
 

One of my favorite seasons of 

the year is autumn because it 

is such a huge transition from 

the growing season to the rest 

season. What are your favorite 

memories of autumn? 

 

Autumn conveys death, deteri-

oration, middle or old age, 

harvest, incipient decay, and 

the afternoon.  

  

At the beginning of civilization, 

the Arabs and the Greeks only 

recognized spring, summer 

and winter and northerners 

only recognized winter and 

summer. Then the Greeks 

started recognizing fall or au-

tumn as a season.  

 

In stories and legends autumn 

corresponds to myths of fire 

destroying everything before 

total renewal: the myth of He-

phaistos who forged shields, 

swords and arrows; Argos and 

the spies of fairy tales, from 

the wizard to the peddler; 

everybody who wears a red 

mask (the harlequin); the 

Hindu caste of Brahman 

(the highest caste); the Ma-

sonic grade of purple (in 

France); and in tree worship, 

the root.   

 

Some symbols related to 

autumn include leaves 

which convey happiness, 

transitoriness, a true fact or 

idea, and people coming or 

going; scarecrows which 

convey powerlessness, old 

age, the soul, and the dis-

guise to avoid facing reality;  

chrysanthemums which 

convey integrity and endur-

ance; and the dragonfly 

which conveys victory and 

martial success. It is also a 

symbol of summer's end and 

autumn's arrival. 

 

What are some other symbols 

of autumn? 

This watercolor and chalk work by 

Symbolist artist Xavier Melley is 

called Autumn and the size is 36 x 

22 7/16 inches. You can visit it at 

Musees Royaux des Beaux-Arts, 

Brussels. 

The tree branches convey  immor-

tality, the life of  the cosmos, the 

link between the three worlds 

(heaven, earth and the under-

world). 

Spider web conveys human frailty, 

the negative side of the universe, 

decay, desolation, fine work and 

transience. 

Three conveys moral and spiritual 

dynamism, intellectual and spir-

itual order, sufficiency, heaven, 

the Trinity, and childbirth.       
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 Autumn conveys 

death, deteriora-

tion, middle or old 

age and harvest 

 Stairs  convey 

spiritual ascen-

sion,  aspiration, 

transcendence,  

and Christian 

pilgrimage 

 Anchor conveys 

hope, steadfast-

ness,  and Christ 

 Column conveys 

steadfastness and 

power 

 

Forest Hills Cemetery, Boston 



Tree of life conveys old age. 

The origin of the tree of life 

as a symbol begins in Ancient 

Persia where in their mytholo-

gy, the tree is large and bears 

all fruit. In ancient Egypt the 

tree was thought of as  “a 

tree in which life and death 

are enclosed.”  In ancient 

Armenia, it was a religious 

symbol and was drawn on 

walls of fortresses and 

carved on the armor of warri-

ors. The branches of the tree 

were equally divided on the 

right and left sides of the 

stem, with each branch hav-

ing one leaf, and one leaf on 

the apex of the tree. The 

Assyrian Tree of Life was 

represented by a series of 

nodes and crisscrossing 

lines. It was apparently an 

important religious symbol, 

often attended to by eagle-

headed gods and priests or 

the King. 

 

Hannah Cohoon (1781-

1864) painted in an abstract 

style associated with the 

Shaker community of Han-

cock. She is known for her 

ink and watercolor paintings 

of The Tree of Life.  

Saint Clements of Rome lived 

in the fourth century and was 

the fourth bishop of Rome 

from  88 to 97. He is identi-

fied with being thrown from a 

ship with an anchor around 

his neck. His patronage is 

invoking against diseases in 

children, protecting of hat-

ters, boatmen, watermen, 

gondoliers, stonecutters, 

Joshua Segal  posed the 

question, is the meaning 

different if the anchor is 

place on the right or left of 

the sculpture? Anyone have 

an answer? 

The anchor conveys hope, 

steadfastness,  and Christ. It 

is the attribute of Saint Clem-

ent of Rome and Saint Nicho-

las of Myra.                          

sailors and sculptors. His 

feast day is November 23. 

Saint Nicholas of Myra was 

born in Lycia, in the third 

century. Before being or-

dained priest, he was ac-

claimed bishop of Myra, lead-

ing the dioceses with charity, 

dedication, and full respect 

for orthodoxy. His attribute 

is three golden balls.                            

Stairs  convey spiritual ascension,  

aspiration, transcendence, Chris-

tian pilgrimage, world axis 

(especially when surmounted by a 

cross, fleur-de-lis, star, or angel), 

and communication between two 

different worlds.  

Ascending stairs convey journey to 

the mystic center, pilgrimage, an 

longing  for the higher world.  

Descending stairs convey entry into 

the internal world.   

Are the stair ascending or descend-

ing in this picture? 

A n c h o r — r i g h t  o r  l e f t ?  

P a g e  2  

s t a i r s  

There are moments 
in our lives, there 
are moments in a 
day, when we seem 
to see beyond the 
usual- become 
clairvoyant. 
We reach then into 
reality. Such are 
the moments of our 
greatest happiness, 
such are the 
moments 
of our greatest 
wisdom. 
 
Robert Henri 

     C L A R I T Y  O F  A U T U M N  

T R E E  O F  L I F E  

Hannah Cohoon (188-1864), The Tree of Life, Hancock Massachu-

setts, 1854. Ink and Tempera on paper, 18 1/8 x 23 3/16 inches, 

Courtesy of Andrews Collection, Hancock Shaker Village 

 

Forest  Hills Cemetery 

Stairs in  Forest Hills Cemetery 



 

 

  

  

Loren Rhoads who wrote the 

book “Wish You Were 

Here: Adventures in Cemetery 

Travel” and Editor of the 

“Haunted Mansion Project: 

Year Two” sent me an image of 

the marker to the right.  Her 

website is:  

www.lorenrhoads.com 

 

Does any one recognize it? Let 

me know and I will pass the 

info onto Loren. 

Mercury, Orpheus, Ereto, Arion 

(usually riding on a dolphin) 

and occasionally Terpsichore. 

 

The head on the harp is that of 

Apollo. The column conveys 

steadfastness, power and the 

connection between heaven 

and earth.  The laurel wreath 

on the strings conveys eternity, 

victory, valor, and resurrection. 

The bird is that of the phoenix 

and conveys resurrection, im-

mortality, eternal youth, eterni-

ty, chastity, temperance, royal 

succession, faith, constancy, 

and the power to overcome 

death. 

Laurel Gabel also explains that 

the harp  is “sometimes used 

as a classical decoration asso-

ciated with heavenly music, or 

music in general and often 

associated with Irish herit-

age”.  

 

My hunch on this marker 

which is made out of zinc is 

that it is Greek in nature. The 

harp is the relationship be-

tween heaven and earth, the 

harmonious union of cosmic 

forces, poetry, song, concord, 

and an emblem of conjugal 

love. It is an attribute of Apollo, 
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"The eye sinks 
inward and the 
heart lies plain, 
And what we 
mean, we say, 
and what we 
would, we 
know." 
 
From  
The Buried 
Life, Matthew 
Arnold 
 

Laurel Gabel solved the mystery of the 

two bricks found in Sandwich, Massa-

chusetts. 

The brick closest bears the manufac-

turing mark of E. L. Cook.  (Logo = 

CBNA = Common Brick Manufacturer's 

Assoc.).  

The far right brick was made by Stiles 

and Hart Brickmakers, Bridgewater, 

MA. The Stiles and Hart Brick Compa-

ny, established in 1886, remains the 

only brick manufacturer in Massachu-

setts.  

Old North Burial Ground in Providence, RI 

M O R E  R E S E A R C H  O N  O T H E R  

S Y M B O L  



individual: Thomas Monaghan was 

born in Galway, Ireland, moved to Wol-

verhampton, Staffordshire, England, 

where he married Mary Feeney and 

had a son Daniel. He left England, 

probably ahead of Mary and Daniel, 

settling in Mount Vernon, Ohio, where 

there was already an Irish population. 

He was a bricklayer, had many chil-

dren, did not fight in the Civil War, 

lived to be 88.  Mary died in 1890, but 

he lived with three of his single grown 

daughters.  He owned his home, mort-

gage free.  That's about what I know.  I 

don't think he was ever naturalized. 

 

We would be grateful for any ideas of 

why this marker has been placed with 

this individual's grave.  

 

Lorna Wooldridge asked the following 

question: I was wondering if you could 

help again by putting the following 

information in your symbolism newslet-

ter? I was asked about this at our last 

"Gravestone Art and Symbolism" 

presentation. 

 

We know the S S M on the marker 

attached is an abbreviation of "Societe 

de Secours Mutuel" (Mutual Help Soci-

ety). La prevoyance is the name of this 

society. The honeybee is a commonly 

used symbol for this kind of mutual 

funds society since the honeybee has 

a high level of social living. Prevoyance 

translates by "foresighting. The ques-

tion was why would someone of Irish 

descent buried in the US be a member 

of a Belgium Mutual Help Society? This 

was the information I have on this   
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NOTES FROM THE  EDITOR 

I am including a picture of our boxers on a 

cemetery trip to Forest Hills Cemetery, Bos-

ton. They have explored many a cemetery in 

New England looking for symbols. Their favor-

ite is the symbol of the dog which conveys 

fidelity, obedience and companion of the 

dead. Wouldn’t you like to have these two 

protecting your grave? 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 
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I N Q U I R Y  A B O U T  F U R T H E R  

I N F O R M A T I O N  

The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 

research and document symbols locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally.  

To subscribe, email  

rwaterhouse@comcast.net 

Mount Calvary Cemetery 

Mount Vernon, Ohio 
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