
One of my favorite stories of 

the nativity is that the shep-

herds and the wise men came 

to worship the baby Jesus 

because they were led by the 

star of Bethlehem. 

 

A star conveys the spirit, the 

forces of the spirit struggling 

against the forces of evil, des-

tiny, supremacy in a particular 

area, disintegration, immortali-

ty, the soul, guidance, hope, 

purity, constancy, and vigi-

lance. 

 

The mountain in the back-

ground conveys loftiness of 

spirit, spiritual evaluation, the 

connection between heaven 

and earth, realm of mediation, 

communion with the spirit, 

deities, wisdom, solitariness, 

resurrection, world axis, free-

dom, peace and majesty. 

 

The angel conveys spiritual 

influences acting upon the 

earth, messenger of God, 

saintliness, and sweetness. 

 

The infant conveys new begin-

ning, new era, 

innocence, 

helplessness 

and hope. 

 

Camels con-

vey patience, 

long-suffering, 

endurance, 

resistance, 

temperance, 

obedience, 

submission, 

prudence, 

and emblem 

of the Middle 

East. 

 

The color 

blue con-

veys the 

sky, sanctifi-

cation and 

sincerity. 

Caleb’s brother Richard gave 

me a church program about 

the symbolism of the candy 

cane. It started out as a pacifi-

er for children and then,  in the 

early 1900s, it received its 

distinctive striped red color 

and the peppermint flavor. It 

can convey two things. If it is 

upside down, it can be 

the first letter of Jesus’ 

name. The other way it 

looks like a shepherd 

staff. The first people to 

realize the importance of 

the birth of Jesus were 

the shepherds who gath-

ered around the manger.  
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 Star conveys 

destiny,  the soul 

and guidance 

 Camels convey 

patience, long-

suffering and 

endurance 

 Tea conveys 

exoticism, the 

Orient and scan-

dal 

 Bird conveys the 

soul, thought and 

imagination 

Adoration of the Magi by Giotto di Bondone (1267–

1337). The Star of Bethlehem is shown as a comet 

above the child. Giotto witnessed an appearance of 

Halley's Comet in 1301 



  

While at Mystic Seaport in 

October, I found this wonder-

ful Christmas tea from 

Elmwood Inn, in Danville, 

Kentucky where I went to 

college at Centre from 1977-

1981. 

 

Just recently, there was an 

article on Yahoo that told 

about the benefits of tea:  

fights cancer and heart dis-

ease; protects teeth and 

strengthens bones; improves 

digestion; prevents food poi-

soning; strengthens the im-

mune system; and prevents 

digestion.                                    

Tea conveys exoticism, the 

Orient, connected with amo-

rous intrigue and scandal, 

sociable life, the brew of life, 

and connected with the Brit-

ish. 

 

This Christmas tea is hand 

picked black tea from Sri 

Lanka, cinnamon, and or-

ange peal. 

 

The Elmwood Inn Fine Teas 

has been quenching Ameri-

ca’s thirst for specialty teas 

for over two decades. Their 

passion for tea began with an 

historic tearoom in a small 

Kentucky village that soon 

blossomed into a tea 

blending operation supply-

ing rare teas to shops and 

tearooms across the conti-

nent. 

 

Their family-owned busi-

ness sources exceptional 

teas from around the 

world—many from moni-

tored Ethical Trade Part-

nership (EPT) gardens. To 

guarantee freshness and 

uniform flavor with every 

cup, they blend and 

package teas in small 

batches. 

their leaves. Early Celts sur-

rounded their entryways with 

branches of Holly to ward off 

evil and to bring luck to the 

home, because fairies were 

thought to sleep within the 

warm leaves. 

Holly was the sacred plant of 

Saturn and was used at the 

Roman Saturnalia festival to 

Wreaths convey eternity, 

celebration, mourning, victo-

ry, valor, resurrection and 

memory. 

The Druids once believed 

that holly, with its shiny 

leaves and red berries stayed 

green in Winter to keep the 

earth beautiful when the rest 

of the sacred trees lost all 

honor him. Romans gave one 

another holly wreaths and 

carried them about decorat-

ing images of Saturn with it. 

The prickly thorns in holly 

remind Christians of Jesus' 

"Crown of Thorns" and the 

red berries have come to 

symbolize the blood he shed 

for us at his crucifixion. 

sonifying air. It is thought that 

because birds 

are solitary by 

habit, they 

usually repre-

sent the isola-

tion of those 

that live on a 

superior men-

tal plane.   

 The bird is usually connected 

to the nativity scene because 

birds were so prevalent during 

Jesus’ time. 

Birds convey the soul, 

thought, imagination, the 

spiritual, supernatural aid, air, 

wind, time, immortality, crea-

tion, the female principle, 

aspiration, prophecy, love, 

freedom, haste and betrayal. 

It is the attribute of Juno per-
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Life is like a 
riding a bike— 
to maintain 
balance , you 
have to keep 
moving. 
 
         Einstein 

Christmas Tea from  Elmwood Inn 

C H R I S T M A S  G A T H E R I N G S  

Adoration of the Shepherd by  Charles 

Le Brun  1689 



headed to Atlanta and started 

working for Julia Thompson, an 

Atlanta madam. In time, she 

opened her own establish-

ment. 

 

The full story about the grave-

stone is attached to my email. 

 

The pillow conveys security, 

mercy, comfort, trust, hospitali-

ty, peace, love, anguish, luxury, 

and mute audience of confes-

sion.  

Rosalind Hillhouse, who was 

responsible for getting Abbie 

Howard her well deserved 

gravestone after so many 

years, sent me the picture to 

the right of her gravestone.  

 

Abbie Howard was the inspira-

tion for a character  in “Gone 

With The Wind” and ran a 

house of ill repute.  

 

Abbie was born in Louisiana in 

1830. After the Civil War, she 

year and found this one to 

the right. 

 

Notice at her foot is the 

Bible which conveys the 

Word of God,  sanctity,  

holiness, spiritual guidance 

and truth. 

 

The rock she is standing on 

conveys life built on a firm 

foundation and her dress of 

classical robes convey 

mourning or death. Notice 

that she is looking towards 

heaven. 

Steve Hahn reminded me 

that the anchor conveys man 

being held to this earthly life 

(anchored) and the broken 

chain breaking the bonds of 

earth allowing man or wom-

an  to ascend to the heavens 

and to his maker.   

 

I asked him to send me ex-

amples and he sent a couple 

from Forest Hills Cemetery, 

Boston. I went back and 

looked at my pictures of the 

cemetery that I took last  
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Expectancy is 
the atmosphere 
for miracles. 
 
Edwin Louis 
Cole  
 

Bob Price sent me many pictures from 

the very Victorian Blocher Mausoleum 

in Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, New 

York. I have used two but I am very 

happy to send you others. Legend 

about the monument is that it was 

done in memory of Mr. Blocher’s son 

who feel in love with a maid and his 

parents sent him off to Italy so he 

would not marry. He became ill and 

came back to Buffalo to die.  The fa-

ther designed the monument for his 

son.  Supposedly the scantily clothed 

angel model was the maid. 

Abbie Howard’s  gravestone, Oakland Cemetery, Atlanta  



 Joshua Segal sent me this wonderful 

pictures of a wild turkey in Mount Au-

burn. I thought it was appropriate to 

use if for this issue because we also 

have turkeys for Christmas dinner as 

well. 

The wild turkey is native to North 

America but the name probably comes 

from the British who brought them 

over on ships during colonial times. 

I just heard from the Postmistress of 

the Cotuit, MA post office that why they 

are so prevalent on the Cape this year 

is because the fox, their natural preda-

tor, got mange this year and many of 

them died off. Are there wild turkeys in 

your part of the country? 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

It is  that time of year when we celebrate the  

holiday season. The picture above is my 

nephew Mills, my cat Ghiberti, and me taken 

in 1989. It reminds us how important family 

is this time of year. I hope you all have a won-

derful holiday season and I wish for you a 

very successful 2014. 

Take care, 

Richard Waterhouse 
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The mission of Waterhouse Symbolism is to 

research and document symbols locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally.  

What are your ideas 

for future newsletters? 

Wild Turkey 

Mount Auburn, Cambridge, MA 

Waterhouse  


