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Editor’s Note:  I had the honor to visit the Congressional Cemetery, Washington, 
DC, in January. The cemetery has some great symbols and I plan to share one 
with this issue. It has some famous graves like J. Edgar Hoover and John Philips 
Sousa. Can you guess what symbol is on Sousa’s grave? Stay tuned for next 
month’s issue. It’s easy to get there by Metro. 
 
I am also visiting one of my favorite monuments in Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta – 
Neal Wife and Daughter. If you have been on one of my symbolism tours there, 
you know I spend a great deal of time on this monument because it is so rich in 
symbolism.  Fortunately, it’s at the front of the cemetery so folks that attend the 
general tours get to see this magnificent marker. 
 
Finally, I have been able to put many of my symbols on CDs by categories and I 
found some gems. The last photo in this newsletter is from Old Burying Hill in 
Plymouth, MA. Doesn’t the skeleton looks like he’s having a great time? 
 
Between the three monuments, we are looking at 10 symbols: Books, Butterfly, 
Flame, Hour Glass, Palm Branch, Scythe, Skeleton, Snake (Serpent), and Wings 
(Feathers). 
 
        Richard Waterhouse 
        February 1, 2007 
 
 In this Issue: 
 

• Snake and Butterfly 
• Neal Wife and Daughter 
• Skeleton 

 
Snake and Butterfly (Congressional Cemetery, Washington, DC) 
 

The snake biting its tail is always a symbol 
eternity, immortality and rejuvenation. The 
circle that the snake forms is a symbol of 
eternity – the idea is that a circle has no 
beginning or end.  
The three stages of a butterfly’s life are life, 
death, and resurrection. The emergency of 
the butterfly from the cocoon is similar to the 
idea of the soul discarding the flesh. 
Also, the snake is thought of as evil and the 
butterfly is good. So, you have the triumph 

of good of evil. 



 
 
Neal Wife & Daughter Monument (Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta, GA) 

 
We know that the Neal family was Irish so the 
monument is topped with a Celtic cross. Right 
above the two ladies’ heads is a Latin cross with a 
flame on the top.  The flame is always a symbol of 
life. The lady on the left who is looking up towards 
heaven is holding an open book – the idea is that 
she is holding an open book or bible because she 
died first (before the sculpture was completed) and 
has read about the true wisdom of Jesus Christ 
and will have eternal life.  The lady on the right has 
not died yet when the sculpture was done so her 
book on her lap is closed because she hasn’t 
heard the true wisdom of Jesus Christ. Also, she 
holds a palm branch which is a symbol of spiritual 
victory of death and the wreath, a symbol of 

eternity. 
 
Skeleton (Burial Hill, Plymouth, MA) 

 
The skeleton is always 
a symbol of mourning 
and grief and the skull 
is a symbol of 
penitence. The skeleton 
is holding a scythe 
which is a symbol of 
death because it is an 
instrument of death. The 
hour glass is a symbol 
of passage of time. 
When the sand runs out 
in the hour glass, your 
life will be over. Notice 
that the hour glass has 
wings, which is the 

symbol of the fleeting passage of time. 
 


