 

 
Tree Stump, Scroll and Fern (Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, Grave Monument) 

 
The tree stump or tree stone is always a 
symbol of life cut short before his or her 
prime of life or a symbol of premature death. 
The tree stump can also be a symbol of the 
knowledge of good and evil which relates to 
Eve eating the apple, but it was brought back 
to life through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 
Ferns symbolize frankness, humility, and 
sincerity. A fern leaf symbolizes victory over 
death. Since there are two fern leaves, it 
symbolizes the struggle between creation 
and destruction. 
 A scroll is the symbol of the Angel Metatron 
who is the king of Angels and is also known 
as the Angel of Death. It is also the symbol 
of destiny, knowledge, learning, passing of 
time, and wisdom. 
    

 
Finger of God with Morning Glories, Madonna or Easter Lilies and a Rose 
(Oakland Cemetery, Grave Monument) 
 

The finger coming down from heaven 
symbolizes God coming down for the deceased 
person’s soul. The sleeve is made of 11 
morning glories which symbolize resurrection 
since they close at night and open in the day. 11 
are connected to the idea of being saved by the 
eleventh hour. The soul of the person buried 
below the grave marker will be saved at the last 
minute and will have eternal life. The Madonna 
or Easter Lily is a symbol of innocence, purity 
and unity. The rose is a symbol of love, fertility 
and longevity. Notice that there are three types 
of flowers represented which alludes to the 
Trinity (Father, Son & Holy Ghost.)  



Cannons and Pyramid (Oak Hill Cemetery, Birmingham, Grave Monument) 
 

Cannons symbolize destruction, power and war.  
Notice there is two cannons and the number two 
symbolized union and the struggle between 
creation and destruction. Cannon balls symbolize 
death and power and the weapons allude to the 
Greek mythological gods who hurled arrows, 
spears and meteorites across the sky. Please 
note that the 15 cannon balls are in a pyramid 
shape. The symbol of the pyramid is that of 
firmness, strength, and eternal light. The pyramid 
is also connected to the abode of the dead 
because of the Egyptian Pyramid which was 
thought of as the center of the universe. Please 
note that in the grave monument above, the 
morning glories also form a pyramid. 


