
 The  month of May is full of 
some wonderful symbols be-
cause it marks the prime of 
spring, which has many sym-
bols by itself. 
 
We are all reminded of the 
horse because May 5 marks 
the Kentucky Derby and the 
beginning of the horse racing 
Triple Crown. 
 
The horse conveys lust, fertil-
ity, selfishness, fidelity, vanity, 
stubbornness, stupidity, the 
unconsciousness, the self, 
wary, the sun, blind forces of 
primeval chaos, the instincts, 
a funeral animal, and the As-
cension of Christ. 
 
Deborah Butterfield was born 
in 1949 and divides her time 
between Montana and Hawaii. 
She is most known for her 
earthy portrayal of horses 
made from found objects like 
metal but especially wood.   

The Perry grave marker in Oakland, 
located near the Venerable Mauso-
leum, is based on James Earl Fraser’s 
sculptor, End of the Trail.  

The name, refers to the Trail of Tears 
(also called the trail of Indian tears)  
and was the forced location in 1838 of 
the Cherokee  Nation from their lands 
in Georgia to the Indian Territory 
(present day Oklahoma.) .  It resulted in 
the deaths of approximately 4,000 

Cherokees. The Cherokees were not the 
only Native Americans forced to emi-
grate as a result of the Indian removal 
efforts of the United States.  Other 
Native American groups from the Indi-
ana Territory and Florida were also 
removed.  

The sculpture  portrays  the devastating 
journey of the Native American being 
moved  from his precious land. In the 
process, many Native Americans did 
not survive. It is the symbol of death. 
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• Horse conveys 
lust, fertility and 
selfishness 

• Flowers convey 
spring, transitori-
ness, beauty and 
the soul 

• The rose conveys 
perfection, the 
beloved and 
beauty. 

•  The lily conveys 
the relationship 
between heaven 
and earth 

Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, GA 

Deborah Butterfield’s Horse 



Another symbol of May are 
flowers because so many of 
them are at their peak during  
the month.  
 
Flowers convey spring, transi-
toriness, beauty, the soul, the 
work of the sun, festivity, joy, 
the cycle of life, birth, death, 
regeneration, virtue, purity, 
goodness, mystery, victory, 
temptation, deceit, love 
(especially female), woman, 
balance, justice, the finest 
product, and the evanes-
cence of life. 
 

I just finished writing an es-
say on the Victorian Children 
Gravestones for the Associa-
tion of Gravestone Studies 
and this gravestone to the 
right is included.  The photos 
are by Dinny Harper Addison.  
 
The Porter Monument marks 
the graves of two children, 
Annie Lowry Porter (d. 1874) 
and Fannie Lowry Porter 
(d.1879), the child-sized 
casket indicative of their age. 
 
 Flower symbols, prevalent in 
Oakland and conveying life 
plucked in its bloom, are 

often found on a young per-
son’s grave.  
  
Rarely seen in Victorian 
cemeteries, two humming-
birds hover on the other side 
of the flower basket. Their 
number, two, conveys 
strength in togetherness, and 
the hummingbird itself, a 
seeker of nectar, reminds the 
living to savor the moment, 
as does the apparent still-
ness of its beating wings, 
which seem to stop time. 
 
  

than life Lily. The stem has 
broken which conveys death 
and mourning.  

It is a child’s grave because 
we clearly see the mother at 
a children’s grave grieving 
her death. It is common on 
children’s graves to show the 
burial or the casket.   

A flower commonly carved in 
stone is the Lily which con-
veys purity, the purified soul, 
majesty, queenly beauty, 
immortality, chastity, grief 
and sorrow. 

The gravestone is from 
Bowditch Cemetery in Sears-
port, Maine. Notice the larger 

This photo taken by Cathy Vogel 
in Decatur Cemetery, Decatur, GA 
and marks the grave of the Mur-
phey children, who all died very 
close together. The rose conveys 
perfection, the beloved and 
beauty. The message here is that 
the five children souls were like 
innocent rose buds that will never 
fully open and become beautiful 
roses. Tradition has it that the 
marble for this stone came 
through the blockade during the 
Civil War.  
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“The world's favorite 
season is the spring.  
All things seem 
possible in May." 
 
- Edwin Way Teale 
 

S Y M B O L S  O F  M A Y  

f l o w e r s  

Two views of the Porter gravestone in 
Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta 

 



In the late 16th and early 17th Cen-
tury, Maypoles were banned because 
the Evangelical Protestants felt that 
the celebrations were connected to 
mixed-gender dancing, drunkenness, 
and general merry making on Sun-
days. 

In the 19th Century, the Maypole was 
folded into the symbology of “Merrie 
England.” The addition of ribbons was 
influenced by a combination of 19th 
Century theatrics and John Ruskin. 

The Maypole tradition still continues 

today with many high schools and 
colleges celebrating the rites. 

Also note the wonderful botani-
cal harp or lyre which conveys 
the relationship between 
heaven and earth, the harmo-
nious union of cosmic forces, 
poetry, song, concord, and 
emblem of conjugal love (isn’t 
conjugal a great word?). 
 
If you have ever visited the 
grave of John Philip Sousa 
(1854-1934), you know that he 
has the lyre on his gravestone 
which is appropriate since he 
was such a great composer. 

 DL Henderson had the grave-
stone to the right sent to her by 
Sarah Henderson and I share it 
with you. 
 
Notice the mantel at the top 
which conveys mourning or 
grief. The idea is that the man-
tel marks the curtain from life 
to death. If you are one side of 
it, you are alive and on the 
other side is death. 
 

Guinevere about how the 
month of May makes us feel 
alive and well. It takes place 
during a May Day celebration. 
 
On Sunday, I was working in 
the yard and there was a huge 
back up on Cape Cod Route 
130 because of work on the 
Sagamore Bridge which takes 
you off Cape. There was a long 
line of cars in front of the 
house and coming from one of 
them was the theme song to 
this musical. Someone was 
starting their celebration of the 
lusty month of May early. 

The title for this section comes 
from a song called the “Lusty 
Month of May” in the musical 
Camelot. The original Broad-
way production opened in 
1960 and the idea of Camelot 
has always been associated 
with the Kennedy Administra-
tion.  
 
The original story line dates 
back to the legendary story of 
King Arthur and Queen 
Guinevere and all the wonder-
ful magic related to that story. 
The song “The Lusty Month of 
May” is sung by Queen 
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“Be like a flower 
and turn your 
face to the sun." 
 
- Kahlil Gibran 
 
 

 This painting to the right is by Ralph 
Cahoon (1910 - 1982) and is appro-
priately called May Pole.  

The celebration of May Day has its 
roots in Germanic cultures as a Pagan 
right and is  very popular in Sweden, 
Austria, United Kingdom, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia 
and Sweden. 

In the 16th Century United Kingdom, 
Maypoles were communal symbols, 
being erected as group activities of 
parishes throughout the area. 

Album cover from the original Broadway produc-
tion of Camelot 

Memorial Garden, Concord, NC 
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He then specifically  looks at several of 
my favorite Jewish cemeteries in 
Europe including Prague and Venice 
just to mention of couple cities he 
covers.     Another strong part of this 
book is that he also includes paintings 
portraying the cemeteries by well 
known artists such as Marc Chagall 
(1887-1985) and Jacob Isaak Van 
Ruisdael (1628-1682). The painting 
on the  cover of the book is by Marc 
Chagall. 
 
The great thing about this book is that 
finally someone has put together a 
comprehensive look at the importance  
of Jewish cemeteries in Europe and 
looks at what important symbols come 
from these cemeteries. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing this 
book for your library, go to www. 
alibris.com because you can get a 

While roaming the comprehensive 
bookstore of the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston, we found this wonderful 
book called “House of Life: Jewish 
Cemeteries of Europe” by Joachim 
Jacobs. 

Joachim Jacobs  is a landscape archi-
tect based in Berlin. He specializes in 
conversation and restoration projects 
across Germany and has contributed 
to numerous publications. He recently 
designed an extension of the cemetery 
in Grunewald, Berlin. Also he restored 
several historical Jewish Cemeteries. 

The first thing  I like about this book is 
the historical nature of the book start-
ing out by explaining the customs and 
history of Jewish burials.              

great deal on the book. 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

It seems that the older we get the faster   

time goes. This month will be my two year 

anniversary of leaving Georgia. I can’t believe 

that I have been a resident of New England 

going on two years now. As a resident of the 

oldest town on the Cape Sandwich 

(incorporated 1637), I have the honor of wan-

dering through some wonderful                   

historic cemeteries. 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 
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The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 
research and document symbols locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally.  

What are your ideas 
for future newsletters? 

 

Waterhouse  
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